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Do You Believe? Holy image appears behind 

child battling leukemia 

Posted: May 24, 2013 11:23 AM CST Updated: May 24, 

2013 12:33 PM CST 

KIRTLAND, OH (WOIO) -  

Believer or not, the image behind Erin Potter, a 

Kirtland girl battling leukemia, is stunning. It 

certainly stunned her mom.• 

"My reaction immediately, it's Mary, they hear us, 

she's there," Jen Potter said.• 

The picture of Erin, running with sparklers, was 

taken in her backyard by a friend just after the 

family learned that Erin's cancer was back, for the 

third time, and she was facing a second bone marrow 

transplant .  

"I didn't necessarily see it as a sign that Erin is fine 

and is going to walk out of this, but it's a sign that 

we're watching over her," Jen added. 

19 Action News has documented Erin's cancer battle 

before. Kevin Potter, her father, actually introduced 

President Obama at a campaign stop, as the 

http://kpho.membercenter.worldnow.com/story/22416520/do-you-believe-holy-image-appears-behind-child-battling-leukemia
http://kpho.membercenter.worldnow.com/story/22416520/do-you-believe-holy-image-appears-behind-child-battling-leukemia


president spoke of the family's fight to stay insured 

to keep alive the fight for Erin. 

Just after the picture was taken, Erin had that 

transplant, and right now, she's cancer-free. 

"So you guys know people are going to be skeptical 

and that doesn't necessarily bother you?" asked 

Reporter Brian Duffy. "You want people to believe 

whatever it is they want to believe when they see 

that picture." 

"I know she's not alone, I know we are not alone and 

people who don't want to believe it, that's OK," said 

Kevin Potter. "Whatever happened, you know 

something powerful  and special was there with us." 

"I definitely have my moments when I'm falling 

apart and I'm terrified and I literally grab my phone 

and I stare at that picture." 

Do you believe?   
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Virgin Mary Apparition In Ohio? Ghostly 

Figure Appears In Photo Behind Erin Potter, 

Child Battling Leukemia  

The Huffington Post  |  By Ryan Grenoble Posted: 

05/25/2013 4:17 pm EDT  

 
KPTV - FOX 12  

A ghostly figure has stunned one family, in Kirtland, 

Ohio, appearing in a family photograph behind their 

daughter, who had been battling leukemia at the 

time. 

That the figure in question resembles the Virgin 

Mary, says Erin's mom, Jen Potter, is no 

coincidence. "My reaction immediately, it's Mary, 

they hear us, she's there," she told WOIO in an 

interview that aired Friday. "I didn't necessarily see 

it as a sign that Erin is fine and is going to walk out 

of this, but it's a sign that we're watching over her." 

The photo shows Erin running through a field with a 

sprinkler in each hand at night. A somewhat blurred 

red figure appears behind Erin's right shoulder with 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ryan-grenoble
http://www.kptv.com/
http://www.19actionnews.com/story/22416520/do-you-believe-holy-image-appears-behind-child-battling-leukemia
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eyes downcast and arms extended. Some have 

suggested the figure resembles the Virgin Mary. 

Jen's daughter, Erin, was diagnosed with leukemia in 

February 2007, subsequently undergoing several 

bone marrow transplants and three recurrent bouts of 

cancer. At the time the picture was taken, reports 

WOIO, Erin was preparing for her second transplant. 

She's currently cancer free. 

Writes Jeni of her daughter, on her blog, "She just 

continues to amaze me and she shows me what it is 

like to be strong, to take one day - one moment - at a 

time. To enjoy each day that she feels good. To love 

each second that she and her sisters are laughing. All 

of our girls are my source of strength. They remind 

me to keep looking up." 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/05/25/virgin-

mary-apparition-erin-potter-ohio_n_3336606.html  
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