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Ababinili: (Chikashshanompa’): The Great Spirit / Great Mystery. See 

also: Gitche Manitou; Wakan Tanka; Yokoyani. 
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Ababinili

FromChickasawmythology,Ababinili is the spirit of fire
and manifest in fire and the sun. He is the giver of life,
light, and warmth.[1]

1 Legend

The Moon, Sun, Wind, Rainbow, Thunder, Fire and Wa-
ter came to visit with Ababinili along with one human.
Thunder asked Ababinili if he would make the people of
the world his children. Ababinili told him, “No, they can't
be your children, but they can be your grandchildren. If
anything arises which is heavy on the people of the world,
you can be their sinker for those things.”
The Sun asked the same question and Ababinili answered
this way, “No, they can't be your children, but they can
be your friends and grandchildren. You can be only for
the purpose of giving them light to lead them through this
life.”
Then the Moon asked if they could be his children.
Ababinili said to him, “No, I can't do that but they can
be your nephews and friends.”
Fire then asked if the people of the world could be made
his children, and Ababinili replied saying, “No, the peo-
ple of this world can't be your children, but they can be
your grandchildren. While they are growing up, you can
keep them warm and cook their foods so they can eat
well.”
Now Wind asked Ababinili if she could have the humans
as her children, but again, Ababinili said, “No, they can't
be your children, but they can be your grandchildren so
you can remove the unclean air and all kinds of diseases.”
Next, Rainbow asked for the people of the earth to be
hers. Ababinili replied saying, “No, they can't be your
children, but you can prevent floods and rainy weather
when it’s not needed. You can honor yourself that way.”
Then Water asked if he could be father to all the people
of the earth. “No, the people of the earth can't be your
children. What you can do is wash them clean so they
can live long and healthy lives. We will name you Misha
Sapohkne, for this reason.”
Ababinili then said to all of them, “I have told you all how
to guide yourselves and what to do. You must remember
that these children are my children.” This is what the old
ones used to tell us.[2]
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