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What could be better before God than thinking of the
poor? For the poor are beloved by our heavenly Father.
When Christ came upon the earth, those who believed
in Him and followed Him were the poor and lowly,
showing that the poor were near to God. When a rich
man believes and follows the Manifestation of God, it is
a proof that his wealth is not an obstacle and does not
prevent him from attaining the pathway of salvation.
After he has been tested and tried, it will be seen
whether his possessions are a hindrance in his religious
life. But the poor are especially beloved of God. Their
lives are full of difficulties, their trials continual, their
hopes are in God alone. Therefore, you must assist the
poor as much as possible, even by sacrifice of yourself.
No deed of man is greater before God than helping the
poor. Spiritual conditions are not dependent upon the
possession of worldly treasures or the absence of them.
When one is physically destitute, spiritual thoughts are
more likely. Poverty is a stimulus toward God. Each one
of you must have great consideration for the poor and
render them assistance. Organize in an effort to help



them and prevent increase of poverty. The greatest
means for prevention is that whereby the laws of the
community will be so framed and enacted that it will not
be possible for a few to be millionaires and many
destitute. One of Baha'u'llah's teachings is the
adjustment of means of livelihood in human society.
Under this adjustment there can be no extremes in
human conditions as regards wealth and sustenance.
For the community needs financier, farmer, merchant
and laborer just as an army must be composed of
commander, officers and privates. All cannot be
commanders; all cannot be officers or privates. Each in
his station in the social fabric must be competent --
each in his function according to ability but with justness
of opportunity for all.

Lycurgus, King of Sparta, who lived long before the day
of Christ, conceived the idea of absolute equality in
government. He proclaimed laws by which all the
people of Sparta were classified into certain divisions.
Each division had its separate rights and function. First,
farmers and tillers of the soil. Second, artisans and
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merchants. Third, leaders or grandees. Under the laws
of Lycurgus, the latter were not required to engage in
any labor or vocation, but it was incumbent upon them
to defend the country in case of war and invasion. Then
he divided Sparta into nine thousand equal parts or
provinces, appointing nine thousand leaders or



grandees to protect them. In this way the farmers of
each province were assured of protection, but each
farmer was compelled to pay a tax to support the
grandee of that province. The farmers and merchants
were not obliged to defend the country. In lieu of labor
the grandees received the taxes. Lycurgus, in order to
establish this forever as a law, brought nine thousand
grandees together, told them he was going upon a long
journey and wished this form of government to remain
effective until his return. They swore an oath to protect
and preserve his law. He then left his kingdom, went
into voluntary exile and never came back. No man ever
made such a sacrifice to ensure equality among his
fellowmen. A few years passed, and the whole system
of government he had founded collapsed, although
established upon such a just and wise basis.

Difference of capacity in human individuals is
fundamental. It is impossible for all to be alike, all to be
equal, all to be wise. Baha'u'llah has revealed principles
and laws which will accomplish the adjustment of
varying human capacities. He has said that whatsoever
is possible of accomplishment in human government will
be effected through these principles. When the laws He
has instituted are carried out, there will be no
millionaires possible in the community and likewise no
extremely poor. This will be effected and regulated by
adjusting the different degrees of human capacity. The
fundamental basis of the community is agriculture,
tillage of the soil. All must be producers. Each person in



the community whose need is equal to his individual
producing capacity shall be exempt from taxation. But if
his income is greater than his needs, he must pay a tax
until an adjustment is effected. That is to say, a man's
capacity for production and his needs will be equalized
and reconciled through taxation. If his production
exceeds, he will pay a tax; if his necessities exceed his
production, he shall receive an amount sufficient to
equalize or adjust. Therefore, taxation will be
proportionate to capacity and production, and there will
be no poor in the community.

Baha'u'llah, likewise, commanded the rich to give freely
to the poor. In the Kitab-i-Aqdas it is further written by
Him that those who have a certain amount of income
must give one-fifth of it to God, the Creator of heaven
and earth.
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1 July 1912 2

Talk at 309 West Seventy-eighth Street, New York
From Stenographic Notes

| desire to make manifest among the friends in America
a new light that they may become a new people, that a
new foundation may be established and complete
harmony be realized; for the foundation of Baha'u'llah is
love. When you go to Green Acre, you must have
infinite love for each other, each preferring the other
before himself. The people must be so attracted to you
that they will exclaim, "What happiness exists among



you!" and will see in your faces the lights of the
Kingdom; then in wonderment they will turn to you and
seek the cause of your happiness. You must give the
message through action and deed, not alone by word.
Word must be conjoined with deed. You must love your
friend better than yourself; yes, be willing to sacrifice
yourself. The Cause of Baha'u'llah has not yet appeared
in this country. | desire that you be ready to sacrifice
everything for each other, even life itself; then | will
know that the Cause of Baha'u'llah has been
established. | will pray for you that you may become the
cause of upraising the lights of God. May everyone
point to you and ask, "Why are these people so happy?"
| want you to be happy in Green Acre, to laugh, smile
and rejoice in order that others may be made happy by
you. | will pray for you.

5 July 1912 3
Talk at 309 West Seventy-eighth Street, New York
Notes by Howard MacNutt

Question: You have stated that we are living in a
universal cycle, the first Manifestation of which was
Adam and the universal Manifestation of which is
Baha'u'llah. Does this imply that other universal cycles
preceded this one and that all traces of them have been
effaced -- cycles in which the ultimate purpose was the
divine spiritualization of man just as it is the creative
intention in this one?

The divine sovereignty is an ancient sovereignty, not an



accidental sovereignty.

If we imagine this world of existence has a beginning,
we can say the divine sovereignty is accidental -- that is,
there was a time
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when it did not exist. A king without a kingdom is
impossible. He cannot be without a country, without
subjects, without an army, without dominion, or he
would be without kingship. All these exigencies or
requirements of sovereignty must exist for a king. When
they do exist, we can apply the word sovereignty to him.
Otherwise, his sovereignty is imperfect, incomplete. If
none of these conditions exists, sovereignty does not
exist.

If we acknowledge that there is a beginning for this
world of creation, we acknowledge that the sovereignty
of God is accidental -- that is, we admit a time when the
reality of Divinity has been without dominion (lit.
"defeated"). The names and attributes of Divinity are
requirements of this world. The names the Powerful, the
Living, the Provider, the Creator require and necessitate
the existence of creatures. If there were no creatures,
Creator would be meaningless. If there were none to
provide for, we could not think of the Provider. If there
were no life, the Living would be beyond the power of
conception. Therefore, all the names and attributes of
God require the existence of objects or creatures upon
which they have been bestowed and in which they have



become manifest. If there was a time when no creation
existed, when there was none to provide for, it would
imply a time when there was no existent One, no
Trainer, and the attributes and qualities of God would
have been meaningless and without significance.
Therefore, the requirements of the attributes of God do
not admit of cessation or interruption, for the names of
God are actually and forever existing and not potential.
Because they convey life, they are called Life-giving;
because they provide, they are called Bountiful, the
Provider; because they create, they are called Creator;
because they educate and govern, the name Lord God
Is applied. That is to say, the divine nhames emanate
from the eternal attributes of Divinity. Therefore, it is
proved that the divine names presuppose the existence
of objects or beings.

How then is a time conceivable when this sovereignty
has not been existent? This divine sovereignty is not to
be measured by six thousand years. This interminable,
illimitable universe is not the result of that measured
period. This stupendous laboratory and workshop has
not been limited in its production to six thousand
revolutions of the earth about the sun. With the slightest
reflection man can be assured that this calculation and
announcement is childish, especially in view of the fact
that it is scientifically proved the terrestrial globe has
been the habitation of man long prior to such a limited
estimate.



As to the record in the Bible concerning Adam's entering
paradise,
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His eating from the tree and His expulsion through the
temptation of Satan: These are all symbols beneath
which there are wonderful and divine meanings not to
be calculated in years, dates and measurement of time.
Likewise, the statement that God created the heaven
and the earth in six days is symbolic. We will not explain
this further today. The texts of the Holy Books are all
symbolical, needing authoritative interpretation.

When man casts even a cursory glance of reflection
upon the question of the universe, he discovers it is very
ancient. A Persian philosopher was looking up into the
heavens, lost in wonder. He said, "l have written a book
containing seventy proofs of the accidental appearance
of the universe, but | still find it very ancient.”

Baha'u'llah says, "The universe hath neither beginning
nor ending." He has set aside the elaborate theories
and exhaustive opinions of scientists and material
philosophers by the simple statement, "There is no
beginning, no ending." The theologians and religionists
advance plausible proofs that the creation of the
universe dates back six thousand years; the scientists
bring forth indisputable facts and say, "No! These
evidences indicate ten, twenty, fifty thousand years
ago," etc. There are endless discussions pro and con.
Baha'u'llah sets aside these discussions by one word



and statement. He says, "The divine sovereignty hath
no beginning and no ending." By this announcement
and its demonstration He has established a standard of
agreement among those who reflect upon this question
of divine sovereignty; He has brought reconciliation and
peace in this war of opinion and discussion.

Briefly, there were many universal cycles preceding this
one in which we are living. They were consummated,
completed and their traces obliterated. The divine and
creative purpose in them was the evolution of spiritual
man, just as it is in this cycle. The circle of existence is
the same circle; it returns. The tree of life has ever
borne the same heavenly fruit.

5 July 1912 4
Talk at 309 West Seventy-eighth Street, New York
Notes by Emma C. Melick and Howard MacNutt

You are very welcome, very welcome, all of you! In the
divine Holy Books there are unmistakable prophecies
giving the glad tidings of a certain Day in which the
Promised One of all the Books would appear, a radiant
dispensation be established, the banner of
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the Most Great Peace and conciliation be hoisted and
the oneness of the world of humanity proclaimed.
Among the various nations and peoples of the world no
enmity or hatred should remain. All hearts were to be
connected one with another. These things are recorded
in the Torah, or Old Testament, in the Gospel, the



Qur'an, the Zend-Avesta, the books of Buddha and the
book of Confucius. In brief, all the Holy Books contain
these glad tidings. They announce that after the world is
surrounded by darkness, radiance shall appear. For just
as the night, when it becomes excessively dark,
precedes the dawn of a new day, so likewise when the
darkness of religious apathy and heedlessness
overtakes the world, when human souls become
negligent of God, when materialistic ideas overshadow
spirituality, when nations become submerged in the
world of matter and forget God -- at such a time as this
shall the divine Sun shine forth and the radiant morn
appear.

Consider to what a remarkable extent the spirituality of
people has been overcome by materialism so that
spiritual susceptibility seems to have vanished, divine
civilization become decadent, and guidance and
knowledge of God no longer remain. All are submerged
in the sea of materialism. Although some attend
churches and temples of worship and devotion, it is in
accordance with the traditions and imitations of their
fathers and not for the investigation of reality. For it is
evident they have not found reality and are not engaged
in its adoration. They are holding to certain imitations
which have descended to them from their fathers and
ancestors. They have become accustomed to passing a
certain length of time in temple worship and conforming
to imitations and ceremonies. The proof of this is that
the son of every Jewish father becomes a Jew and not



a Christian; the son of every Muslim becomes a follower
of Islam; the son of every Christian proves to be a
Christian; the son of every Zoroastrian is a Zoroastrian,
etc. Therefore, religious faith and belief is merely a
remnant of blind imitations which have descended
through fathers and ancestors. Because this man's
father was a Jew, he considers himself a Jew. Not that
he has investigated reality and proved satisfactorily to
himself that Judaism is right -- nay, rather, he is aware
that his forefathers have followed this course; therefore,
he has held to it himself.

The purpose of this is to explain that the darkness of
imitations encompasses the world. Every nation is
holding to its traditional religious forms. The light of
reality is obscured. Were these various nations to
investigate reality, there is no doubt they would attain to
it. As reality is one, all nations would then become as
one nation. So long as they adhere to various imitations
and are deprived
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of reality, strife and warfare will continue and rancor and
sedition prevail. If they investigate reality, neither enmity
nor rancor will remain, and they will attain to the utmost
concord among themselves.

During the years when the darkness of heedlessness
was most intense in the Orient and the people were so
submerged in imitations that nations were thirsting for
the blood of each other, considering each other as



contaminated and refusing to associate -- at such a time
as this Baha'u'llah appeared. He arose in the Orient,
uprooting the very foundations of imitations, and
brought the dawn of the light of reality. Through Him
various nations became united because all desired
reality. Inasmuch as they investigated reality in religion,
they found that all men are the servants of God, the
posterity of Adam, children of one household and that
the foundations of all the Prophets are one. For
inasmuch as the teachings of the Prophets are reality,
Their foundations are one. The enmity and strife of
nations, therefore, are due to religious imitations and
not to the reality which underlies the teachings of the
Prophets. Through Baha'u'llah the nations and peoples
grew to understand and comprehend this. Therefore,
hearts became united, and lives were cemented
together. After centuries of hatred and bitterness the
Christian, Jew, Zoroastrian, Muslim and Buddhist met in
fellowship, all of them in the utmost love and unity. They
became welded and cemented because they had
perceived reality.

The divine Prophets are conjoined in the perfect state of
love. Each One has given the glad tidings of His
successor's coming and each successor has sanctioned
the One Who preceded Him. They were in the utmost
unity, but Their followers are in strife. For instance,
Moses gave the message of the glad tidings of Christ,
and Christ confirmed the Prophethood of Moses.
Therefore, between Moses and Jesus there is no



variation or conflict. They are in perfect unity, but
between the Jew and the Christian there is conflict.
Now, therefore, if the Christian and Jewish peoples
investigate the reality underlying their Prophets'
teachings, they will become kind in their attitude toward
each other and associate in the utmost love, for reality
is one and not dual or multiple. If this investigation of
reality becomes universal, the divergent nations will
ratify all the divine Prophets and confirm all the Holy
Books. No strife or rancor will then remain, and the
world will become united. Then will we associate in the
reality of love. We will become as fathers and sons, as
brothers and sisters living together in complete unity,
love and happiness; for this century is the century of
light. It is not like former centuries. Former centuries
were epochs of oppression. Now
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human intellects have developed, and human
intelligence has increased. Each soul is investigating
reality. This is not a time when we shall wage war and
be hostile toward each other. We are living at a time
when we should enjoy real friendship.

Fifty years ago Baha'u'llah sent Epistles to all the kings
and nations of the world, at a time when there was no
mention of international peace. One of these Epistles
was sent by Him to the president of the American
democracy. In these communications He summoned all
to international peace and the oneness of the human



world. He summoned mankind to the fundamentals of
the teachings of all the Prophets. Some of the European
kings were arrogant. Among them was Napoleon |Il.
Baha'u'llah wrote a second Epistle to him, which was
published thirty years ago. The context is this: "O
Napoleon! Thou hast become haughty indeed. Thou
hast become proud. Thou hast forgotten God. Thou dost
imagine that this majesty is permanent for thee, that this
dominion is abiding for thee. A letter have we sent unto
thee for acceptance with thy greatest love; but, instead,
thou hast shown arrogance. Therefore, God shall uproot
the edifice of thy sovereignty; thy country shall flee
away from thee. Thou shalt find humiliation hastening
after thee because thou didst not arise for that which
was enjoined upon thee, whereas that which was a duty
incumbent upon thee was the cause of life to the world.
The punishment of God shall soon be dealt out to thee."

This Epistle was revealed in the year 1869, and after
one year the foundations of the Napoleonic sovereignty
were completely uprooted.

Among these Epistles was a very lengthy one to the
Shah of Persia. It was printed and spread broadcast
throughout all the countries. This Epistle was revealed
in the year 1870. In it Baha'u'llah admonished the Shah
of Persia to be kind to all his subjects, summoning him
to dispense justice, counseling him to make no
distinction between the religions, charging him to deal
equally with Jew, Christian, Muslim and Zoroastrian and



to remove the oppression prevailing in his country.

At that time the Jews were greatly oppressed in Persia.
Baha'u'llah especially recommended justice for them,
saying that all people are the servants of God, and in
the eye of the government they should be equally
estimated. "If justice is not dealt out, if these
oppressions are not removed and if thou dost not obey
God, the foundations of thy government will be razed,
and thou shalt become evanescent, become as nothing.
Thou shouldst gather all the learned men, and then
summon Me. There | shall be present. | will
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then advance proofs and evidences as to My validity. |
will manifest My proof and anything that you may ask. |
am ready. But if no attention is paid to this book, thou,
like unto the kings who became nonexistent, shalt
likewise become nonexistent." The Shah did not answer
this Epistle of the Blessed Perfection. Then God
destroyed the foundations of his sovereignty.

Among those to whom Baha'u'llah wrote was the Sultan
of Turkey. In it He arraigned him, saying, "Verily, thou
didst incarcerate and make Me a prisoner. Dost thou
imagine that imprisonment is a loss to Me, that
imprisonment is a humiliation for Me? This
imprisonment is a glory for Me because it is in the
pathway of God. | have not committed a crime. It is for
the sake of God that | have received this ordeal.
Therefore, | am very happy; | am exceedingly joyous.



But thou must wait; God will send thee a punishment;
thou shalt receive retribution. Erelong thou shalt
observe how ordeals shall descend upon thee like rain,
and thou shalt become nonexistent." And even so it
was.

Likewise, He sent messages to the other kings and
crowned heads of the earth, summoning all of them to
love, equity, international peace and the oneness of
humanity in order that mankind might become unified
and agreed; that strife, warfare and sedition should pass
away; that bitterness and enmity might cease and all
arise to serve the one God.

In brief, two kings arose against Baha'u'llah: the Shah of
Persia and the Sultan of Turkey. They imprisoned Him in
the fortress of Akka in order to extinguish His light and
exterminate His Cause. But Baha'u'llah while in prison
wrote severe letters of arraignment to them. He
declared that imprisonment was no obstacle to Him. He
said, "This imprisonment will prove to be the means of
the promotion of My Cause. This imprisonment shall be
the incentive for the spreading of My teachings. No
harm shall come to Me because | have sacrificed My
life, | have sacrificed My blood, | have sacrificed My
possessions, | have sacrificed all and for Me this
imprisonment is no loss." And just as He declared, so it
came to pass. In prison He hoisted His banner, and His
Cause spread throughout the world. It has reached
America. Now the Cause of Baha'u'llah is extending to



all nations of the earth. You go to Asia, and wherever
you travel you will find Baha'is. You go to Africa, Europe;
there you will find the Cause of Baha'u'llah. In America it
IS just beginning to grow and spread.

These two kings could not do anything to withstand
Baha'u'llah, but God through Him was capable of
destroying both of them. |,
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too, was in prison. God removed the chains from my
neck and placed them around the neck of Abdu'l-Hamid.
It was done suddenly -- not a long time, in a moment as
it were. The same hour that the Young Turks declared
liberty, the Committee of Union and Progress set me
free. They lifted the chains from my neck and threw
them around the neck of Abdu'l-Hamid. That which he
did to me was inflicted upon him. Now the position is
precisely reversed. His days are spent in prison just as |
passed the days in prison at Akka, with this difference:
that | was happy in imprisonment. | was in the utmost
elation because | was not a criminal. They had
imprisoned me in the path of God. Every time | thought
of this, that | was a prisoner in the pathway of God, the
utmost elation overcame me. Abdu'l-Hamid is now
suffering punishment for his deeds. Because of the sins
he committed, he is now in prison. This is retribution for
his acts. Every hour he is mortified anew and his
ignominy revived. He is in the utmost sorrow and
disappointment while | am in perfect happiness. | was



happy that -- praise be to God! -- | was a prisoner in the
Cause of God, that my life was not wasted, that it was
spent in the divine service. Nobody who saw me
imagined that | was in prison. They beheld me in the
utmost joy, complete thankfulness and health, paying no
attention to the prison.

6 July 1912 5
Talk at 309 West Seventy-eighth Street, New York
Notes by Emma C. Melick

In the world of existence man has traversed successive
degrees until he has attained the human kingdom. In
each degree of his progression he has developed
capacity for advancement to the next station and
condition. While in the kingdom of the mineral he was
attaining the capacity for promotion into the degree of
the vegetable. In the kingdom of the vegetable he
underwent preparation for the world of the animal, and
from thence he has come onward to the human degree,
or kingdom. Throughout this journey of progression he
has ever and always been potentially man.

In the beginning of his human life man was embryonic in
the world of the matrix. There he received capacity and
endowment for the reality of human existence. The
forces and powers necessary for this world were
bestowed upon him in that limited condition. In this
world he needed eyes; he received them potentially in
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the other. He needed ears; he obtained them there in



readiness and preparation for his new existence. The
powers requisite in this world were conferred upon him
in the world of the matrix so that when he entered this
realm of real existence he not only possessed all
necessary functions and powers but found provision for
his material sustenance awaiting him.

Therefore, in this world he must prepare himself for the
life beyond. That which he needs in the world of the
Kingdom must be obtained here. Just as he prepared
himself in the world of the matrix by acquiring forces
necessary in this sphere of existence, so, likewise, the
indispensable forces of the divine existence must be
potentially attained in this world.

