Eos

For other uses, see Eos (disambiguation).

In Greek mythology, Eds (/'i:ns/; Ancient Greek: "Hog,
or “Ewc, Eos, “dawn”, pronounced [e:3:8] or [€o:s]; also
Adwg, Ayos in Aeolic) is a Titaness and the goddess!!! of
the dawn, who rose each morning from her home at the
edge of the Oceanus.

Eos had a brother and a sister. Helios, god of the sun, and
Selene, goddess of the moon.

1 Etymology

Eos is cognate to Vedic Sanskrit Ushas and Latin Aurora,
both goddesses of dawn, and all three considered deriva-
tives of a PIE stem *h,ewsos'? (later *Ausos), “dawn”, a
stem that also gave rise to Proto-Germanic *Austro, Old
Germanic Ostara and Old English Eostre/Eastre.

2 Greek literature

The dawn goddess Eos was almost always described with
rosy fingers (pododaxtvrog, rhododdktylos) or rosy fore-
arms (podomy Ve, rhoddpekhys) as she opened the gates
of heaven for the Sun to rise.[*) In Homer,*! her saffron-
coloured robe is embroidered or woven with flowers;>’
rosy-fingered and with golden arms, she is pictured on
Attic vases as a beautiful woman, crowned with a tiara
or diadem and with the large white-feathered wings of a
bird.

From The Iliad:

Now when Dawn in robe of saffron was
hastening from the streams of Oceanus, to
bring light to mortals and immortals, Thetis
reached the ships with the armor that the god
had given her.

—liad xix.1

But soon as early Dawn appeared, the
rosy-fingered, then gathered the folk about the
pyre of glorious Hector.

—Iliad xxiv.776

Quintus Smyrnaeus pictured her exulting in her heart
over the radiant horses (Lampus and Phaéton) that drew
her chariot, amidst the bright-haired Horae, the feminine
Hours, climbing the arc of heaven and scattering sparks
of fire.[%!

She is most often associated with her Homeric epithet
“rosy-fingered” (rhododactylos), but Homer also calls her
Eos Erigeneia:

That brightest of stars appeared,
Eosphoros, that most often heralds the
light of early-rising Dawn (Eos Erigeneia).
—Odyssey xiii.93

Hesiod wrote:

And after these Erigeneia [
extquotedblEarly-born  extquotedbl]  bore
the star Eosphoros (“Dawn-bringer”), and the
gleaming stars with which heaven is crowned.
—Theogony 378-382

Thus Eos, preceded by the Morning Star, is seen as the
genetrix of all the stars and planets; her tears are con-
sidered to have created the morning dew, personified as
Ersa or Herse. Eos is the daughter of Hyperion, a bringer
of light, the One Above, Who Travels High Above the
Earth and of Theia, The Divine. Her brother was the Sun
god Helios, and her sister was Selene, the Moon goddess.
Her team of horses pull her chariot across the sky and are
named in the Odyssey as Firebright and Daybright.

She was the Mother of several notable offspring, includ-
ing the Winds, Zephyrus, Boreas, and Notus, and the
Morning Star, Eosphoros, all of whom she bore to the
Titan Astraeus (“of the Stars”), and Memnon, her son by
Tithonus.

This rosy-fingered, saffron-robed and golden-throned
goddess, who goes up to Olympus to announce the light to
the immortals, fell in love several times, and some say it
was Aphrodite who cursed her to be perpetually in love,
because once had Eos lain with Aphrodite’s sweetheart
Ares, god of war.
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3 Genealogy

Eos is the daughter of Hyperion and Theia and sister of
Helios the sun and Selene the moon, “who shine upon all
that are on earth and upon the deathless gods who live
in the wide heaven.” Hesiod told in Theogony (371-374).
The generation of Titans preceded all the familiar deities
of Olympus, who largely supplanted them.

4 Lovers and children

Eos in her chariot flying over the sea, red-figure krater from
South Italy, 430—420 BC, Staatliche Antikensammlungen

According to Pseudo-Apollodorus, Eos consorted with
the war god Ares and was thereupon cursed with unsat-
isfiable sexual desire by the jealous Aphrodite.[”! This
caused her to abduct a number of handsome young men,
most notably Cephalus, Tithonus, Orion and Cleitus. The
good-looking Cleitus was made immortal by her.!®! She
also asked for Tithonus to be made immortal, but forgot
to ask for eternal youth, which resulted in him living for-
ever as a helpless old man.[’!

