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https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9F_(%D7%A0%D7%94%D7%A8)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%9B%D7%A8
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https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%90%D7%90%D7%9C_(%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%91%D7%A2)
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https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%9F
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https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%AA_%D7%94%D7%90%D7%9F_%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%97%D7%99%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%94_%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7

WIPINT-"In5 vavg now 3

(27300 1912790

2077 AN 120 99

Rizlelekplan]

Dyn 077 700 722,773 NN TR0 DIPNT P2 WD
"19 D9m OMun 4,582 7212 N2 M DPn? 000 N190
DQIYDWIN TINWA IONNET N0 .070n 3,800—5 Yy RIT 000
TIRY APIPN 1201, R0 R 1214 0013 22K ,0720 2000

:0°77 710 ¥n 0OW0R2 71233 007 TONX

Iy P oMY "am oY W M W - 1,500-700 e
W 1w ,Cephalotaxus Oliveri 7nNT? D1n .0™WN
,Amentotaxus argotaenia :DMIPDDT NNBWAN P Ty
QTIW O°0PUR NNOWHHD 00N 7 7212 YV Y W
TR R Jop VY ,Eucommia ulmoides-1 0 10mn
RN wnwnt , Eucommiaceae ANDWN2 QYT 200
10N

9V ann XY W 2MY» 77T Y - 2,000-1,500 e

MO Magnolia sinensis :PNT? DTN .00

w3 y¥M (Ginkgo biloba) "NNN-1T PPIX LIN
(107 7R 1) Davidia involucrata

.O™IANY QW1 9w C1B9R-NN YT - 2,400-2,000 e
9731 71 W1 vy |, Tetracentron sinense IMNT? 1N
.07M0n 60—5 20 Paw 7232

mDaDavidia involucrata

_p. o)

=

Amentotaxus argotaenia

e 1.3

DTN SN2 DWW QWY DNINT TR RIT TINWE R
W TN YW D0 3,012 70w WO RIT 22PN 11NN
D07 °17 203 (D030 182 ,mdwn 67) D220 "1 397 9910
,MIDWn 10) Y77 9wn YW 0°n 87 (00 73 ,minown 38)
(@0 1,079 ,mnpwn 163) ¥I1 "01ON 2,235—1 (210 31
DWAT MY P71 N0 1P MOWw 1D DY D°INYA T WY
D207 QWP RV T S1012 WYY M0 .0DUn
L2173 902 DW 9ITAT AN 00NN DRV NN IR oY
M3 21737 MW PW AT 072N IR P Yaua
MYPIPT N2 MNATNA "DINDIT 112N YT DNIPRA
72 NINY NTIPN TNWR TOWw DR NWR 01 00T 0
ST RO JARY 297 V2O NN O N 2w QIR
NN W NRPA DUYPRI MDIPNN 0220 DNY 0pn 197