What is he in need of in the Kingdom which transcends
the life and limitation of this mortal sphere? That world
beyond is a world of sanctity and radiance; therefore, it
IS necessary that in this world he should acquire these
divine attributes. In that world there is need of
spirituality, faith, assurance, the knowledge and love of
God. These he must attain in this world so that after his
ascension from the earthly to the heavenly Kingdom he
shall find all that is needful in that eternal life ready for
him.

That divine world is manifestly a world of lights;
therefore, man has need of illumination here. That is a
world of love; the love of God is essential. It is a world of
perfections; virtues, or perfections, must be acquired.
That world is vivified by the breaths of the Holy Spirit; in



this world we must seek them. That is the Kingdom of
everlasting life; it must be attained during this vanishing
existence.

By what means can man acquire these things? How
shall he obtain these merciful gifts and powers? First,
through the knowledge of God. Second, through the
love of God. Third, through faith. Fourth, through
philanthropic deeds. Fifth, through self-sacrifice. Sixth,
through severance from this world. Seventh, through
sanctity and holiness. Unless he acquires these forces
and attains to these requirements, he will surely be
deprived of the life that is eternal. But if he possesses
the knowledge of God, becomes ignited through the fire
of the love of God, witnesses the great and mighty signs
of the Kingdom, becomes the cause of love among
mankind and lives in the utmost state of sanctity and
holiness, he shall surely attain to second birth, be
baptized by the Holy Spirit and enjoy everlasting
existence.

Is it not astonishing that although man has been created
for the knowledge and love of God, for the virtues of the
human world, for spirituality, heavenly illumination and
eternal life, nevertheless,
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he continues ignorant and negligent of all this? Consider
how he seeks knowledge of everything except
knowledge of God. For instance, his utmost desire is to
penetrate the mysteries of the lowest strata of the earth.



Day by day he strives to know what can be found ten
meters below the surface, what he can discover within
the stone, what he can learn by archaeological research
in the dust. He puts forth arduous labors to fathom
terrestrial mysteries but is not at all concerned about
knowing the mysteries of the Kingdom, traversing the
illimitable fields of the eternal world, becoming informed
of the divine realities, discovering the secrets of God,
attaining the knowledge of God, witnessing the
splendors of the Sun of Truth and realizing the glories of
everlasting life. He is unmindful and thoughtless of
these. How much he is attracted to the mysteries of
matter, and how completely unaware he is of the
mysteries of Divinity! Nay, he is utterly negligent and
oblivious of the secrets of Divinity. How great his
ignorance! How conducive to his degradation! It is as if
a kind and loving father had provided a library of
wonderful books for his son in order that he might be
informed of the mysteries of creation, at the same time
surrounding him with every means of comfort and
enjoyment, but the son amuses himself with pebbles
and playthings, neglectful of all his father's gifts and
provision. How ignorant and heedless is man! The
Father has willed for him eternal glory, and he is content
with blindness and deprivation. The Father has built for
him a royal palace, but he is playing with the dust;
prepared for him garments of silk, but he prefers to
remain unclothed; provided for him delicious foods and
fruits, while he seeks sustenance in the grasses of the



field.

Praise be to God! You have heard the call of the
Kingdom. Your eyes are opened; you have turned to
God. Your purpose is the good pleasure of God, the
understanding of the mysteries of the heart and
investigation of the realities. Day and night you must
strive that you may attain to the significances of the
heavenly Kingdom, perceive the signs of Divinity,
acquire certainty of knowledge and realize that this
world has a Creator, a Vivifier, a Provider, an Architect --
knowing this through proofs and evidences and not
through susceptibilities, nay, rather, through decisive
arguments and real vision -- that is to say, visualizing it
as clearly as the outer eye beholds the sun. In this way
may you behold the presence of God and attain to the
knowledge of the holy, divine Manifestations.

You must come into the knowledge of the divine
Manifestations and Their teachings through proofs and
evidences. You must unseal
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the mysteries of the supreme Kingdom and become
capable of discovering the inner realities of things. Then
shall you be the manifestations of the mercy of God and
true believers, firm and steadfast in the Cause of God.

Praise be to God! The door of divine knowledge has
been opened by Baha'u'llah, for He has laid the
foundation whereby man may become acquainted with
the verities of heaven and earth and has bestowed the



utmost confirmation in this day. He is our Teacher and
Adviser; He is our Seer and the One clement toward us.
He has prepared His gifts and vouchsafed His bounties,
revealed every admonition and behest, prepared for us
the means of eternal glory, breathed upon us the life-
quickening breaths of the Holy Spirit, opened before our
faces the doors of the paradise of Abha and caused the
lights of the Sun of Truth to shine upon us. The clouds
of mercy have poured down their precious rain. The sea
of favor is swelling and surging toward us.

The spiritual springtime has come. Infinite bounties and
graces have appeared. What bestowal is greater than
this? We must appreciate the divine generosity and act
in accordance with the teachings of Baha'u'llah so that
all good may be stored up for us and in both worlds we
shall become precious and acceptable to God, attain to
everlasting blessings, taste the delicacy of the love of
God, find the sweetness of the knowledge of God,
perceive the heavenly bestowal and witnhess the power
of the Holy Spirit.

This is my advice, and this is my admonition.
14 July 1912 6

Talk at All Souls Unitarian Church

Fourth Avenue and Twentieth Street, New York
Notes by John G. Grundy and Howard MacNutt

Today | wish to speak to you upon the subject of the
oneness of humanity, for in this great century the most
important accomplishment is the unity of mankind.



Although in former centuries and times this subject
received some measure of mention and consideration, it
has now become the paramount issue and question in
the religious and political conditions of the world. History
shows that throughout the past there has been continual
warfare and strife among the various nations, peoples
and sects; but now -- praise be to God! -- in this century
of illumination, hearts are inclined toward agreement
and fellowship, and minds are thoughtful upon
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the question of the unification of mankind. There is an
emanation of the universal consciousness today which
clearly indicates the dawn of a great unity.

In the investigation of a subject the right method of
approach is to carefully examine its premises.
Therefore, we must go back to the foundation upon
which human solidarity rests -- namely, that all are the
progeny of Adam, the creatures and servants of one
God; that God is the Protector and Provider; that all are
submerged in the sea of divine mercy and grace and
God is loving toward all.

Humanity shares in common the intellectual and
spiritual faculties of a created endowment. All are
equally subject to the various exigencies of human life
and are similarly occupied in acquiring the means of
earthly subsistence. From the viewpoint of creation
human beings stand upon the same footing in every
respect, subject to the same requirements and seeking



the enjoyment and comfort of earthly conditions.
Therefore, the things humanity shares in common are
numerous and manifest. This equal participation in the
physical, intellectual and spiritual problems of human
existence is a valid basis for the unification of mankind.

Consider how discord and dissension have prevailed in
this great human family for thousands of years. Its
members have ever been engaged in war and
bloodshed. Up to the present time in history the world of
humanity has neither attained nor enjoyed any measure
of peace, owing to incessant conditions of hostility and
strife. History is a continuous and consecutive record of
warfare brought about by religious, sectarian, racial,
patriotic and political causes. The world of humanity has
found no rest. Mankind has always been in conflict,
engaged in destroying the foundations, pillaging the
properties and possessing the lands and territory of
each other, especially in the earlier periods of savagery
and barbarism where whole races and peoples were
carried away captive by their conquerors. Who shall
measure or estimate the tremendous destruction of
human life resulting from this hostility and strife? What
human powers and forces have been employed in the
prosecution of war and applied to inhuman purposes of
battle and bloodshed? In this most radiant century it has
become necessary to divert these energies and utilize
them in other directions, to seek the new path of
fellowship and unity, to unlearn the science of war and
devote supreme human forces to the blessed arts of



peace. After long trial and experience we are convinced
of the harmful and satanic outcomes of dissension; now
we must seek after means by which the benefits of
agreement and concord may be enjoyed. When such
means are found, we must give them a trial.
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Consider the harmful effect of discord and dissension in
a family; then reflect upon the favors and blessings
which descend upon that family when unity exists
among its various members. What incalculable benefits
and blessings would descend upon the great human
family if unity and brotherhood were established! In this
century when the beneficent results of unity and the ill
effects of discord are so clearly apparent, the means for
the attainment and accomplishment of human fellowship
have appeared in the world. Baha'u'llah has proclaimed
and provided the way by which hostility and dissension
may be removed from the human world. He has left no
ground or possibility for strife and disagreement.

First, He has proclaimed the oneness of mankind and
specialized religious teachings for existing human
conditions. The first form of dissension arises from
religious differences. Baha'u'llah has given full teachings
to the world which are conducive to fellowship and unity
in religion. Throughout past centuries each system of
religious belief has boasted of its own superiority and
excellence, abasing and scorning the validity of all
others. Each has proclaimed its own belief as the light



and all others as darkness. Religionists have
considered the world of humanity as two trees: one
divine and merciful, the other satanic; they themselves
the branches, leaves and fruit of the divine tree and all
others who differ from them in belief the product of the
tree which is satanic. Therefore, sedition and warfare,
bloodshed and strife have been continuous among
them. The greatest cause of human alienation has been
religion because each party has considered the belief of
the other as anathema and deprived of the mercy of
God.

The teachings specialized in Baha'u'llah are addressed
to humanity. He says, "Ye are all the leaves of one tree."
He does not say, "Ye are the leaves of two trees: one
divine, the other satanic." He has declared that each
individual member of the human family is a leaf or
branch upon the Adamic tree; that all are sheltered
beneath the protecting mercy and providence of God;
that all are the children of God, fruit upon the one tree of
His love. God is equally compassionate and kind to all
the leaves, branches and fruit of this tree. Therefore,
there is no satanic tree whatever -- Satan being a
product of human minds and of instinctive human
tendencies toward error. God alone is Creator, and all
are creatures of His might. Therefore, we must love
mankind as His creatures, realizing that all are growing
upon the tree of His mercy, servants of His omnipotent
will and manifestations of His good pleasure.



Even though we find a defective branch or leaf upon this
tree of humanity or an imperfect blossom, it,
nevertheless, belongs to this
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tree and not to another. Therefore, it is our duty to
protect and cultivate this tree until it reaches perfection.
If we examine its fruit and find it imperfect, we must
strive to make it perfect. There are souls in the human
world who are ignorant; we must make them knowing.
Some growing upon the tree are weak and ailing; we
must assist them toward health and recovery. If they are
as infants in development, we must minister to them
until they attain maturity. We should never detest and
shun them as objectionable and unworthy. We must
treat them with honor, respect and kindness; for God
has created them and not Satan. They are not
manifestations of the wrath of God but evidences of His
divine favor. God, the Creator, has endowed them with
physical, mental and spiritual qualities that they may
seek to know and do His will; therefore, they are not
objects of His wrath and condemnation. In brief, all
humanity must be looked upon with love, kindness and
respect; for what we behold in them are none other than
the signs and traces of God Himself. All are evidences
of God; therefore, how shall we be justified in debasing
and belittling them, uttering anathema and preventing
them from drawing near unto His mercy? This is
ignorance and injustice, displeasing to God; for in His



sight all are His servants.

Another cause of dissension and disagreement is the
fact that religion has been pronounced at variance with
science. Between scientists and the followers of religion
there has always been controversy and strife for the
reason that the latter have proclaimed religion superior
in authority to science and considered scientific
announcement opposed to the teachings of religion.
Baha'u'llah declared that religion is in complete
harmony with science and reason. If religious belief and
doctrine is at variance with reason, it proceeds from the
limited mind of man and not from God; therefore, it is
unworthy of belief and not deserving of attention; the
heart finds no rest in it, and real faith is impossible. How
can man believe that which he knows to be opposed to
reason? Is this possible? Can the heart accept that
which reason denies? Reason is the first faculty of man,
and the religion of God is in harmony with it. Baha'u'llah
has removed this form of dissension and discord from
among mankind and reconciled science with religion by
revealing the pure teachings of the divine reality. This
accomplishment is specialized to Him in this Day.

Still another cause of disagreement and dissension has
been the formation of religious sects and
denominations. Baha'u'llah said that God has sent
religion for the purpose of establishing fellowship among
humankind and not to create strife and discord, for all
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religion is founded upon the love of humanity. Abraham
promulgated this principle, Moses summoned all to its
recognition, Christ established it, and Muhammad
directed mankind to its standard. This is the reality of
religion. If we abandon hearsay and investigate the
reality and inner significance of the heavenly teachings,
we will find the same divine foundation of love for
humanity. The purport is that religion is intended to be
the cause of unity, love and fellowship and not discord,
enmity and estrangement. Man has forsaken the
foundation of divine religion and adhered to blind
imitations. Each nation has clung to its own imitations,
and because these are at variance, warfare, bloodshed
and destruction of the foundation of humanity have
resulted. True religion is based upon love and
agreement. Baha'u'llah has said, "If religion and faith
are the causes of enmity and sedition, it is far better to
be nonreligious, and the absence of religion would be
preferable; for we desire religion to be the cause of
amity and fellowship. If enmity and hatred exist,
irreligion is preferable." Therefore, the removal of this
dissension has been specialized in Baha'u'llah, for
religion is the divine remedy for human antagonism and
discord. But when we make the remedy the cause of the
disease, it would be better to do without the remedy.

Other sources of human dissension are political, racial
and patriotic prejudices. These have been removed by
Baha'u'llah. He has said, and has guarded His

statement by rational proofs from the Holy Books, that



the world of humanity is one race, the surface of the
earth one place of residence and that these imaginary
racial barriers and political boundaries are without right
or foundation. Man is degraded in becoming the captive
of his own illusions and suppositions. The earth is one
earth, and the same atmosphere surrounds it. No
difference or preference has been made by God for its
human inhabitants; but man has laid the foundation of
prejudice, hatred and discord with his fellowman by
considering nationalities separate in importance and
races different in rights and privileges.

Diversity of languages has been a fruitful cause of
discord. The function of language is to convey the
thought and purpose of one to another. Therefore, it
matters not what language man speaks or employs.
Sixty years ago Baha'u'llah advocated one language as
the greatest means of unity and the basis of
international conference. He wrote to the kings and
rulers of the various nations, recommending that one
language should be sanctioned and adopted by all
governments. According to this each nation should
acquire
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the universal language in addition to its native tongue.
The world would then be in close communication,
consultation would become general, and dissensions
due to diversity of speech would be removed.

Another teaching of Baha'u'llah is in relation to universal



peace: that all mankind must be awakened to and
become conscious of the harm of war, that they should
be brought to realize the benefits of peace and know
that peace is from God while warfare is satanic. Man
must emulate the merciful God and turn away from
satanic promptings in order that universal inclination
shall be toward peace, love and unity and the discord of
war vanish.

Lack of equality between man and woman is, likewise, a
cause of human dissension. Baha'u'llah has named this
as an important factor of discord and separation, for so
long as humankind remains unequally divided in right
and importance between male and female, no unity can
be established. In a perfect human body it is not
possible for one organ to be complete and another
defective. In the great body of human society it is
impossible to establish unity and coordination if one part
is considered perfect and the other imperfect. When the
perfect functions of both parts are in operation, harmony
will prevail. God has created man and woman equal as
to faculties. He has made no distinction between them.
Woman has not reached the level of man in human
accomplishment because of the lack of opportunity and
education. If educational opportunities were made equal
and similar, the two parts, man and woman, would
equalize in attainment. God has intended no difference
between them that should be productive of discord. He
has endowed all with human faculties, and all are
manifestations of His mercy. If we say man and woman



differ in creational endowment, it is contrary to divine
justice and intention. Both are human. If God has
created one perfect and the other defective, He is
unjust. But God is just; all are perfect in His intention
and creative endowment. To assume imperfection in the
creature is to presuppose imperfection in the almighty
Creator. The soul that excels in attainment of His
attributes and graces is most acceptable before God.

We are considering the divine plan for the reconciliation
of the religious systems of the world. Baha'u'llah has
said that if one intelligent member be selected from
each of the varying religious systems, and these
representatives come together seeking to investigate
the reality of religion, they would establish an
interreligious body before which all disputes and
differences of belief could be presented for
consideration and settlement. Such questions
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could then be weighed and viewed from the standpoint
of reality and all imitations be discarded. By this method
and procedure all sects, denominations and systems
would become one.

Do not question the practicability of this, and be not
astonished. It has been accomplished and effected in
Persia. In that country the various religionists have
conjoined in investigating reality and have united in
complete fellowship and love. No traces of discord or
differences remain among them; now affection and unity



are manifest instead. They live together in harmony and
accord like a single family. Antagonism and strife have
passed away; love and agreement have taken the place
of hatred and animosity. Furthermore, those souls who
have followed Baha'u'llah and attained this condition of
fellowship and affiliation are Muslims, Jews, Christians,
Zoroastrians, Buddhists, Nestorians, Sunnites, Shiites
and others. No discord exists among them. This is a
proof of the possibility of unification among the
religionists of the world through practical means.
Imitations and prejudices which have held men apart
have been discarded, and the reality of religion
envelops them in a perfect unity. When reality envelops
the soul of man, love is possible. The divine purpose in
religion is pure love and agreement. The Prophets of
God manifested complete love for all. Each One
announced the glad tidings of His successor, and each
subsequent One confirmed the teachings and
prophecies of the Prophet Who preceded Him. There
was no disagreement or variance in the reality of Their
teaching and mission. Discord has arisen among Their
followers, who have lost sight of reality and hold fast to
imitations. If imitations be done away with and the
radiant shining reality dawn in the souls of men, love
and unity must prevail. In this way humanity will be
rescued from the strife and wars which have prevailed
for thousands of years; dissensions will pass away and
the illumination of unity dawn. Consider how all the
Prophets of God were persecuted and what hardships



They experienced. Jesus Christ endured affliction and
accepted martyrdom upon the cross in order to summon
mankind to unity and love. What sacrifice could be
greater? He brought the religion of love and fellowship
into the world. Shall we make use of it to create discord,
violence and hatred among mankind?

Moses was persecuted and driven out into the desert,
Abraham was banished, Muhammad took refuge in
caves, the Bab was killed and Baha'u'llah was exiled
and imprisoned forty years. Yet all of Them desired
fellowship and love among men. They endured
hardships, suffered persecution and death for our sakes
that we
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might be taught to love one another and be united and
affiliated instead of discordant and at variance. Enough
of these long centuries which have brought such
vicissitudes and hardships into the world through strife
and hatred. Now in this radiant century let us try to do
the will of God that we may be rescued from these
things of darkness and come forth into the boundless
illumination of heaven, shunning division and welcoming
the divine oneness of humanity. Perchance, God willing,
this terrestrial world may become as a celestial mirror
upon which we may behold the imprint of the traces of
Divinity, and the fundamental qualities of a new creation
may be reflected from the reality of love shining in
human hearts. From the light and semblance of God in



us may it be, indeed, proved and witnessed that God
has created man after His own image and likeness.

O my God! O my God! Verily, | invoke Thee and
supplicate before Thy threshold, asking Thee that all
Thy mercies may descend upon these souls. Specialize
them for Thy favor and Thy truth.

O Lord! Unite and bind together the hearts, join in
accord all the souls, and exhilarate the spirits through
the signs of Thy sanctity and oneness. O Lord! Make
these faces radiant through the light of Thy oneness.
Strengthen the loins of Thy servants in the service of
Thy kingdom.

O Lord, Thou possessor of infinite mercy! O Lord of
forgiveness and pardon! Forgive our sins, pardon our
shortcomings, and cause us to turn to the kingdom of
Thy clemency, invoking the kingdom of might and
power, humble at Thy shrine and submissive before the
glory of Thine evidences.

O Lord God! Make us as waves of the sea, as flowers of
the garden, united, agreed through the bounties of Thy
love. O Lord! Dilate the breasts through the signs of Thy
oneness, and make all mankind as stars shining from
the same height of glory, as perfect fruits growing upon
Thy tree of life.

Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Self-Subsistent, the
Giver, the Forgiving, the Pardoner, the Omniscient, the
One Creator.
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15 July 1912 7

Talk at Home of Dr. and Mrs. Florian Krug
830 Park Avenue, New York

Notes by Howard MacNutt

| am greatly pleased to see you. Your hearts are
illumined by the lights of Baha. This meeting is in reality
a divine, celestial assembly under the favor of God, for
we have no other purpose than praising and meeting
God. The prayer you have just offered is a prayer of
thankfulness.

Thankfulness is of various kinds. There is a verbal
thanksgiving which is confined to a mere utterance of
gratitude. This is of no importance because perchance
the tongue may give thanks while the heart is unaware
of it. Many who offer thanks to God are of this type, their
spirits and hearts unconscious of thanksgiving. This is
mere usage, just as when we meet, receive a gift and
say thank you, speaking the words without significance.
One may say thank you a thousand times while the
heart remains thankless, ungrateful. Therefore, mere
verbal thanksgiving is without effect. But real
thankfulness is a cordial giving of thanks from the heart.
When man in response to the favors of God manifests
susceptibilities of conscience, the heart is happy, the
spirit is exhilarated. These spiritual susceptibilities are
iIdeal thanksgiving.