According to Hesiod!!”! by Tithonus Eos had two sons,
Memnon and Emathion. Memnon fought among the Tro-
jans in the Trojan War and was slain. Her image with the
dead Memnon across her knees, like Thetis with the dead
Achilles are icons that inspired the Christian Pieta.

The abduction of Cephalus had special appeal for an
Athenian audience because Cephalus was a local boy,!'!]
and so this myth element appeared frequently in Attic
vase-paintings and was exported with them. In the lit-
erary myths!'?! Eos kidnapped Cephalus when he was
hunting and took him to Syria. The second-century
CE traveller Pausanias was informed that the abductor
of Cephalus was Hemera, goddess of Day.['*! Although
Cephalus was already married to Procris, Eos bore him
three sons, including Phaeton and Hesperus, but he then
began pining for Procris, causing a disgruntled Eos to re-
turn him to her — and put a curse on them. In Hyginus’
report,!'* Cephalus accidentally killed Procris some time
later after he mistook her for an animal while hunting; in

6 ROMAN INTERPRETATIONS

Eos and the slain Memnon on an Attic red-figure cup, ca. 490—
480 BCE, the so-called “Memnon Pieta extquotedbl found at
Capua (Louvre).

Ovid’s Metamorphoses vii, Procris, a jealous wife, was
spying on him and heard him singing to the wind, but
thought he was serenading his ex-lover Eos.

5 Etruscan interpretations

Among the Etruscans, the generative dawn-goddess was
Thesan. Depictions of the dawn-goddess with a young
lover became popular in Etruria in the fifth century,
probably inspired by imported Greek vase-painting.[!>!
Though Etruscans preferred to show the goddess as a nur-
turer (Kourotrophos) rather than an abductor of young
men, the late Archaic sculptural acroterion from Etruscan
Cere, now in Berlin, showing the goddess in archaic run-
ning pose adapted from the Greeks, and bearing a boy
in her arms, has commonly been identified as Eos and
Cephalus.'! On an Etruscan mirror Thesan is shown
carrying off a young man, whose name is inscribed as
Tinthu.!')

6 Roman interpretations

The Roman equivalent of Eos is Aurora, also a cog-
nate showing the characteristic Latin rhotacism. The
Dawn became associated in Roman cult with Matuta,
later known as Mater Matuta. She was also associated
with the sea harbors and ports, and had a temple on the
Forum Boarium. On June 11, the Matralia was celebrated
at that temple in honor of Mater Matuta; this festival was
only for women during their first marriage.
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Tithonus

Memnon (mythology)
Aurora (mythology)
Mater Matuta

Zorya

Dawn goddess

Notes

Lycophron calls her by an archaic name, Tito (the Ti-
taness). Kerenyi observes that Tito shares a linguistic ori-
gin with Eos’s lover Tithonus, which belonged to an older,
pre-Greek language. (Kerenyi 1951:199 note 637)

R. S. P. Beekes, Etrymological Dictionary of Greek, Brill,
2009, p. 492.

Nonnus: “Eos had just shaken off the wing of carefree
sleep (Hypnos) and opened the gates of sunrise, leaving
the lightbringing couch of Kephalos.” (Dionysiaca 27. 1f,
in A.L. Rouse’s translation).

lliad viii.1; xxiv.695

Odyssey vi:48 etc

Posthomerica .48

Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca, 1. 4. 4
Homer, Odyssey, 15. 249 ff

Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite, 318 ff
Theogony 984ft

Mary R. Lefkowitz, extquotedbl'Predatory’ Goddesses”
Hesperia 71.4 (October 2002, pp. 325-344) p. 326.

Hesiod Theogony 984; pseudo-Apollodorus Bibliotheke
iii. 14.3; Pausanias i. 3.1; Ovid Metamorphoses vii. 703ft;
Hyginus Fabula 189.

