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Om

For other uses, see Om (disambiguation).
“Omkara” redirects here. For the 2006 Bollywood film,
see Omkara (2006 film). For the 2004 Kannada film, see
Omkara (2004 film).
Om/Aum (ॐ; in Devanagari as ओं oṁ [õː], औं auṃ

The “Om” symbol in Devanagari

The “Om” symbol in Tamil

[ə̃ũ], or ओ३म् om [õːːm]) is a mantra and mystical sound

of Hindu origin (geographically India and Nepal), sa-
cred and important in various Dharmic religions such
as Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. The syllable is
also referred to as omkara (ओंकार oṃkāra) or aumkara
(औंकार auṃkāra), literally “om syllable”, and in Sanskrit
it is sometimes referred to as praṇava, literally “that
which is sounded out loudly”.
Om or Aum is also written ओ३म् (o̿m [õːːm]), where ३ is
pluta (“three times as long”), indicating a length of three
morae (that is, the time it takes to say three syllables) —
an overlong nasalised close-mid back rounded vowel —,
though there are other enunciations adhered to in received
traditions. It is placed at the beginning of most Hindu
texts as a sacred incantation to be intoned at the beginning
and end of a reading of the Vedas or prior to any prayer
or mantra. It is used at the end of the invocation to the
god being sacrificed to (anuvakya) as an invitation to and
for the latter to partake of.

1 Name, phonology and written
representation

The Sanskrit name for the syllable is praṇava, from a root
nu “to shout, sound”, verbal pra-nu- being attested as “to
make a humming or droning sound” in the Brahmanas,
and taking the specific meaning of “to utter the syllable
om" in the Chāndogya Upanishad and the Shrauta Sutras.
More rarely used terms are akṣara (lit. symbol, character)
or ekākṣara (lit. one symbol, character), and in later times
omkāra becomes prevalent.
Phonologically, the syllable is /aum/, which is regularly
monophthongised to [õː] in Sanskrit. It is sometimes
also written with pluti, as o3m (ओ३म्), notably by Arya
Samaj. When occurring within a Sanskrit utterance, the
syllable is subject to the normal rules of sandhi in Sanskrit
grammar, however with the additional peculiarity that af-
ter preceding a or ā, the au of aum does not form vriddhi
(au) but guna (o) per Pāṇini 6.1.95 (i.e. 'om').
The om symbol is a ligature of Devanagari ओ
(U+0913) + ँ (U+0901) (oṃ, encoded in Unicode at
U+0950 ॐ, the Tibetan script variant � at U+0F00, the
Tamil variant ௐ at U+0BD0, and the Chinese version �
at U+5535).
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2 2 HINDUISM

Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva within an OM

Many Hindus use Religious symbols on their vehicles, this image
shows the Om on a motorbike.

2 Hinduism

The syllable “om” is first described as all-encompassing
mystical entity in the Upanishads. Today, in all Hindu
art and all over Nepal and India, 'om' can be seen vir-
tually everywhere, a common sign for Hinduism and its
philosophy and theology. Hindus believe that as creation
began, the divine, all-encompassing consciousness took
the form of the first and original vibration manifesting
as sound “OM”.[1] Before creation began it was “Shun-
yākāsha”, the emptiness or the void. Shunyākāsha, mean-
ing literally “no sky”, is more than nothingness, because
everything then existed in a latent state of potentiality.
The vibration of “OM” symbolises the manifestation of
God in form (“sāguna brahman”). “OM” is the reflection
of the absolute reality, it is said to be “Adi Anadi”, with-
out beginning or the end and embracing all that exists.[1]
The mantra “OM” is the name of God, the vibration of
the Supreme. When taken letter by letter, A-U-M rep-
resents the divine energy (Shakti) united in its three el-
ementary aspects: Bhrahma Shakti (creation), Vishnu
Shakti (preservation) and Shiva Shakti (liberation, and/or
destruction).[1]

