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Chapter 1
1

Now I, Moroni, after having made an end of abridging the account of the people of Jared, I had supposed not to
have written more, but I have not as yet perished; and I make not myself known to the Lamanites lest they should
destroy me.
2

For behold, their wars are exceedingly fierce among themselves; and because of their hatred they put to death every
Nephite that will not deny the Christ.
3

And I, Moroni, will not deny the Christ; wherefore, I wander whithersoever I can for the safety of mine own life.

4

Wherefore, I write a few more things, contrary to that which I had supposed; for I had supposed not to have written
any more; but I write a few more things, that perhaps they may be of worth unto my brethren, the Lamanites, in some
future day, according to the will of the Lord.

Chapter 2
1

The words of Christ, which he spake unto his disciples, the twelve whom he had chosen, as he laid his hands upon
them—
2

And he called them by name, saying: Ye shall call on the Father in my name, in mighty prayer; and after ye have
done this ye shall have power that to him upon whom ye shall lay your hands, ye shall give the Holy Ghost; and in
my name shall ye give it, for thus do mine apostles.
3

Now Christ spake these words unto them at the time of his first appearing; and the multitude heard it not, but the
disciples heard it; and on as many as they laid their hands, fell the Holy Ghost.

Chapter 3
1

The manner which the disciples, who were called the elders of the church, ordained priests and teachers—

2

After they had prayed unto the Father in the name of Christ, they laid their hands upon them, and said:

3

In the name of Jesus Christ I ordain you to be a priest, (or, if he be a teacher) I ordain you to be a teacher, to preach
repentance and remission of sins through Jesus Christ, by the endurance of faith on his name to the end. Amen.
4

And after this manner did they ordain priests and teachers, according to the gifts and callings of God unto men; and
they ordained them by the power of the Holy Ghost, which was in them.
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Chapter 4
1

The manner of their elders and priests administering the flesh and blood of Christ unto the church; and they
administered it according to the commandments of Christ; wherefore we know the manner to be true; and the elder
or priest did minister it—
2

And they did kneel down with the church, and pray to the Father in the name of Christ, saying:

3

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify this bread to the
souls of all those who partake of it; that they may eat in remembrance of the body of thy Son, and witness unto thee,
O God, the Eternal Father, that they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son, and always remember him,
and keep his commandments which he hath given them, that they may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.

Chapter 5
1

The manner of administering the wine—Behold, they took the cup, and said:

2

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee, in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless and sanctify this wine to the
souls of all those who drink of it, that they may do it in remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which was shed for
them; that they may witness unto thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that they do always remember him, that they may
have his Spirit to be with them. Amen.

Chapter 6
1

And now I speak concerning baptism. Behold, elders, priests, and teachers were baptized; and they were not
baptized save they brought forth fruit meet that they were worthy of it.
2

Neither did they receive any unto baptism save they came forth with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, and
witnessed unto the church that they truly repented of all their sins.
3

And none were received unto baptism save they took upon them the name of Christ, having a determination to
serve him to the end.
4

And after they had been received unto baptism, and were wrought upon and cleansed by the power of the Holy
Ghost, they were numbered among the people of the church of Christ; and their names were taken, that they might be
remembered and nourished by the good word of God, to keep them in the right way, to keep them continually
watchful unto prayer, relying alone upon the merits of Christ, who was the author and the finisher of their faith.
5

And the church did meet together oft, to fast and to pray, and to speak one with another concerning the welfare of
their souls.
6

And they did meet together oft to partake of bread and wine, in remembrance of the Lord Jesus.

7

And they were strict to observe that there should be no iniquity among them; and whoso was found to commit
iniquity, and three witnesses of the church did condemn them before the elders, and if they repented not, and
confessed not, their names were blotted out, and they were not numbered among the people of Christ.
8
9

But as oft as they repented and sought forgiveness, with real intent, they were forgiven.

And their meetings were conducted by the church after the manner of the workings of the Spirit, and by the power
of the Holy Ghost; for as the power of the Holy Ghost led them whether to preach, or to exhort, or to pray, or to
supplicate, or to sing, even so it was done.
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Chapter 7
1

And now I, Moroni, write a few of the words of my father Mormon, which he spake concerning faith, hope, and
charity; for after this manner did he speak unto the people, as he taught them in the synagogue which they had built
for the place of worship.
2

And now I, Mormon, speak unto you, my beloved brethren; and it is by the grace of God the Father, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, and his holy will, because of the gift of his calling unto me, that I am permitted to speak unto you at this
time.
3

Wherefore, I would speak unto you that are of the church, that are the peaceable followers of Christ, and that have
obtained a sufficient hope by which ye can enter into the rest of the Lord, from this time henceforth until ye shall rest
with him in heaven.
4

And now my brethren, I judge these things of you because of your peaceable walk with the children of men.

5

For I remember the word of God which saith by their works ye shall know them; for if their works be good, then
they are good also.
6

For behold, God hath said a man being evil cannot do that which is good; for if he offereth a gift, or prayeth unto
God, except he shall do it with real intent it profiteth him nothing.
7

For behold, it is not counted unto him for righteousness.

8

For behold, if a man being evil giveth a gift, he doeth it grudgingly; wherefore it is counted unto him the same as if
he had retained the gift; wherefore he is counted evil before God.
9

And likewise also is it counted evil unto a man, if he shall pray and not with real intent of heart; yea, and it
profiteth him nothing, for God receiveth none such.
10

Wherefore, a man being evil cannot do that which is good; neither will he give a good gift.