There is a cordial thanksgiving, too, which expresses



itself in the deeds and actions of man when his heart is
filled with gratitude. For example, God has conferred
upon man the gift of guidance, and in thankfulness for
this great gift certain deeds must emanate from him. To
express his gratitude for the favors of God man must
show forth praiseworthy actions. In response to these
bestowals he must render good deeds, be self-
sacrificing, loving the servants of God, forfeiting even
life for them, showing kindness to all the creatures. He
must be severed from the world, attracted to the
Kingdom of Abha, the face radiant, the tongue eloquent,
the ear attentive, striving day and night to attain the
good pleasure of God. Whatsoever he wishes to do
must be in harmony with the good pleasure of God. He
must observe and see what is the will of God and act
accordingly. There can be no doubt that such
commendable deeds are thankfulness for the favors of
God.

Consider how grateful anyone becomes when healed
from sickness, when treated kindly by another or when
a service is rendered by another, even though it may be
of the least consequence. If we
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forget such favors, it is an evidence of ingratitude. Then
it will be said a loving-kindness has been done, but we
are thankless, not appreciating this love and favor.
Physically and spiritually we are submerged in the sea
of God's favor. He has provided our foods, drink and



other requirements; His favors encompass us from all
directions. The sustenances provided for man are
blessings. Sight, hearing and all his faculties are
wonderful gifts. These blessings are innumerable; no
matter how many are mentioned, they are still endless.
Spiritual blessings are likewise endless -- spirit,
consciousness, thought, memory, perception, ideation
and other endowments. By these He has guided us, and
we enter His Kingdom. He has opened the doors of all
good before our faces. He has vouchsafed eternal glory.
He has summoned us to the Kingdom of heaven. He
has enriched us by the bestowals of God. Every day he
has proclaimed new glad tidings. Every hour fresh
bounties descend.

Consider how all the people are asleep, and ye are
awake. They are dead, and ye are alive through the
breaths of the Holy Spirit. They are blind while ye are
endowed with perceptive sight. They are deprived of the
love of God, but in your hearts it exists and is glowing.
Consider these bestowals and favors.

Therefore, in thanksgiving for them ye must act in
accordance with the teachings of Baha'u'llah. Ye must
read the Tablets -- the Hidden Words, Ishragat, Glad
Tidings -- all the holy utterances, and act according to
them. This is real thanksgiving, to live in accord with
these utterances. This is true thankfulness and the
divine bestowal. This is thanksgiving and glorification of
God.



| hope you all may attain thereto, be mindful of these
favors of God and be attentive. It is my hope that | may
go away from New York with a happy heart, and my
heart is happy when the friends of God love each other,
when they manifest the mercy of God to all people. If |
see this, | shall go away happy.

Salutations!
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TALKS ABDU'L-BAHA DELIVERED
IN BOSTON

23 July 1912

Talk at Hotel Victoria

Boston, Massachusetts

Notes by Edna McKinney

The Baha'is must not engage in political movements
which lead to sedition. They must interest themselves in
movements which conduce to law and order. In Persia
at the present time the Baha'is have no part in the
revolutionary upheavals which have terminated in
lawlessness and rebellion. Nevertheless, a Baha'i may
hold a political office and be interested in politics of the
right type. Ministers, state officials and governor-
generals in Persia are Baha'is, and there are many
other Baha'is holding governmental positions; but
nowhere throughout the world should the followers of
Baha'u'llah be engaged in seditious movements. For
example, if there should be an uprising here in America
having for its purpose the establishment of a despotic



government, the Baha'is should not be connected with
it.

The Baha'i Cause covers all economic and social
questions under the heading and ruling of its laws. The
essence of the Baha'i spirit is that, in order to establish
a better social order and economic condition, there must
be allegiance to the laws and principles of government.
Under the laws which are to govern the world, the
socialists may justly demand human rights but without
resort to force and violence. The governments will enact
these laws, establishing just legislation and economics
in order that all humanity may enjoy a full measure of
welfare and privilege; but this will always be according
to legal protection and procedure. Without legislative
administration, rights and demands fail, and the welfare
of the commonwealth cannot be realized. Today the
method of demand is the strike and resort to force,
which is manifestly wrong and destructive of human
foundations. Rightful privilege and demand must be set
forth in laws and regulations.

While thousands are considering these questions, we
have more essential purposes. The fundamentals of the
whole economic condition are divine in nature and are
associated with the world of the heart and spirit. This is
fully explained in the Baha'i teaching, and without
knowledge of its principles no improvement in the
economic state can be realized. The Baha'is will bring
about this improvement
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and betterment but not through sedition and appeal to
physical force -- not through warfare, but welfare.
Hearts must be so cemented together, love must
become so dominant that the rich shall most willingly
extend assistance to the poor and take steps to
establish these economic adjustments permanently. If it
Is accomplished in this way, it will be most praiseworthy
because then it will be for the sake of God and in the
pathway of His service. For example, it will be as if the
rich inhabitants of a city should say, "It is neither just nor
lawful that we should possess great wealth while there
IS abject poverty in this community," and then willingly
give their wealth to the poor, retaining only as much as
will enable them to live comfortably.

Strive, therefore, to create love in the hearts in order
that they may become glowing and radiant. WWhen that
love is shining, it will permeate other hearts even as this
electric light illumines its surroundings. When the love of
God is established, everything else will be realized. This
is the true foundation of all economics. Reflect upon it.
Endeavor to become the cause of the attraction of souls
rather than to enforce minds. Manifest true economics
to the people. Show what love is, what kindness is, what
true severance is and generosity. This is the important
thing for you to do. Act in accordance with the teachings
of Baha'u'llah. All His Books will be translated. Now is
the time for you to live in accordance with His words.



Let your deeds be the real translation of their meaning.
Economic questions will not attract hearts. The love of
God alone will attract them. Economic questions are
most interesting; but the power which moves, controls
and attracts the hearts of men is the love of God.

24 July 1912 2
Talk to Theosophical Society
The Kensington

Exeter and Boylston Streets, Boston, Massachusetts
Notes by Edna McKinney

In the world of existence there is nothing so important
as spirit, nothing so essential as the spirit of man. The
spirit of man is the most noble of phenomena. The spirit
of man is the meeting between man and God. The spirit
of man is the animus of human life and the collective
center of all human virtues. The spirit of man is the
cause of the illumination of this world. The world may be
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likened to the body; man is the spirit of the body,
because the light of the world is the human spirit. Man is
the life of the world, and the life of man is the spirit. The
happiness of the world depends upon man, and the
happiness of man is dependent upon the spirit. The
world may be likened to the lamp chimney, whereas
man is the light. Man himself may be likened to the
lamp; his spirit is the light within the lamp. Therefore, we
will speak of this spirit.



The philosophers of the world are divided into two
classes: materialists, who deny the spirit and its
immortality, and the divine philosophers, the wise men
of God, the true illuminati who believe in the spirit and
its continuance hereafter. The ancient philosophers
taught that man consists simply of the material elements
which compose his cellular structure and that when this
composition is disintegrated the life of man becomes
extinct. They reasoned that man is body only, and from
this elemental composition the organs and their
functions, the senses, powers and attributes which
characterize man have proceeded, and that these
disappear completely with the physical body. This is
practically the statement of all the materialists.

The divine philosophers proclaim that the spirit of man
is ever-living and eternal, and because of the objections
of the materialists, these wise men of God have
advanced rational proofs to support the validity of their
statement. Inasmuch as the materialistic philosophers
deny the Books of God, scriptural demonstration is not
evidence to them, and materialistic proofs are
necessary. Answering them, the men of divine
knowledge have said that all existing phenomena may
be resolved into grades or kingdoms, classified
progressively as mineral, vegetable, animal and human,
each of which possesses its degree of function and
intelligence. When we consider the mineral, we find that
it exists and is possessed of the power of affinity or
combination. The vegetable possesses the qualities of



the mineral plus the augmentative virtue or power of
growth. It is, therefore, evident that the vegetable
kingdom is superior to the mineral. The animal kingdom
in turn possesses the qualities of the mineral and
vegetable plus the five senses of perception whereof
the kingdoms below it are lacking. Likewise, the power
of memory inherent in the animal does not exist in the
lower kingdoms.

Just as the animal is more noble than the vegetable and
mineral, so man is superior to the animal. The animal is
bereft of ideality -- that is to say, it is a captive of the
world of nature and not in touch with that which lies
within and beyond nature; it is without spiritual
susceptibilities, deprived of the attractions of
CONSCIOUSNESS,
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unconscious of the world of God and incapable of
deviating from the law of nature. It is different with man.
Man is possessed of the emanations of consciousness;
he has perception, ideality and is capable of discovering
the mysteries of the universe. All the industries,
inventions and facilities surrounding our daily life were
at one time hidden secrets of nature, but the reality of
man penetrated them and made them subiject to his
purposes. According to nature's laws they should have
remained latent and hidden; but man, having
transcended those laws, discovered these mysteries
and brought them out of the plane of the invisible into



the realm of the known and visible. How wonderful is
the spirit of man! One of the mysteries of natural
phenomena is electricity. Man has discovered this
illimitable power and made it captive to his uses. How
many of nature's secrets have been penetrated and
revealed! Columbus, while in Spain, discovered
America. Man has accurately determined that the sun is
stationary while the earth revolves about it. The animal
cannot do this. Man perceives the mirage to be an
illusion. This is beyond the power of the animal. The
animal can only know through sense impressions and
cannot grasp intellectual realities. The animal cannot
conceive of the power of thought. This is an abstract
intellectual matter and not limited to the senses. The
animal is incapable of knowing that the earth is round.
In brief, abstract intellectual phenomena are human
powers. All creation below the kingdom of man is the
captive of nature; it cannot deviate in the slightest
degree from nature's laws. But man wrests the sword of
dominion from nature's hand and uses it upon nature's
head. For example, it is a natural exigency that man
should be a dweller upon the earth, but the power of the
human spirit transcends this limitation, and he soars
aloft in airplanes. This is contrary to the law and
requirement of nature. He sails at high speed upon the
ocean and dives beneath its surface in submarines. He
imprisons the human voice in a phonograph and
communicates in the twinkling of an eye from East to
West. These are things we know to be contrary to the



limitations of natural law. Man transcends nature, while
the mineral, vegetable and animal are helplessly subject
to it. This can be done only through the power of the
spirit, because the spirit is the reality.

In the physical powers and senses, however, man and
the animal are partners. In fact, the animal is often
superior to man in sense perception. For instance, the
vision of some animals is exceedingly keen and the
hearing of others most acute. Consider the instinct of a
dog: how much greater than that of man. But, although
the animal shares with man all the physical virtues and
senses, a
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spiritual power has been bestowed upon man of which
the animal is devoid. This is a proof that there is
something in man above and beyond the endowment of
the animal -- a faculty and virtue peculiar to the human
kingdom which is lacking in the lower kingdoms of
existence. This is the spirit of man. All these wonderful
human accomplishments are due to the efficacy and
penetrating power of the spirit of man. If man were
bereft of this spirit, none of these accomplishments
would have been possible. This is as evident as the sun
at midday.

All the organisms of material creation are limited to an
image or form. That is to say, each created material
being is possessed of a form; it cannot possess two
forms at the same time. For example, a body may be



spherical, triangular or square; but it is impossible for it
to be two of these shapes simultaneously. It may be
triangular, but if it is to become square, it must first rid
itself of the triangular shape. It is absolutely impossible
for it to be both at the same time. Therefore, it is evident
in the reality of material organisms that different forms
cannot be simultaneously possessed. In the spiritual
reality of man, however, all geometrical figures can be
simultaneously conceived, while in physical realities one
image must be forsaken in order that another may be
possible. This is the law of change and transformation,
and change and transformation are precursors of
mortality. Were it not for this change in form,
phenomena would be immortal; but because the
phenomenal existence is subject to transformation, it is
mortal. The reality of man, however, is possessed of all
virtues; it is not necessary for him to give up one image
for another as mere physical bodies do. Therefore, in
that reality there is no change or transformation; it is
immortal and everlasting. The body of man may be in
America while his spirit is laboring and working in the
Far East, discovering, organizing and planning. While
occupied in governing, making laws and erecting a
building in Russia, his body is still here in America.
What is this power which, notwithstanding that it is
embodied in America, is operating at the same time in
the Orient, organizing, destroying, upbuilding? It is the
spirit of man. This is irrefutable.

When you wish to reflect upon or consider a matter, you



consult something within you. You say, shall | do it, or
shall | not do it? Is it better to make this journey or
abandon it? Whom do you consult? Who is within you
deciding this question? Surely there is a distinct power,
an intelligent ego. Were it not distinct from your ego, you
would not be consulting it. It is greater than the faculty
of thought. It is your spirit which teaches you, which
advises and decides upon matters. Who is it that
interrogates? Who is it that answers? There
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is no doubt that it is the spirit and that there is no
change or transformation in it, for it is not a composition
of elements, and anything that is not composed of
elements is eternal. Change and transformation are
peculiarities of composition. There is no change and
transformation in the spirit. In proof of this, the body
may become weakened in its members. It may be
dismembered, or one of its members may be
incapacitated. The whole body may be paralyzed; and
yet the mind, the spirit, remains ever the same. The
mind decides; the thought is perfect; and yet the hand is
withered, the feet have become useless, the spinal
column is paralyzed, and there is no muscular
movement at all, but the spirit is in the same status.
Dismember a healthy man; the spirit is not
dismembered. Amputate his feet; his spirit is there. He
may become lame; the spirit is not affected. The spirit is
ever the same; no change or transformation can you



perceive, and because there is no change or
transformation, it is everlasting and permanent.

Consider man while in the state of sleep; it is evident
that all his parts and members are at a standstill, are
functionless. His eye does not see, his ear does not
hear, his feet and hands are motionless; but,
nevertheless, he does see in the world of dreams, he
does hear, he speaks, he walks, he may even fly in an
airplane. Therefore, it becomes evident that though the
body be dead, yet the spirit is alive and permanent. Nay,
the perceptions may be keener when man's body is
asleep, the flight may be higher, the hearing may be
more acute; all the functions are there, and yet the body
is at a standstill. Hence, it is proof that there is a spirit in
the man, and in this spirit there is no distinction as to
whether the body be asleep or absolutely dead and
dependent. The spirit is not incapacitated by these
conditions; it is not bereft of its existence; it is not bereft
of its perfections. The proofs are many, innumerable.

These are all rational proofs. Nobody can refute them.
As we have shown that there is a spirit and that this
spirit is permanent and everlasting, we must strive to
learn of it. May you become informed of its power,
hasten to render it divine, to have it become sanctified
and holy and make it the very light of the world
illumining the East and the West.
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Talk at Hotel Victoria
Boston, Massachusetts
Notes by Edna McKinney

| am very happy to greet you here today. This is the
second time the breeze of God has wafted over Boston.
| am expecting results from this visit and hope that my
coming may not be fruitless. The results | expect are
these: that the individual soul shall be released from self
and desire and freed from the bondage of satanic
suggestions. May the mirrors of hearts be cleansed
from dust in order that the Sun of Truth may be reflected
therein.

Man possesses two kinds of susceptibilities: the natural
emotions, which are like dust upon the mirror, and
spiritual susceptibilities, which are merciful and
heavenly characteristics.

There is a power which purifies the mirror from dust and
transforms its reflection into intense brilliancy and
radiance so that spiritual susceptibilities may chasten
the hearts and heavenly bestowals sanctify them. What
is the dust which obscures the mirror? It is attachment
to the world, avarice, envy, love of luxury and comfort,
haughtiness and self-desire; this is the dust which
prevents reflection of the rays of the Sun of Reality in
the mirror. The natural emotions are blameworthy and
are like rust which deprives the heart of the bounties of
God. But sincerity, justice, humility, severance, and love
for the believers of God will purify the mirror and make it



radiant with reflected rays from the Sun of Truth.

It is my hope that you may consider this matter, that you
may search out your own imperfections and not think of
the imperfections of anybody else. Strive with all your
power to be free from imperfections. Heedless souls are
always seeking faults in others. What can the hypocrite
know of others' faults when he is blind to his own? This
is the meaning of the words in the Seven Valleys. Itis a
guide for human conduct. As long as a man does not
find his own faults, he can never become perfect.
Nothing is more fruitful for man than the knowledge of
his own shortcomings. The Blessed Perfection says, "I
wonder at the man who does not find his own
imperfections."
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TALKS ABDU'L-BAHA DELIVERED
IN DUBLIN

5 August 1912

Talk at Dublin Inn

Dublin, New Hampshire

Notes by Howard MacNutt

The people of Christianity have clung to literal
interpretation of the statement in the Gospel that Christ
came from heaven. The Jews, likewise, at the time of
His manifestation held to outward and visible
expectation of the fulfillment of the prophecies. They
said, "The Messiah shall appear from heaven. This man
came from Nazareth; we know his house; we know his



parents and people. It is only hearsay that he
descended from heaven; this cannot be proved."

The text of the Gospel states that He came from heaven
although physically born of the mother. The meaning is
that the divine reality of Christ was from heaven, but the
body was born of Mary. Therefore, He came according
to the prophecies of the Holy Book and, likewise,
according to natural law -- His reality from heaven, His
body earthly. As He came before, so must He come this
time in the same way. But some arise with objections,
saying, "We must have literal proof of this through the
senses."

The reality of Christ was always in heaven and will
always be. This is the intention of the text of the Gospel.
For while Jesus Christ walked upon the earth, He said,
"The Son of Man is in heaven." Therefore, holding to
literal interpretation and visible fulfillment of the text of
the Holy Books is simply imitation of ancestral forms
and beliefs; for when we perceive the reality of Christ,
these texts and statements become clear and perfectly
reconcilable with each other. Unless we perceive reality,
we cannot understand the meanings of the Holy Books,
for these meanings are symbolical and spiritual -- such
as, for instance, the raising of Lazarus, which has
spiritual interpretation. We must first establish the fact
that the power of God is infinite, unlimited, and that it is
within that power to accomplish anything.

Second, we must understand the interpretation of



Christ's words concerning the dead. A certain disciple
came to Christ and asked permission to go and bury his
father. He answered, "Let the dead bury their dead."
Therefore, Christ designated as dead some who were
still living -- that is, let the living dead, the spiritually
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dead, bury your father. They were dead because they
were not believers in Christ. Although physically alive,
they were dead spiritually. This is the meaning of
Christ's words, "That which is born of flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of Spirit is spirit." He meant that those
who were simply born of the human body were dead
spiritually, while those quickened by the breaths of the
Holy Spirit were living and eternally alive. These are the
interpretations of Christ Himself. Reflect upon them, and
the meanings of the Holy Books will become clear as
the sun at midday.

The Holy Books have their special terminologies which
must be known and understood. Physicians have their
own peculiar terms; architects, philosophers have their
characteristic expressions; poets have their phrases;
and scientists, their nomenclature. In the scripture we
read that Zion is dancing. It is evident that this has other
than literal interpretation. The meaning is that the
people of Zion shall rejoice. The Jews said Christ was
not the Messiah but Antichrist, because one of the signs
of the Messiah's coming was the dancing of Mount Zion,
which had not yet come to pass. In reality, when Christ



appeared, not only Mount Zion but all Palestine danced
and rejoiced. Again in scriptures it is said, "The trees of
the field shall clap their hands." This is symbolical.
There are terms and expressions of usage in every
language which cannot be taken literally. For instance,
in oriental countries it is customary to say, "WWhen my
friend entered the house, the doors and walls began to
sing and dance." In Persia they say, "Get at the head,"
meaning engage in the matter according to its own
terms and usages. All these have other and inner
meanings.

You have asked concerning approval of Christian
Science treatment and healing. Spirit has influence;
prayer has spiritual effect. Therefore, we pray, "O God!
Heal this sick one!" Perchance God will answer. Does it
matter who prays? God will answer the prayer of every
servant if that prayer is urgent. His mercy is vast,
illimitable. He answers the prayers of all His servants.
He answers the prayer of this plant. The plant prays
potentially, "O God! Send me rain!" God answers the
prayer, and the plant grows. God will answer anyone.
He answers prayers potentially. Before we were born
into this world did we not pray, "O God! Give me a
mother; give me two fountains of bright milk; purify the
air for my breathing; grant me rest and comfort; prepare
food for my sustenance and living"? Did we not pray
potentially for these needed blessings before we were
created? When we came into this world, did we not find
our prayers answered? Did we not find mother, father,



food, light, home and every other necessity and
blessing,
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although we did not actually ask for them? Therefore, it
is natural that God will give to us when we ask Him. His
mercy is all-encircling.

But we ask for things which the divine wisdom does not
desire for us, and there is no answer to our prayer. His
wisdom does not sanction what we wish. We pray, "O
God! Make me wealthy!" If this prayer were universally
answered, human affairs would be at a standstill. There
would be none left to work in the streets, none to till the
soil, none to build, none to run the trains. Therefore, it is
evident that it would not be well for us if all prayers were
answered. The affairs of the world would be interfered
with, energies crippled and progress hindered. But
whatever we ask for which is in accord with divine
wisdom, God will answer. Assuredly!