2.1 Early Vedantic literature

Further information: Mandukya Upanishad

The syllable is mentioned in all the Upanishads, spe-
cially elaborated upon in the Taittiriya, Chāndogya and
Māndukya Upanishad set forth as the object of profound
religious meditation, the highest spiritual efficacy being
attributed not only to the whole word but also to the three
sounds a (a-kāra), u (u-kāra), m (ma-kāra), of which it
consists. A-kara means form or shape like earth, trees,
or any other object. U-kāra means formless or shapeless
like water, air or fire. Ma-kāra means neither shape nor
shapeless (but still exists) like the dark energy content of
the Universe. When we combine all three syllables we
get AUM which is a combination of A-kāra, U-kāra, and
Ma-kāra.[2] According to Yajurveda, Swastika is the sym-
bolic representation of Om in Hinduism.
The Katha Upanishad states:

“The goal, which all Vedas declare, which all
austerities aim at, and which humans desire
when they live a life of conscience, I will tell
you briefly it is aum"
“The one syllable [evākṣara, viz. aum] is in-
deed Brahman. This one syllable is the highest.
Whosoever knows this one syllable obtains all
that he desires.
“This is the best support; this is the highest sup-
port. Whosoever knows this support is adored
in the world of Brahma.” (1.2.15–17)[3]

The Chāndogya Upanishad (1.1.1-1) states:

om ity-etad akṣaram udgītham upāsīta / aum iti
hy udgāyati / tasyopavyākhyānam

“The udgi:tā ["the chanting”, that is, the sylla-
ble om] is the best of all essences, the highest,
deserving the highest place, the eighth.”

The Bhagavad Gi:tā (8.13) states that:

Uttering the monosyllable Aum, the eternal
word of Brahman, one who departs leaving the
body (at death), he attains the Supreme Goal
(i.e., he reaches God).

In Bhagavad Gi:tā (9.17): Lord Krishna says to Arjuna –
“I am the father of this universe, the mother, the support
and the grandsire. I am the object of knowledge, the pu-
rifier and the syllable oṃ. I am also the Ṛig, the Sāma and
the Yajur Vedas.”
The Bhagvad Gi:tā (17.23) has:

om tatsatiti nirdesho brahmanstrividhah sam-
ratah
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2.2 Puranic Hinduism 3

“OM, tat and sat has been declared as the triple
appellation of Brahman, who is Truth, Con-
sciousness and Bliss.”

In the following sūtra it emphasises, “The repetition
of Om should be made with an understanding of its
meaning”.[4]

2.2 Puranic Hinduism

The Om Parvat in Darchula district, Nepal. Its snow deposit is
said to resemble the “om” symbol.

God Ganesha is sometimes identified with the om

In Purānic Hinduism, as per Vayu Purana, om is the rep-
resentation of the Hindu Trimurti, and represents the
union of the three gods, viz. a for Brahma, u for Vishnu
and m for Shiva. The three sounds also symbolise the
three Vedas, namely (Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda).
The Padma Purāṇa states, a-kāreṇocyate viṣṇuḥ śrīr u-
kāreṇa kathyate ma-kāras tu tayor dāsaḥ pañca-viṁśaḥ
prakīrtitaḥ
“[In the mantra om] the letter a signifies Lord Viṣṇu, the

letter u signifies the goddess Śrī, and the letter m refers to
their servant, who is the twenty-fifth element ([jīva]).” [5]

According to Hindu philosophy (see Māndukya Upan-
ishad), the letter A represents creation, when all existence
issued forth from Brahma's golden nucleus; the letter U
refers to Vishnu the God of the middle who preserves this
world by balancing Brahma on a lotus above himself, and
the letter M symbolises the final part of the cycle of exis-
tence, when Brahma falls asleep and Shiva has to breathe
in so that all existing things have to disintegrate and are
reduced to their essence to him. More broadly, om is said
to be the primordial sound that was present at the creation
of the universe. It is said to be the original sound that
contains all other sounds, all words, all languages and all
mantras.
The Māndukya Upanishad is entirely devoted to the ex-
planation of the syllable. The syllable consists of three
phonemes, a (Vaishvanara),[6] u (Hiranyagarbha), and
m (Ishvara), which symbolise the beginning, duration,
and dissolution of the universe and the associated gods
Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, respectively.[7]

2.2.1 Advaita

Aum symbol on a temple elephant's forehead

In Advaita philosophy it is frequently used to represent
three subsumed into one, a triune, a common theme in
Hinduism. It implies that our current existence is mithyā
andmaya, “falsehood”, that in order to know the full truth
we must comprehend beyond the body and intellect the
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4 6 MODERN RECEPTION

true nature of infinity. Essentially, upon moksha (mukti,
samādhi) one is able not only to see or know existence
for what it is, but to become it. When one gains true
knowledge, there is no split between knower and known:
one becomes knowledge/consciousness itself. In essence,
Om is the signifier of the ultimate truth that all is one.