11

For behold, a bitter fountain cannot bring forth good water; neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter water;
wherefore, a man being a servant of the devil cannot follow Christ; and if he follow Christ he cannot be a servant of
the devil.
12

Wherefore, all things which are good cometh of God; and that which is evil cometh of the devil; for the devil is an
enemy unto God, and fighteth against him continually, and inviteth and enticeth to sin, and to do that which is evil
continually.
13

But behold, that which is of God inviteth and enticeth to do good continually; wherefore, every thing which
inviteth and enticeth to do good, and to love God, and to serve him, is inspired of God.
14

Wherefore, take heed, my beloved brethren, that ye do not judge that which is evil to be of God, or that which is
good and of God to be of the devil.
15

For behold, my brethren, it is given unto you to judge, that ye may know good from evil; and the way to judge is
as plain, that ye may know with a perfect knowledge, as the daylight is from the dark night.
16

For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every man, that he may know good from evil; wherefore, I show unto
you the way to judge; for every thing which inviteth to do good, and to persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by
the power and gift of Christ; wherefore ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of God.
17

But whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do evil, and believe not in Christ, and deny him, and serve not God, then
ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of the devil; for after this manner doth the devil work, for he persuadeth
no man to do good, no, not one; neither do his angels; neither do they who subject themselves unto him.
18

And now, my brethren, seeing that ye know the light by which ye may judge, which light is the light of Christ, see
that ye do not judge wrongfully; for with that same judgment which ye judge ye shall also be judged.
19

Wherefore, I beseech of you, brethren, that ye should search diligently in the light of Christ that ye may know
good from evil; and if ye will lay hold upon every good thing, and condemn it not, ye certainly will be a child of
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20

And now, my brethren, how is it possible that ye can lay hold upon every good thing?

21

And now I come to that faith, of which I said I would speak; and I will tell you the way whereby ye may lay hold
on every good thing.
22

For behold, God knowing all things, being from everlasting to everlasting, behold, he sent angels to minister unto
the children of men, to make manifest concerning the coming of Christ; and in Christ there should come every good
thing.
23

And God also declared unto prophets, by his own mouth, that Christ should come.

24

And behold, there were divers ways that he did manifest things unto the children of men, which were good; and all
things which are good cometh of Christ; otherwise men were fallen, and there could no good thing come unto them.
25

Wherefore, by the ministering of angels, and by every word which proceeded forth out of the mouth of God, men
began to exercise faith in Christ; and thus by faith, they did lay hold upon every good thing; and thus it was until the
coming of Christ.
26

And after that he came men also were saved by faith in his name; and by faith, they become the sons of God. And
as surely as Christ liveth he spake these words unto our fathers, saying: Whatsoever thing ye shall ask the Father in
my name, which is good, in faith believing that ye shall receive, behold, it shall be done unto you.
27

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, have miracles ceased because Christ hath ascended into heaven, and hath sat
down on the right hand of God, to claim of the Father his rights of mercy which he hath upon the children of men?
28

For he hath answered the ends of the law, and he claimeth all those who have faith in him; and they who have
faith in him will cleave unto every good thing; wherefore he advocateth the cause of the children of men; and he
dwelleth eternally in the heavens.
29

And because he hath done this, my beloved brethren, have miracles ceased? Behold I say unto you, Nay; neither
have angels ceased to minister unto the children of men.
30

For behold, they are subject unto him, to minister according to the word of his command, showing themselves
unto them of strong faith and a firm mind in every form of godliness.
31

And the office of their ministry is to call men unto repentance, and to fulfil and to do the work of the covenants of
the Father, which he hath made unto the children of men, to prepare the way among the children of men, by
declaring the word of Christ unto the chosen vessels of the Lord, that they may bear testimony of him.
32

And by so doing, the Lord God prepareth the way that the residue of men may have faith in Christ, that the Holy
Ghost may have place in their hearts, according to the power thereof; and after this manner bringeth to pass the
Father, the covenants which he hath made unto the children of men.
33

And Christ hath said: If ye will have faith in me ye shall have power to do whatsoever thing is expedient in me.

34

And he hath said: Repent all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me, and be baptized in my name, and have faith
in me, that ye may be saved.
35

And now, my beloved brethren, if this be the case that these things are true which I have spoken unto you, and
God will show unto you, with power and great glory at the last day, that they are true, and if they are true has the day
of miracles ceased?
36

Or have angels ceased to appear unto the children of men? Or has he withheld the power of the Holy Ghost from
them? Or will he, so long as time shall last, or the earth shall stand, or there shall be one man upon the face thereof to
be saved?
37

Behold I say unto you, Nay; for it is by faith that miracles are wrought; and it is by faith that angels appear and
minister unto men; wherefore, if these things have ceased wo be unto the children of men, for it is because of
unbelief, and all is vain.
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For no man can be saved, according to the words of Christ, save they shall have faith in his name; wherefore, if
these things have ceased, then has faith ceased also; and awful is the state of man, for they are as though there had
been no redemption made.
39

But behold, my beloved brethren, I judge better things of you, for I judge that ye have faith in Christ because of
your meekness; for if ye have not faith in him then ye are not fit to be numbered among the people of his church.
40

And again, my beloved brethren, I would speak unto you concerning hope. How is it that ye can attain unto faith,
save ye shall have hope?
41

And what is it that ye shall hope for? Behold I say unto you that ye shall have hope through the atonement of
Christ and the power of his resurrection, to be raised unto life eternal, and this because of your faith in him according
to the promise.
42

Wherefore, if a man have faith he must needs have hope; for without faith there cannot be any hope.

43

And again, behold I say unto you that he cannot have faith and hope, save he shall be meek, and lowly of heart.

