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There are probably about six rather distinctive attempts to understand this name
[Barbelo]. Probably the one that people, | guess, mention the most would be that
it’s some kind of smoothing out of a phrase something like B-arba-Eloh, that is “In
Four is God” —the idea that Barbelo originally represented the divine
Tetragrammaton, God. Because during this period there was a lot of speculation
on the divine name.
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In John, the first Angel, closest to God and having the most divine-like attributes, is
called Barbelo. The Kabbalist name for this first, most powerful angel is
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