For instance, a very feeble patient may ask the doctor to
give him food which would be positively dangerous to
his life and condition. He may beg for roast meat. The
doctor is kind and wise. He knows it would be
dangerous to his patient so he refuses to allow it. The
doctor is merciful; the patient, ignorant. Through the
doctor's kindness the patient recovers; his life is saved.
Yet the patient may cry out that the doctor is unkind, not
good, because he refuses to answer his pleading.

God is merciful. In His mercy He answers the prayers of



all His servants when according to His supreme wisdom
it is necessary.

6 August 1912 2

Talk at Home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Parsons
Dublin, New Hampshire

Notes by Howard MacNutt

Today we are enjoying temperate weather. As there are
many strangers present, we will answer questions.

Question: Are not all Christians Baha'is? Is there any
difference?

Answer: When Christians act according to the teachings
of Christ, they are called Baha'is. For the foundations of
Christianity and the religion of Baha'u'llah are one. The
foundations of all the divine Prophets and Holy Books
are one. The difference among them is one of
terminology only. Each springtime is identical with the
former springtime. The distinction between them is only
one of the calendar -- 1911, 1912 and so on. The
difference between a Christian and a Baha'i, therefore,
is this: There was a former
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springtime, and there is a springtime now. No other
difference exists because the foundations are the same.
Whoever acts completely in accordance with the
teachings of Christ is a Baha'i. The purpose is the
essential meaning of Christian, not the mere word. The
purpose is the sun itself and not the dawning points. For



though the sun is one sun, its dawning points are many.
We must not adore the dawning points but worship the
sun. We must adore the reality of religion and not blindly
cling to the appellation Christianity. The Sun of Reality
must be worshiped and followed. We must seek the
fragrance of the rose from whatever bush it is blooming
-- whether oriental or western. Be seekers of light, no
matter from which lantern it shines forth. Be not lovers
of the lantern. At one time the light has shone from a
lantern in the East, now in the West. If it comes from
North, South, from whatever direction it proceeds, follow
the light. Let me illustrate further. A certain person
bestowed a coin upon five beggars. They resolved to
spend it for food. The Englishman said, "Buy grapes."
The Turk wanted uzum, the Arab anab, the Greek stafi'li,
the Persian angur. Not understanding each other's
language, they quarreled and fought. A stranger came
along. He was familiar with all five languages. He said,
"Give me the coin; | will buy what you wish." When he
brought them grapes, they were all satisfied. They
wanted the same thing but differed in the term only.
Briefly, when reality dawns in the midst of the religions,
all will be unified and reconciled.

Question: Does Abdu'l-Baha find Christianity is not lived
up to and carried out in America?

Answer: My meaning is that it should be completely
carried out and lived up to. Man needs eyes, ears,
arms, a head, feet and various other members. When



he possesses all and all work together, there is
symmetry and perfection in him. So Christ said, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect," meaning that perfection is the
requirement of Christianity. Be the image and likeness
of God. This is not easy. It necessitates the focalization
of all heavenly virtues. It requires that we become
recipients of all the perfections of God. Then we
become His image and likeness. For in the Bible it is
stated, "Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness." The attainment of this is most difficult.

When Christ appeared with those marvelous breaths of
the Holy Spirit, the children of Israel said, "We are quite
independent of him; we can do without him and follow
Moses; we have a book and in it are found the
teachings of God; what need, therefore, have we
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of this man?" Christ said to them, "The book sufficeth
you not." It is possible for a man to hold to a book of
medicine and say, "l have no need of a doctor; | will act
according to the book; in it every disease is named, all
symptoms are explained, the diagnosis of each ailment
is completely written out, and a prescription for each
malady is furnished; therefore, why do | need a doctor?"
This is sheer ignorance. A physician is needed to
prescribe. Through his skill the principles of the book
are correctly and effectively applied until the patient is
restored to health. Christ was a heavenly Physician. He



brought spiritual health and healing into the world.
Baha'u'llah is, likewise, a divine Physician. He has
revealed prescriptions for removing disease from the
body politic and has remedied human conditions by
spiritual power.

Therefore, mere knowledge is not sufficient for complete
human attainment. The teachings of the Holy Books
need a heavenly power and divine potency to carry
them out. A house is not built by mere acquaintance
with the plans. Money must be forthcoming; volition is
necessary to construct it; a carpenter must be employed
in its erection. It is not enough to say, "The plan and
purpose of this house are very good; | will live in it."
There are no walls of protection, there is no roof of
shelter in this mere statement; the house must be
actually built before we can live in it.

Briefly, the teachings of the Holy Books need a divine
potency to complete their accomplishment in human
hearts. In Persia Baha'u'llah reared and taught souls,
established a bond of affiliation among various peoples
and united divergent religious beliefs to such an extent
that twenty thousand devoted ones sacrificed
themselves for the Cause of God in the glorious unity of
martyrdom. No differences whatever remained among
these blessed souls -- Christians, Jews, Muslims,
Zoroastrians, all blended, unified and agreed through
the potency of His heavenly power, not by mere words,
not by merely saying, "Unity is good, and love is



praiseworthy."

Baha'u'llah not only proclaimed this unity and love; He
established it. As a heavenly Physician He not only
gave prescriptions for these ailments of discord and
hatred but accomplished the actual healing. We may
read in a medical book that a certain form of iliness
requires such and such a remedy. While this may be
absolutely true, the remedy is useless unless there be
volition and executive force to apply it. Every man in the
king's army can give a command; but when the king
speaks, it is carried out. This one, that one, may say,
"Go conquer a country"; but when the king says, "Go!",
the army advances. Therefore, it is evident that the
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confirmation of the Holy Spirit and impelling influence of
a heavenly power are needed to accomplish the divine
purpose in human hearts and conditions. Jesus Christ,
single, solitary and alone, accomplished what all the
kings of the earth could not have carried out. If all the
kingdoms and nations of the world had combined to
effect it, they would have failed.

It is, therefore, evident and proved that an effort must be
put forward to complete the purpose and plan of the
teachings of God in order that in this great Day of days
the world may be reformed, souls resuscitated, a new
spirit of life found, hearts become illumined, mankind
rescued from the bondage of nature, saved from the
baseness of materialism and attain spirituality and



radiance in attraction toward the divine Kingdom. This is
necessary; this is needful. Mere reading of the Holy
Books and texts will not suffice.

Many years ago in Baghdad | saw a certain officer
sitting upon the ground. Before him a large paper was
placed into which he was sticking needles tipped with
small red and white flags. First he would stick them into
the paper, then thoughtfully pull them out and change
their position. | watched him with curious interest for a
long time, then asked, "What are you doing?" He
replied, "l have in mind something which is historically
related of Napoleon | during his war against Austria.
One day, it is said, his secretary found him sitting upon
the ground as | am now doing, sticking needles into a
paper before him. His secretary inquired what it meant.
Napoleon answered, '| am on the battlefield figuring out
my next victory. You see, Italy and Austria are defeated,
and France is triumphant.' In the great campaign which
followed, everything came out just as he said. His army
carried his plans to a complete success. Now, | am
doing the same as Napoleon, figuring out a great
campaign of military conquest." | said, "Where is your
army? Napoleon had an army already equipped when
he figured out his victory. You have no army. Your forces
exist only on paper. You have no power to conquer
countries. First get ready your army, then sit upon the
ground with your needles." We need an army to attain
victory in the spiritual world; mere plans are not
sufficient; ideas and principles are helpless without a



divine power to put them into effect.

Aside from all this, there is need of the stimulus of the
joy of glad tidings in human hearts. Certain spiritual
attraction is requisite in order that hearts may willingly
take the step forward in the divine Cause. We must
become attracted to God. The breaths of the Holy Spirit
must take effect. Unless this is so, it is impossible for
the teachings of God to accomplish in us. An ideal
power is
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necessary. The people of America have remarkably
quick perception, intelligence and understanding. Their
thoughts are free and not fettered by the yoke of
governmental tyranny. They should investigate reality
and not be occupied with ancestral forms and imitations.
Consider what Christ accomplished. He caused souls to
attain a station where with complete willingness and joy
they laid down their lives. What a power! Thousands of
human souls, in the utmost joy because of their spiritual
susceptibilities, were so attracted to God that they were
dispossessed of volition, deprived of will in His path. If
they had been told simply that sacrifice in the path of
God was good and praiseworthy, this would never have
happened. They would not have acted. Christ attracted
them, wrested the reins of control from them, and they
went forth in ecstasy to sacrifice themselves.

Qurratu'l-'Ayn was a Persian woman without fame and
importance -- unknown, like all other Persian women.



When she saw Baha'u'llah, she changed completely,
visibly, and looked within another world. The reins of
volition were taken out of her hands by heavenly
attraction. She was so overcome that physical
susceptibilities ceased. Her husband, her sons and her
family arose in the greatest hostility against Baha'u'llah.
She became so attracted to the divine threshold that
she forsook everything and went forth to the plain of
Badasht, no fear in her heart, dauntless, intrepid, openly
proclaiming the message of light which had come to her.
The Persian government stood against her. They made
every effort to quiet her, they imprisoned her in the
governor's house, but she continued to speak. Then she
was taken and killed. To her very last breath she spoke
with fervid eloquence and so became famous for her
complete attraction in the path of God. If she had not
seen Baha'u'llah, no such effect would have been
produced. She had read and heard the teachings of
scriptures all her life, but the action and enkindlement
were missing. All women in Persia are enveloped in
veils in public. So completely covered are they that even
the hand is not visible. This rigid veiling is unspeakable.
Qurratu'l-Ayn tore off her veils and went forth fearlessly.
She was like a lioness. Her action caused a great
turmoil throughout the land of Persia. So excessive and
compulsory is the requirement for veiling in the East that
the people in the West have no idea of the excitement
and indignation produced by the appearance of an
unveiled woman. Qurratu'l-Ayn lost all thought of herself



and was unconscious of fear in her attraction to God.

Question: Do the Baha'i women go without veils in the
East?

Answer: It is not possible for them to do so universally
yet, but
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the conditions are not nearly so restrictive as they were.
The Baha'i men and women meet together. This is the
beginning of woman's emancipation from the thralldom
of centuries. Qurratu'l-'Ayn was really the liberator of all
Persian women.
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TALKS ABDU'L-BAHA DELIVERED
AT GREEN ACRE

16 August 1912

Talk at Green Acre

Eliot, Maine

Notes by Edna McKinney

Every subject presented to a thoughtful audience must
be supported by rational proofs and logical arguments.
Proofs are of four kinds: first, through sense perception;
second, through the reasoning faculty; third, from
traditional or scriptural authority; fourth, through the
medium of inspiration. That is to say, there are four
criteria or standards of judgment by which the human
mind reaches its conclusions. We will first consider the
criterion of the senses. This is a standard still held to by



the materialistic philosophers of the world. They believe
that whatever is perceptible to the senses is a verity, a
certainty and without doubt existent. For example, they
say, "Here is a lamp which you see, and because it is
perceptible to the sense of sight, you cannot doubt its
existence. There is a tree; your sense of vision assures
you of its reality, which is beyond question. This is a
man; you see that he is a man; therefore, he exists." In
a word, everything confirmed by the senses is assumed
to be as undoubted and unquestioned as the product of
five multiplied by five; it cannot be twenty-six nor less
than twenty-five. Consequently, the materialistic
philosophers consider the criterion of the senses to be
first and foremost.

But in the estimation of the divine philosophers this
proof and assurance is not reliable; nay, rather, they
deem the standard of the senses to be false because it
is imperfect. Sight, for instance, is one of the most
important of the senses, yet it is subject to many
aberrations and inaccuracies. The eye sees the mirage
as a body of water; it regards images in the mirror as
realities when they are but reflections. A man sailing
upon the river imagines that objects upon the shore are
moving, whereas he is in motion, and they are
stationary. To the eye the earth appears fixed, while the
sun and stars revolve about it. As a matter of fact, the
heavenly orbs are stationary, and the earth is turning
upon its axis. The colossal suns, planets and
constellations which shine in the heavens appear small,



nay, infinitesimal to human vision, whereas in reality
they are vastly greater than the earth in dimension and
volume. A whirling spark appears to the sight as a circle
of fire. There are numberless instances
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of this kind which show the error and inaccuracy of the
senses. Therefore, the divine philosophers have
considered this standard of judgment to be defective
and unreliable.

The second criterion is that of the intellect. The ancient
philosophers in particular considered the intellect to be
the most important agency of judgment. Among the wise
men of Greece, Rome, Persia and Egypt the criterion of
true proof was reason. They held that every matter
submitted to the reasoning faculty could be proved true
or false and must be accepted or rejected accordingly.
But in the estimation of the people of insight this
criterion is likewise defective and unreliable, for these
same philosophers who held to reason or intellect as
the standard of human judgment have differed widely
among themselves upon every subject of investigation.
The statements of the Greek philosophers are
contradictory to the conclusions of the Persian sages.
Even among the Greek philosophers themselves there
is continual variance and lack of agreement upon any
given subject. Great difference of thought also prevailed
between the wise men of Greece and Rome. Therefore,
if the criterion of reason or intellect constituted a correct



and infallible standard of judgment, those who tested
and applied it should have arrived at the same
conclusions. As they differ and are contradictory in
conclusions, it is an evidence that the method and
standard of test must have been faulty and insufficient.

The third criterion or standard of proof is traditional or
scriptural -- namely, that every statement or conclusion
should be supported by traditions recorded in certain
religious books. When we come to consider even the
Holy Books -- the Books of God -- we are led to ask,
"Who understands these books? By what authority of
explanation may these Books be understood?” It must
be the authority of human reason, and if reason or
intellect finds itself incapable of explaining certain
qguestions, or if the possessors of intellect contradict
each other in the interpretation of traditions, how can
such a criterion be relied upon for accurate
conclusions?

The fourth standard is that of inspiration. In past
centuries many philosophers have claimed illumination
or revelation, prefacing their statements by the
announcement that "this subject has been revealed
through me" or "thus do | speak by inspiration." Of this
class were the philosophers of the llluminati.
Inspirations are the promptings or susceptibilities of the
human heart. The promptings of the heart are
sometimes satanic. How are we to differentiate them?
How are we to tell whether a given statement is an



inspiration and prompting of the heart through the
merciful assistance or through the satanic agency?
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Consequently, it has become evident that the four
criteria or standards of judgment by which the human
mind reaches its conclusions are faulty and inaccurate.
All of them are liable to mistake and error in
conclusions. But a statement presented to the mind
accompanied by proofs which the senses can perceive
to be correct, which the faculty of reason can accept,
which is in accord with traditional authority and
sanctioned by the promptings of the heart, can be
adjudged and relied upon as perfectly correct, for it has
been proved and tested by all the standards of
judgment and found to be complete. When we apply but
one test, there are possibilities of mistake. This is self-
evident and manifest.

We will now consider the subject of love which has been
suggested, submitting it to the four standards of
judgment and thereby reaching our conclusions.

We declare that love is the cause of the existence of all
phenomena and that the absence of love is the cause of
disintegration or nonexistence. Love is the conscious
bestowal of God, the bond of affiliation in all
phenomena. We will first consider the proof of this
through sense perception. As we look upon the
universe, we observe that all composite beings or
existing phenomena are made up primarily of single



elements bound together by a power of attraction.
Through this power of attraction cohesion has become
manifest between atoms of these composing elements.
The resultant being is a phenomenon of the lower
contingent type. The power of cohesion expressed in
the mineral kingdom is in reality love or affinity
manifested in a low degree according to the exigencies
of the mineral world. We take a step higher into the
vegetable kingdom where we find an increased power
of attraction has become manifest among the
composing elements which form phenomena. Through
this degree of attraction a cellular admixture is produced
among these elements which make up the body of a
plant. Therefore, in the degree of the vegetable kingdom
there is love. We enter the animal kingdom and find the
attractive power binding together single elements as in
the mineral, plus the cellular admixture as in the
vegetable, plus the phenomena of feelings or
susceptibilities. We observe that the animals are
susceptible to certain affiliation and fellowship and that
they exercise natural selection. This elemental
attraction, this admixture and selective affinity is love
manifest in the degree of the animal kingdom.

Finally, we come to the kingdom of man. As this is the
superior kingdom, the light of love is more resplendent.
In man we find the power of attraction among the
elements which compose his material body, plus the
attraction which produces cellular admixture or
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augmentative power, plus the attraction which
characterizes the sensibilities of the animal kingdom,
but still beyond and above all these lower powers we
discover in the being of man the attraction of heart, the
susceptibilities and affinities which bind men together,
enabling them to live and associate in friendship and
solidarity. It is, therefore, evident that in the world of
humanity the greatest king and sovereign is love. If love
were extinguished, the power of attraction dispelled, the
affinity of human hearts destroyed, the phenomena of
human life would disappear.

This is a proof perceptible to the senses, acceptable to
reason, in accord with traditions and teachings of the
Holy Books and verified by the promptings of human
hearts themselves. It is a proof upon which we can
absolutely rely and declare to be complete. But these
are only degrees of love which exist in the natural or
physical world. Their manifestation is ever according to
the requirement of natural conditions and standards.

Real love is the love which exists between God and His
servants, the love which binds together holy souls. This
is the love of the spiritual world, not the love of physical
bodies and organisms. For example, consider and
observe how the bestowals of God successively
descend upon mankind, how the divine effulgences ever
shine upon the human world. There can be no doubt
that these bestowals, these bounties, these effulgences



emanate from love. Unless love be the divine motive, it
would be impossible for the heart of man to attain or
receive them. Unless love exists, the divine blessing
could not descend upon any object or thing. Unless
there be love, the recipient of divine effulgence could
not radiate and reflect that effulgence upon other
objects. If we are of those who perceive, we realize that
the bounties of God manifest themselves continuously,
even as the rays of the sun unceasingly emanate from
the solar center. The phenomenal world through the
resplendent effulgence of the sun is radiant and bright.
In the same way the realm of hearts and spirits is
illumined and resuscitated through the shining rays of
the Sun of Reality and the bounties of the love of God.
Thereby the world of existence, the kingdom of hearts
and spirits, is ever quickened into life. Were it not for the
love of God, hearts would be inanimate, spirits would
wither, and the reality of man would be bereft of the
everlasting bestowals.

Consider to what extent the love of God makes itself
manifest. Among the signs of His love which appear in
the world are the dawning points of His Manifestations.
What an infinite degree of love is reflected by the divine
Manifestations toward mankind! For the sake of guiding
the people They have willingly forfeited Their
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lives to resuscitate human hearts. They have accepted
the cross. To enable human souls to attain the supreme



degree of advancement, They have suffered during
Their limited years extreme ordeals and difficulties. If
Jesus Christ had not possessed love for the world of
humanity, surely He would not have welcomed the
cross. He was crucified for the love of mankind.
Consider the infinite degree of that love. Without love for
humanity John the Baptist would not have offered his
life. It has been likewise with all the Prophets and Holy
Souls. If the Bab had not manifested love for mankind,
surely He would not have offered His breast for a
thousand bullets. If Baha'u'llah had not been aflame
with love for humanity, He would not have willingly
accepted forty years' imprisonment.

Observe how rarely human souls sacrifice their pleasure
or comfort for others, how improbable that a man would
offer his eye or suffer himself to be dismembered for the
benefit of another. Yet all the divine Manifestations
suffered, offered Their lives and blood, sacrificed Their
existence, comfort and all They possessed for the sake
of mankind. Therefore, consider how much They love.
Were it not for Their love for humanity, spiritual love
would be mere nomenclature. Were it not for Their
illumination, human souls would not be radiant. How
effective is Their love! This is a sign of the love of God,
a ray of the Sun of Reality.

Therefore, we must give praise unto God, for it is the
light of His bounty which has shone upon us through His
love which is everlasting. His divine Manifestations have



offered Their lives through love for us. Consider, then,
what the love of God means. Were it not for the love of
God, all the spirits would be inanimate. The meaning of
this is not physical death; nay, rather, it is that condition
concerning which Christ declared, "Let the dead bury
their dead," for "That which is born of the flesh is flesh:
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." Were it not
for the love of God, the hearts would not be illumined.
Were it not for the love of God, the pathway of the
Kingdom would not be opened. Were it not for the love
of God, the Holy Books would not have been revealed.
Were it not for the love of God, the divine Prophets
would not have been sent to the world. The foundation
of all these bestowals is the love of God. Therefore, in
the human world there is no greater power than the love
of God. It is the love of God which has brought us
together here tonight. It is the love of God which is
affiliating the East and the West. It is the love of God
which has resuscitated the world. Now we must offer
thanks to God that such a great bestowal and
effulgence has been revealed to us.