Pausanias remarking on the subjects shown in the Royal
Stoa, Athens (i.3.1) and on the throne of Apollo at Amyk-
lai (iii.18.10fF).

Hyginus, Fabula 189.

Marilyn Y. Goldberg, “The 'Eos and Kephalos’ from
Cere: Its Subject and Date” American Journal of
Archeeology 91.4 (October 1987, pp. 605-614) p 607.

Goldberg 1987:605-614 casts doubt on the boy’s identi-
fication, in the context of Etruscan and Greek abduction
motifs.

Noted by Goldberg 1987: in I. Mayer-Prokop, Die
gravierten etruskischen Griffspiegel archaischen Stils (Hei-
delberg) 1966, fig. 61.

10

References

Grimal, Pierre, The Dictionary of Classical Mythol-
ogy, Wiley-Blackwell, 1996, ISBN 978-0-631-
20102-1. “Eos” p. 146

Kerenyi, Karl. The Gods of the Greeks. Thames and
Hudson, 1951.

Smith, William; Dictionary of Greek and Roman Bi-
ography and Mythology, London (1873). “Eos”

External links

Theoi Project - Eos


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithonus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memnon_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aurora_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mater_Matuta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zorya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dawn_goddess
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lycophron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tithonus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_S._P._Beekes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonnus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cephalus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dionysiaca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeric_Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliotheke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pausanias_(geographer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metamorphoses
http://books.google.com/books?id=iOx6de8LUNAC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=iOx6de8LUNAC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780631201021
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780631201021
http://books.google.com/books?id=iOx6de8LUNAC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=snippet&q=Eos&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl_Kerenyi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Smith_(lexicographer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictionary_of_Greek_and_Roman_Biography_and_Mythology
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0104%3Aalphabetic+letter%3DE%3Aentry+group%3D4%3Aentry%3Deos-bio-1
http://www.theoi.com/Titan/Eos.html

4 11 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

11 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

11.1 Text

e Eos Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eos?0ldid=626775607 Contributors: Bryan Derksen, Andre Engels, XJaM, Tucci528, Modster,
TUF-KAT, Andres, Rob Hooft, Furrykef, Grendelkhan, Morven, Joseaperez, Renato Caniatti, Wetman, Robbot, Michael Schubart, Uther-
SRG, Eliashedberg, Gtrmp, YanA, Robodoc.at, Curps, Chinasaur, Hawkhkg1 1, Jastrow, Keith Edkins, Icairns, El-Ahrairah, Mike Rosoft,
CALR, Guanabot, YUL89YYZ, Autiger, Slipstream, Dbachmann, Paul August, ZeroOne, Djordjes, CanisRufus, El C, Kwamikagami,
Jess Cully, OwenX, Woohookitty, Palica, Dpv, George Burgess, Brighterorange, FlaBot, Gurch, YurikBot, Todd Vierling, Gaius Cor-
nelius, Ravenous, Douglasfrankfort, Deucalionite, BOT-Superzerocool, Lt-wiki-bot, Finell, SmackBot, FocalPoint, Tom Lougheed, Uny-
oyega, Eskimbot, HalfShadow, Trystan, MalafayaBot, Deli nk, William Allen Simpson, BehemothCat, Charivari, SashatoBot, Gobonobo,
RandomCritic, Neddyseagoon, Courcelles, Tawkerbot2, JForget, Zalgo, Cristykay, Thijs!bot, VaneWimsey, Zerothis, Figma, Deflective,
Avatar73, Cynwolfe, Bibi Saint-Pol, Simon Impey, VoABot II, T@nn, Theranos, Krynnish Conspiracy, TyrocP, Simon Peter Hughes,
Kimse, Trusilver, Terrek, Shobhit102, Lord AnubisBOT, Belovedfreak, Idioma-bot, VolkovBot, Irish Pearl, TXiKiBoT, Abyca, DisQuoi,
Snowbunny2526, EmxBot, Austriacus, SieBot, Phalanxpursos, Benea, Fratrep, Evilbunnie, ClueBot, Raborg, Plastikspork, Sagi2007,
Luke4545, Lx 121, Oskar71, Aldenford, PJonDevelopment, Download, Kotoa, Frehley, Legobot, Luckas-bot, Yobot, AnomieBOT, Sz-
iwbot, Dodo, Xgbot, Ekwos, Nikofeelan, Omnipaedista, Thehelpfulbot, Agent Rayan, Phlyaristis, Pinethicket, LinDrug, Greekwriter, Ensis
Ignifer, RedBot, MastiBot, Rayanne20011, Lotje, EmausBot, Ida Shaw, ChuispastonBot, 28bot, ClueBot NG, Jack Greenmaven, Help-
ful Pixie Bot, Yddam987654321, Davidiad, ColonelHenry, Knockedupandnursing, DavidLeighEllis, Huntp123, Daylight15, Taydavis113,
TheUnChosenl and Anonymous: 129

