Goll
Mamsd Porvm Mo 10474 (Rov I8 Sop 4&d] NN’D 7 5 -7 : WS MM T s

HEADQUARTERS

o micanion. aws D AIR MATERIEL COMMAND

YIHOM 1O COMMAMDING

P et TSDIN/B0K/18/6-:100
POLLOWING OFRICE TYRBOL WLNT FiD, A TION DING
TSDIN : SE2 o 21547
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1. As requestsad by Ac/;s-z there is prasented below th: considered

opinion of thls Command concerning the so=-called "Flyingz Diasca¥, This
opinisn is based on interrogation revort data furnished by AC/AS-R and

preliminary studies by personnel of T-2 and Aircraft Laboratory, Engineer—
ing Mvisian T-3, This cpinion was arrived at in a econfarence betweean
persormel from the Adr Institute of Techmology, Intelligence T-2, 0ffice,
Chief of Engineering Division, and the Aircraft, Power Plant and Propol.lsr

Laborztories of Engineering Idvision T=3,
2, It is the opinicn that:

a, The phencmencn reported is something real and not visionary
or fictitiocus.

b. Thers are cbjects probably approximating ths ahape of 2
disc, of snch appreciable size as to aprear to be 2s large as mo~made

aircraft,

¢s There is a pospibility that sczs of the incicdents may be
caused by patural phencmena, such as peteors,

ds The reported operating characteristics such as extreme
rates of climb, maneuverability (particularly in roll), and action which
mist be ccnuidered evasive when sighted or contacted by friendly air-
craft ard radar, lend belief to the possibility that some of the objecta
are controlled either marually, automatically or remotely.

e The apparent commcn deacripticn of the objects is as followsi-

(1) Metallic ur light reflscting surface.
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(2) Absence of trail, except in a few instances when the
object apparently was operatipng under high perfor=
pance conditions.

(3) Circular or elliptical in shape, flat an bottom and
domed an top.

(L)) Several reports of well kept formation flights warylng
from thres to nine objects.

(5) Normally no asscciated scund, except in three inatanceas
& substantial fumbling roar was noted.

(6) Level flight spesds normally above 300 knots are esti-
mted.

fo. It is possible within the preseat U. 5. kmowisdie — pro-
vided extensiva detailed development is undertaken — to ¢tonstruct a
pilated ajresaft which has the general descriptien of the objJact in sub-
parazraph (e} above which would be capable of an approximate rangs of
7920 miles st subscndc apeeda. '

g. Any developments in this country alceng the lines indicated
would be extremely expensive, time conswaing and at the considerabls ex-
penss of current projects and therefors, if directed, should be set up in-
dependently of existing rrojects.

h. Due consideration must be given the following:-

(1) The vossibility that these objects are of domestic
origin = the product of some high security moject
not known to AC/AS-2 or this Command,

(2) The lack of phrsical evidence in the ashape of crash
recovered exhibits which would undeniably prove the
ecistence of these cobjects,

(3) The possibility that some foreign natian has & form
of provulsion possibly nuclear, which is outside of
our domestic knowledge,

3 It is recommended thate -

a, ileadquartiera, Army Air Forces issue a directive assigning
a priority, security claasificaticn and Code Name for a detailed study of
this mitter to inciude ¢h: preparatisn of corpletm sets of all availabls
and pertinant data which iwill then be ruue available to the Army, Navy,
Atomiz Enerzy Coramission, JriD3, the Air Ferce Scientific Adviaory Group,
NACA, and thes RAND and }PA projects for comments and recormerdations,
with 3 preliminary report to be forwarded within 15 days of raceipt of
the dala and a deiailed raport thereafter svery 30 days as ths invasti-
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gation develops. 4 complete intérchange of data should be effected,

L, Awaiting a specific directive AMC will comtinue the investi-
gation within its current resources in crder to more ¢lossly define the
nature of the phenomenon. Detailed Essential Elemsnts of Infarmtion
will be formulated immediately for transmittal thru channels.

N, F. TYINING
Lieutenant Gerneral, U.S.d.
Comma rding
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Lte General Twining
Commanding Genersl
Alr ateriel Commend
Yiright Field, Chio

Dear General Twining:

Un behal? of the Advanced Study Group T wish to thank vou and your
staff for the consideratle time and effort dewoted to us during our wvi-
sit to the Air lateriel Command last week, Lveryonme we contacted was
nost cooperative and did his best to help us in accomplishing our mission
during the short time available. Our original schedule called for two
days; we soon extended it to three, but quickly found that our interests
could and should be nbsorbed for a much longer veriod tham thet. e hope
that it may be ocur privileze to continue the visit in the not too distent
future.

We particularly velued our discussion with you and were sorry that
we cid not see you agein before we left, Cur talk with General Chidlaw
was most interesting and he gave us plenty to think about,

The major portion of our time during the succeedinz two and one-
helf deys was spent in the Engineerinz Division. We made a short visit
0 I-2 on Fridey afternoon. ile were mable to visi* sevsral activities
that we should have visited such as the Aircraft laboratory, the T-li Di-
vislon, the T-F Division, end the All Weather Project at Clinton.