3 Jainism

Depiction of Om in Jain script

In Jainism, om is regarded to be a condensed form
of reference to the Pañca-Parameṣṭhi, by their initials
A+A+A+U+M (o3m). The Dravyasamgraha quotes a
Prakrit line:

ओम एकाक्षर पञ्चपरमेिष्ठनामािदपम् तत्कथिम￸त चेत
"अĭरहतंा असरीरा आयĭरया तह उवज्झाया मु￱णया"ं
oma ekākṣara pañca-parameṣṭhi-nāmā-dipam
tatkathamiti cheta “arihatā asarīrā āyariyā
taha uvajjhāyā muṇiyā"

“Om” is one syllable made from the initials
of the five parameshthis. It has been said:
"Arihant, Ashiri, Acharya, Upajjhaya, Muni".

Thus,ओं नमः (oṃ namaḥ) is a short form of the Navkar
Mantra.

4 Buddhism

Esoteric Buddhists place om at the beginning of their
Vidya-Sadaksari ("om mani padme hum") as well in as
most other mantras and dharanis. Moreover, as a seed
syllable (a bija mantra) aum is considered holy in Esoteric
Buddhism.

In Buddhist texts of East Asian provenance, om is often
written as the Chinese character � (pinyin ǎn) or � (pinyin
wēng).
A key distinction should be made here between Bud-
dhism as it arose in India, and Buddhism after the mi-
gration of the teachings to Tibet under the guidance of
Padmasambhava. In its original form, Buddhism in India
was characterisedmainly by types ofmindfulnessmedita-
tion and did not involve the chanting of om or of mantras.
The chanting of om is not mentioned even a single time in
the Pali Canon (oldest known teachings attributed to The
Buddha) or Visuddhimagga (ancient commentary on The
Pali Canon).

5 Sikhism

Main article: Ik Onkar
Ik Onkar, iconically represented as ੴ in the Guru

Ik Onkar (One God)

Granth Sahib (although sometimes spelt out in full as
ਏਕੰਕਾਰੁ) is the statement of the uniqueness of God in
Sikhism,[8] and is commonly translated simply as “one
God”.[9] Within the phrase, “ik” is the Punjabi word for
“one”, and “onkar” figuratively means “God” but literally
means “creator of Om";[10] the suffix "-kar” derived from
the verb “create”, “work”, or “action”.[11] Thus, although
“Om” is referenced, Sikhism uses it only to starkly em-
phasize its monotheism without subscribing to its philos-
ophy in and of itself.[10]

6 Modern reception

The Brahmic script om-ligature has become widely
recognised in western counterculture since the 1960s. As
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to its precise graphic form, the Vedic or Indian om is what
most Westerners are used to, and the Tibetan alphabet
om is less widespread in popular culture.[12] Even Tibetan
handicrafts made in India tend to use the Devanagari
script om for recognisability.
In music, the symbol is shown on the album cover of the
Soulfly's third album, 3.

7 References
[1] Paramhans Swami Maheshwarananda, The hidden power

in humans, Ibera Verlag, page 15., ISBN 3-85052-197-4

[2] Satyarth Prakāsh by Swāmi Dayānand Saraswati

[3] sarve vedā yat padam āmananti / tapām̐si
sarvāṇi ca yad vadanti / yad icchanto brah-
macaryaṃ caranti / tat te padaṃ saṃgraheṇa
bravīmy / om ity-etat //
etad dhy evākṣaraṃ brahma / etad dhy
evākṣaraṃ param / etad dhy evākṣaraṃ
jñātvā / yo yad icchati / tasya tat //
etad ālambanaṃ śreṣṭham / etad ālambanaṃ
param / etad ālambanaṃ jñātvā / brah-
maloke mahīyate //

[4] Yoga Sutras of Patanjali, English translation by Bon Gio-
vanni. (sacred-texts.com)

[5] http://vedabase.com/en/sb/10/69/17

[6] Mandukya Upanishad

[7] Werner, Karel (1994). A Popular Dictionary of Hinduism.
Curzon Press. ISBN 0-7007-1049-3.

