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A few of these names recur in Enoch, viii. and lxix. The angel of hail is introduced under the obscure 

name of Yurḳemo (Pes. 118a). The angel of night is called Lailah (Sanh. 16a). The one set over the sea, 

Sar shel yam (Gen. R. x.), is called Rahab (B. B. 74b, after Job, xxvi. 12). He was slain by God at the 

Creation, because he refused to swallow the water for the drying of the land; and his body is covered by 

water lest all creatures should perish from his stench (compare also Pes. 118b). The angel set over the 

rain is Ridya, ("the Irrigator"); according to Kohut, "Jüd. Angelologie," p. 45, Rediyao (Persian, 

Areduyao, Ardoi); Ta'anit, 25b; Yoma, 21a (Rashi): "He resembles a calf, and is stationed between the 

upper and the lower abyss, saying to the one, 'Let your waters run down'; and to the other, 'Let your 

waters spring up.'" Of the seven names of the earth (Ab. R. N. A, xxxvii.; Pesiḳ. R. K. 155a) seven angel 

names were formed: (1) Arẓiel, (2) Admael, (3) Ḥarabael, (4) Yabbashael, (5) 'Arẓiel (compare 'Arḳas, 

Slavonic Book of Enoch, xxiv. 2), (6) Ḥaldiel, and (7) Tebliel. They were stationed in the second heaven 

(see "Merkabah de-Rabbi Ishmael" in Wertheimer's "Bate Midrashot," i. 22. 
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Azrael
Not to be confused with Jewish people, Jacob, Israelites, or Palestine.
This article is about the angel of death. For other uses, see Azriel (disambiguation).
Not to be confused with Sir Azreal, a Knight of the Round Table.
Azrael is often identified with the Archangel of Death in some traditions and folklore but not in any religious texts.
The name is sometimes attributed to the angel of retribution in Islamic theology and Sikhism but the name Azrael is
not actually used in the Qur'an nor considered as a religious personification. The name Azrael is an English form of
the Arabic name ʿIzrāʾīl (عزرائيل) or Azra'eil (عزرایل), the name traditionally attributed to the angel of death in some
sects of Islam and Sikhism, as well as some Hebrew lore.[1][2] The Qur'an never uses this name, rather referring to
Malak al-Maut (which translates directly as angel of death). Also spelled Izrail, Azrin, Izrael, Azriel, Azrail, Ezraeil,
Azraille, Azryel, Ozryel, or Azraa-eel, the Chambers English dictionary uses the spelling Azrael. The name literally
means One Whom God Helps, in an adaptive form of Hebrew.

Background
Depending on the outlook and precepts of various religions in which he is a figure, Azrael may be portrayed as
residing in the Third Heaven.[3] In one of his forms, he has four faces and four thousand wings, and his whole body
consists of eyes and tongues, the number of which corresponds to the number of people inhabiting the Earth. He will
be the last to die, recording and erasing constantly in a large book the names of men at birth and death,
respectively.[4] He will receive the souls in the graves

In Judaism
In Jewish mysticism, he is commonly referred to as "Azriel," not "Azrael." The Zohar (a holy book of the Jewish
mystical tradition of Kabbalah), presents a positive depiction of Azriel. The Zohar says that Azriel receives the
prayers of faithful people when they reach heaven, and also commands legions of heavenly angels. Accordingly,
Azriel is associated with the South and is considered to be a high-ranking commander of God's angels. (Zohar
2:202b)

In Christianity
There is no reference to Azrael in the Catholic Bible, and he is not considered a canonical character within
Christianity. There is, however, a story in 2 Esdras (disallowed by the Catholic and Protestant Churches, but
considered canonical in Eastern Orthodox teachings) which is part of the Apocrypha. 2 Esdras has the story of a
scribe and judge named Ezra, also sometimes written "Azra" in different languages. Azra was visited by the
Archangel Uriel and given a list of laws and punishments he was to adhere to and enforce as judge over his people.
Azra was later recorded in the Apocrypha as having entered Heaven "without tasting death's taint". Depending on
various religious views, it could be taken as Ezra ascending to angelic status. This would add the suffix "el" to his
name, which denotes a heavenly being (e.g. Michael, Raphael, Uriel). Hence, it would be Ezrael/Azrael. This would
put him more in accordance to an angel of punishment, akin to the views of the Jean Paul Valley character (which
was also named Azrael). Later books also state a scribe named Salathiel, who was quoted as saying, "I, Salathiel,
who is also Ezra". Again, depending on certain views of Christian spirituality, this could be seen as angelic influence
from Ezrael/Azrael on Salathiel, though this view of spirituality is neither confirmed nor denied by the Catholic
Church.
While 2 Esdras is not considered canonical by most Christian views, several quotes from the book are used for the
Requiem Anternam, showing that it still has some relevance to traditional Christian view points.

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jewish_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jacob
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Israelites
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Azriel_%28disambiguation%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Knights_of_the_Round_Table
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Death_%28personification%29%23In_Abrahamic_religions
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Islamic_theology
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sikhism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sikhism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Qur%27an
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Third_Heaven
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_population
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zohar
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kabbalah


Azrael 2

A story from Folk-lore of the Holy Land: Moslem, Christian and Jewish by J. E. Hanauer tells of a soldier with a
gambling addiction avoiding Azrael. Because the soldier goes to Jesus and asks for help, then later must see Jesus
and repent to be allowed back in Heaven, this story can be seen as a Christian account of Azrael. However, this story
does not specify whether Azrael is an angel of death, or an angel of punishment.

In Islam
In some cultures and sects, Azrael (also pronounced as ʿIzrāʾīl /Azriel) is the name referring to the Angel of Death by
some Arabic speakers. The name is mentioned in a few Muslim books although some Muslims argue that it has no
basis of reference.Wikipedia:Citation needed Along with Jibrīl, Mīkhā'īl, Isrāfīl and other angels, the Angel of Death
is believed by Muslims to be one of the archangels.[5] The Qur'an states that the angel of death takes the soul of
every person and returns it to God.[6] However, the Qur'an makes it clear that only God knows when and where each
person will be taken by death,.[7] Several Muslim traditions recount meetings between the Angel of Death and the
prophets, the most famous being a conversation between the Angel of Death and Moses. He watches over the dying,
separates the soul from the body, and receives the spirits of the dead in Muslim belief. Rather than merely
representing death personified, the Angel of Death is usually described in Islamic sources as subordinate to the will
of God "with the most profound reverence."[8] However, there is no reference within the Qur'an or any Islamic
teachings giving the angel of death the name of Azrael.
Some have also disputed the usage of the name Azrael as it is not used in the Qur'an itself.Wikipedia:Citation needed
However, the same can be said about many Prophets and angels who are also not mentioned by name in the Qur'an.
Riffian (Amazigh) men of Morocco had the custom of shaving the head but leaving a single lock of hair on either the
crown, left, or right side of the head, so that the angel Azrael is able "to pull them up to heaven on the Last Day."[9]
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Azariel - According to Jewish tradition, Azariel is the angel who governs all the 

waters of the earth. He is also one of the twenty-eight angels who govern the 

mansions of the moon. Azariel is responsible for Aldebaram, the fourth mansion. 

Azariel is a disruptive angel, causing problems with buildings, fountains, wells and 

gold mines. 
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