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The Ethiopic script used for Amharic is also used for other languages, including Ge’ez, Argobba,

Gurage, and Tigre. Ge’ez, which is chiefly a liturgical language, uses only 26 basic letter forms

from this table.
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Alphabet
Ambharic (I 00)

Amharic is a Semitic language and the national language of Ethiopia (_I[/[1[][1). The majority of the 25 million or so speakers of Amharic
can be found in Ethiopia, but there are also speakers in a number of other countries, particularly Eritrea ((/[1[][1), Canada, the USA and
Sweden.

Writing system

Ambharic is written with a version of the Ge'ez script known as [1(1[1 (Fidel). There are a number of ways to transliterate Amharic into the
Latin alphabet, including one deweloped by Ernst Hammerschmidt, the EAE Transliteration system, deweloped by Encyclopaedia
Aethiopica, and the BGN/PCGN* system, which was designed for use in romanizing names written in Amharic characters and adopted
by the UN in 1967.

Amharic abugida ([1111])
The BGN/PCGN Amharic romanization system and the EAE Transliteration system are shown on the left of each column. Where there
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are two transliterations, the one of the right is the EAE one. IPA transcriptions are given under each syllable.
The syllables with the vowel transliterated as (i) are pronounced [8], except in final position when the vowel
is not pronounced.
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Hear a recording of the Amharic syllables
Note: each syllable is said twice, and the last row of the syllable chart (v) is not included.
Source: http://ww. youtube.com/watch?v=BDoKd4zECOI

Other syllables

Punctuation

T H A - ]
i L ] i i

full stop f period semi-colon preface colon gquestion mark

ha longer used
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Listen to a recording of this text by Zaynaba Nuru
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