[8] Wazir Singh, Aspects of Guru Nanak’s philosophy (1969),
p. 20: “the 'a,' 'u,' and 'm' of aum have also been explained
as signifying the three principles of creation, sustenance
and annihilation. ... aumkār in relation to existence im-
plies plurality, ... but its substitute Ekonkar definitely im-
plies singularity in spite of the seeming multiplicity of ex-
istence. ...”

[9] Singh, Khushwant (2002). “The Sikhs”. In Kitagawa,
Joseph Mitsuo. The religious traditions of Asia: religion,
history, and culture. London: RoutledgeCurzon. p. 114.
ISBN 0-7007-1762-5.

[10] Doniger, Wendy (1999). Merriam-Webster’s encyclopedia
of world religions. Merriam-Webster. p. 500. ISBN 978-
0-87779-044-0. Retrieved 2011-08-24.

[11] “Sri Granth: Advanced Gurbani Search”. SriGranth.org.
Retrieved 2011-08-24.

[12] Messerle, Ulrich. “Graphics of the Sacred Symbol OM”.

8 External links
• Tibetan Thangka Mandala representing the Om
Yantra

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibetan_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devanagari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soulfly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soulfly_3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramhans_Swami_Maheshwarananda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/3850521974
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satyarth_Prak%C4%81sh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sw%C4%81mi_Day%C4%81nand_Saraswati
http://www.sacred-texts.com/hin/yogasutr.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bon_Giovanni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bon_Giovanni
http://vedabase.com/en/sb/10/69/17
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0700710493
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khushwant_Singh
http://books.google.com/books?id=5LSvkQvvmAMC&pg=PA114&
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Kitagawa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Kitagawa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7007-1762-5
http://books.google.com/books?id=ZP_f9icf2roC&pg=PA500&dq=%2522ik+oankar%2522&ct=result#v=onepage&q=%2522ik%2520oankar%2522&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=ZP_f9icf2roC&pg=PA500&dq=%2522ik+oankar%2522&ct=result#v=onepage&q=%2522ik%2520oankar%2522&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-87779-044-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-87779-044-0
http://www.srigranth.org/servlet/gurbani.gurbani?Action=Advanced&Param=punjabi
http://om.pinkproton.org/pictures/
http://traditionalartofnepal.com/shop/mandala/om-mandala/
http://traditionalartofnepal.com/shop/mandala/om-mandala/


