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Amatsu-Mikaboshi

For the Marvel Comics character, see Amatsu-Mikaboshi
(comics).

In Japanese mythology, Ama-tsu-Mikaboshi (ja:2I27/2,
“August Star of Heaven”),N?! also called Ame-no-
Kagaseo (ja:?22P7, “Brilliant Male”),1?! and later
Ama-no-Minaka-nushi (“Divine Lord of the middle
heavens”)!1!1*! was originally a Shinto god of evil or pri-
mordial chaos.!'131 Under Chinese Buddhist influence, !
the god was identified with “Myo-Ken” (Sudarshana),!!!
as either Venus!? or the Polestar, before being combined
with the god of all stars, Ama-no-Minaka-Nushi.[H1[3]
Originaly, Amatsu Mikaboshi was supposed to have ex-
isted before the Kotoamatsukami, and so his combination
with one of them was probably a latter theory. Few Shinto
shrines and priests openly venerated those creators of the
universe before the Meiji era, as they were more akin to
esoteric and distant deities, like the hindu god Brahma.

Amatsu Mikaboshi is mentioned in passing in the Nihon
Shoki as an opponent of Takemikazuchi-no-kami during
the latter’s conquest of the land of Izumo, and is some-
times identified with the figure of Takeminakata in the
Kojiki.

1 In modern media

The Mikaboshi legend was adapted in Super Sentai se-
ries, Ninpuu Sentai Hurricaneger as the ultimate goal of
its antagonists, the Jakanja.

Mikaboshi inspired the Marvel Comics character of the
same name, which was prominent during the Chaos War
event as the mastermind behind it, and was revealed to be
a personification of the Universe before creation.

White Wolf’s tabletop roleplaying game Scion is a major
antagonist. He also features as an antagonist in the White
Wolf game lines Wraith: the Oblivion and Kindred of the
East.

In the PlayStation 2 game Shin Megami Tensei: Devil
Summoner 2: Raidou Kuzunoha vs. King Abaddon, Mik-
aboshi appears as a boss character in the fifth chapter.

The Okami franchise bases its final boss on Mikaboshi,
representing the cycles of human evil and corruption.

(1]
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—
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