Our initial conference in the Engineerincg Divisicn was with General
Crawford, General Putt, Colonel laier, Colonel Davis and Colonel Wold.
This fruitful conference nprovided s background for a visit with the En-
Zinvering Division laboratories. e first went to the Fower Plant lab
where Colonel linty and Colonel OfKeefe ably presented the facts of life
about power plants and then showed us some of the work being done. The
functioning of a ram-jst engine was very impressive.

Colenel Jormon made a very clear presentation of the armament pic=
ture. Colonel Davis gave a most instructive talk on some asnects of cel-
astial navigation,

General Fives end his staff, particularly ir,. Keto, reviewed the ac-
tivitiss of the Electronics lab and were most helpful in indicating future
trends. The presentation was well organized snd General Rives, with his
staff, was most helpful in answeriny any quastions that we had to ask.
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Qur Group was smezed at the magnitude end veriety of projects carried
on in the Equipment Division under Colonel Dent. Although he covered a
vast amount of ground and had generated meny ideas, we kmew that he still
had many projects and ideas that he had been unable %o mention. He suggested
that we go with him on his visit to Alaska next January in order to get a
better appreciation of Arctic problems. We are seriously considering ac-
cepting this offer.

The Display Room in the Aircraft Projects laboratory was most helpful.
During our talk with Colonel Smith he gave us many important concepts which
would have been difficult to get anywhere else. Ve appreciated the proxi-
mity of the guided missiles displsy and during our talk with Lt. Col. Ross
we were able to readily compare, in a general way, airplanes and guided
missiles. Cole Hoss exhibited athorough knowledge of his field and was most
helpful in clarifying our minds.

Te had a brief though intensely interesting talk with Col. IeCoye Te
were most impressed with his outline of the T-2 organization, the work that
his division is undertaking, and the enthusiasm with which he 1s tackling
his job. It was most gratifyinzg to find real progress on the criticel mat-
ter of intelligence.

lajor Zebriskie was much more than an efficlsnt escort. His over=-all
knowledze helped greatly in tying various activities together.

Again, may I say, we were only able to scratch the surface on many
matters of interest to us within your commend and meny others were not
touched upon ot all. Te fully realize that much more time will be required
before our level of information will appreoach thet which we hope to have,.
Te enjoyed our visit theroughly, found it to be of great value, and were
most rlessed with the way we were treated.

Plesase accept our best regards,

Sincerely yours,

pIE

DON (2] Z1MGIRMAN
ColdieY, GSC
Chief, Advanced Study Group
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T0: Commanding General
Army Air Forces
Washington 25, D. C.
ATTENTION: Brig. Gemeral George Schulgen
AC/as-2

1. As requested by AC/AS-2 there is presented below th: considered
opinion of this Comnand concernming tze so-called "Flying viscs®. This
opicfon is based on interrogationm resort data furnished by AZ/LS-2 and
preliminary studiss by personnel of T-2 and Aircraft Laboratory, Ecgineer-
ing Division T=-3. Tals opinion was arrived at in a conference between
perscmel from the Alr Institute of Techmolozy, Intelligence T-2, Oifice,

nisf of Engireering Division, and the Aircraft, Power Plant and Prcpaller
Lanoratories of Ergineering MMvigion 0-3,

2. It is ihe opinion that:

a. The phenomsnon repor'ted 1s something real and not visionary
or fictitivus.

b, There are objects crobably approximaiing the shape of a
disc, c¢f soch appraciable size as to aprear to-be as large as can-mace
aircraft,



Ce There is a possibdlity that some of the Incidents xay be
caused by patural phenomsna, such as meteors.

d. Ths reparted operating characteristics such as extreme
rates of climb, maneuverability (particularly in roll), and action which
mst be considered svasive when sighted or contacted by friendly air-
craft and radar, lend belief to the pessibpility that some of the objects
are ccatrolled either marually, automatically or remotely.

es The apparent commcn cdoscripticn of the objects is as follows:~-

1) Metallic or light reflactinz surface,
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{(2) Absence of trail, except in a few instances when the
object apparently was oparating wnder high perfor-
mance conditlons.

(3) Circular or elliptical in shape, flat on botton and
domed o top.

(L) Several reports of well kept formation flights varying
from three to nine objects.

(5) Normally no associatéd scund, except in three instances
& substantial rumbling roar was noted.

(6) Level flight speeds norwally above 300 knots are esti-
mted.

fe Tt is possible within the preseat U. S. knowledze —- pro-
vided extensive detailed development is undertzian — to canstruct a
piloted aircsaft which has the generzl description of the object in sub-
paragrash (e) above which would be capavle of an aporaximate rangs of
7900 miles at subsonic speeds.

g+ Any develomments in this country along the lines indicated
would be extremely expensive, tims consuaing and at the considerable ex—
pense of current projects and therefors, if directed, should be set up in-
dependently of existing projects.

he Due comsideration must be given the following:—

(1) The possibility that thess objsacts ares of domastic
origin - the product of some high security moject
not imown to AC/AS~2 or this Command.