6 9 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

9 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

9.1 Text
• Om Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Om?oldid=646806699 Contributors: WillWare, Andre Engels, Shii, Fonzy, KF, Leandrod, Stev-
ertigo, Ubiquity, Michael Hardy, Padmaxi, DopefishJustin, Aezram, Kalki, GTBacchus, Geoffrey, Ronz, N-true, Krithin, Tpbradbury,
Imc, Fibonacci, AnonMoos, GPHemsley, Carlossuarez46, Robbot, Ke4roh, Chris 73, Goethean, Altenmann, Romanm, Rursus, Jondel,
Enochlau, Xyzzyva, Waliy sherpa, Andries, Rudolf 1922, BenFrantzDale, Lethe, Orpheus, Home Row Keysplurge, Sukh, Beta m, Alis-
tairMcMillan, Eequor, Ragib, Wmahan, Utcursch, LordSimonofShropshire, Profvk, Jossi, Jokestress, Urhixidur, Eyrian, CALR, Pyrop,
Rich Farmbrough, Vague Rant, Pjacobi, Florian Blaschke, Mike Capp, Dbachmann, Lycurgus, Kwamikagami, RoyBoy, Bobo192, Beau99,
AdorableRuffian, Pearle, Ogress, Ranveig, Hanuman Das, Alansohn, Anthony Appleyard, Nik42, Wiki-uk, Diego Moya, Keenan Pepper,
Andrewpmk, Typhlosion, Cjthellama, Subramanian, Velella, Cromwellt, Maqs, Grenavitar, Zawersh, Tarakananda, Sfacets, Alai, Anish7,
Boothy443, Woohookitty, Navneeth, Brhaspati, Sburke, Kelisi, Dangerous-Boy, SeventyThree, BD2412, FreplySpang, Ketiltrout, Koavf,
Vary, TheRingess, Darguz Parsilvan, Amitparikh, ElKevbo, Jdmurray, Nandesuka, Singh, Margosbot, Nivix, Pathoschild, RexNL, Le
Anh-Huy, DaGizza, Bgwhite, YurikBot, Wavelength, Vuvar1, Hairy Dude, Deeptrivia, Xoloz, Netscott, Grubber, Wimt, NawlinWiki,
Dforest, Badagnani, Krea, Cleared as filed, Equilibrial, Peter Delmonte, Zwobot, Supten, Seemagoel, FF2010, Poohneat, Rudrasharman,
Ninly, Nikkimaria, Baranxtu, Redgolpe, Josh3580, Little Savage, Tvarnoe, Viveksinha in, JLaTondre, Pratheepps, Kaicarver, Tropylium,
Kingboyk, Universe inside, That Guy, From That Show!, SmackBot, FocalPoint, Robin Whittleton, C.Fred, VarunRajendran, Jim62sch,
Delldot, Gilliam, Betacommand, Skizzik, Holy Ganga, Wookipedian, Schmiteye, BuBZ, Bluebot, Madmedea, Freedom skies, Apelover-
age, J. Spencer, SWDesai21, Mladifilozof, Scwlong, Kotra, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, OrphanBot, Khoikhoi, Shreesha, Pmheart6,
Fullstop, GourangaUK, Unknownothers, Spsoni, Vina-iwbot, Sridhar Babu, Qmwne235, TenPoundHammer, Visium, LtPowers, Akalden,
Hi2lok, Dwpaul, Nharipra, Armyrifle9, Raaj1290, PseudoSudo, 041744, The Man in Question, Respiro, Hvn0413, MTN, Muad, SQGib-
bon, Balu.muthu, Domsta333, Laurens-af, Joseph Solis in Australia, JoeBot, Maleabroad, Lhungyigrubpa, Sarvagnya, JForget, KNM, Cm-
drObot, Glanthor Reviol, Zarex, CBM,WeggeBot, Ekajati, The Photographer, Cydebot, Meno25, Kalanithe, Eu.stefan, Mr. XYZ, Verdy p,
Dougweller, Garik, JSal, Oudeis23, Indiantrumpet, Partlysane, Thijs!bot, Pajz, Enigmaticanant, Marek69, EdJohnston, Iulius, Anirudh777,
David D., AntiVandalBot, Luna Santin, Seaphoto, Fayenatic london, Naveen Sankar, Malcolm, Spencer, Salgueiro, Indian Chronicles,
Gauravjwal, G Rose, Rockysheedy, AtikuX, Storkk, Sluzzelin, JAnDbot, Ekabhishek, Barek, Skomorokh, Transentient, Cyberguy410,
Jason Stormchild, Andonic, MegX, Xact, Bkmurray, LittleOldMe, Freshacconci, Bribas, Bongwarrior, VoABot II, Epriestess, Kiloalpha,
Gabriel Pradiipaka, Wikiality123, Hiplibrarianship, Edmundwoods, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, Vssun, Dharmadhyaksha, JaGa, Sacredspace,
B9 hummingbird hovering, MartinBot, DoSiDo, Mr.Falcon, Arjun01, R'n'B, Kryojenikstasis, J.delanoy, Abecedare, Parthakr, Skumar-