44

If so, his faith and hope is vain, for none is acceptable before God, save the meek and lowly in heart; and if a man
be meek and lowly in heart, and confesses by the power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, he must needs
have charity; for if he have not charity he is nothing; wherefore he must needs have charity.
45

And charity suffereth long, and is kind, and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
46

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for charity never faileth. Wherefore,
cleave unto charity, which is the greatest of all, for all things must fail—
47

But charity is the pure love of Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at the last day, it
shall be well with him.
48

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart, that ye may be filled with this
love, which he hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ; that ye may become the sons
of God; that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is; that we may have this hope;
that we may be purified even as he is pure. Amen.

Chapter 8
1

An epistle of my father Mormon, written to me, Moroni; and it was written unto me soon after my calling to the
ministry. And on this wise did he write unto me, saying:
2

My beloved son, Moroni, I rejoice exceedingly that your Lord Jesus Christ hath been mindful of you, and hath
called you to his ministry, and to his holy work.
3

I am mindful of you always in my prayers, continually praying unto God the Father in the name of his Holy Child,
Jesus, that he, through his infinite goodness and grace, will keep you through the endurance of faith on his name to
the end.
4

And now, my son, I speak unto you concerning that which grieveth me exceedingly; for it grieveth me that there
should disputations rise among you.
5

For, if I have learned the truth, there have been disputations among you concerning the baptism of your little
children.
6

And now, my son, I desire that ye should labor diligently, that this gross error should be removed from among you;
for, for this intent I have written this epistle.
7

For immediately after I had learned these things of you I inquired of the Lord concerning the matter. And the word
of the Lord came to me by the power of the Holy Ghost, saying:
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Listen to the words of Christ, your Redeemer, your Lord and your God. Behold, I came into the world not to call
the righteous but sinners to repentance; the whole need no physician, but they that are sick; wherefore, little children
are whole, for they are not capable of committing sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from them in me, that it
hath no power over them; and the law of circumcision is done away in me.
9

And after this manner did the Holy Ghost manifest the word of God unto me; wherefore, my beloved son, I know
that it is solemn mockery before God, that ye should baptize little children.
10

Behold I say unto you that this thing shall ye teach—repentance and baptism unto those who are accountable and
capable of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they must repent and be baptized, and humble themselves as their
little children, and they shall all be saved with their little children.
11

And their little children need no repentance, neither baptism. Behold, baptism is unto repentance to the fulfilling
the commandments unto the remission of sins.
12

But little children are alive in Christ, even from the foundation of the world; if not so, God is a partial God, and
also a changeable God, and a respecter to persons; for how many little children have died without baptism!
13

Wherefore, if little children could not be saved without baptism, these must have gone to an endless hell.

14

Behold I say unto you, that he that supposeth that little children need baptism is in the gall of bitterness and in the
bonds of iniquity; for he hath neither faith, hope, nor charity; wherefore, should he be cut off while in the thought, he
must go down to hell.
15

For awful is the wickedness to suppose that God saveth one child because of baptism, and the other must perish
because he hath no baptism.
16

Wo be unto them that shall pervert the ways of the Lord after this manner, for they shall perish except they repent.
Behold, I speak with boldness, having authority from God; and I fear not what man can do; for perfect love casteth
out all fear.
17

And I am filled with charity, which is everlasting love; wherefore, all children are alike unto me; wherefore, I love
little children with a perfect love; and they are all alike and partakers of salvation.
18

For I know that God is not a partial God, neither a changeable being; but he is unchangeable from all eternity to
all eternity.
19

Little children cannot repent; wherefore, it is awful wickedness to deny the pure mercies of God unto them, for
they are all alive in him because of his mercy.
20

And he that saith that little children need baptism denieth the mercies of Christ, and setteth at naught the
atonement of him and the power of his redemption.
21

Wo unto such, for they are in danger of death, hell, and an endless torment. I speak it boldly; God hath
commanded me. Listen unto them and give heed, or they stand against you at the judgment-seat of Christ.
22

For behold that all little children are alive in Christ, and also all they that are without the law. For the power of
redemption cometh on all them that have no law; wherefore, he that is not condemned, or he that is under no
condemnation, cannot repent; and unto such baptism availeth nothing—
23

But it is mockery before God, denying the mercies of Christ, and the power of his Holy Spirit, and putting trust in
dead works.
24

Behold, my son, this thing ought not to be; for repentance is unto them that are under condemnation and under the
curse of a broken law.
25

And the first fruits of repentance is baptism; and baptism cometh by faith unto the fulfilling the commandments;
and the fulfilling the commandments bringeth remission of sins;
26

And the remission of sins bringeth meekness, and lowliness of heart; and because of meekness and lowliness of
heart cometh the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which Comforter filleth with hope and perfect love, which love
endureth by diligence unto prayer, until the end shall come, when all the saints shall dwell with God.
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Behold, my son, I will write unto you again if I go not out soon against the Lamanites. Behold, the pride of this
nation, or the people of the Nephites, hath proven their destruction except they should repent.
28

Pray for them, my son, that repentance may come unto them. But behold, I fear lest the Spirit hath ceased striving
with them; and in this part of the land they are also seeking to put down all power and authority which cometh from
God; and they are denying the Holy Ghost.
29

And after rejecting so great a knowledge, my son, they must perish soon, unto the fulfilling of the prophecies
which were spoken by the prophets, as well as the words of our Savior himself.
30

Farewell, my son, until I shall write unto you, or shall meet you again. Amen.