We come to another aspect of our subject: Are the
workings and
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effects of love confined to this world, or do they extend
on and on to another existence? Will its influence affect
our existence here only, or will it extend to the
everlasting life? When we look upon the human



kingdom, we readily observe that it is superior to all
others. In the differentiation of life in the world of
existence, there are four degrees or kingdoms: the
mineral, vegetable, animal and human. The mineral
kingdom is possessed of a certain virtue which we term
cohesion. The vegetable kingdom possesses cohesive
properties plus the power of growth, or augmentative
power. The animal kingdom is possessed of the virtues
of the mineral and vegetable plus the powers of the
senses. But the animal, although gifted with
sensibilities, is utterly bereft of consciousness,
absolutely out of touch with the world of consciousness
and spirit. The animal possesses no powers by which it
can make discoveries which lie beyond the realm of the
senses. It has no power of intellectual origination. For
example, an animal located in Europe is not capable of
discovering the continent of America. It understands
only phenomena which come within the range of its
senses and instinct. It cannot abstractly reason out
anything. The animal cannot conceive of the earth being
spherical or revolving upon its axis. It cannot apprehend
that the little stars in the heavens are tremendous
worlds vastly greater than the earth. The animal cannot
abstractly conceive of intellect. Of these powers it is
bereft. Therefore, these powers are peculiar to man,
and it is made evident that in the human kingdom there
is a reality of which the animal is lacking. What is that
reality? It is the spirit of man. By it man is distinguished
above all the other phenomenal kingdoms. Although he



possesses all the virtues of the lower kingdoms, he is
further endowed with the spiritual faculty, the heavenly
gift of consciousness.

All material phenomena are subject to nature. All
material organisms are captives of nature. None of them
can deviate in the slightest from the laws of nature. This
earth, these great mountains, the animals with their
wonderful powers and instincts cannot go beyond
natural limitations. All things are captives of nature
except man. Man is the sovereign of nature; he breaks
nature's laws. Though an animal fitted by nature to live
upon the surface of the earth, he flies in the air like a
bird, sails upon the ocean and dives deep beneath its
waves in submarines. Man is gifted with a power
whereby he penetrates and discovers the laws of
nature, brings them forth from the world of invisibility
into the plane of visibility. Electricity was once a latent
force of nature. According to nature's laws it should
remain a hidden secret, but the spirit of man discovered
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it, brought it forth from its secret depository and made
its phenomena visible. It is evident and manifest that
man is capable of breaking nature's laws. How does he
accomplish it? Through a spirit with which God has
endowed him at creation. This is a proof that the spirit of
man differentiates and distinguishes him above all the
lower kingdoms. It is this spirit to which the verse in the
Old Testament refers when it states, "And God said, Let



us make man in our image, after our likeness." The
spirit of man alone penetrates the realities of God and
partakes of the divine bounties.

This great power must evidently be differentiated from
the physical body or temple in which it is manifested.
Observe and understand how this human body
changes; nevertheless, the spirit of man remains ever in
the same condition. For instance, the body sometimes
grows weak, it becomes strong or stout, sometimes it
grows smaller or may be dismembered, but there is no
effect upon the spirit. The eye may become blind, the
foot may be amputated, but no imperfection afflicts the
spirit. This is proof that the spirit of man is distinct from
his body. Defects in the body or its members do not
imply defects in the spirit. This leads to the accurate
conclusion that if the whole body should be subjected to
a radical change, the spirit will survive that change; that
even if the body of man is destroyed and becomes
nonexistent, the spirit of man remains unaffected. For
the spirit of man is everlasting. Sometimes the body
sleeps, the eyes do not see, the ears do not hear, the
members cease to act, every function is as inactive as
death; nevertheless, the spirit sees, hears and soars on
high. For it is possessed of these faculties which
operate without the instrumentality of the body. In the
world of thought it sees without eyes, hears without ears
and travels without the motion of foot. Without physical
force it exercises every function. This makes it evident
that during sleep the spirit is alive though the body is as



dead. In the world of dreams the body becomes
absolutely passive, but the spirit still functions actively,
possessed of all susceptibilities. This leads to the
conclusion that the life of the spirit is neither conditional
nor dependent upon the life of the body. At most it can
be said that the body is a mere garment utilized by the
spirit. If that garment be destroyed, the wearer is not
affected but is, in fact, protected.

Furthermore, all phenomena are subject to changes
from one condition to another, and the revolution
caused by this transformation produces a form of
nonexistence. For instance, when a man is transformed
from the human kingdom to the mineral, we say that he
is dead, for he has relinquished the physical form of
man and assumed the condition of the mineral
substances. This transformation
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or transmutation is called death. Therefore, it follows
that no phenomenal organism can be possessed of two
forms at the same time. If an object or phenomenon
presents a triangular shape, it cannot simultaneously
possess the shape of a square. If it is spherical, it
cannot at the same time be pentagonal or hexagonal. In
order to assume any given figure or form it must
relinquish its previous shape or dimension. Thus the
triangular must be abandoned to assume the square;
the square must change to become a pentagon. These
transformations or changes from one condition to



another are equivalent to death. But the reality of man,
the human spirit, is simultaneously possessed of all
forms and figures without being bereft of any of them. It
does not require transformation from one concept to
another. Were it to be bereft of one or all figures, we
would then say it has been transferred to another, and
this would be equivalent to death. But as the human
spirit possesses all the figures simultaneously, it has no
transformation or death.

Again, according to natural philosophy it is an assured
fact that single or simple elements are indestructible. As
nature is indestructible, every simple element of nature
is lasting and permanent. Death and annihilation affect
only compounds and compositions. That is to say,
compositions are destructible. When decomposition
takes place, death occurs. For example, certain single
elements have combined to make this flower. When this
combination is disintegrated, this composition
decomposed, the flower dies as an organism of the
vegetable kingdom. But the single elements of which
this flower is composed do not suffer death, for all single
elements are permanent, everlasting and not subject to
destruction. They are indestructible because they are
single and not compound. Thus they cannot disintegrate
nor become separated in their component atoms but are
single, simple and, therefore, everlasting.

If an elementary substance is possessed of immortality,
how can the human spirit or reality, which is wholly



above combination and composition, be destroyed?
Nay, rather, that spirit, which is all in all, is a unit and not
a compound. Its destruction, therefore, is not possible.
The spirit of man transcends the qualities and attributes
of any natural element. It is greater in attributes than
gold, silver or iron, which are single elements and
indestructible. As they are free from destruction and
qualified with permanence, how much more so is the
human spirit free and immortal. How will that ever be
destroyed? This is a subject of great importance. There
are innumerable proofs in support of it. | hope we may
continue it at another time.

Before we leave, | desire to offer a prayer in behalf of
Miss
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Farmer; for, verily, she has been the founder of this
organization, the source of this loving fellowship and
assemblage.

O Thou kind God! Encircle these servants with the
glances of Thy providence. Set aglow the hearts of this
assemblage with the fire of Thy love. lllumine these
faces with the light of heaven. Enlighten these hearts
with the light of the most great guidance.

O God! The clouds of superstitions have covered the
horizons of the hearts. O Lord! Dispel these clouds so
that the lights of the Sun of Reality may shine. O Lord!
lllumine our eyes so that we may behold Thy light. O
Lord! Attune our ears so that we may hear the call of the



Supreme Concourse. O Lord! Render our tongues
eloquent so that we may become engaged in Thy
commemoration. O Lord! Sanctify and purify the hearts
so that the effulgence of Thy love may shine therein.

O Thou kind Lord! Bestow quick recovery through Thy
power and bounty upon the founder of this Association.
O Lord! This woman has served Thee, has turned her
face toward Thy Kingdom and has established these
conferences in order that reality might be investigated
and the light of reality shine.

O Lord! Be Thou ever her support. O Lord! Be Thou
ever her comforter. O Lord! Bestow upon her quick
healing. Verily, Thou art the Clement. Verily, Thou art the
Merciful. Verily, Thou art the Generous.
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Talk at Green Acre

Eliot, Maine

Notes by Edna McKinney

The physical beauty of this place is very wonderful. We
hope that a spiritual charm may surround and halo it;
then its beauty will be perfect. There is a spiritual
atmosphere manifest here particularly at sunset.

In cities like New York the people are submerged in the
sea of materialism. Their sensibilities are attuned to
material forces, their perceptions purely physical. The
animal energies predominate in their activities; all their
thoughts are directed to material things; day and night
they are devoted to the attractions of this world, without



aspiration beyond the life that is vanishing and mortal.
In schools and temples of learning knowledge of the
sciences acquired is based upon material observations
only; there is no
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realization of Divinity in their methods and conclusions
-- all have reference to the world of matter. They are not
interested in attaining knowledge of the mysteries of
God or understanding the secrets of the heavenly
Kingdom; what they acquire is based altogether upon
visible and tangible evidences. Beyond these evidences
they are without susceptibilities; they have no idea of
the world of inner significances and are utterly out of
touch with God, considering this an indication of
reasonable attitude and philosophical judgement
whereof they are self-sufficient and proud.

As a matter of fact, this supposed excellence is
possessed in its superlative degree by the animals. The
animals are without knowledge of God; so to speak,
they are deniers of Divinity and understand nothing of
the Kingdom and its heavenly mysteries. As deniers of
the Kingdom, they are utterly ignorant of spiritual things
and uninformed of the supernatural world. Therefore, if it
be a perfection and virtue to be without knowledge of
God and His Kingdom, the animals have attained the
highest degree of excellence and proficiency. Then the
donkey is the greatest scientist and the cow an
accomplished naturalist, for they have obtained what



they know without schooling and years of laborious
study in colleges, trusting implicitly to the evidence of
the senses and relying solely upon intuitive virtues. The
cow, for instance, is a lover of the visible and a believer
in the tangible, contented and happy when pasture is
plenty, perfectly serene, a blissful exponent of the
transcendental school of philosophy. Such is the status
of the material philosophers, who glory in sharing the
condition of the cow, imagining themselves in a lofty
station. Reflect upon their ignorance and blindness.

Nay, rather, the virtue of man is this: that he can
investigate the ideals of the Kingdom and attain
knowledge which is denied the animal in its limitation.
The station of man is this: that he has the power to
attain those ideals and thereby differentiate and
consciously distinguish himself an infinite degree above
the kingdoms of existence below him.

The station of man is great, very great. God has created
man after His own image and likeness. He has
endowed him with a mighty power which is capable of
discovering the mysteries of phenomena. Through its
use man is able to arrive at ideal conclusions instead of
being restricted to the mere plane of sense impressions.
As he possesses sense endowment in common with the
animals, it is evident that he is distinguished above
them by his conscious power of penetrating abstract
realities. He acquires divine wisdom; he searches out
the mysteries of creation; he witnesses
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the radiance of omnipotence; he attains the second birth
-- that is to say, he is born out of the material world just
as he is born of the mother; he attains to everlasting life;
he draws nearer to God; his heart is replete with the
love of God. This is the foundation of the world of
humanity; this is the image and likeness of God; this is
the reality of man; otherwise, he is an animal. Verily,
God has created the animal in the image and likeness
of man, for though man outwardly is human, yet in
nature he possesses animal tendencies.

You must endeavor to understand the mysteries of God,
attain the ideal knowledge and arrive at the station of
vision, acquiring directly from the Sun of Reality and
receiving a destined portion from the ancient bestowal
of God.
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Although the body was weak and not fitted to undergo
the vicissitudes of crossing the Atlantic, yet love
assisted us, and we came here. At certain times the
spirit must assist the body. We cannot accomplish really
great things through physical force alone; the spirit must
fortify our bodily strength. For example, the body of man
may be able to withstand the ordeal of imprisonment for
ten or fifteen years under temperate conditions of



climate and restful physical routine. During our
imprisonment in Akka means of comfort were lacking,
troubles and persecutions of all kinds surrounded us,
yet notwithstanding such distressful conditions, we were
able to endure these trials for forty years. The climate
was very bad, necessities and conveniences of life were
denied us, yet we endured this narrow prison forty
years. What was the reason? The spirit was
strengthening and resuscitating the body constantly. We
lived through this long, difficult period in the utmost love
and heavenly servitude. The spirit must assist the body
under certain conditions which surround us, because
the body of itself cannot endure the extreme strain of
such hardships.

The human body is in reality very weak; there is no
physical body more delicately constituted. One
mosquito will distress it; the smallest quantity of poison
will destroy it; if respiration ceases for a moment, it will
die. What instrument could be weaker and
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more delicate? A blade of grass severed from the root
may live an hour, whereas a human body deprived of its
forces may die in one minute. But in the proportion that
the human body is weak, the spirit of man is strong. It
can control natural phenomena; it is a supernatural
power which transcends all contingent beings. It has
immortal life, which nothing can destroy or pervert. If all
the kingdoms of life arise against the immortal spirit of



man and seek its destruction, this immortal spirit, singly
and alone, can withstand their attacks in fearless
firmness and resolution because it is indestructible and
empowered with supreme natural virtues. For this
reason we say that the spirit of man can penetrate and
discover the realities of all things, can solve the secrets
and mysteries of all created objects. While living upon
the earth, it discovers the stars and their satellites; it
travels underground, finds the metals in their hidden
depths and unlocks the secrets of geological ages. It
can cross the abysses of interstellar space and discover
the motion of inconceivably distant suns. How wonderful
it is! It can attain to the Kingdom of God. It can
penetrate the mysteries of the divine Kingdom and
attain to everlasting life. It receives illumination from the
light of God and reflects it to the whole universe. How
wonderful it is! How powerful the spirit of man, while his
body is so weak! If the susceptibilities of the spirit
control him, there is no created being more heroic, more
undaunted than man; but if physical forces dominate,
you cannot find a more cowardly or fearful object
because the body is so weak and incapable. Therefore,
it is divinely intended that the spiritual susceptibilities of
man should gain precedence and overrule his physical
forces. In this way he becomes fitted to dominate the
human world by his nobility and stand forth fearless and
free, endowed with the attributes of eternal life.

17 August 1912 4
Talk at Green Acre



Eliot, Maine
Notes by Edna McKinney

Are you all well and happy? This is a delightful spot; the
scenery is beautiful, and an atmosphere of spirituality
haloes everything. In the future, God willing, Green Acre
shall become a great center, the cause of the unity of
the world of humanity, the cause of uniting hearts and
binding together the East and the West. This is my
hope.

Tonight | wish to speak upon the oneness of the world of
humanity.
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This is one of the important subjects of the present
period. If the oneness of the human world were
established, all the differences which separate mankind
would be eradicated. Strife and warfare would cease,
and the world of humanity would find repose. Universal
peace would be promoted, and the East and West
would be conjoined in a strong bond. All men would be
sheltered beneath one tabernacle. Native lands would
become one; races and religions would be unified. The
people of the world would live together in harmony, and
their well-being would be assured.

From the beginning of human history down to the
present time the various religions of the world have
anathematized and accused each other of falsity. Each
religion has considered the others bereft of the face of
God, deprived of His mercy and in the direct line of



divine wrath. Therefore, they have shunned each other
most rigidly, exercising mutual animosity and rancor.
Consider the record of religious warfare, the battles
between nations, the bloodshed and destruction in the
name of religion. One of the greatest religious wars, the
Crusades, extended over a period of two hundred
years. In this succession of great campaigns the
western crusaders were constantly invading the Orient,
bent upon recovering the Holy City from the hands of
the Islamic people. Army after army raised in Europe
poured its fanatical legions into the East. The kings of
European nations personally led these Crusades, killing
and shedding the blood of the Orientals. During this
period of two hundred years the East and West were in
a state of violence and commotion. Sometimes the
crusaders were successful, killing, pillaging and taking
captive the Muslim people; sometimes the Muslims
were victorious, inflicting bloodshed, death and ruin in
turn upon the invaders. So they continued for two
centuries, alternately fighting with fury and relaxing from
weakness, until the European religionists withdrew from
the East, leaving ashes of desolation behind them and
finding their own nations in a condition of turbulence
and upheaval. Hundreds of thousands of human beings
were Killed and untold wealth wasted in this fruitless
religious warfare. How many fathers mourned the loss
of their sons! How many mothers and wives lamented
the absence of their dear ones! Yet this was only one of
the "holy" wars. Consider and reflect.



Religious wars have been many. Nine hundred
thousand martyrs to the Protestant cause was the
record of conflict and difference between that sect of
Christians and the Catholics. Consult history and
confirm this. How many languished in prisons! How
merciless the treatment of captives! All in the name of
religion! Consider and
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estimate the outcome of other wars between the people
and sects of religious belief.

From the beginning of human history down to this time
the world of humanity has not enjoyed a day of absolute
rest and relaxation from conflict and strife. Most of the
wars have been caused by religious prejudice,
fanaticism and sectarian hatred. Religionists have
anathematized religionists, each considering the other
as deprived of the mercy of God, abiding in gross
darkness and the children of Satan. For example, the
Christians and Muslims considered the Jews satanic
and the enemies of God. Therefore, they cursed and
persecuted them. Great numbers of Jews were Killed,
their houses burned and pillaged, their children carried
into captivity. The Jews in turn regarded the Christians
as infidels and the Muslims as enemies and destroyers
of the law of Moses. Therefore, they call down
vengeance upon them and curse them even to this day.

Consider what injuries, ordeals and calamities have
been inflicted upon mankind since the beginning of



history. Every city, country, nation and people has been
subjected to the destruction and havoc of war. Each one
of the divine religions considers itself as belonging to a
goodly and blessed tree, the tree of the Merciful, and all
other religious systems as belonging to a tree of evil,
the tree of Satan. For this reason they heap execration
and abuse upon each other. This is clearly apparent in
books of historical record and prevailed until the time of
the appearance of Baha'u'llah.

When the light of Baha'u'llah dawned from the East, He
proclaimed the promise of the oneness of humanity. He
addressed all mankind, saying, "Ye are all the fruits of
one tree. There are not two trees: one a tree of divine
mercy, the other the tree of Satan." Again He said, "Ye
are all the fruits of one tree, the leaves of one branch.”
This was His announcement; this was His promise of
the oneness of the world of humanity. Anathema and
execration were utterly abrogated. He said, "It is not
becoming in man to curse another; it is not befitting that
man should attribute darkness to another; it is not meet
that one human being should consider another human
being as bad; nay, rather, all mankind are the servants
of one God; God is the Father of all; there is not a single
exception to that law. There are no people of Satan; all
belong to the Merciful. There is no darkness; all is light.
All are the servants of God, and man must love
humanity from his heart. He must, verily, behold
humanity as submerged in the divine mercy."



Baha'u'llah has made no exception to this rule. He said
that among mankind there may be those who are
ignorant; they must be
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trained. Some are sick; they must be treated. Some are
immature; they must be helped to attain maturity. In
other respects humanity is submerged in the ocean of
divine mercy. God is the Father of all. He educates,
provides for and loves all; for they are His servants and
His creation. Surely the Creator loves His creatures. It
would be impossible to find an artist who does not love
his own production. Have you ever seen a man who did
not love his own actions? Even though they be bad
actions, he loves them. How ignorant, therefore, the
thought that God, Who created man, educated and
nurtured him, surrounded him with all blessings, made
the sun and all phenomenal existence for his benefit,
bestowed upon him tenderness and kindness and then
did not love him. This is palpable ignorance, for no
matter to what religion a man belongs, even though he
be an atheist or materialist, nevertheless, God nurtures
him, bestows His kindness and sheds upon him His
light. How then can we believe God is wrathful and
unloving? How can we even imagine this, when as a
matter of fact we are witnesses of the tenderness and
mercy of God upon every hand? All about us we behold
manifestations of the love of God. If, therefore, God be
loving, what should we do? We have nothing else to do



but to emulate Him. Just as God loves all and is kind to
all, so must we really love and be kind to everybody. We
must consider none bad, none worthy of detestation, no
one as an enemy. We must love all; nay, we must
consider everyone as related to us, for all are the
servants of one God. All are under the instructions of
one Educator. We must strive day and night that love
and amity may increase, that this bond of unity may be
strengthened, that joy and happiness may more and
more prevail, that in unity and solidarity all mankind may
gather beneath the shadow of God, that people may
turn to God for their sustenance, finding in Him the life
that is everlasting. Thus may they be confirmed in the
Kingdom of God and live forever through His grace and
bounty.

Baha'u'llah has clearly said in His Tablets that if you
have an enemy, consider him not as an enemy. Do not
simply be long-suffering; nay, rather, love him. Your
treatment of him should be that which is becoming to
lovers. Do not even say that he is your enemy. Do not
see any enemies. Though he be your murderer, see no
enemy. Look upon him with the eye of friendship. Be
mindful that you do not consider him as an enemy and
simply tolerate him, for that is but stratagem and
hypocrisy. To consider a man your enemy and love him
is hypocrisy. This is not becoming of any soul. You must
behold him as a friend. You must treat him well. This is
right.
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We return to the subject. When we observe the
phenomena of the universe, we realize that the axis
around which life revolves is love, while the axis around
which death and destruction revolve is animosity and
hatred. Let us view the mineral kingdom. Here we see
that if attraction did not exist between the atoms, the
composite substance of matter would not be possible.
Every existent phenomenon is composed of elements
and cellular particles. This is scientifically true and
correct. If attraction did not exist between the elements
and among the cellular particles, the composition of that
phenomenon would never have been possible. For
instance, the stone is an existent phenomenon, a
composition of elements. A bond of attraction has
brought them together, and through this cohesion of
ingredients this petrous object has been formed. This
stone is the lowest degree of phenomena, but
nevertheless within it a power of attraction is manifest
without which the stone could not exist. This power of
attraction in the mineral world is love, the only
expression of love the stone can manifest.