labot, Textangel, Harkonlucas, Sixer Fixer, Zerokitsune, Thesis4Eva, Drleo, Keshav.saharia, Joshua Issac, Treisijs, Isomage, ADDFG
Spy, Regenspaziergang, Abrarzawed, Redtigerxyz, VolkovBot, Aembaumann, Thedjatclubrock, A Ramachandran, Mariorzam, Sunilsri-
vastava, Wrev, Bovineboy2008, Soliloquial, Kunaal2107, Philip Trueman, Vipinhari, IPSOS, DBZROCKS, Brownguy20, Geomatician,
Buddhipriya, Q Chris, Billinghurst, Workie77, Naveentirthani, Imursnikhil, ENVI1, Sardaka, Signature1, Sppopuri, Nagy, Great window,
Gil Dekel, SieBot, Dvinayraj, PlanetStar, Erythromycin, Aryarakshak, Meselli, Macy, Q885, Nexon7, Nz13, Bpeps, Efe, Randy Kryn,
ClueBot, Binksternet, Fyyer, The Thing That Should Not Be, Podzemnik, Artyom, Chutiajaisal, 718 Bot, Khushanand, Exact, Shalimer,
Irisyou, NuclearWarfare, Americandesi777, Wkharrisjr, Coccyx Bloccyx, Esteban.barahona, Thingg, Tpkvn, Tpksg, Wikidas, DumZi-
BoT, Eik Corell, XLinkBot, Cminard, Addbot, Shiva321, Captain-tucker, Thirusivaperur, Reidlophile, Si Gam Acèh, Godspeed12, Njar-
darBot, Saurabhk.srivastava, Glane23, Lihaas, Profitoftruth85, Jonoikobangali, Piyushcsiitd, Spencemac724, Smurkledunk, Asleep at the
Wheel, Aviados, Quantumobserver, HerculeBot, 3swordz, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Charlie Tango Bravo, Tempodivalse, Banjohunter, Coupon-
store, AnomieBOT, AmritasyaPutra, Stanley Jacobsen, Reeluser, Mann jess, Mahmudmasri, Materialscientist, GB fan, Flipping Mack-
erel, Xqbot, Jayarathina, WikiEditor 09111, PrometheusDesmotes, Anonymous from the 21st century, J04n, Omnipaedista, SFIannacone,
AdalCobos, Holder, Locatewisdom, Sunwheeler, Thehelpfulbot, Ash karizmatic, Tktru, Poza, Bloodmerchant, Ryo 625, Hemant wikikosh,
FrescoBot, Mu Mind, Atmapuri, Aspirant khalsa, Sosodef 87, HamburgerRadio, Pinethicket, I dream of horses, HRoestBot, RobTenken,
LittleWink, Sanjoydey33, Niri.M, Ajith Kumar KV, Fox Wilson, Evilestmark, Srbworld, Senthil London, Aoidh, Diannaa, Lotusweaver,
RAMA, Jens Østergaard Petersen, Slon02, Deepakchina, John of Reading, Orphan Wiki, Amit.enigma, RenamedUser01302013, Tri-
nanjon, E557, Creativegb, Ὁ οἶστρος, LordSuryaofShropshire, Emohabir, H3llBot, EWikist, Gatyonrew, Fantic, Nileshbandhiya, Wiki-
Manithan, JhoneMoore, Faten Ali, Indiashines, Zavatter, Margit.rodrigue, Karthikeyan.pandian, NTox, Theismcontrib, Abhisingla87,
Lucent474, Nagarjuna198, Glyentold, Holsdeh2, Thisissoannyoingmanchill, Hfgdilgudf56f7f34hj, Hgjklsnfghjlsfn, ClueBot NG, As-
dfg2121, HinduPundit, Dekhun, Wangond, Muon, O.Koslowski, Irrigator, Spikerooni, Helpful Pixie Bot, Brettical, Konguboy, Curb Chain,
Titodutta, BG19bot, Drajaypratapsingh, Vagobot, Desijatt1, Rijinatwiki, MCRmy003, Singhsahabadv, JohnChrysostom, MusikAnimal,
Singh.raghav09, Omomomom, Masterbuilder0010, Nityanandachandra, CitationCleanerBot, Gorobay, Mkrishna87, Bil1234321, Dog-
bert579, Njtristan, Chriscarter74720, Abhijit puranik, Klilidiplomus, Achowat, Bonkers The Clown, CorrectKnowledge, Kaushalskaloo,
He to Hecuba, Walldirtcarpetfloor, Desasu11, ChrisGualtieri, Raman Narayanan, TheMikeBlackSpecial, Vishnupaadha, Nancy-Elx, Ar-
juncm3, Fox2k11, Saleem100, Jamesx12345, Trphierth, Epicgenius, Yasaskama, SoniaSingh04, Om.sukanta, VD8088, Eyesnore, Rahul
RJ Jain, Hendrick 99, Adityanet, Sawklr15, TechFilmer, Alteaven, SpiritualBee, Flamehulk541, Baloney0007, PranavKSanghadia, Krish-
nadahal12, Shyam Mehta, Rim sim, Aykangkaar, Jayakumar RG, Mintu.Awal789, Jalandhar Mayashiv, Mumuksu, BI$HOP BENJAMIN,
Julietdeltalima, Darshan.Chandekar, Finley0101, Alokbhattacharya25, Ishlasmporka and Anonymous: 564