11.2 Images
o File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

o File:Eos_Memnon_Louvre_G115.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Eos_Memnon_Louvre_G115.
jpg License: Public domain Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol, own work, 2007-05-09 Original artist: English: Signed by Douris (painter)
and Kalliades (potter)

o File:Eos_chariot_430-420_BC_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6¢/
Eos_chariot_430-420_BC_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: User:Bibi Saint-Pol, own work,
2007-02-13 Original artist: ?

11.3 Content license

e Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eos?oldid=626775607
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Eos_Memnon_Louvre_G115.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8b/Eos_Memnon_Louvre_G115.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bibi_Saint-Pol
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Eos_chariot_430-420_BC_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Eos_chariot_430-420_BC_Staatliche_Antikensammlungen.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bibi_Saint-Pol
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

TDPM — DINKR https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/DIRR

DIRN

PVOIND NPTOYPIRIRM ,7TPN TINN

P97 YV BN ,NNVA PNNTRA INWA N9R KRN (E6s [ Emg :11v1) DIRK
TNRDY PPAY NNINT D270 NI R ,IMNT DY RIN PNR YV 1NY .ARM
70 DAN TNR ;D227 D22NRN NYPA NHYRI DIRR NR 1IRN DN .DIANY YDION
DINNYY IR NN N DNV ADINRY PAIYN DIRT ,INR NI 901 .0IN
YW INR 2NRN .INN - 112 DR NTHN D) RN DINNVY 92T HV 19102 1pTIN
0”7MAY 6-N NRNN M22202 MR INXT,NYINAN NYRN ,0NVIR IR JPNIR 7D
IR IN2271 PN NIX HHI 7172 DNA ,DIRR 213792 MINR MV YA 19ONn
.0”919 NYYad

DNV 79 YR MTITN MYIXR DIRR NNOY NN 9712 YD NTIR MO0 rah
NNNNN YR VIR 12 1PNY DNV NAIRND R .NITN DPNRYY IR 1HYM
W POIN TNR DV :DIRR NINAR IR PRIV NINNI DIXIT DN 1N DIRT HRY
7977 D20 DIRT ./NMINYR 122 IMR PONNY NXIT NP0 720 MR PRYN M)
VI PRIY RINI DIRT PIYNY 1IN YaR ,NNINHYR 129 IMnNN jan Poin X
POIN NN NP RY HIR NYWPIAY 29I NN YN DIRR YV AINRY PAIYN DINIR RIN
INY WA VP2V TY 79 HI PNINND NOIAN DIV YIYN JPTIN DRI PYRN
NYaRNM PINY IMR 1290 RN AINRA 1PN IR NYHP IR DIRR 112NV
A2INRY NPIN DIRT NRN NN MNP RY IR NN PN AYPIL ITMPT NMVIY HY
RV Rt

DVIRR

MR RN DIRR KV TIRMIN ANDYApn

D”IVN 0PN DIHOR :INOP

(VYVX) .2014 YRN2 30 ,01:0672 NNINRY NN =
IRT.INNNN ITINYI DY MNNAND SV MW 2070 ;3.0 ANt NY-01n» CC 1YY 91932 VIR VOPYN =
D701 DVIAY VINYY RIN

lof1 10/10/2014 7:16 PM



	Etymology
	Greek literature 
	Genealogy
	Lovers and children
	Etruscan interpretations
	Roman interpretations
	See also
	Notes
	References
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