Chapter 9
1

My beloved son, I write unto you again that ye may know that I am yet alive; but I write somewhat of that which is
grievous.
2

For behold, I have had a sore battle with the Lamanites, in which we did not conquer; and Archeantus has fallen by
the sword, and also Luram and Emron; yea, and we have lost a great number of our choice men.
3

And now behold, my son, I fear lest the Lamanites shall destroy this people; for they do not repent, and Satan
stirreth them up continually to anger one with another.
4

Behold, I am laboring with them continually; and when I speak the word of God with sharpness they tremble and
anger against me; and when I use no sharpness they harden their hearts against it; wherefore, I fear lest the Spirit of
the Lord hath ceased striving with them.
5

For so exceedingly do they anger that it seemeth me that they have no fear of death; and they have lost their love,
one towards another; and they thirst after blood and revenge continually.
6

And now, my beloved son, notwithstanding their hardness, let us labor diligently; for if we should cease to labor,
we should be brought under condemnation; for we have a labor to perform whilst in this tabernacle of clay, that we
may conquer the enemy of all righteousness, and rest our souls in the kingdom of God.
7

And now I write somewhat concerning the sufferings of this people. For according to the knowledge which I have
received from Amoron, behold, the Lamanites have many prisoners, which they took from the tower of Sherrizah;
and there were men, women, and children.
8

And the husbands and fathers of those women and children they have slain; and they feed the women upon the
flesh of their husbands, and the children upon the flesh of their fathers; and no water, save a little, do they give unto
them.
9

And notwithstanding this great abomination of the Lamanites, it doth not exceed that of our people in Moriantum.
For behold, many of the daughters of the Lamanites have they taken prisoners; and after depriving them of that
which was most dear and precious above all things, which is chastity and virtue—
10

And after they had done this thing, they did murder them in a most cruel manner, torturing their bodies even unto
death; and after they have done this, they devour their flesh like unto wild beasts, because of the hardness of their
hearts; and they do it for a token of bravery.
11

O my beloved son, how can a people like this, that are without civilization—

12

(And only a few years have passed away, and they were a civil and a delightsome people)

13

But O my son, how can a people like this, whose delight is in so much abomination—

14

How can we expect that God will stay his hand in judgment against us?

15

Behold, my heart cries: Wo unto this people. Come out in judgment, O God, and hide their sins, and wickedness,
and abominations from before thy face!
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And again, my son, there are many widows and their daughters who remain in Sherrizah; and that part of the
provisions which the Lamanites did not carry away, behold, the army of Zenephi has carried away, and left them to
wander whithersoever they can for food; and many old women do faint by the way and die.
17

And the army which is with me is weak; and the armies of the Lamanites are betwixt Sherrizah and me; and as
many as have fled to the army of Aaron have fallen victims to their awful brutality.
18

O the depravity of my people! They are without order and without mercy. Behold, I am but a man, and I have but
the strength of a man, and I cannot any longer enforce my commands.
19

And they have become strong in their perversion; and they are alike brutal, sparing none, neither old nor young;
and they delight in everything save that which is good; and the suffering of our women and our children upon all the
face of this land doth exceed everything; yea, tongue cannot tell, neither can it be written.
20

And now, my son, I dwell no longer upon this horrible scene. Behold, thou knowest the wickedness of this people;
thou knowest that they are without principle, and past feeling; and their wickedness doth exceed that of the
Lamanites.
21

Behold, my son, I cannot recommend them unto God lest he should smite me.

22

But behold, my son, I recommend thee unto God, and I trust in Christ that thou wilt be saved; and I pray unto God
that he will spare thy life, to witness the return of his people unto him, or their utter destruction; for I know that they
must perish except they repent and return unto him.
23

And if they perish it will be like unto the Jaredites, because of the wilfulness of their hearts, seeking for blood and
revenge.
24

And if it so be that they perish, we know that many of our brethren have deserted over unto the Lamanites, and
many more will also desert over unto them; wherefore, write somewhat a few things, if thou art spared and I shall
perish and not see thee; but I trust that I may see thee soon; for I have sacred records that I would deliver up unto
thee.
25

My son, be faithful in Christ; and may not the things which I have written grieve thee, to weigh thee down unto
death; but may Christ lift thee up, and may his sufferings and death, and the showing his body unto our fathers, and
his mercy and long-suffering, and the hope of his glory and of eternal life, rest in your mind forever.
26

And may the grace of God the Father, whose throne is high in the heavens, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who sitteth
on the right hand of his power, until all things shall become subject unto him, be, and abide with you forever. Amen.

Chapter 10
1

Now I, Moroni, write somewhat as seemeth me good; and I write unto my brethren, the Lamanites; and I would
that they should know that more than four hundred and twenty years have passed away since the sign was given of
the coming of Christ.
2

And I seal up these records, after I have spoken a few words by way of exhortation unto you.

3

Behold, I would exhort you that when ye shall read these things, if it be wisdom in God that ye should read them,
that ye would remember how merciful the Lord hath been unto the children of men, from the creation of Adam even
down until the time that ye shall receive these things, and ponder it in your hearts.
4

And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name
of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ,
he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.
5
6

And by the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things.

And whatsoever thing is good is just and true; wherefore, nothing that is good denieth the Christ, but
acknowledgeth that he is.
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And ye may know that he is, by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore I would exhort you that ye deny not the
power of God; for he worketh by power, according to the faith of the children of men, the same today and tomorrow,
and forever.
8

And again, I exhort you, my brethren, that ye deny not the gifts of God, for they are many; and they come from the
same God. And there are different ways that these gifts are administered; but it is the same God who worketh all in
all; and they are given by the manifestations of the Spirit of God unto men, to profit them.
9

For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may teach the word of wisdom;

10

And to another, that he may teach the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

11

And to another, exceedingly great faith; and to another, the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

12

And again, to another, that he may work mighty miracles;

13

And again, to another, that he may prophesy concerning all things;

14

And again, to another, the beholding of angels and ministering spirits;

15

And again, to another, all kinds of tongues;

16

And again, to another, the interpretation of languages and of divers kinds of tongues.

17

And all these gifts come by the Spirit of Christ; and they come unto every man severally, according as he will.

18

And I would exhort you, my beloved brethren, that ye remember that every good gift cometh of Christ.