9.2 Images
• File:Ambox_important.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Ambox_important.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work, based off of Image:Ambox scales.svg Original artist: Dsmurat (talk · contribs)

• File:Aum.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Aum.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Bali_Omkara_Red.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/Bali_Omkara_Red.png License: GFDL
Contributors: Own work Original artist: Made Adiputra

• File:Brahma,_Vishnu,_and_Shiva_within_an_OM.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Brahma%2C_
Vishnu%2C_and_Shiva_within_an_OM.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/
00routesdata/bce_500back/upanishads/omdeities/omdeities.html Original artist: Unknown

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Om?oldid=646806699
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Ambox_important.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ambox_scales.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dsmurat
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Dsmurat
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Dsmurat
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Aum.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/Bali_Omkara_Red.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Made_Adiputra
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Brahma%252C_Vishnu%252C_and_Shiva_within_an_OM.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b7/Brahma%252C_Vishnu%252C_and_Shiva_within_an_OM.jpg
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00routesdata/bce_500back/upanishads/omdeities/omdeities.html
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00routesdata/bce_500back/upanishads/omdeities/omdeities.html


9.3 Content license 7

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Ekonkar.normal.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/86/Ekonkar.normal.png License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Example.of.complex.text.rendering.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Example.of.complex.text.
rendering.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Ganesha-aum.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Ganesha-aum.jpg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Con-
tributors: Uploaded to en: March 4 2007. Original artist: Not given. Copyright Hinduism Today Magazine and Himalayan Academy
Publications.

• File:Grantha.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/Grantha.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Contributors: Own
work Original artist: Konguboy

• File:Image0040.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Image0040.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Contributors:
Own work Original artist: Irrigator

• File:Jainaum.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3c/Jainaum.JPG License: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?
• File:Kannada_OM.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Kannada_OM.png License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Own work Original artist: Parthakr

• File:O3m_AryaSamaj.PNG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/O3m_AryaSamaj.PNG License: Public do-
main Contributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons. Original artist: The original uploader was Pashine at English Wikipedia

• File:Ohm_Malayalam.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Ohm_Malayalam.png License: CC-BY-SA-
3.0 Contributors: Transferred from the Malayalam Wikipedia; transfer was stated to be made by User:Edmundwoods. Original artist:
Original uploader was Jigesh at ml.wikipedia

• File:Om.GIF Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Om.GIF License: Public domain Contributors: Own work
Original artist: Jonoikobangali

• File:Om.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8e/Om.svg License: PD Contributors:
svg created by Rugby471 from a public domain symbol
Original artist:
Rugby471

• File:Om_Parvat.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Om_Parvat.JPG License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contrib-
utors: Transferred from en.wikipedia; transferred to Commons by User:Sreejithk2000 using CommonsHelper. Original artist: Aryarakshak
at en.wikipedia

• File:Om_jaïn_orange.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d7/Om_ja%C3%AFn_orange.svg License: CC
BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Etiennekd

• File:Portal-puzzle.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Question_book-new.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:
Tkgd2007

• File:Simbol_aum.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/Simbol_aum.png License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contrib-
utors: Own work Original artist: Alteaven

• File:Tamil_om.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Tamil_om.png License: Public domain Contributors:
? Original artist: ?