Look now upon the next highest stage of life, the
vegetable kingdom. Here we see that the plant is the
result of cohesion among various elements, just as the
mineral is in its kingdom; but, furthermore, the plant has
the power of absorption from the earth. This is a higher
degree of attraction which differentiates the plant from



the mineral. In the kingdom of the vegetable this is an
expression of love, the highest capacity of expression
the vegetable possesses. By this power of attraction, or
augmentation, the plant grows day by day. Therefore, in
this kingdom, also, love is the cause of life. If repulsion
existed among the elements instead of attraction, the
result would be disintegration, destruction and
nonexistence. Because cohesion exists among the
elements and cellular attraction is manifest, the plant
appears. When this attraction is dispelled and the
ingredients separate, the plant ceases to exist.

Then we come to the animal world, which is still higher
in degree than the vegetable kingdom. In it the power of
love makes itself still more manifest. The light of love is
more resplendent in the animal kingdom because the
power of attraction whereby elements cohere and
cellular atoms commingle now reveals itself in certain
emotions and sensibilities which produce instinctive
fellowship and association. The animals are imbued with
kindness and affinity which manifests itself among those
of the same species.

Finally, we reach the kingdom of man. Here we find that
all the degrees of the mineral, vegetable and animal
expressions of love are present plus unmistakable
attractions of consciousness. That is
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to say, man is the possessor of a degree of attraction
which is conscious and spiritual. Here is an



immeasurable advance. In the human kingdom spiritual
susceptibilities come into view, love exercises its
superlative degree, and this is the cause of human life.

The proof is clear that in all degrees and kingdoms unity
and agreement, love and fellowship are the cause of
life, whereas dissension, animosity and separation are
ever conducive to death. Therefore, we must strive with
life and soul in order that day by day unity and
agreement may be increased among mankind and that
love and affinity may become more resplendently
glorious and manifest. In the animal kingdom you will
observe that domestic species live together in the
utmost fellowship. See how sociable and friendly sheep
gather together in a flock. Look at the doves and other
domestic birds. There is no partisanship among them,
no separation due to notions of patriotism. They live
together in the utmost love and unity, flying, feeding,
associating. Ferocious animals -- beasts of prey such as
the wolf, bear, tiger and hyena -- are never amicable
and do not associate together. They attack one another.
Whenever they meet, they fight. Three wolves are never
seen associating happily. If you see them together, it is
with some ferocious intent. They are like selfish, brutal
men who are inimical, cursing and killing each other.
Better that man should resemble the domestic animals
than the ferocious beasts of prey, for in the estimation of
God love is acceptable, whereas hatred and animosity
are rejected. Why should we act contrary to the good
pleasure of God? Why should we be as ferocious



animals, constantly shedding blood, pillaging and
destroying? Because we belong to one race or family of
humankind, why should we consider all others bad and
inferior, deserving of death, pillage and invasion --
people of darkness, worthy of hatred and detestation by
God? Why does man show forth such attitude and
actions toward his fellowman? We see that God is kind
to all. Just as He loves us, He loves all others; just as
He provides for us, He provides for the rest. He nurtures
and trains all with equal solicitude.

God is great! God is kind! He does not behold human
shortcomings; He does not regard human weaknesses.
Man is a creature of His mercy, and to His mercy He
summons all. Why then should we despise or detest His
creatures because this one is a Jew, another a Buddhist
or Zoroastrian and so on? This is ignorance, for the
oneness of humanity as servants of God is an assured
and certain fact.

Baha'u'llah has proclaimed the promise of the oneness
of humanity. Therefore, we must exercise the utmost
love toward each
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other. We must be loving to all the people of the world.
We must not consider any people the people of Satan,
but know and recognize all as the servants of the one
God. At most it is this: Some do not know; they must be
guided and trained. They must be taught to love their
fellow creatures and be encouraged in the acquisition of



virtues. Some are ignorant; they must be informed.
Some are as children, undeveloped; they must be
helped to reach maturity. Some are ailing, their moral
condition is unhealthy; they must be treated until their
morals are purified. But the sick man is not to be hated
because he is sick, the child must not be shunned
because he is a child, the ignorant one is not to be
despised because he lacks knowledge. They must all be
treated, educated, trained and assisted in love.
Everything must be done in order that humanity may
live under the shadow of God in the utmost security,
enjoying happiness in its highest degree.

17 August 1912 5

Talk at Green Acre

Eliot, Maine

Notes by Edna McKinney

The worlds of God are in perfect harmony and
correspondence one with another. Each world in this
limitless universe is, as it were, a mirror reflecting the
history and nature of all the rest. The physical universe
is, likewise, in perfect correspondence with the spiritual
or divine realm. The world of matter is an outer
expression or facsimile of the inner kingdom of spirit.
The world of minds corresponds with the world of
hearts.

If we look reflectively upon the material world, we
realize that all outer phenomena are dependent upon
the sun. Without the sun the phenomenal world would



be in a state of utter darkness and devoid of life. All
earthly creation -- whether mineral, vegetable, animal or
human -- is dependent upon the heat, light and splendor
of the great central solar body for training and
development. Were it not for the solar heat and sunlight,
no minerals would have been formed, no vegetable,
animal and human organisms would or could have
become existent. It is clearly evident, therefore, that the
sun is the source of life to all earthly and outer
phenomena.

In the inner world, the world of the Kingdom, the Sun of
Reality is the Trainer and Educator of minds, souls and
spirits. Were it not for the effulgent rays of the Sun of
Reality, they would be deprived
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of growth and development; nay, rather, they would be
nonexistent. For just as the physical sun is the trainer of
all outer and phenomenal forms of being through the
radiation of its light and heat, so the radiation of the light
and heat of the Sun of Reality gives growth, education
and evolution to minds, souls and spirits toward the
station of perfection.

Christ was the Sun of Reality which shone from the
heavenly horizon of Christianity, training, protecting,
confirming minds, souls and spirits until they came into
harmony with the divine Kingdom and attained capacity
for descent of the infinite bounties of God. Were it not
for the appearance of His splendor, they would have



remained in the darkness of imperfection and
remoteness from God. But because that Sun of Reality
shone forth and flooded its light into the world of minds,
souls and spirits, they became radiant. He conferred a
new and eternal life upon them.

When the phenomenal sun appears from the vernal
point of dawning in the zodiac, a wondrous and vibrant
commotion is set up in the body of the earthly world.
The withered trees are quickened with animation, the
black soil becomes verdant with new growth, fresh and
fragrant flowers bloom, the world of dust is refreshed,
renewed life forces surge through the veins of every
animate being, and a new springtime carpets the
meadows, plains, mountains and valleys with wondrous
forms of life. That which was dead and desolate is
revived and resuscitated:; that which was withered,
faded and stricken is transformed by the spirit of a new
creation. In the same way the Sun of Reality, when it
illumines the horizon of the inner world, animates,
vivifies and quickens with a divine and wonderful power.
The trees of human minds clothe themselves in new
and verdant robes, putting on leaves and blossoms and
bearing spiritual fruits of the heavenly glad tidings. Then
fragrant flowers of inner significances appear from the
soil of human souls, and the whole being of man
awakens to a new and divine activity. This is the growth
and development of the inner world through the
effulgent light of divine guidance and the heat of the fire
of the love of God.



The physical sun has its rising and its setting. The
earthly world has its day and its night. After each sunset
there is a sunrise and the coming of a new dawn. The
Sun of Reality, likewise, has its rising and setting. There
is a day and a night in the world of spirituality. After each
departure there is a return and the dawning light of a
new day.

Furthermore, the reality of Divinity is characterized by
certain names and attributes. Among these names are
Creator, Resuscitator,
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Provider, the All-Present, Aimighty, Omniscient and
Giver. These names and attributes of Divinity are eternal
and not accidental. This is a very subtle point which
demands close attention. Their existence is proved and
necessitated by the appearance of phenomena. For
example, Creator presupposes creation, Resuscitator
implies resuscitation, Provider necessitates provision;
otherwise, these would be empty and impossible
names. Merciful evidences an object upon which mercy
is bestowed. If mercy were not manifest, this attribute of
God would not be realized. The name Lord proves the
existence of subjects over whom sovereignty is
exercised. The name Omniscient demands the objects
of all-knowing. Unless these objects existed,
omniscience would be meaningless and without
function. The name the Wise necessitates objects for
the exercise of wisdom; and unless wisdom



comprehended them, this name would be
inconceivable. Therefore, the divine names and
attributes presuppose the existence of phenomena
implied by those names and attributes. And vice versa --
the sovereignty of God is proved and established
through their verity and being.

Reflect then carefully that the sovereignty of God is not
accidental but everlasting and eternal, and that it
necessitates the existence of phenomenal being.
Kingship necessitates a kingdom, an army, a treasury,
subjects, a court and ministers. How could there be a
king without subjects, dominion and wealth? Otherwise,
anybody could claim to be a king. "Where is your
army?" "l do not need one." "Where is your country?" "It
IS unnecessary. | am a king without a kingdom, without
army, subjects or sovereignty." Is this possible?

Therefore, divine sovereignty necessitates a creation
over which its dominion is exercised. There must be
evidences of sovereignty. If we try to conceive of a time
when creation was nonexistent, when there were no
subjects or creatures under divine dominion and control,
Divinity itself would disappear; there would be a
cessation of the bounty of God, just as the kingship and
favor of an earthly monarch would disappear if his
kingdom did not exist. The sovereignty of God is eternal.
There has been no beginning; there will be no end. This
IS as evident as the sun at midday, even to one
endowed with limited reason.



When we consider the phenomenal sun, we see that its
heat and light are continuous. There is no cessation to
the solar bounty. If the sun at any time were without light
or heat, it would not be the sun. How do we recognize
the sun? Through its heat and effulgence.
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If it be deprived of its rays and heat, it is no longer a
sun; it is merely a dark globe or sphere in the heavens.
The bounties of the sun must be perpetual in order that
it may be qualified as a solar center of energy,
illumination and attraction.

Likewise, the divine bounties of the Sun of Reality are
perpetual. Its light is forever shining. Its love is forever
radiating. Its bounty never ceases. It could not be said
that the power and effulgence of God was ever subject
to cessation. It could not be claimed that the divinity of
the Almighty One had come to an end. For the divinity of
God is eternal. Therefore, the divine bounties -- whether
phenomenal and accidental or spiritual and ideal -- are
perpetual. But the people of religion are of two kinds:
Some worship the sun, and some adore the dawning
points from which the sun rises. For instance, the Jews
adore the Mosaic point of dawning, the Zoroastrians
that of Zoroaster. The people of Abraham turned to the
point of rising in Abraham. When the Sun of Reality
transferred its illumination from the Abrahamic to the
Mosaic point of dawning, the people of Abraham denied
its appearance because they were turning toward the



point and not to the Sun of Reality itself. When that Sun
of Reality with its divine bestowal, its heavenly glow and
effulgence transferred to the Messianic point of rising,
the Jews denied its appearance in Jesus, for they were
not worshipers of the Sun itself but adored its rising in
Moses. Had they been worshipers of the Sun of Reality,
they would have turned to Christ instead of denying Him
as the Messiah.

What was the reason of this deprivation? It was simply
because they were imitating fathers and ancestors in
forms of belief instead of turning toward the Sun of
Divinity. For this reason they were deprived of the
bounty which dawned in the Messianic dayspring.
Holding tenaciously to the former dawning point, they
still remain in this position of deprivation. Consider the
people and nations of the earth today and observe this
same tenacious allegiance to ancestral belief. He whose
father was a Zoroastrian is a Zoroastrian. He whose
father was a Buddhist remains a Buddhist. The son of a
Muslim continues a Muslim, and so on throughout. Why
is this”? Because they are slaves and captives of mere
imitation. They have not investigated the reality of
religion and arrived at its fundamentals and conclusions.
The Jew, for instance, has not proved the validity of
Moses by investigating reality. He is a Jew because his
father was a Jew. He imitates the forms and belief of his
fathers and ancestors. There is no thought or mention of
reality. And so it is
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with the other peoples of religion. This is the purpose of
our statement that they worship the dawning point
rather than the Sun of Reality itself.

If in the day of Jesus Christ the Jews had forsaken
imitation and investigated reality, they would assuredly
have believed in and accepted Him, for the Messianic
effulgence was far greater than the Mosaic. The Sun of
Reality, when it appeared from the dawning point of
Christ, was as the midsummer sun in brilliancy and
beauty.

Now, therefore, we must be admonished and realize
that mere imitation of fathers and ancestors is fruitless.
Nay, rather, we must exert ourselves to the utmost in
investigating and turning toward the Sun of Reality, no
matter from what dayspring or dawning point it may
appear. The phenomenal sun is one sun. If tomorrow it
should rise in the West, it is the same sun. We cannot
say, "This is not the sun because it has appeared in the
West." For East and West are but earthly and imaginary
directions. In the station of the sun there is neither East
nor West. It is ever shining from its place in the
heavens. In the focal point of the solar circle there is no
rising, no setting. Therefore, sunrise and sunset have
relation to earthly observation and not to the luminary
itself. Nay, rather, night in the solar orb is inconceivable.
In that center of effulgence, constant light and
illumination prevail. Its risings and settings are,



therefore, only apparent and not actual. They have
relation to our earthly point of view. We could not
consider it the sun if there were a cessation of its light,
heat and splendor. To do so would be equivalent to
calling a black stone a diamond. This would be
meaningless. If a man is a miser and you call him
generous, it will produce no change in him.

The purport of this is that God is almighty, but His
greatness cannot be brought within the grasp of human
limitation. We cannot limit God to a boundary. Man is
limited, but the world of Divinity is unlimited. Prescribing
limitation to God is human ignorance. God is the
Ancient, the Almighty; His attributes are infinite. He is
God because His light, His sovereignty, is infinite. If He
can be limited to human ideas, He is not God. Strange it
is that, notwithstanding these are self-evident truths,
man continues to build walls and fences of limitation
about God, about Divinity so glorious, illimitable,
boundless. Consider the endless phenomena of His
creation. They are infinite; the universe is infinite. Who
shall declare its height, its depth and length? It is
absolutely infinite. How could an almighty sovereignty, a
Divinity so wondrous, be brought within the limitations of
faulty human minds even as to
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terms and definition? Shall we then say that God has
performed a certain thing and He will never be able to
perform it again? That the Sun of His effulgence once



shone upon the world but now has set forever? That His
mercy, His grace, His bounty once descended but now
have ceased? Is this possible”? No! We can never say
nor believe with truth that His Manifestation, the adored
verity, the Sun of Reality, shall cease to shine upon the
world.

O God! Thou Who art kind. Verily, certain souls have
gathered in this meeting turning to Thee with their
hearts and spirits. They are seeking the everlasting
bounty. They are in need of Thine infinite mercy.

O Lord! Remove the veils from their eyes, and dispel
the darkness of ignorance. Confer upon them the light
of knowledge and wisdom. lllumine these contrite hearts
with the radiance of the Sun of Reality. Make these eyes
perceptive through witnessing the lights of Thy
sovereignty. Suffer these spirits to rejoice through the
great glad tidings, and receive these souls into Thy
supreme Kingdom.

O Lord! Verily, we are weak; make us mighty. We are
poor; assist us from the treasury of Thy munificence.
We are dead; resuscitate us through the breath of the
Holy Spirit. We lack patience in tests and in long-
suffering; permit us to attain the lights of oneness.

O Lord! Make this assemblage the cause of upraising
the standard of the oneness of the world of humanity,
and confirm these souls so that they may become the
promoters of international peace.

O Lord! Verily, the people are veiled and in a state of



contention with each other, shedding the blood and
destroying the possessions of each other. Throughout
the world there is war and conflict. In every direction
there is strife, bloodshed and ferocity.

O Lord! Guide human souls in order that they may turn
away from warfare and battle, that they may become
loving and kind to each other, that they may enter into
affiliation and serve the oneness and solidarity of
humanity.

O Lord! The horizons of the world are darkened by this
dissension. O God! lllumine them, and through the lights
of Thy love let the hearts become radiant. Through the
blessing of Thy bestowal resuscitate the spirits until
every soul shall perceive and act in accordance with
Thy teachings. Thou art the Almighty. Thou art the
Omniscient. Thou art the Seer. O Lord, be
compassionate to all.
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Talk at the New Thought Forum
Metaphysical Club

Boston, Massachusetts

Notes by Edna McKinney

O Thou kind God! In the utmost state of humility and
submission do we entreat and supplicate at Thy
threshold, seeking Thine endless confirmations and



illimitable assistance. O Thou Lord! Regenerate these
souls, and confer upon them a new life. Animate the
spirits, inform the hearts, open the eyes, and make the
ears attentive. From Thine ancient treasury confer a
new being and animus, and from Thy preexistent abode
assist them to attain to new confirmations.

O God! Verily, the world is in need of reformation.
Bestow upon it a new existence. Give it newness of
thoughts, and reveal unto it heavenly sciences. Breathe
into it a fresh spirit, and grant unto it a holier and higher
purpose.

O God! Verily, Thou hast made this century radiant, and
in it Thou hast manifested Thy merciful effulgence. Thou
hast effaced the darkness of superstitions and permitted
the light of assurance to shine. O God! Grant that these
servants may be acceptable at Thy threshold. Reveal a
new heaven, and spread out a new earth for habitation.
Let a new Jerusalem descend from on high. Bestow
new thoughts, new life upon mankind. Endow souls with
new perceptions, and confer upon them new virtues.
Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful. Thou art the
Giver, the Generous.

It is easy to bring human bodies under control. A king
can bring under his rule and authority the bodies of his
subjects throughout a whole country. In former centuries
kings and rulers have absolutely dominated millions of
men and have been thereby enabled to carry out
whatsoever they desire. If they willed to bestow



happiness and peace, they could do so; and if they
determined to inflict suffering and discomfort, they were
equally capable. If they desired to send men to the field
of battle, none could oppose their authority; and if they
decreed their kingdoms should enjoy the bliss and
serenity of immunity from war, this condition prevailed.
In a word, kings and rulers have been able to control
millions of human
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beings and have exercised that dominion with the
utmost despotism and tyranny.

The point is this: that to gain control over physical
bodies is an extremely easy matter, but to bring spirits
within the bonds of serenity is a most arduous
undertaking. This is not the work of everybody. It
necessitates a divine and holy potency, the potency of
inspiration, the power of the Holy Spirit. For example,
Christ was capable of leading spirits into that abode of
serenity. He was capable of guiding hearts into that
haven of rest. From the day of His manifestation to the
present time He has been resuscitating hearts and
quickening spirits. He has exercised that vivifying
influence in the realm of hearts and spirits; therefore,
His resuscitating is everlasting.

In this century of the latter times Baha'u'llah has
appeared and so resuscitated spirits that they have
manifested powers more than human. Thousands of His
followers have given their lives; and while under the



sword, shedding their blood, they have proclaimed, "Ya
Baha'u'l-Abha!" Such resuscitation is impossible except
through a heavenly potency, a supernatural power, the
divine power of the Holy Spirit. Through a natural and
mere human power this is impossible. Therefore, the
guestion arises: How is this resuscitation to be
accomplished?

There are certain means for its accomplishment by
which mankind is regenerated and quickened with a
new birth. This is the second birth mentioned in the
heavenly Books. Its accomplishment is through the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The resuscitation or rebirth of
the spirit of man is through the science of the love of
God. It is through the efficacy of the water of life. This
life and quickening is the regeneration of the
phenomenal world. After the coming of the spiritual
springtime, the falling of the vernal showers, the shining
of the Sun of Reality, the blowing of the breezes of
perfection, all phenomena become imbued with the life
of a new creation and are reformed in the process of a
new genesis. Reflect upon the material springtime.
When winter comes, the trees are leafless, the fields
and meadows withered, the flowers die away into
dustheaps; in prairie, mountain and garden no
freshness lingers, no beauty is visible, no verdure can
be seen. Everything is clad in the robe of death.
Wherever you look around, you will find the expression
of death and decay. But when the spring comes, the
showers descend, the sun floods the meadows and



plains with light; you will observe creation clad in a new
robe of expression. The showers have made the
meadows green and verdant. The warm breezes have
caused
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the trees to put on their garments of leaves. They have
blossomed and soon will produce new, fresh and
delightful fruits. Everything appears endowed with a
newness of life; a new animus and spirit is everywhere
visible. The spring has resuscitated all phenomena and
has adorned the earth with beauty as it willeth.