19

And I would exhort you, my beloved brethren, that ye remember that he is the same yesterday, today, and forever,
and that all these gifts of which I have spoken, which are spiritual, never will be done away, even as long as the
world shall stand, only according to the unbelief of the children of men.
20

Wherefore, there must be faith; and if there must be faith there must also be hope; and if there must be hope there
must also be charity.
21

And except ye have charity ye can in nowise be saved in the kingdom of God; neither can ye be saved in the
kingdom of God if ye have not faith; neither can ye if ye have no hope.
22

And if ye have no hope ye must needs be in despair; and despair cometh because of iniquity.

23

And Christ truly said unto our fathers: If ye have faith ye can do all things which are expedient unto me.

24

And now I speak unto all the ends of the earth—that if the day cometh that the power and gifts of God shall be
done away among you, it shall be because of unbelief.
25

And wo be unto the children of men if this be the case; for there shall be none that doeth good among you, no not
one. For if there be one among you that doeth good, he shall work by the power and gifts of God.
26

And wo unto them who shall do these things away and die, for they die in their sins, and they cannot be saved in
the kingdom of God; and I speak it according to the words of Christ; and I lie not.
27

And I exhort you to remember these things; for the time speedily cometh that ye shall know that I lie not, for ye
shall see me at the bar of God; and the Lord God will say unto you: Did I not declare my words unto you, which
were written by this man, like as one crying from the dead, yea, even as one speaking out of the dust?
28

I declare these things unto the fulfilling of the prophecies. And behold, they shall proceed forth out of the mouth
of the everlasting God; and his word shall hiss forth from generation to generation.
29

And God shall show unto you, that that which I have written is true.

30

And again I would exhort you that ye would come unto Christ, and lay hold upon every good gift, and touch not
the evil gift, nor the unclean thing.
31

And awake, and arise from the dust, O Jerusalem; yea, and put on thy beautiful garments, O daughter of Zion; and
strengthen thy stakes and enlarge thy borders forever, that thou mayest no more be confounded, that the covenants of
the Eternal Father which he hath made unto thee, O house of Israel, may be fulfilled.
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Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye shall deny
yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace sufficient for
you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in
nowise deny the power of God.
33

And again, if ye by the grace of God are perfect in Christ, and deny not his power, then are ye sanctified in Christ
by the grace of God, through the shedding of the blood of Christ, which is in the covenant of the Father unto the
remission of your sins, that ye become holy, without spot.
34

And now I bid unto all, farewell. I soon go to rest in the paradise of God, until my spirit and body shall again
reunite, and I am brought forth triumphant through the air, to meet you before the pleasing bar of the great Jehovah,
the Eternal Judge of both quick and dead. Amen.
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The Angel Moroni (/moʊˈroʊnaɪ/) is, in Mormonism, an angel that visited Joseph Smith on numerous occasions,
beginning on September 21, 1823. According to Smith, the angel was the guardian of the golden plates, which Latter
Day Saints believe were the source material for the Book of Mormon, buried in a hill near Smith's home in western
New York. Moroni is an important figure in the theology of the Latter Day Saint movement, and is featured
prominently in Mormon architecture and art. Three Witnesses besides Smith also reported that they saw Moroni in
visions in 1829, as did several other witnesses who each said they had their own vision.
Moroni is thought by Latter Day Saints to be the same person as a Book of Mormon prophet–warrior named Moroni,
who was the last to write in the golden plates. The book states that Moroni buried them before he died after a great
battle between two pre-Columbian civilizations. After he died, he became an angel, and was tasked with guarding
the golden plates, and with eventually directing Smith to their location in the 1820s. According to Smith, he returned
the golden plates to Moroni after they were translated and as of 1838 the angel Moroni still had the plates in his
possession.[2]

Angel's name and identity
There have been two conflicting accounts as to the name of the angel. Initially, Smith merely referred to "an angel"
without identifying its name. Thus, in an 1831 letter from Lucy Mack Smith to her brother, she discusses Moroni as
the person who buried the plates, but does not identify him as the unnamed "holy angel" that gave Smith the means
to translate the golden plates. In Smith's 1832 history, he said he was visited by "an angel of the Lord", who
mentioned the Book of Mormon prophet "Moroni" as the last engraver of the golden plates; however, Smith's
account did not say whether or not the angel was referring to himself as Moroni.

Angel Moroni
In 1835, Smith identified the angel as Moroni: in 1835, while preparing the first edition of the Doctrine and
Covenants, he made additions to an earlier revelation regarding sacramental wine, and indicated a number of angels
that would come to the earth after the Second Coming and drink wine with Smith and Oliver Cowdery. Among those
angels, the revelation listed "Moroni, whom I have sent unto you to reveal the book of Mormon, containing the
fulness of my everlasting gospel; to whom I have committed the keys of the record of the stick of Ephraim". Around
this time, Cowdery was writing a history of Smith in which he identified the angel as the prophet Moroni from the
Book of Mormon. In July 1838, Smith wrote an article for the church periodical Elders' Journal, in the form of
questions and answers, that stated the following:
"Question 4th. How, and where did you obtain the book of Mormon?
"Answer. Moroni, the person who deposited the plates, from whence the book of Mormon was translated, in a
hill in Manchester, Ontario County, New York, as a resurrected being, appeared unto me, and told me where
they were; and gave me directions how to obtain them."
However, on May 2, 1838, a few months before Smith's statement in Elders' Journal, Smith began dictating a church
history that included a detailed account of his visits from the angel. In this text, Smith identified the angel as
"Nephi", which is the name of the Book of Mormon's first narrator. Smith's 1838 identification as "Nephi" was left
unchanged when the 1838 history was published in 1842 in Times and Seasons, which Smith edited himself, and in
Millennial Star. In the latter, an editorial referred to the 1823 vision and praised "the glorious ministry and message
of the angel Nephi". After Smith's death, the identification as "Nephi" was repeated when The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) published its first edition of the Pearl of Great Price. It was also repeated in 1853
when Smith's mother Lucy Mack Smith published a history of her son.
As a further complication, Mary Whitmer, mother to one of the Three Witnesses and four of the Eight Witnesses,
said she had a vision of the golden plates, shown to her by an angel whom she always called "Brother Nephi", who
may or may not have been the same angel to which Smith referred.
Nevertheless, based on Smith's other statements that the angel was "Moroni," and based on both prior and later
publications, most Latter Day Saints view Smith's 1838 identification of the angel as Nephi as a mistake, perhaps on
the part of the transcriber or a later editor.[3] In the version of Smith's 1838 history published by the LDS Church, as
well as the portion canonized by that denomination as the Pearl of Great Price, the name "Nephi" has been changed
by editors to read "Moroni".[4] The Community of Christ publishes the original story, including the identification of
"Nephi", but indicates "Moroni" in a footnote.Wikipedia:Citation needed