{2} The lack of physical evidence in the shape of crash
recoversd exhibits which would undeniably prove the
existence of these cbjects.



(3) The possitility that some foreign naticn bas a form
of propulsio: possibly muclear, which &s outside of
our domeatic kmowledge.

3« It is recommended that:

2, lesadquarters, Army Air Forces 1issus a direotive assigning
a priority, security classification and Code Name for s detailed study of
this matter to inciude the preparatisn of complste sets of all available
and partinant data which will then be rude availabls to the Axmy, Navy,
Atonic Energy Commisaion, JRD3, the Air Force Scientifie Advisory Oroup,
NACA, and the RAND and NEPA projects for comments and recormerdations,

with a preliminary report to be formardsd within 15 days of raceipt of
the data and a dalailed raport thereafter avery 30 days as ths investi-
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gation develops. A complete interchange of data should be effected,

L. avaiting a specifiec directive AMC wil) contimus the investie
gation within its current resources in order to more closaly defins the
nature of the phenomenon. Detailed Essential Elements of Inforzatiom
will be formulated immediately for transmittal thru channels.

Lieutenant General, UusSede
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AMC Opinion Concerning "Plying Discs®

Commanding Genexral

Arxer Ay Forces

Washington 25, D. C.

ATTENTI(N s » Owmeral Gecrge Schulgen
AS~2

Az Toqmested by AC/AS~2 there-is pressntsd balow the cmuldered

opdnion of this Coamand conserning the sc-callad *¥lying Disca®. This
opinion is based on interrogation report dats formishad by AC/AS-€ and
proliminary studies Yy personnel of T2 and Airoraft Laborstary, Enginser-
ing DMvision T«3, This opinion was axrived at in a conference betwesn

perscunal

from the Alr Institute of Tecilnology, Intelligence T-2, Gffice,
Propellsr

Chief of Engipsering Divisgion, and the Alrorsft, Fower Plant and
Laboratories of Engineering Mvision T3,

2.

It is the opdnion thats
4., The phencmenon reported is something real and not visicnary

or fictitions.

be There ars objesots probably approximating the shape of &

disac, of such appreciabls size as to appedr to be as large as man~zade

alreraft.

Ce There is a possibxdlity that some of the incidenta may be

caussd by natursl phernwmana, suah as meteors.

de The reported operating charscteristios such as axtreme

rates of olinmd, meneuverability (particularly in roll), and action whioh
must be considered evisive when sightsd or contaocted by friendly aire

oralt and

Tadar, lend Gelief to the possibility that scme of the objecta

are controlled either manually, automatically or remotely,

6s The apparent oeomcon desoription of the objects is as follown;~
{1) Metallic or light reflscting surface,

U-39552
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(2) Absence of trail, except in a few instancea when the
object apparently was operating under high perfor=-
mance conditiona.

(3) Circuler or elliptical in shape, flat on bottom and
domed o top.

{4j) Sevaral reports of well kept formation flights varying
frem thrée to nine cbjests.

(5) Normally no associated sound, except in three inatances
" & subatantial rumbling roar was noted,

(6) lLavel flight spesds normally above 300 knots are esti~
mated.

fe It is possible within the pressat ¥, 8. kixnladge ~- pro-
vided extensive detailad developmant 1s wndertaken ~- to construct a
plloted airoraft which has the gensral description of the cobject in sub-
paragraph (e) above which would be capable of az approximate range of
7000 miles at subsondc apeeds,’

g+ Any developmsnts in this country along the linss indicated
would be axtremsly sxpensive, tipe consuming and at the considerable ax~
penss of current projects and therefors, if directed, should be set up in—
dependently of axisting ocrojects,

he Dus consideration must be given the following:~

(1) The possibility that these objacts ars of domestis
origin =~ the produst of some high seowity roject
not kmown to AC/AS=2 or this Cozmend.

{2) ‘the lack of physical evidence in ths shape of orash
recovered axhibits which would undentably prove the
axtiastence of these objecta.

(3) The possibtdlity that sows foreign nstion bas & form
of preopulsion possibly nuclear, which is outsids of
ocur domestic knowledge.

3, It is recommended that:

2+ Headquarters, Army Air Forces issue & directive assigning
a priority, security classgification and Code Name for a detailed study of
this matter to inolude the preparation of complete sets of all availatle
and partinent data which will then be made availabls to the Army, Navy,
Atomic Energy Commission, JRDB, the Air Forse Solantifit Adviasory Gromp,
NACA, and the RAYD and NEPA projects for commsnts and recommendations,

with a pﬂ]d.mm:'{'report to be forwarded within 15 duys of reasipt of
the data and A detailsd report thereafter svery 30 days as the investi-

R U-39552
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gation develops. A complote interchangs of data should be effected.

L. Amaiting a specific directdve ANC will continme the investi-
gation within its chrrent resources in arder to mors cloasly define the
nature of ths pshnomenon, Detailed ZTsssntial Elements of Information
will ‘be formul ated irmedistely for transmd tta) thru channels,

N. F. TWINING
lisutenant General, 1.8,~,

Commanding
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