Even so is the spiritual springtime when it comes. When
the holy, divine Manifestations or Prophets appear in the
world, a cycle of radiance, an age of mercy dawns.
Everything is renewed. Minds, hearts and all human
forces are reformed, perfections are quickened,
sciences, discoveries and investigations are stimulated
afresh, and everything appertaining to the virtues of the
human world is revitalized. Consider this present
century of radiance, and compare it with the past
centuries. What a vast difference exists between them!
How minds have developed! How perceptions have
deepened! How discoveries have increased! What great
projects have been accomplished! How many realities
have become manifest! How many mysteries of creation
have been probed and penetrated! What is the cause of
this? It is through the efficacy of the spiritual springtime
in which we are living. Day by day the world attains a



new bounty. In this radiant century neither the old
customs nor the old sciences, crafts, laws and
regulations have remained. The old political principles
are undergoing change, and a new body politic is in
process of formation. Nevertheless, some whose
thoughts are congealed and whose souls are bereft of
the light of the Sun of Reality seek to arrest this
development in the world of the minds of men. Is this
possible?

In the unmistakable and universal reformation we are
witnessing, when outer conditions of humanity are
receiving such impetus, when human life is assuming a
new aspect, when sciences are stimulated afresh,
inventions and discoveries increasing, civic laws
undergoing change and moralities evidencing uplift and
betterment, is it possible that spiritual impulses and
influences should not be renewed and reformed?
Naturally, new spiritual thoughts and inclinations must
also become manifest. If spirituality be not renewed,
what fruits come from mere physical reformation? For
instance, the body of man may improve, the quality of
bone and sinew may advance, the hand may develop,
other limbs and members may increase in excellence,
but if the mind fails to develop, of what use is the rest?
The important factor in human improvement is the mind.
In the world of the mind there must needs be
development and improvement. There must be
reformation in the kingdom of the human spirit;
otherwise, no result will be attained from betterment of



the mere physical structure.
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In this new year new fruits must be forthcoming, for that
is the provision and intention of spiritual reformation.
The renewal of the leaf is fruitless. From the reformation
of bark or branch no fruit will come forth. The renewal of
verdure produces nothing. If there be no renewal of fruit
from the tree, of what avail is the reformation of bark,
blossom, branch and trunk? For a fruitless tree is of no
special value. Similarly, of what avail is the reformation
of physical conditions unless they are concomitant with
spiritual reformations? For the essential reality is the
spirit, the foundation is the spirit, the life of man is due
to the spirit; the happiness, the animus, the radiance,
the glory of man -- all are due to the spirit; and if in the
spirit no reformation takes place, there will be no result
to human existence.

Therefore, we must strive with life and heart that the
material and physical world may be reformed, human
perception become keener, the merciful effulgence
manifest and the radiance of reality shine. Then the star
of love shall appear and the world of humanity become
illumined. The purpose is that the world of existence is
dependent for its progress upon reformation; otherwise,
it will be as dead. Consider: If a new springtime failed to
appear, what would be the effect upon this globe, the
earth”? Undoubtedly it would become desolate and life
extinct. The earth has need of an annual coming of



spring. It is necessary that a new bounty should be
forthcoming. If it comes not, life would be effaced. In the
same way the world of spirit needs new life, the world of
mind necessitates new animus and development, the
world of souls a new bounty, the world of morality a
reformation, the world of divine effulgence ever new
bestowals. Were it not for this replenishment, the life of
the world would become effaced and extinguished. If
this room is not ventilated and the air freshened,
respiration will cease after a length of time. If no rain
falls, all life organisms will perish. If new light does not
come, the darkness of death will envelop the earth. If a
new springtime does not arrive, life upon this globe will
be obliterated.

Therefore, thoughts must be lofty and ideals uplifted in
order that the world of humanity may become assisted
in new conditions of reform. When this reformation
affects every degree, then will come the very Day of the
Lord of which all the prophets have spoken. That is the
Day wherein the whole world will be regenerated.
Consider: Are the laws of past ages applicable to
present human conditions? Evidently they are not. For
example, the laws of former centuries sanctioned
despotic forms of government. Are the laws of despotic
control fitted for present-day conditions? How
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could they be applied to solve the questions
surrounding modern nations? Similarly, we ask: Would



the status of ancient thought, the crudeness of arts and
crafts, the insufficiency of scientific attainment serve us
today? Would the agricultural methods of the ancients
suffice in the twentieth century? Transportation in the
former ages was restricted to conveyance by animals.
How would it provide for human needs today? If modes
of transportation had not been reformed, the teeming
millions now upon the earth would die of starvation.
Without the railway and the fast-going steamship, the
world of the present day would be as dead. How could
great cities such as New York and London subsist if
dependent upon ancient means of conveyance? It is
also true of other things which have been reformed in
proportion to the needs of the present time. Had they
not been reformed, man could not find subsistence.

If these material tendencies are in such need of
reformation, how much greater the need in the world of
the human spirit, the world of human thought,
perception, virtues and bounties! Is it possible that that
need has remained stationary while the world has been
advancing in every other condition and direction? It is
impossible.

Therefore, we must invoke and supplicate God and
strive with the utmost effort in order that the world of
human existence in all its degrees may receive a mighty
impulse, complete human happiness be attained and
the resuscitation of all spirits and emanations be
realized through the boundless favor of the mercy of



God.
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Talk at Franklin Square House
Boston, Massachusetts

Notes by Edna McKinney

Among the teachings of Baha'u'llah is the principle of
equality of man and woman. Baha'u'llah has said that
both belong to humankind and that in the estimation of
God they are equal, for each is the complement of the
other in the divine creative plan. The only distinction
between them in the sight of God is the purity and
righteousness of their deeds and actions, for that one is
preferred by God who is most nearly in the spiritual
image and likeness of the Creator. Throughout the
kingdoms of living organisms there is sex differentiation
in function, but no preference or distinction is made in
favor of either male or female. In the animal kingdom
individual
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sex exists, but rights are equal and without distinction.
Likewise, in the plane or kingdom of the vegetable sex
appears, but equality of function and right is evident.
Inasmuch as sex distinction and preference are not
observed in these kingdoms of inferior intelligence, is it
befitting the superior station of man that he should make
such differentiation and estimate, when as a matter of
fact there is no difference indicated in the law of
creation?



In ancient times and medieval ages woman was
completely subordinated to man. The cause of this
estimate of her inferiority was her lack of education. A
woman's life and intellect were limited to the household.
Glimpses of this may be found even in the Epistles of
Saint Paul. In later centuries the scope and
opportunities of a woman's life broadened and
increased. Her mind unfolded and developed; her
perceptions awakened and deepened. The question
concerning her was: Why should a woman be left
mentally undeveloped? Science is praiseworthy --
whether investigated by the intellect of man or woman.
So, little by little, woman advanced, giving increasing
evidence of equal capabilities with man -- whether in
scientific research, political ability or any other sphere of
human activity. The conclusion is evident that woman
has been outdistanced through lack of education and
intellectual facilities. If given the same educational
opportunities or course of study, she would develop the
same capacity and abilities.

There are some who declare that woman is not naturally
endowed or imbued with the same capabilities as man;
that she is intellectually inferior to man, weaker in
willpower and lacking his courage. This theory is
completely contradicted by history and facts of record.
Certain women of superlative capacity and
determination have appeared in the world, peers of man
in intellect and equally courageous. Zenobia was the
wife of the governor-general of Athens. Her husband



died, and like the Russian Queen, Catherine, she
manifested the highest degree of capability in the
administration of public affairs. The Roman government
appointed her to succeed her husband. Afterward she
conquered Syria, conducted a successful campaign in
Egypt and established a memorable sovereignty. Rome
sent an army against her under direction of
distinguished commanders. When the two forces met in
battle, Zenobia arrayed herself in gorgeous apparel,
placed the crown of her kingdom upon her head and
rode forth at the head of her army, defeating the Roman
legions so completely that they were not able to
reorganize. The Emperor of Rome himself took
command of the next army of one hundred thousand
soldiers and marched into Syria. At that time Rome was
at the zenith of greatness
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and was the strongest military power in the world.
Zenobia withdrew with her forces to Palmyra and
fortified it to withstand a siege. After two years the
Roman Emperor cut off her supplies, and she was
forced to surrender.

The Romans returned in triumphal procession and
pageant to their own country. They entered Rome in
great pomp and splendor, led by African elephants. After
the elephants there were lions, then tigers, bears and
monkeys, and after the monkeys, Zenobia -- barefooted,
walking, a chain of gold about her neck and a crown in



her hand, dignified, majestic, queenly and courageous
notwithstanding her downfall and defeat.

Among other noted women of history was Cleopatra,
Queen of Egypt, who held her kingdom against the
armies of Rome for a long time. Catherine, wife of Peter
the Great, displayed courage and military strategy of the
very highest order during the war between Russia and
Muhammad Pasha. When the cause of Russia seemed
hopeless, she took her jewels and went before the
Turkish victor, presented them to him and pled the
justice of her country's cause with such convincing skKill
and diplomacy that peace was declared.

Victoria, Queen of England, was really superior to all the
kings of Europe in ability, justness and equitable
administration. During her long and brilliant reign the
British Empire was immensely extended and enriched,
due to her political sagacity, skill and foresight.

The history of religion, likewise, furnishes eloquent
examples of woman's capability under conditions of
great difficulty and necessity. The conquest of the Holy
Land by the Israelites after forty years' wandering in the
desert and wilderness of Judea was accomplished
through the strategy and cunning of a woman.

After the martyrdom of Christ, to Whom be glory, the
disciples were greatly disturbed and disheartened. Even
Peter had denied Christ and tried to shun Him. It was a
woman, Mary Magdalene, who confirmed the wavering
disciples in their faith, saying, "Was it the body of Christ



or the reality of Christ that ye have seen crucified?
Surely it was His body. His reality is everlasting and
eternal; it hath neither beginning nor ending. Therefore,
why are ye perplexed and discouraged? Christ always
spoke of His being crucified." Mary Magdalene was a
mere villager, a peasant woman; yet she became the
means of consolation and confirmation to the disciples
of Christ.

In the Cause of Baha'u'llah there have been women
who were superior to men in illumination, intellect,
divine virtues and devotion
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to God. Among them was Qurratu'l-'Ayn. When she
spoke, she was listened to reverently by the most
learned men. They were most respectful in her
presence, and none dared to contradict her. Among the
Baha'i women in Persia today there are Ruhu'llah and
others who are gifted with knowledge, invincible
steadfastness, courage, virtue and power of will. They
are superior to men and well-known throughout Persia.

Briefly, history furnishes evidence that during the past
centuries there have been great women as well as great
men; but in general, owing to lack of educational
advantages, women have been restricted and deprived
of opportunity to become fully qualified and
representative of humankind. When given the
opportunity for acquiring education, they have shown
equal capacity with men. Some philosophers and



writers have considered woman naturally and by
creation inferior to man, claiming as a proof that the
brain of man is larger and heavier than that of woman.
This is frail and faulty evidence, inasmuch as small
brains are often found coupled with superior intellect
and large brains possessed by those who are ignorant,
even imbecilic. The truth is that God has endowed all
humankind with intelligence and perception and has
confirmed all as His servants and children; therefore, in
the plan and estimate of God there is no distinction
between male or female. The soul that manifests pure
deeds and spiritual graces is most precious in His sight
and nearer to Him in its attainments.

The realities of things have been revealed in this radiant
century, and that which is true must come to the
surface. Among these realities is the principle of the
equality of man and woman -- equal rights and
prerogatives in all things appertaining to humanity.
Baha'u'llah declared this reality over fifty years ago. But
while this principle of equality is true, it is likewise true
that woman must prove her capacity and aptitude, must
show forth the evidences of equality. She must become
proficient in the arts and sciences and prove by her
accomplishments that her abilities and powers have
merely been latent. Demonstrations of force, such as
are now taking place in England, are neither becoming
nor effective in the cause of womanhood and equality.
Woman must especially devote her energies and
abilities toward the industrial and agricultural sciences,



seeking to assist mankind in that which is most needful.
By this means she will demonstrate capability and
ensure recognition of equality in the social and
economic equation. Undoubtedly God will confirm her in
her efforts and endeavors, for in this century of radiance
Baha'u'llah has proclaimed the reality of the oneness of
the world of humanity and announced that all nations,
peoples and
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races are one. He has shown that although individuals
may differ in development and capacity, they are
essentially and intrinsically equal as human beings, just
as the waves of the sea are innumerable and different,
but the reality of the sea is one. The plurality of
humanity may be likened to the waves, but the reality of
humankind is like the sea itself. All the waves are of the
same water; all are waves of one ocean.

Therefore, strive to show in the human world that
women are most capable and efficient, that their hearts
are more tender and susceptible than the hearts of men,
that they are more philanthropic and responsive toward
the needy and suffering, that they are inflexibly opposed
to war and are lovers of peace. Strive that the ideal of
international peace may become realized through the
efforts of womankind, for man is more inclined to war
than woman, and a real evidence of woman's superiority
will be her service and efficiency in the establishment of
universal peace.



27 August 1912 3

Talk at Metaphysical Club
Boston, Massachusetts
Notes by Edna McKinney

Upon the faces of those present | behold the expression
of thoughtfulness and wisdom; therefore, | shall
discourse upon a subject involving one of the divine
questions, a question of religious and metaphysical
importance -- namely, the progressive and perpetual
motion of elemental atoms throughout the various
degrees of phenomena and the kingdoms of existence.
It will be demonstrated and become evident that the
origin and outcome of phenomena are identical and that
there is an essential oneness in all existing things. This
IS a subtle principle appertaining to divine philosophy
and requiring close analysis and attention.

The elemental atoms which constitute all phenomenal
existence and being in this illimitable universe are in
perpetual motion, undergoing continuous degrees of
progression. For instance, let us conceive of an atom in
the mineral kingdom progressing upward to the kingdom
of the vegetable by entering into the composition and
fibre of a tree or plant. From thence it is assimilated and
transferred into the kingdom of the animal and finally, by
the law and process of composition, becomes a part of
the body of man. That is to say, it has traversed the
intermediate degrees and stations of phenomenal
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existence, entering into the composition of various
organisms in its journey. This motion or transference is
progressive and perpetual, for after disintegration of the
human body into which it has entered, it returns to the
mineral kingdom whence it came and will continue to
traverse the kingdoms of phenomena as before. This is
an illustration designed to show that the constituent
elemental atoms of phenomena undergo progressive
transference and motion throughout the material
kingdoms.

In its ceaseless progression and journeyings the atom
becomes imbued with the virtues and powers of each
degree or kingdom it traverses. In the degree of the
mineral it possessed mineral affinities; in the kingdom of
the vegetable it manifested the augmentative virtue or
power of growth; in the animal organism it reflected the
intelligence of that degree; and in the kingdom of man it
was qualified with human attributes or virtues.

Furthermore, the forms and organisms of phenomenal
being and existence in each of the kingdoms of the
universe are myriad and numberless. The vegetable
plane or kingdom, for instance, has its infinite variety of
types and material structures of plant life -- each distinct
and different within itself, no two exactly alike in
composition and detail -- for there are no repetitions in
nature, and the augmentative virtue cannot be confined
to any given image or shape. Each leaf has its own
particular identity -- so to speak, its own individuality as



a leaf. Therefore, each atom of the innumerable
elemental atoms, during its ceaseless motion through
the kingdoms of existence as a constituent of organic
composition, not only becomes imbued with the powers
and virtues of the kingdoms it traverses but also reflects
the attributes and qualities of the forms and organisms
of those kingdoms. As each of these forms has its
individual and particular virtue, therefore, each
elemental atom of the universe has the opportunity of
expressing an infinite variety of those individual virtues.
No atom is bereft or deprived of this opportunity or right
of expression. Nor can it be said of any given atom that
it is denied equal opportunities with other atoms; nay, all
are privileged to possess the virtues existent in these
kingdoms and to reflect the attributes of their organisms.
In the various transformations or passages from
kingdom to kingdom the virtues expressed by the atoms
in each degree are peculiar to that degree. For
example, in the world of the mineral the atom does not
express the vegetable form and organism, and when
through the process of transmutation it assumes the
virtues of the vegetable degree, it does not reflect the
attributes of animal organisms, and so on.

It is evident, then, that each elemental atom of the
universe is possessed
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of a capacity to express all the virtues of the universe.
This is a subtle and abstract realization. Meditate upon



it, for within it lies the true explanation of pantheism.
From this point of view and perception pantheism is a
truth, for every atom in the universe possesses or
reflects all the virtues of life, the manifestation of which
is effected through change and transformation.
Therefore, the origin and outcome of phenomena is,
verily, the omnipresent God; for the reality of all
phenomenal existence is through Him. There is neither
reality nor the manifestation of reality without the
instrumentality of God. Existence is realized and
possible through the bounty of God, just as the ray or
flame emanating from this lamp is realized through the
bounty of the lamp, from which it originates. Even so, all
phenomena are realized through the divine bounty, and
the explanation of true pantheistic statement and
principle is that the phenomena of the universe find
realization through the one power animating and
dominating all things, and all things are but
manifestations of its energy and bounty. The virtue of
being and existence is through no other agency.
Therefore, in the words of Baha'u'llah, the first teaching
is the oneness of the world of humanity.

When the man who is spiritually sagacious and
possessed of insight views the world of humanity, he will
observe that the lights of the divine bounty are flooding
all mankind, just as the lights of the sun shed their
splendor upon all existing things. All phenomena of
material existence are revealed through the ray
emanating from the sun. Without light nothing would be



visible. Similarly, all phenomena in the inner world of
reality receive the bounties of God from the source of
divine bestowal. This human plane, or kingdom, is one
creation, and all souls are the signs and traces of the
divine bounty. In this plane there are no exceptions; all
have been recipients of their bestowals through the
heavenly bounty. Can you find a soul bereft of the
nearness of God? Can you find one whom God has
deprived of its daily sustenance? This is impossible.
God is kind and loving to all, and all are manifestations
of the divine bounty. This is the oneness of the world of
humanity.

But some souls are weak; we must endeavor to
strengthen them. Some are ignorant, uninformed of the
bounties of God; we must strive to make them knowing.
Some are ailing; we must seek to restore them to
health. Some are immature as children; they must be
trained and assisted to attain maturity. We nurse the
sick in tenderness and the kindly spirit of love; we do
not despise them because they are ill. Therefore, we
must exercise extreme patience, sympathy and love
toward all mankind, considering no soul as rejected.
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If we look upon a soul as rejected, we have disobeyed
the teachings of God. God is loving to all. Shall we be
unjust or unkind to anyone? Is this allowable in the sight
of God? God provides for all. Is it befitting for us to
prevent the flow of His merciful provisions for mankind?



God has created all in His image and likeness. Shall we
manifest hatred for His creatures and servants? This
would be contrary to the will of God and according to
the will of Satan, by which we mean the natural
inclinations of the lower nature. This lower nature in
man is symbolized as Satan -- the evil ego within us, not
an evil personality outside.

Baha'u'llah teaches that the foundations of the divine
religion are one reality which does not admit of
multiplicity or division. Therefore, the commandments
and teachings of God are one. The religious differences
and divisions which exist in the world are due to blind
imitations of forms without knowledge or investigation of
the fundamental divine reality which underlies all the
religions. Inasmuch as these imitations of ancestral
forms are various, dissensions have arisen among the
people of religion. Therefore, it is necessary to free
mankind from this subjection to blind belief by pointing
the way of guidance to reality itself, which is the only
basis of unity.

Baha'u'llah says that religion must be conducive to love
and unity. If it proves to be the source of hatred and
enmity, its absence is preferable; for the will and law of
God is love, and love is the bond between human
hearts. Religion is the light of the world. If it is made the
cause of darkness through human misunderstanding
and ignorance, it would be better to do without it.

Religion must conform to science and reason;



otherwise, it is superstition. God has created man in
order that he may perceive the verity of existence and
endowed him with mind or reason to discover truth.
Therefore, scientific knowledge and religious belief must
be conformable to the analysis of this divine faculty in
man.

Prejudices of all kinds -- whether religious, racial,
patriotic or political -- are destructive of divine
foundations in man. All the warfare and bloodshed in
human history have been the outcome of prejudice. This
earth is one home and native land. God has created
mankind with equal endowment and right to live upon
the earth. As a city is the home of all its inhabitants
although each may have his individual place of
residence therein, so the earth's surface is one wide
native land or home for all races of humankind. Racial
prejudice or separation into nations such as French,
German, American and so on is unnatural and proceeds
from human motive and ignorance. All are the children
and servants of God. Why should
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we be separated by artificial and imaginary boundaries?
In the animal kingdom the doves flock together in
harmony and agreement. They have no prejudices. We
are human and superior in intelligence. Is it befitting that
lower creatures should manifest virtues which lack
expression in man?

Baha'u'llah has proclaimed and promulgated the



foundation of international peace. For thousands of
years men and nations have gone forth to the battlefield
to settle their differences. The cause of this has been
ignorance and degeneracy. Praise be to God! In this
radiant century minds have developed, perceptions
have become keener, eyes are illumined and ears
attentive. Therefore, it will be impossible for war to
continue. Consider human ignorance and inconsistency.
A man who kills another man is punished by execution,
but a military genius who kills one hundred thousand of
his fellow creatures is immortalized as a hero. One man
steals a small sum of money and is imprisoned as a
thief. Another pillages a whole country and is honored
as a patriot and conqueror. A single falsehood brings
reproach and censure, but the wiles of politicians and
diplomats excite the admiration and praise of a nation.
Consider the ignorance and inconsistency of mankind.
How darkened and savage are the instincts of humanity!

