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The glyph for the day sign “wind”,

from the Codex Magliabechiano.
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Classical Nahuatl

Alternative forms

eecatl (obsolete spelling)

Etymology

A frequentative reduplication of ehcatl (“wind”).

Pronunciation

IPA(key): [eʔˈeː.kat͡ɬ]

Noun

ehēcatl (inanimate)

air  [quotations ▼]1. 

wind  [quotations ▼]2. 

The second day sign of the Aztec tōnalpōhualli.  [quotations ▼]3. 

Derived terms
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[show ▼]Terms derived from ehēcatl
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Nahuatl

Alternative forms

ejeca' (Mecayapan and Tatahuicapan)

yejyecatl (Tetelcingo)

Pronunciation

IPA(key): /ehekaʔ/ (Mecayapan and Tatahucapan)

IPA(key): /jehjekatɬ/ (Tetelcingo)

Noun

ehecatl

air, wind1. 

References
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Lingüístico de Verano, page pp. 42, 213, 268:
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Ehecatl

This article is about the Mesoamerican deity figure. For
the Mexican unmanned aircraft, see Hydra Technologies
Ehécatl. For other uses, see Ehecatl (disambiguation).
Ehecatl (Classical Nahuatl: Ehēcatl /eʔˈeːkatɬ/) is a pre-

Depiction of Ehecatl-Quetzalcoatl (Quetzalcoatl combined with
the attributes of Ehecatl), from the Codex Borgia

Columbian deity associated with the wind, who features
in Aztec mythology and the mythologies of other cultures
from the central Mexico region of Mesoamerica. He is
most usually interpreted as the aspect of the Feathered
Serpent deity (Quetzalcoatl in Aztec and other Nahua
cultures) as a god of wind, and is therefore also known
as Ehecatl-Quetzalcoatl.[1] Ehecatl also figures promi-
nently as one of the creator gods and culture heroes
in the mythical creation accounts documented for pre-
Columbian central Mexican cultures.[2]

Since the wind blows in all directions, Ehecatl was associ-
ated with all the cardinal directions. His temple was built
as a cylinder in order to reduce the air resistance, and was
sometimes portrayed with two protruding masks through
which the wind blew.

1 Mythology

As the fourth sun was destroyed in the Aztec creation
myth (due to the gods not being satisfied with the men
they had created), the gods gathered in Teotihuacan.
There Nanahuatzin and Tecciztecatl jumped into a sac-
rificial fire and became the sun and the moon. They re-
mained immobile until Ehecatl blew hard on them.
In the Aztec legend of the creation of the Fifth Sun, Ehe-

Altar dedicated to the god Ehecatl, located in the middle of Metro
Pino Suárez in Mexico City. This altar was unearthed during
construction of the station in 1967 where it remains to this day
surrounded by the passageway between Lines 1 and 2.

catl helped to sacrifice all of the gods, with the exception
of Xolotl who managed to escape by transforming him-
self in to multiple forms until he became an axolotl which
successfully prevented himself from being sacrificed to
light up the world with the rest of the deities.[3]

Ehecatl once fell in love with a human, Mayahuel. Their
lovemaking caused a tree to grow.[4]

2 Notes

[1] Miller and Taube (1993, p. 84)

[2] Miller and Taube (1993, pp. 70,84)

[3] http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/stories/
story-of-the-fifth-sun''.

[4] “Ehecatl - God of wind.”. The White Goddess. TheWhite
Goddess. Retrieved 7 August 2014.
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