Description
Descriptions of the angel Moroni vary. In one of Smith's histories, he described him as an "angel of light" who "had
on a loose robe of most exquisite whiteness. It was a whiteness beyond anything earthly I had ever seen .… His
hands were naked and his arms also a little above the wrists .… Not only was his robe exceedingly white but his
whole person was glorious beyond description". According to Smith's sister Katharine, the angel "was dressed in
white raiment, of whiteness beyond anything Joseph had ever seen in his life, and had a girdle about his waist. He
saw his hands and wrists, and they were pure and white.
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Appearances to Joseph Smith and others
Smith said that on the night of September 21, 1823, Moroni appeared
to him and told him about the golden plates that were buried in a stone
box a few miles from Smith's home. Smith said that the same angel
visited him various times over the course of the next six years; Smith
also said that the angel visited after him to retrieve the golden plates
after Smith had finished translated a portion of the writing on the
plates[5] into the Book of Mormon.
In addition to Smith, several other early Mormons said they had
visions where they saw the angel Moroni. Three Witnesses said they
saw the angel in 1829: Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin
Harris. Other early Mormons who said they saw Moroni include Emma
Hale Smith, Hyrum Smith, Luke S. Johnson, Zera Pulsipher, W. W.
Phelps, John P. Greene and his wife Rhoda, John Taylor, Oliver
Granger, Heber C. Kimball, Lucy Harris, and Harrison Burgess. Mary
Whitmer may also have seen Moroni, although she referred to the
angel she saw as "Brother Nephi."

Mortal life of Moroni the prophet

The angel Moroni delivering the plates of the
Book of Mormon to Joseph Smith.

Main article: Moroni (prophet)
According to the Book of Mormon, Moroni was the son of Mormon, the prophet for whom the Book of Mormon is
named. Moroni may have been named after Captain Moroni, an earlier Book of Mormon figure. Before Mormon's
death in battle, he passed the golden plates to Moroni. Moroni then finished writing on the plates and concluded the
record, presumably burying them in the hill Cumorah in western New York.

Theological significance
Because of his instrumentality in the restoration of the gospel, Moroni is
commonly identified by Latter Day Saints as the angel mentioned in
Revelation 14:6, "having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people."
The image of the angel Moroni blowing a trumpet is commonly used as an
unofficial symbol of the LDS Church. Moroni appears on the cover of some
editions of the Book of Mormon, and statues of the angel stand atop many
LDS temples, with most statues facing eastward.
Angel Moroni USVA headstone symbol

In 2007, the LDS Church claimed that an image of the angel Moroni in an
advertisement violated one of the church's registered trademarks.[6]

Angel Moroni

Theorized origin of the name
Some scholars have theorized that Smith became familiar with the name "Moroni" through his study of the
treasure-hunting stories of Captain William Kidd.[7] Because Kidd was said to have buried treasure in the Comoros
islands, and Moroni is the name of the capital city and largest settlement in the Union of the Comoros, it has been
suggestedWikipedia:Avoid weasel words that Smith borrowed the name of the settlement and applied it to the angel
who led him to buried treasure—the golden plates. Complementing this proposal is the theory that Smith borrowed
the names of the Comoros islands and applied them to the hill where he found the golden plates, which he named
Cumorah.Wikipedia:Citation needed[8]
Latter Day Saint apologists have reasoned that this line of argument commits the logical error of appeal to
probability; they believe that it is unlikely that Smith had access to material which would have referred to the
then-small settlement of Moroni.[9] Mormon scholar Hugh Nibley noted the prevalence of names in the Book of
Mormon with the root "mor" and suggested that the root may be of Egyptian origin with the meaning of
"beloved".[10]

