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Dyaus Pita

Dyauṣ Pitrā (Dyauṣpitṛ द्यौĖष्पत)ृ, literally "Sky Father" is
the ancient sky god of Vedic pantheon, husband of Prithvi
and father of Ushas (Dawn), Ratri (night) and the chief
deities.
In the Rigveda, Dyaus Pita appears only in verses 1.89.4,
1.90.7, 1.164.33, 1.191.6 and 4.1.10, and only in RV
1.89.4 does Pitar Dyaus “Father Sky” appear alongside
Mata Prithvi “Mother Earth”.
He is thus a very marginal deity in Rigvedic mythology,
but his intrinsic importance is visible from his being the
father of the chief deities. That Dyaus was seen as the
father of Indra is known only from one verse, RV 4.17.4:

“Thy Father Dyaus esteemed himself a hero:
most noble was the work of Indra’s Maker / His
who begat the strong bolt's Lord who roareth,
immovable like earth from her foundation.”
(trans. Griffith (1888))

He is mainly considered in comparative philology as a
last remnant of the chief god of Proto-Indo-European re-
ligion.[1] The name Dyauṣ Pitā is exactly parallel to the
Greek Zeus Pater etymologically, and closely related to
Latin Ju Piter. Both Dyauṣ and Zeus reflect a Proto-
Indo-European *Dyeus. Based on this reconstruction, the
widespread opinion in scholarship since the 19th century
has been that Indra had replacedDyaus as the chief god of
the early Indo-Aryans. While Prthivi survives as a Hindu
goddess after the end of the Vedic period, Dyaus Pita be-
came almost unknown already in antiquity.
The noun dyaús (when used without the pitā “fa-
ther”) means “sky, heaven” and occurs frequently in the
Rigveda, as a mythological entity, but not as a male de-
ity: the sky in Vedic mythology was imagined as rising
in three tiers, avama , madhyama, and uttama or tṛtīya
(RV 5.60.6). In the Purusha Suktam (10.90.14), the sky
is described to have been created from the head of the
primaeval being, the Purusha.

1 See also
• Rigvedic deities
• Bṛhaspati
• Zeus
• Jupiter
• Dis Pater

2 References
[1] “The general opinion respecting Dyaus (Heaven) and

Prithivi (Earth) is that they are amongst the most ancient
of the Aryan deities, hence they are spoken of in the
hymns of the Rig-Veda as the parents of the other gods.”
W.J. Wilkins, “Dyaus and Prthivi” in Hindu Mythology,
Vedic and Puranic 1900.

• Thomas Oberlies, Die Religion des Rgveda, Wien
(1998).

1

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sky_Father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vedic_pantheon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prithvi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ushas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hausos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ratri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rigveda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandala_4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vajra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_T.H._Griffith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparative_philology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Indo-European_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Indo-European_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Indo-European_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Indo-European_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purusha_sukta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purusha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rigvedic_deities
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%E1%B9%9Bhaspati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dis_Pater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prithivi


2 3 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

3 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

3.1 Text
• Dyaus Pita Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyaus%20Pita?oldid=635166980 Contributors: TUF-KAT, Angela, AnonMoos, Car-
lossuarez46, Ajd, Wereon, Wiglaf, Wighson, Meursault2004, Curps, Varlaam, Zeeshanhasan, Rosarino, Dbachmann, Paul August, Ben-
der235, Alren, Chapium, Sundar2000, Woohookitty, Sburke, Dangerous-Boy, BD2412, Dpv, Ketiltrout, Roeheat, FlaBot, Emarsee, Bren-
danMoody, DaGizza, Satanael, Hairy Dude, Gaius Cornelius, Theelf29, Douglasfrankfort, Moe Epsilon, SmackBot, Rama’s Arrow, Simha,
Johanna-Hypatia, Sameboat, O1ive, JohnCD, Dougweller, Thijs!bot, ThomasPusch, WikiLambo, JAnDbot, JaGa, BLACKSTEEL10005,
Captain panda, STBotD, Daimore, TXiKiBoT, Jonraconteur, Varanwal, The Thing That Should Not Be, Editor2020, AaronCarson,
Voltigeur, Addbot, SpBot, Jarble, Ben Pirard, Ptbotgourou, Softdynamite, AnomieBOT, Rubinbot, Hipsit18, Materialscientist, DSisyph-
Bot, LucienBOT, Redrose64, FoxBot, Cosmognot, CalicoCatLover, EmausBot, ZéroBot, AvicAWB, Dream of Nyx, Chocolatechip1,
GMatrix, Cm3866, Editguy111 and Anonymous: 61

3.2 Images
• File:Om.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8e/Om.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

3.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dyaus%2520Pita?oldid=635166980
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8e/Om.svg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 پاتر ډييوس

 
http://jame-ghor.com/pashtoobooks/0006_06122012_adabi.pdf  

http://jame-ghor.com/pashtoobooks/0006_06122012_adabi.pdf

	See also
	References
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


