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1. 1 "Baba in the report who makes Congress squirm” (http://www.indianexpress.com/news/baba-in-the-report-who-makes-congress-squirm/551370/0).
The Indian Express. 8 T&@=R 2009. http:/www.indianexpress.com/news/baba-in-the-report-who-makes-congress-squirm/551370/0. 3TRrT fafer: 20
fewmr 2012.
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Devraha Baba

Devraha Baba (died in 19 May 1990), also spelled Deo-
raha babal?! was an Indian Siddha Yogi saint who lived
beside the Yamuna river in Mathura. He was known as
“ageless Yogi with a secular image”.®) He was known
as a sadhu who preached harmony between religious
communities.*!

1 Life

Little is known about the early life of Devraha Baba, be-
yond that in the first half of 20th-century, he visited Mael,
a town 20 km. south west of Salempur, Uttar Pradesh.
Here he started living atop a Machan, a high platform
made of wooden logs, situated 3 km from the town on
the banks of Sarayu river. The place was near Dewar
in Deoria district, thus local people started calling him
Devraha Baba or Deoria Baba, with Baba being an hon-
orific for saints or old men. Thereafter he shifted to
Vrindavan, where again he lived atop a machan on the
banks of Yamuna river for the rest of his years.[>!(®!

Devraha Baba was a hermit from Vrindava.l”! He was
considered to be a “spiritual guide to everyone from a
pauper to the most powerful ... above narrow confines
of caste and community.”*! Village people as well as im-
portant personalities waited for hours to have a glimpse
or darshan of him.®! He received visits from politi-
cians seeking his blessings at the time of general elec-
tions, including Indira Gandhi, Buta Singh,®! and Rajiv
Gandhi.””! Rajiv Gandhi and his wife Sonia Gandhi vis-
ited his ashram on the eve of the 1989 elections.'”! He
used to bless the devotees with his feet.!'!!

He lived on a 12-foot-high (3.7 m) wooden platform near
the river and wore a small deerskin.!'?! A barricade of
wooden planks hid his semi-naked body from his devo-
tees, and he came down only to bathe in the river.['!

1.1 Longevity claims

There are various claims of his longevity, starting from
150 years and above!®®! but verifiable records are not
available. He was called “ageless Yogi with a secular
image”.’) BBC correspondent Mark Tully observed that

local people believed Baba died only when he wished
to.[12!

2 Association with the demolition
of the Babri Masjid

Devraha Baba’s name was included by the Liberhan Com-
mission on the list of those accused of demolishing the
Babri Masjid, even though he died two years before the
demolition of the structure.”®) Pro-Hindu organisations
like Vishwa Hindu Parishad had been successful in per-
suading Devraha Baba to support their cause of building
a Ram temple at Ayodhya, and indeed as a harmonious,
joint effort between the various religious groups.'?! Tully
also observed that some of Devraha Baba’s devotees ap-
proached him for financial as well as political gains.!!?!
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IN 1981, LEONARD [ORR] visited the yogi, Devaraha Baba. He was over four
hundred years young and lived in Vrindaban, India. He was well known. He lived
in a hut by the river, and temple priests would take visitors to him. He considered
himself a child yogi. He had an unusual lifestyle; he moved four times a year. His
usual places of residence were Bombay, Vrindaban, Benares and Simla.

When Leonard asked him the secrets to two things: One, the continuous practice
of God’s presence by the remembrance of God’s name, Om Namaha Shiviaya.
Second, stay away from people (Leonard interpreted this to be, stay away from
mortals because of energy pollution). When Leonard met him, he was living in a
hut by the river a mile away from anyone else. At his request, people receiving his
darshan were instructed to sit fifty yards away. Devaraha Baba taught Leonard
the valuable lesson that we must monitor people’s energy in our lives. Leonard
verified this lesson over the years with experience, and with Babaji’'s example
many, many times. Devaraha Baba, was the most visible of Leonard’s immortal
friends. Leonard always sent people to him, especially if this was their first time
meeting an immortal yogi. He died in 1993.... Basically, Devarah Baba died
because he stopped learning.

Churchill, Pola (2007-11-14). Eternal Breath : A Biography of Leonard Orr Founder of Rebirthing
Breathwork (Kindle Locations 4825-4829). Trafford. Kindle Edition.
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