Sculptors
The Nauvoo Temple was the first Latter Day Saint temple to be crowned with a figure of an angel. This angel, not
officially identified as Moroni,Wikipedia:Citation needed was a gilded wooden weathervane sculpted by an
unknown artist in 1844. This figure was positioned in a flying horizontal position holding an open book in one hand
and a trumpet in the other.
Cyrus Dallin sculpted the first angel which was identified as Moroni.Wikipedia:Citation needed This angel was
placed on the Salt Lake Temple during the capstone ceremony on April 6, 1892, one year to the day before the
temple was dedicated. Dallin's design is a dignified, neoclassical angel in robe and cap, standing upright with a
trumpet in hand. It stands 3.8 meters high, was molded in hammered copper from the plaster original, and covered
with 22-karat gold leaf.
Torleif S. Knaphus fashioned a replica of the Dallin angel in the 1930s, but the casting of his angel was never placed
on a temple until many years later. In 1983, castings of this angel were placed on the Idaho Falls Temple (8th
operating temple), and the Atlanta Temple (21st operating temple).
Millard F. Malin's angel, which was placed on the Los Angeles Temple in 1953 is known as the second Angel
Moroni statue. His angel was cast in aluminum, stands 4.7 meters high and weighs 953 kilograms. It has Native
American features, wears a Mayan style cloak and holds the gold plates in its left hand.Wikipedia:Citation needed
Avard Fairbanks sculpted the third Angel Moroni statue which was placed on the Washington D.C. Temple,
dedicated in 1974. This angel was created as a one-meter model which was sent to Italy where it was enlarged, cast
in bronze, and gilded. The finished statue is 5.5 meters high and weighs over 4,000 pounds (1814 kg). The Seattle
Washington, Jordan River Utah, and México City México Temples each have a 4.6 meter casting of this statue.
Karl Quilter sculpted his first Angel Moroni in 1978. Two sizes were made, one three meters high, the other just over
two meters. These statues were designed to reduce the cost and weight of the previous Angel Moroni statues, in
order to become a standard part of the temple architecture. The Quilter angels are made of fiberglass and covered
with gold leaf. In 1998, with the construction of many new smaller temples, Quilter was commissioned to create a
new angel. This angel was similar in design to his previous angels, but he gave Moroni a slightly larger build, with
its left hand opened, and the body turned slightly to show more action. The Bern Switzerland Temple's Angel
Moroni is patterned after Quilter's 1998 design. Quilter's Angel Moroni is now on over one hundred temples around
the world.
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Notes
[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]

http:/ / en. wikipedia. org/ w/ index. php?title=Template:Book_of_Mormon& action=edit
Joseph Smith–History, 1:60 (http:/ / www. lds. org/ scriptures/ pgp/ js-h/ 1. 60?lang=eng#59), Pearl of Great Price.
See FAIR Wiki, "Nephi or Moroni" (http:/ / en. fairmormon. org/ Nephi_or_Moroni).
Joseph Smith–History 1:27 (http:/ / scriptures. lds. org/ js_h/ 1/ 33#27).
Either one-third or two-thirds; accounts vary: http:/ / www. sidneyrigdon. com/ dbroadhu/ IL/ mischig. htm#101781 & http:/ / www.
sidneyrigdon. com/ dbroadhu/ NY/ wayn1830. htm#031931
[6] Andrew Adams, "Angel Moroni at the Center of Controversial Ad Campaign" (http:/ / www. ksl. com/ index. php?nid=148& sid=1023445),
KSL Radio, March 23, 2007.
[7] See, e.g., Ronald V. Huggins, "From Captain Kidd's Treasure Ghost to the Angel Moroni: Changing Dramatis Personae in Early
Mormonism" (https:/ / www. dialoguejournal. com/ wp-content/ uploads/ sbi/ articles/ Dialogue_V36N04_37. pdf), Dialogue: A Journal of
Mormon Thought, 36:4 (Winter 2003) pp. 17–42.
[8] Prior to 1830, most maps and gazetteers referred to the Comoros as "Comora", but do not contain any mention of the name Moroni. The 1830
first edition of the Book of Mormon printed the name "Cumorah" as "Camorah".
[9] See FAIR Wiki, "Comoros Islands and Moroni" (http:/ / en. fairmormon. org/ Comoros_Islands_and_Moroni).
[10] See Hugh W. Nibley, Teachings of The Book of Mormon, Semester 3, Lecture 71 (http:/ / maxwellinstitute. byu. edu/ publications/ books/
?bookid=118& chapid=1391)

References
• Cowdery, Oliver (1835), "Letter VI to W.W. Phelps, Esq." (http://www.centerplace.org/history/ma/v1n07.
htm#108), Latter Day Saints' Messenger and Advocate 1 (7): 108–112
• Huggins, Ronald V. (2003), "From Captain Kidd's Treasure Ghost to Angel Moroni: Changing Dramatis Personae
in Early Mormonism" (http://www.dialoguejournal.com/wp-content/uploads/sbi/articles/
Dialogue_V36N04_37.pdf), Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 36 (4): 17–42.
• Morgan, Dale (1986), Walker, John Phillip, ed., Dale Morgan on Early Mormonism: Correspondence and a New
History (http://www.signaturebookslibrary.org/dalemorgan/cover.htm), Salt Lake City, Utah: Signature
Books.
• Peterson, H. Donl (Jan 1992), "Moroni—Joseph Smith’s Tutor" (http://www.lds.org/ensign/1992/01/
moroni-joseph-smiths-tutor), Ensign: 22.
• Pratt, P. P.; Ward, Thomas (August 1842), "History of Joseph Smith; Editorial Remarks" (http://contentdm.lib.
byu.edu/cgi-bin/docviewer.exe?CISOROOT=/MStar&CISOPTR=20948), Latter Day Saints' Millennial Star
3 (4): 53–54; 70–72.
• Richards, Franklin D., ed. (1851), The Pearl of Great Price: Being a Choice Selection from the Revelations,
Translations, and Narrations of Joseph Smith, First Prophet, Seer, and Revelator to the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Liverpool: Richards.
• Salisbury, Katharine Smith (April 10, 1895), An Angel Told Him (https://byustudies.byu.edu/PDFViewer.
aspx?title=6800&linkURL=41.3WalkerKatharine-d04673b3-bcfb-4bb7-b3bf-dcf52e06fef5.pdf) (PDF), in
Walker, Kyle R., "Katharine Smith Salisbury's Recollections of Joseph's Meetings with Moroni", BYU Studies
(2002) 41 (3): 4–17.
• Smith, Joseph, Jr. (1832), "History of the Life of Joseph Smith" (http://en.wikisource.org/w/index.
php?title=History_of_the_Life_of_Joseph_Smith&oldid=314384), in Jessee, Dean C, Personal Writings of
Joseph Smith (http://deseretbook.com/personalwritings), Salt Lake City: Deseret Book (published 2002),
ISBN 1-57345-787-6.
• Smith, Joseph, Jr.; Cowdery, Oliver; Rigdon, Sidney; Williams, Frederick G. (1835), Doctrine and Covenants of
the Church of the Latter Day Saints: Carefully Selected from the Revelations of God (http://www.irr.org/mit/
BOC/default.html), Kirtland, Ohio: F. G. Williams & Co.
• Smith, Joseph, Jr. (July 1838), "Editor's note" (http://www.solomonspalding.com/docs/eldjur03.htm), Elders'
Journal of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 1 (3).