• File:Temple_elephant_2.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f4/Temple_elephant_2.jpg License: ? Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:The_letter_Om,_in_Siddham_script.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/The_letter_Om%2C_
in_Siddham_script.png License: Public domain Contributors: http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%E5%94%B5-Sik.png Original artist:
Tomchiukc

• File:TibAum.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/TibAum.png License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Wikiquote-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Wikiquote-logo.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

9.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/86/Ekonkar.normal.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Example.of.complex.text.rendering.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Example.of.complex.text.rendering.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Ganesha-aum.jpg
http://www.hinduismtoday.com/
http://www.gurudeva.org/
http://www.gurudeva.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/Grantha.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Konguboy&action=edit&redlink=1
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Image0040.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Irrigator
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/3c/Jainaum.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Kannada_OM.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Parthakr
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/O3m_AryaSamaj.PNG
http://en.wikipedia.org/
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Pashine
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Ohm_Malayalam.png
http://ml.wikipedia.org/
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Edmundwoods
//ml.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Jigesh
http://ml.wikipedia.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/db/Om.GIF
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Jonoikobangali
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8e/Om.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4d/Om_Parvat.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sreejithk2000
http://tools.wikimedia.de/~magnus/commonshelper.php
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Aryarakshak
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d7/Om_ja%25C3%25AFn_orange.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Etiennekd
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Question_book.png
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Equazcion
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Tkgd2007
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/Simbol_aum.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Alteaven
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Tamil_om.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f4/Temple_elephant_2.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/The_letter_Om%252C_in_Siddham_script.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a6/The_letter_Om%252C_in_Siddham_script.png
http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:%25E5%2594%25B5-Sik.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/66/TibAum.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Wikiquote-logo.svg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

ਇੱਕ ਓਅੰਕਾਰ ਫ਼ਰਰਸ਼ਤਾ      فرشتہ اوانکار اک  

http://g2s.learnpunjabi.org/default.aspx  

http://g2s.learnpunjabi.org/default.aspx


ਏਕੰਕਾਰੁ 

 



Ik Onkār,[1] a

Sikh symbol

(encoded as a

single character

in Unicode at

U+0A74, ੴ)

Ik Onkar
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ik Onkar (Gurmukhi: ੴ, ਇੱਕ ਓਅੰਕਾਰ; Ikk Ōankār Punjabi pronunciation: [ɪkː oəŋkaɾ]) is the

symbol that represents the One Supreme Reality[2] and is a central tenet of Sikh religious

philosophy.[1] Ik (ਇੱਕ) means one or united,[3] On (ਓਅੰ) means supreme, ultimate, or

highest bhrama (God), and the Atma (Soul) of the entire universe or system,[4] and kār

(ਕਾਰ) means without shape or form.[5]

It is a symbol of the unity of God in Sikhism, and is found on all religious scriptures and

places such as Gurdwaras. Derived from Punjabi, Ik Onkār is the first phrase in the Mul

Mantar referring to the existence of "one constant[6]" that is ॐ Om taken to mean "one

God".[7] It is found in the Gurmukhi script[8] and is consequently also part of the Sikh

morning prayer, Japji Sahib. It is a combination of two characters, the numeral ੧, Ikk (one)

and the first letter of the word Onkar (Constant taken to mean God) - which also happens to

be the first letter of the Gurmukhī script - an ūṛā, ੳ, coupled with a specially adapted vowel symbol hōṛā,

yielding ਓ. "Ik" is the alternative spelling and pronunciation of "ek" i.e. one in Hindi and several other Indian

languages, while onkar is another way of spelling and pronouncing (particularly in Gurmukhi and Punjabi) the

"Om", or "Aum"—the pan-Hindu symbol that represents the Highest Reality or the Supreme Being. The

Gurmukhi letter used to write onkar is also the equivalent to the letter "Om" in Devnagari and other Indian

scripts. Thus "Onkar" or "Om-kara" representing the Supreme Divine in Sikhism was the natural outcome of

Sikhism as a religion being born within the Hindu cultural sphere, and founded by saints who were Hindus by

birth, social identity and beliefs—like the other Indic or Dharmic religions born within the Hindu matrix like

Jainism and Buddhism.

In Mul Mantra

It was also the opening phrase of the Mul Mantar, present as opening phrase in the Guru Granth Sahib, and the

first composition of Guru Nanak. Further, the Mul Mantar is also at the beginning of the Japji Sahib, followed

by 38 hymns and a final Salok at the end of this composition.

Simplified transliteration: ikk ōnkār satināmu karatā puraku nirapǎ'u niraver akāl mūrat ajūnī sepàng

gurprasād

English: One Universal creator God, The supreme Unchangeable Truth, The Creator of the Universe,

Beyond Fear, Beyond Hatred, Beyond Death, Beyond Birth, Self-Existent, by the Guru's Grace.
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