Baha'u'llah has announced that no matter how far the
world of humanity may advance in material civilization, it
is nevertheless in need of spiritual virtues and the
bounties of God. The spirit of man is not illumined and
quickened through material sources. It is not
resuscitated by investigating phenomena of the world of
matter. The spirit of man is in need of the protection of
the Holy Spirit. Just as he advances by progressive
stages from the mere physical world of being into the
intellectual realm, so must he develop upward in moral
attributes and spiritual graces. In the process of this



attainment he is ever in need of the bestowals of the
Holy Spirit. Material development may be likened to the
glass of a lamp, whereas divine virtues and spiritual
susceptibilities are the light within the glass. The lamp
chimney is worthless without the light; likewise, man in
his material condition requires the radiance and
vivification of the divine graces and merciful attributes.
Without the presence of the Holy Spirit he is lifeless.
Although physically and mentally alive, he is spiritually
dead. Christ announced, "That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit,"
meaning that man must be born again. As the babe is
born into the light of this physical world, so must the
physical and intellectual man be born into the light of the
world of Divinity. In the matrix of the mother the unborn
child was deprived and unconscious of the
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world of material existence, but after its birth it beheld
the wonders and beauties of a new realm of life and
being. In the world of the matrix it was utterly ignorant
and unable to conceive of these new conditions, but
after its transformation it discovers the radiant sun,
trees, flowers and an infinite range of blessings and
bounties awaiting it. In the human plane and kingdom
man is a captive of nature and ignorant of the divine
world until born of the breaths of the Holy Spirit out of
physical conditions of limitation and deprivation. Then
he beholds the reality of the spiritual realm and



Kingdom, realizes the narrow restrictions of the mere
human world of existence and becomes conscious of
the unlimited and infinite glories of the world of God.
Therefore, no matter how man may advance upon the
physical and intellectual plane, he is ever in need of the
boundless virtues of Divinity, the protection of the Holy
Spirit and the face of God.

29 August 1912 4

Talk at Home of Madame Morey

34 Hillside Avenue, Malden, Massachusetts
Notes by Edna McKinney

In the Books of the Prophets certain glad tidings are
recorded which are absolutely true and free from doubit.
The East has ever been the dawning point of the Sun of
Reality. All the Prophets of God have appeared there.
The religions of God have been promulgated, the
teachings of God have been spread and the law of God
founded in the East. The Orient has always been the
center of lights. The West has acquired illumination from
the East, but in some respects the reflection of the light
has been greater in the Occident. This is especially true
of Christianity. Christ appeared in Palestine, and His
teachings were founded there. Although the doors of the
Kingdom were opened in that country and the bestowals
of Divinity were spread broadcast from its center, the
people of the West have embraced and promulgated
Christianity more fully than those in the East. The Sun of
Reality shone forth from the horizon of the East, but its



heat and ray are most resplendent in the West, where
the radiant standard of Christ has been upraised. | have
great hopes that the lights of Baha'u'llah's appearance
may also find the fullest manifestation and reflection in
these western regions, for the teachings of Baha'u'llah
are especially applicable to the conditions of the people
here. The western nations are
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endowed with the capability of understanding the
rational and peerless words of Baha'u'llah and realizing
that the essence of the teachings of all the former
Prophets can be found in His utterance.

The teachings of Christ have been promulgated by
Baha'u'llah, Who has also revealed new teachings
applicable to present conditions in the world of
humanity. He has trained the people of the East through
the power and protection of the Holy Spirit, cemented
the souls of humanity together and established the
foundations of international unity.

Through the power of His words the hearts of the
people of all religions have been attuned in harmony.
For instance, among the Baha'is in Persia there are
Christians, Muslims, Zoroastrians, Jews and many
others of varying denominations and beliefs who have
been brought together in unity and love in the Cause of
Baha'u'llah. Although these people were formerly hostile
and antagonistic, filled with hatred and bitterness toward
each other, bloodthirsty and pillaging, considering that



animosity and attack were the means of attaining the
good pleasure of God, they have now become loving
and filled with the radiant zeal of fellowship and
brotherhood, the purpose of them all being service to
the world of humanity, promotion of international peace,
the unification of the divine religions and deeds of
universal philanthropy. By their words and actions they
are proving the verity of Baha'u'llah.

Consider the animosity and hatred existing today
between the various nations of the world. What
disagreements and hostilities arise, what warfare and
contention, how much bloodshed, what injustice and
tyranny! Just now there is war in eastern Turkey, also
war between Turkey and ltaly. Nations are devoted to
conquest and bloodshed, filled with the animus of
religious hatred, seeking the good pleasure of God by
kKilling and destroying those whom in their blindness
they consider enemies. How ignorant they are! That
which is forbidden by God they consider acceptable to
Him. God is love; God seeketh fellowship, purity,
sanctity and long-suffering; these are the attributes of
Divinity. Therefore, these warring, raging nations have
arisen against Divinity, imagining they are serving God.
What gross ignorance this is! What injustice, blindness
and lack of realization! Briefly, we must strive with heart
and soul in order that this darkness of the contingent
world may be dispelled, that the lights of the Kingdom
shall shine upon all the horizons, the world of humanity
become illumined, the image of God become apparent



in human mirrors, the law of God be well established
and that all regions of the world shall enjoy peace,
comfort and composure beneath the equitable
protection of God. My
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admonition and exhortation to you is this: Be kind to all
people, love humanity, consider all mankind as your
relations and servants of the most high God. Strive day
and night that animosity and contention may pass away
from the hearts of men, that all religions shall become
reconciled and the nations love each other so that no
racial, religious or political prejudice may remain and the
world of humanity behold God as the beginning and end
of all existence. God has created all, and all return to
God. Therefore, love humanity with all your heart and
soul. If you meet a poor man, assist him; if you see the
sick, heal him; reassure the affrighted one, render the
cowardly noble and courageous, educate the ignorant,
associate with the stranger. Emulate God. Consider how
kindly, how lovingly He deals with all, and follow His
example. You must treat people in accordance with the
divine precepts -- in other words, treat them as kindly as
God treats them, for this is the greatest attainment
possible for the world of humanity.

Furthermore, know ye that God has created in man the
power of reason, whereby man is enabled to investigate
reality. God has not intended man to imitate blindly his
fathers and ancestors. He has endowed him with mind,



or the faculty of reasoning, by the exercise of which he
Is to investigate and discover the truth, and that which
he finds real and true he must accept. He must not be
an imitator or blind follower of any soul. He must not rely
implicitly upon the opinion of any man without
investigation; nay, each soul must seek intelligently and
independently, arriving at a real conclusion and bound
only by that reality. The greatest cause of bereavement
and disheartening in the world of humanity is ignorance
based upon blind imitation. It is due to this that wars and
battles prevail; from this cause hatred and animosity
arise continually among mankind. Through failure to
investigate reality the Jews rejected Jesus Christ. They
were expecting His coming; by day and night they
mourned and lamented, saying, "O God! Hasten Thou
the day of the advent of Christ," expressing most
intense longing for the Messiah; but when Christ
appeared, they denied and rejected Him, treated Him
with arrogant contempt, sentenced Him to death and
finally crucified Him. Why did this happen? Because
they were blindly following imitations, believing that
which had descended to them as a heritage from their
fathers and ancestors, tenaciously holding to it and
refusing to investigate the reality of Christ. Therefore,
they were deprived of the bounties of Christ, whereas if
they had forsaken imitations and investigated the reality
of the Messiah, they would have surely been guided to
believing in Him. Instead of this they said, "We have
heard from our fathers
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and have read in the OIld Testament that Christ must
come from an unknown place; now we find that this one
has come from Nazareth." Steeped in the literal
interpretation and imitating the beliefs of fathers and
ancestors, they failed to understand the fact that
although the body of Jesus came from Nazareth, the
reality of the Christ came from the unknown place of the
divine Kingdom. They also said that the scepter of
Christ would be of iron -- that is to say, He should wield
a sword. When Christ appeared, He did possess a
sword; but it was the sword of His tongue with which He
separated the false from the true. But the Jews were
blind to the spiritual significance and symbolism of the
prophetic words. They also expected that the Messiah
would sit upon the throne of David, whereas Christ had
neither throne nor semblance of sovereignty; nay,
rather, He was a poor man, apparently abject and
vanquished; therefore, how could He be the veritable
Christ? This was one of their most insistent objections
based upon ancestral interpretation and teaching. In
reality, Christ was glorified with an eternal sovereignty
and everlasting dominion -- spiritual and not temporal.
His throne and Kingdom were established in human
hearts, where He reigns with power and authority
without end. Notwithstanding the fulfillment of all the
prophetic signs in Christ, the Jews denied Him and
entered the period of their deprivation because of their
allegiance to imitations and ancestral forms.



Among other objections they said, "We are promised
through the tongue of the prophets that Christ at the
time of His coming would proclaim the law of the Torah,
whereas now we see this person abrogating the
commands of the Pentateuch, disturbing our blessed
Sabbath and abolishing the law of divorce. He has left
nothing of the ancient law of Moses; therefore, he is the
enemy of Moses." In reality, Christ proclaimed and
completed the law of Moses. He was the very helper
and assister of Moses. He spread the Book of Moses
throughout the world and established anew the
fundamentals of the law revealed by Him. He abolished
certain unimportant laws and forms which were no
longer compatible with the exigencies of the time, such
as divorce and plurality of wives. The Jews did not
comprehend this, and the cause of their ignorance was
blind and tenacious adherence to imitations of ancient
forms and teachings; therefore, they finally sentenced
Christ to death.

They, likewise, said, "Through the tongues of the
prophets it was announced that during the time of
Christ's appearance the justice of God would prevail
throughout the world, tyranny and oppression would be
unknown, justice would even extend to the animal
kingdom, ferocious beasts would associate in
gentleness
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same spring, the lion and the deer meet in the same
meadow, the eagle and quail dwell together in the same
nest; but instead of this, we see that during the time of
this supposed Christ the Romans have conquered
Palestine and are ruling it with extreme tyranny, justice
is nowhere apparent, and signs of peace in the animal
kingdom are conspicuously absent." These statements
and attitudes of the Jews were inherited from their
fathers -- blind allegiance to literal expectations which
did not come to pass during the time of Jesus Christ.
The real purport of these prophetic statements was that
various peoples, symbolized by the wolf and lamb,
between whom love and fellowship were impossible
would come together during the Messiah's reign, drink
from the same fountain of life in His teachings and
become His devoted followers. This was realized when
peoples of all religions, nationalities and dispositions
became united in their beliefs and followed Christ in
humility, associating in love and brotherhood under the
shadow of His divine protection. The Jews, being blind
to this and holding to their bigoted imitations, were
insolent and arrogant toward Christ and crucified Him.
Had they investigated the reality of Christ, they would
have beheld His beauty and truth.

God has given man the eye of investigation by which he
may see and recognize truth. He has endowed man
with ears that he may hear the message of reality and
conferred upon him the gift of reason by which he may
discover things for himself. This is his endowment and



equipment for the investigation of reality. Man is not
intended to see through the eyes of another, hear
through another's ears nor comprehend with another's
brain. Each human creature has individual endowment,
power and responsibility in the creative plan of God.
Therefore, depend upon your own reason and judgment
and adhere to the outcome of your own investigation;
otherwise, you will be utterly submerged in the sea of
ignorance and deprived of all the bounties of God. Turn
to God, supplicate humbly at His threshold, seeking
assistance and confirmation, that God may rend
asunder the veils that obscure your vision. Then will
your eyes be filled with illumination, face to face you will
behold the reality of God and your heart become
completely purified from the dross of ignorance,
reflecting the glories and bounties of the Kingdom.

Holy souls are like soil which has been plowed and tilled
with much earnest labor, the thorns and thistles cast
aside and all weeds uprooted. Such soil is most fruitful,
and the harvest from it will prove full and plenteous. In
this same way man must free himself
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from the weeds of ignorance, thorns of superstitions and
thistles of imitations that he may discover reality in the
harvests of true knowledge. Otherwise, the discovery of
reality is impossible, contention and divergence of
religious belief will always remain, and mankind, like
ferocious wolves, will rage and attack each other in



hatred and antagonism. We supplicate God that He may
destroy the veils which limit our vision and that these
becloudings, which darken the way of the manifestation
of the shining lights, may be dispelled in order that the
effulgent Sun of Reality may shine forth. We implore
and invoke God, seeking His assistance and
confirmation. Man is a child of God, most noble, lofty
and beloved by God, his Creator. Therefore, he must
ever strive that the divine bounties and virtues bestowed
upon him may prevail and control him. Just now the soil
of human hearts seems like black earth, but in the
innermost substance of this dark soil there are
thousands of fragrant flowers latent. We must endeavor
to cultivate and awaken these potentialities, discover
the secret treasure in this very mine and depository of
God, bring forth these resplendent powers long hidden
in human hearts. Then will the glories of both worlds be
blended and increased and the quintessence of human
existence be made manifest.

We must not be content with simply following a certain
course because we find our fathers pursued that
course. It is the duty of everyone to investigate reality,
and investigation of reality by another will not do for us.
If all in the world were rich and one man poor, of what
use are these riches to that man? If all the world be
virtuous and a man steeped in vice, what good results
are forthcoming from him? If all the world be
resplendent and a man blind, where are his benefits? If
all the world be in plenty and a man hungry, what



sustenance does he derive? Therefore, every man must
be an investigator for himself. Ideas and beliefs left by
his fathers and ancestors as a heritage will not suffice,
for adherence to these are but imitations, and imitations
have ever been a cause of disappointment and
misguidance. Be investigators of reality that you may
attain the verity of truth and life.

You have asked why it was necessary for the soul that
was from God to make this journey back to God? Would
you like to understand the reality of this question just as
| teach it, or do you wish to hear it as the world teaches
it? For if | should answer you according to the latter way,
this would be but imitation and would not make the
subject clear.

The reality underlying this question is that the evil spirit,
Satan or whatever is interpreted as evil, refers to the
lower nature in man.
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This baser nature is symbolized in various ways. In man
there are two expressions: One is the expression of
nature; the other, the expression of the spiritual realm.
The world of nature is defective. Look at it clearly,
casting aside all superstition and imagination. If you
should leave a man uneducated and barbarous in the
wilds of Africa, would there be any doubt about his
remaining ignorant? God has never created an evil
spirit; all such ideas and nomenclature are symbols
expressing the mere human or earthly nature of man. It



is an essential condition of the soil of earth that thorns,
weeds and fruitless trees may grow from it. Relatively
speaking, this is evil; it is simply the lower state and
baser product of nature.

It is evident, therefore, that man is in need of divine
education and inspiration, that the spirit and bounties of
God are essential to his development. That is to say, the
teachings of Christ and the Prophets are necessary for
his education and guidance. Why? Because They are
the divine Gardeners Who till the earth of human hearts
and minds. They educate man, uproot the weeds, burn
the thorns and remodel the waste places into gardens
and orchards where fruitful trees grow. The wisdom and
purpose of Their training is that man must pass from
degree to degree of progressive unfoldment until
perfection is attained. For instance, if a man should live
his entire life in one city, he cannot gain a knowledge of
the whole world. To become perfectly informed he must
visit other cities, see the mountains and valleys, cross
the rivers and traverse the plains. In other words,
without progressive and universal education perfection
will not be attained.

Man must walk in many paths and be subjected to
various processes in his evolution upward. Physically he
is not born in full stature but passes through
consecutive stages of fetus, infant, childhood, youth,
maturity and old age. Suppose he had the power to
remain young throughout his life. He then would not



understand the meaning of old age and could not
believe it existed. If he could not realize the condition of
old age, he would not know that he was young. He
would not know the difference between young and old
without experiencing the old. Unless you have passed
through the state of infancy, how would you know this
was an infant beside you? If there were no wrong, how
would you recognize the right? If it were not for sin, how
would you appreciate virtue? If evil deeds were
unknown, how could you commend good actions? If
sickness did not exist, how would you understand
health? Evil is nonexistent; it is the absence of good.
Sickness is the loss of health; poverty, the lack of riches.
When wealth disappears, you are poor; you look within
the treasure box but find nothing there. Without

Page 296

knowledge there is ignorance; therefore, ignorance is
simply the lack of knowledge. Death is the absence of
life. Therefore, on the one hand, we have existence; on
the other, nonexistence, negation or absence of
existence.

Briefly, the journey of the soul is necessary. The
pathway of life is the road which leads to divine
knowledge and attainment. Without training and
guidance the soul could never progress beyond the
conditions of its lower nature, which is ignorant and
defective.
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From Stenographic Notes

God, the Almighty, has created all mankind from the
dust of earth. He has fashioned them all from the same
elements; they are descended from the same race and
live upon the same globe. He has created them to dwell
beneath the one heaven. As members of the human
family and His children He has endowed them with
equal susceptibilities. He maintains, protects and is kind
to all. He has made no distinction in mercies and graces
among His children. With impartial love and wisdom He
has sent forth His Prophets and divine teachings. His
teachings are the means of establishing union and
fellowship among mankind and awakening love and
kindness in human hearts. He proclaims the oneness of
the kingdom of humanity. He rebukes those things
which create differences and destroy harmony; He
commends and praises every means that will conduce
to the solidarity of the human race. He encourages man
in every step of advancement which leads to ultimate
union. The Prophets of God have been inspired with the
message of love and unity. The Books of God have
been revealed for the upbuilding of fellowship and
union. The Prophets of God have been the servants of
reality; Their teachings constitute the science of reality.



Reality is one; it does not admit plurality. We conclude,
therefore, that the foundation of the religions of God is
one foundation. Notwithstanding this, certain forms and
imitations have been persistently adhered to which have
nothing to do with the foundation of the teachings of the
Prophets of God. As these imitations are various and
different, contention and strife prevail among the people
of religious beliefs, and the foundation of the religion of
God has become obscured. Like beasts of prey, men
are warring and killing each other, destroying cities and
homes, devastating countries and kingdoms.

God has created His servants in order that they may
love and associate with each other. He has revealed the
glorious splendor of His sun of love in the world of
humanity. The cause of the creation of the phenomenal
world is love. All the Prophets have promulgated the law
of love. Man has opposed the will of God and acted in
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opposition to the plan of God. Therefore, from the
beginning of history to the present time the world of
humanity has had no lasting rest; warfare and strife
have continuously prevailed, and hearts have
manifested hatred toward each other. The cause of
bloodshed and battle, strife and hatred throughout the
past has been either religious, racial, patriotic or political
prejudice. Therefore, the world of humanity has ever
been in torment. These prejudices are more pronounced
in the Orient, where freedom is restricted. In the



nineteenth century the nations of the East were restless
and in a state of inner commotion. The darkness of
imitations and forms had enveloped religious belief. The
people of religions were in constant warfare, filled with
enmity, hatred and bitterness. In the midst of these
conditions Baha'u'llah appeared. He proclaimed the
oneness of the world of humanity and announced that
all are the servants of God. He taught that all the
religions are beneath the shadow and protection of the
Almighty, that God is compassionate and loving to all,
that the revelations of all the Prophets of the past have
been in perfect unity and agreement, that the heavenly
Books have confirmed each other; therefore, why
should contention and strife exist among the people?

As all mankind have been created by the one God, we
are sheep under the care and protection of one
Shepherd. Therefore, as His sheep we must associate
in accord and agreement. If one single lamb becomes
separated from the flock, the thoughts and efforts of all
the others must be to bring it back again. Consequently,
Baha'u'llah proclaimed that, inasmuch as God is the one
heavenly Shepherd and all mankind are the sheep of
His fold, the religion or guidance of God must be the
means of love and fellowship in the world. If religion
proves to be the source of hatred, enmity and
contention, if it becomes the cause of warfare and strife
and influences men to kill each other, its absence is
preferable. For that which is productive of hatred
amongst the people is rejected by God, and that which



establishes fellowship is beloved and sanctioned by
Him. Religion and divine teachings are like unto a
remedy. A remedy must produce the condition of health.
If it occasions sickness, it is wiser and better to have no
remedy whatever. This is the significance of the
statement that if religion becomes the cause of warfare
and bloodshed, irreligion and the absence of religion are
preferable among mankind.

Baha'u'llah has declared that religion must be in accord
with science and reason. If it does not correspond with
scientific principles and the processes of reason, it is
superstition. For God has endowed us with faculties by
which we may comprehend the
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realities of things, contemplate reality itself. If religion is
opposed to reason and science, faith is impossible; and
when faith and confidence in the divine religion are not
manifest in the heart, there can be no spiritual
attainment.

According to the teachings of Baha'u'llah all religious,
racial, patriotic and political prejudice must be
abandoned, for these are the destroyers of the real
foundation of humanity. He has announced that the
religion of God is one, for all revelations of it are based
upon reality. Abraham summoned the people to reality;
Moses proclaimed reality; Christ founded reality.
Likewise, all the Prophets were the servants and
promulgators of reality. Reality is one and indivisible.



Therefore, the prejudices and bigotries whic