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Cassiopeia is yet another constellation. Etymologically, the name means
"she whose words excel" — no wonder Joanna feels a connection.
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Definition from Wiktionary, the free dictionary
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English
Alternative forms
m Cassiope
Etymology
From Latin Cassiopéia, from Ancient Greek Kaoconewn (Kassiopeia) or Kacoonn.
Proper noun

Cassiopeia

1. (Greek mythology) Proud wife of Cepheus and mother of Andromeda, queen of Eritrea. When she boasted
that her beauty was equal to that of the Nereids, she was punished by Poseidon.

2. (astronomy) A circumpolar constellation of the northern sky representing Queen Cassiopeia from Greek
myth. The constellation lies between Cepheus and Perseus.

Derived terms

m Cassiopeiae
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Translations
mythical wife of Cepheus [show V]
constellation [show V]

Dutch

Proper noun
Cassiopeia f

1. (astronomy) Cassiopeia

Latin

Alternative forms
m Cassiopé
Etymology
From Ancient Greek Kacowonewa (Kassiopeia) or Kacoionn (Kassiopé).
Proper noun

Cassiopéia f (genitive Cassiopé€iae); first declension

1. (Greek mythology) Cassiopeia (wife of Cepheus).
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Cassiopeia (mythology)

For the constellation, see Cassiopeia (constellation).
Cassiopeia  (Kooowomeia),

also Cassiepeia

The king of Ethiopia Cepheus and the queen Cassiopeia thank
Perseus for freeing their daughter Andromeda, La Délivrance
d'Andromede (1679) Pierre Mignard, Louvre

(Kaoowémewa), is the name of several figures in
Greek mythology.

1 Wife of Cepheus

The Queen Cassiopeia, wife of king Cepheus of
Zthiopia, was beautiful but also arrogant and vain; these
latter two characteristics led to her downfall. In some
sources she was the daughter of Coronus and Zeuxo.

Her name in Greek is Kaoowonn, Kassiope; other variants
of the name in Greek are Kooowomewa, Kassiopeia and
Kaoowmeia, Kassiepeia.

The boast of Cassiopeia was that both she and her daugh-
ter Andromeda were more beautiful than all the Nereids,
the nymph-daughters of the sea god Nereus. This brought
the wrath of Poseidon, ruling god of the sea, upon the
kingdom of Ethiopia.

Accounts differ as to whether Poseidon decided to flood
the whole country or direct the sea monster Cetus to de-
stroy it. In either case, trying to save their kingdom,
Cepheus and Cassiopeia consulted a wise oracle, who told
them that the only way to appease the sea gods was to sac-
rifice their daughter.

Accordingly, Andromeda was chained to a rock at the
sea’s edge and left there to helplessly await her fate at the
hands of the sea monster Cetus. But the hero Perseus
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Poseidon’s punishment: Cassiopea as a constellation sitting in the
heavens tied to a chair. Hyginus, Poeticon Astronomicon. “U.S.
Naval Observatory Library”

arrived in time, Killed Cetus, saved Andromeda and ulti-
mately became her husband.

Since Poseidon thought that Cassiopeia should not escape
punishment, he placed her in the heavens tied to a chair
in such a position that, as she circles the celestial pole in
her throne, she is upside-down half the time. The con-
stellation resembles the chair that originally represented
an instrument of torture. Cassiopeia is not always repre-
sented tied to the chair in torment, in some later draw-
ings she is holding a mirror, symbol of her vanity, while
in others she holds a palm leaf, a symbolism that is not
clear.!!

As it is near the pole star, the constellation Cassiopeia
can be seen the whole year from the northern hemisphere,
although sometimes upside down.
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2 Wife of Phoenix

A different Cassiopeia or Cassiepeia was a daughter
of Arabus and the wife of King Phoenix, according
to Hesiod.[?! She is given as the mother of the hero
Atymnius, by either her husband or the god Zeus. Other
accounts also claim she was the mother, by Phoenix, of
Phineus and Carme, although the latter is more often said
to be a daughter of Eubuleus, a Cretan.

3 References

[1] Wright, Anne. “Constellations - Cassiopeia”.

[2] Catalogue of Women fr. 138.

4 External links

e Royal Astronomical Society of New Zealand

e Virtual Planetarium - Cassiopeia; Queen of
Ethiopia, or The Lady in the Chair
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