6

Angel Moroni
• Smith, Joseph, Jr. et al. (May 2, 1838–1842), "History of the Church, Ms. A–1 (LDS Church Archives, Salt Lake
City)" (http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/History_of_the_Church_(1838)), in Jessee, Dean C, Personal Writings
of Joseph Smith, Salt Lake City: Deseret Book (published 2002), ISBN 1-57345-787-6 .
• Smith, Joseph, Jr. (March 20, 1842), "History of Joseph Smith" (http://www.centerplace.org/history/ts/v3n12.
htm#753), Times and Seasons 3 (12): 753–54.
• Smith, Lucy Mack (1853), Biographical Sketches of Joseph Smith the Prophet, and His Progenitors for Many
Generations (http://relarchive.byu.edu/19th/descriptions/biographical.html) (– Scholar search (http://scholar.
google.co.uk/scholar?hl=en&lr=&q=author:Smith+intitle:[[Biographical+Sketches+of+Joseph+Smith+
the+Prophet,+and+His+Progenitors+for+Many+Generations]]&as_publication=&as_ylo=1853&
as_yhi=1853&btnG=Search)), Liverpool: S.W. Richards Wikipedia:Link rot.
• Whitmer, John C. (October 1888), "The Eight Witnesses", The Historical Record (Salt Lake City: Andrew
Jenson): 621.

External links
• The text of Moroni at Wikisource.
• Joseph B. Romney, "Moroni, Angel" (http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Moroni,_Angel) in the Encyclopedia of
Mormonism
• References to Moroni2 (http://scriptures.lds.org/inm/moroni2) in the index to the LDS edition of the Book of
Mormon.

7

Article Sources and Contributors

Article Sources and Contributors
Angel Moroni Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=605994551 Contributors: (:Julien:), 72Dino, 74s181, ARTEST4ECHO, Aaronshaf, Adashiel, Akendall, Alai, Albatross2147,
AltiusBimm, Andycjp, Araignee, Archf 1, Argraham, B Fizz, Bielenberg, BigBen212, BirgitteSB, Blauerflummi, Bookofjude, BrendanFrye, Bryan Derksen, COGDEN, CTRlatin, Callanecc,
Canis Lupus, Carnildo, Clarkcj12, Clementi, ClovisPt, Cmcntsh, Conversion script, DC10116, DJ Clayworth, DMacks, Daniel3, Datwoody, Deflective, Derschueler, Descartes1979,
Discospinster, Donnyw, Dougweller, Dshill234, Editor2020, El C, Embuzinho, Entheta, Evadb, Evrik, FallingGravity, Favonian, Flagboy, FyzixFighter, Gilgamesh, Good Olfactory, Heirpixel,
Hephaestos, Howcheng, Iamwisesun, Isdn8510T, J to the Morris, Jaksmata, Jennywo, Jimp, Jmlk17, Johnnybgoode100, Jonathunder, Jonesey95, Justinfr, Jæs, Kmsiever, Kralizec!,
Kwamikagami, LahmacunKebab, Leandrod, Lestrade, Ling.Nut, Loopthaq, LukeM212, Magioladitis, Mandarax, Marcoleavitt, Materic123, Mbchristensen, Meco, Mentifisto, MetalJunkie,
Micahburnett, MishaPan, Mjpieters, Mothdust79, MrDolomite, Naraht, Nard the Bard, Narnia2514, Neilc, Nuker40, Nuttycoconut, Ocatecir, Ohconfucius, OlEnglish, OneWeirdDude, Ospalh, P
Ingerson, PFHLai, Paul A, Paxsimius, Pedro, Pterodactyler, Rakumend, Rbarnhill, Remember the dot, Rich Farmbrough, Rich jj, Ricky81682, Rjwilmsi, Routerone, Royalmate1, Sesmith,
ShelfSkewed, Skotywa, Snocrates, Soneil, Spondoolicks, Srke3, Stephen Bain, Steven Zhang, Storm Rider, Svick, Tayp94, The Moose, The Thing That Should Not Be, The brevity, TheOtter,
Tijuana Brass, To0n, Tobias Hoevekamp, Tothster, Triacylglyceride, Trödel, TutterMouse, Uvaduck, Val42, Varlaam, Venkytv, Visorstuff, Wadsworth, Walkiped, Willthacheerleader18,
Wrp103, Yozhik83, Zmclemos, Zoporific, Zzyzx11, 232 anonymous edits

Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors
Image:MORONI2.JPG Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:MORONI2.JPG License: Public Domain Contributors: MTPICHON
file:Mormon-book.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Mormon-book.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: 101heather
File:Book of Mormon English Missionary Edition Soft Cover.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Book_of_Mormon_English_Missionary_Edition_Soft_Cover.jpg
License: Public Domain Contributors: user:Ricardo630
Image:Moroni3a07131u.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Moroni3a07131u.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Entheta, 6 anonymous edits
Image:USVA headstone emb-11.svg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:USVA_headstone_emb-11.svg License: Public Domain Contributors: Traced by User:Dogsgomoo,
VA original

License
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

8