https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A6%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%99_%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%91%D7%A8
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9F_(%D7%98%D7%A7%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%94)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%92_(%D7%98%D7%A7%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%94)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%A9%D7%A4%D7%97%D7%94_(%D7%98%D7%A7%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%94)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%97%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99_%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%A2
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%A1%D7%99_%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%A2
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A2%D7%A8_%D7%92%D7%A9%D7%9D_%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A2%D7%A8_%D7%92%D7%A9%D7%9D_%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%97%D7%99%D7%93%D7%AA_%D7%96%D7%9E%D7%9F_%D7%92%D7%90%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%92%D7%99%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%9F
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A7_%D7%A2%D7%93
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%A4%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%98%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%A7%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%90%D7%94_%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%90%D7%94_%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%92_(%D7%98%D7%A7%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%94)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%92%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%92%D7%95_%D7%93%D7%95-%D7%90%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%AA%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%92%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%94_(%D7%A6%D7%9E%D7%97)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9F_%D7%90%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%9E%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
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https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%94_%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%97%D7%98%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%94_(%D7%A6%D7%9E%D7%97)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%93%D7%95%D7%93%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%9F
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%91%D7%A2%D7%9C%D7%99_%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%95%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%A8%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%96%D7%A0%D7%91-%D7%A1%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%92%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%92%D7%99_%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%AA_%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7_%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%95-%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%96%D7%95%D7%97%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%93%D7%94_%D7%A9%D7%97%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A2%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%AA
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%92%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%9F_%D7%98%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%A7
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9F_%D7%93%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A2%D7%92%D7%95%D7%A8_%D7%90%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%A8
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A9%D7%9B%D7%95%D7%95%D7%99_%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%91
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9F_%D7%96%D7%94%D7%95%D7%91
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%AA%D7%A8%D7%A0%D7%92%D7%95%D7%9C_%D7%A9%D7%9C%D7%92_%D7%98%D7%99%D7%91%D7%98%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%98_%D7%A6%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%93%D7%A2%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%A3_%D7%A2%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%99%D7%94_%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%99%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A0%D7%A9%D7%A8_%D7%9E%D7%A7%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A2%D7%96%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%94_%D7%A9%D7%97%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%90%D7%9C_%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%99%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%9B%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99_%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%A1%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A6%D7%91%D7%99_%D7%99%D7%A2%D7%9C%D7%99_%D7%98%D7%99%D7%91%D7%98%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%A8%D7%95_%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%92%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C_%D7%94%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%90%D7%99%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%92%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C_%D7%94%D7%94%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%90%D7%99%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%90%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%9F
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%A7_%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99_%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%A7
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%A7_%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C_%D7%A1%D7%9E%D7%91%D7%A8
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%98%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9E%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A7_%D7%98%D7%99%D7%91%D7%98%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%9D_%D7%91%D7%A2%D7%9C%D7%99_%D7%96%D7%A0%D7%91
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A3_%D7%A1%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%93_%D7%90%D7%A3_%D7%96%D7%94%D7%95%D7%91
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%9D_(%D7%A1%D7%93%D7%A8%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%9D)
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%94_%D7%90%D7%93%D7%95%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%96%D7%91%D7%93_%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99_%D7%92%D7%93%D7%95%D7%9C
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%92%D7%97%D7%A0%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%96%D7%91%D7%93_%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99_%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%9F
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%A1%D7%A0%D7%92_%D7%94%D7%9B%D7%AA%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%9C%D7%A7_%D7%A6%D7%94%D7%95%D7%91_%D7%92%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%9F
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A1%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9C%D7%95%D7%98%D7%A8%D7%94_%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%99%D7%94
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%AA%D7%9F
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9B%D7%9C%D7%91%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A0%D7%9E%D7%A8_%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%A4%D7%99%D7%9C%D7%99_%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%95%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9C_%D7%96%D7%94%D7%95%D7%91_%D7%90%D7%A1%D7%99%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%99
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%97%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%95%D7%91_%D7%97%D7%95%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%93%D7%95%D7%91%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A0%D7%93%D7%94_%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%95%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A3
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Mount%2520Qingcheng
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Dujiangyan%2520irrigation%2520system
https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%95%D7%99%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%A3
http://hebrew.cri.cn/1/2009/09/07/23s453.htm
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Yuecheng Lake [8]
Yuecheng Lake (Moon City Lake) [9]
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Taming the floodwaters [12]
People’s Party Animals [13]
China quake weakens Sichuan dams, cuts off river [14]
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http://hebrew.cri.cn/1/2009/09/07/23s453_1.htm
http://www.world-insights.com/mt-qingcheng
http://whc.unesco.org/uploads/nominations/1001.pdf
http://chengduguide.tripod.com/mount-qingcheng.htm
http://www.woodenfish.org/china/64-qingcheng-mountain
http://www.djygov.com/qingcheng-martial-arts
http://www.chinatravel.com/chengdu-attraction/yuecheng-lake/
http://www.cultural-china.com/chinaWH/html/en/Scenery118bye486.html
http://www.travelchinaguide.com/attraction/sichuan/chengdu/mt_qingcheng.htm
http://www.chinahighlights.com/chengdu/attraction/qingcheng-mountain.htm
http://www.chinaheritagequarterly.org/features.php?searchterm=001_water.inc&issue=001
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-fi-chinaparty8feb08,1,3033025.story?page=2
http://reliefweb.int/report/china/china-quake-weakens-sichuan-dams-cuts-river
http://www.chinadam.com/dam/dujiangyan-sketch.htm
http://www.travelchinatour.com/sichuan-china/dujiangyan-irrigation-system-1.html
http://www.travelchinatour.com/sichuan-china/dujiangyan-irrigation-system-2.html
http://books.google.co.il/books?id=n2WKejUSPRgC&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false
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http://upload. wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/23/Amentotaxus_argotaenia_2JPG :7772 Amentotaxus_argotaenia_2 JPG:y2)p e
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Erlang Shen

Effigy of god Erlang inside the Erwang Temple in Dujiangyan,
Sichuan.

Erlang Shen (202), or Erlang is a Chinese God with a
third truth-seeing eye in the middle of his forehead.

Er-lang Shen may be a deified version of several semi-
mythical folk heroes who help regulate China’s torrential
floods, dating variously from the Qin, Sui and Jin dynas-
ties. A later Buddhist source identify him as the second
son of the Northern Heavenly King Vaishravana.

In the Ming semi-mythical novels Creation of the Gods
and Journey to the West Erlang Shen is the nephew of the
Jade Emperor or Yang Jian (Heavenly Great Marshal dur-
ing founding of Historical Zhou Dynasty). In the former
he assisted the Zhou army in defeating the Shang. In the
latter, he is the second son of a mortal and Jade emperor’s
sister. In the legend, he is known as the greatest warrior
god of heaven.

1 Origin

There are three differents Erlang Shen recorded. There
are Li Erlang, Zhao Yun, and Yang Jian. Those three
is different persons entities. The oldest record is Yang
Jian which lives at founding of Zhou Dynasty as appear at
Fengshen Yanyi, a historical record of founding of Zhou
Dynasty and serve as Heavenly Great Marshal of Zhou
Dynasty.

1.1 Li Erlang

Of the various identifications of Erlang Shen the most
common is as Li Erlang, the second son of Li Bing, the
engineer behind the Dujiangyan irrigation system.!!!

According to the “Story about Li Bing and His Son in
Harnessing the Rivers” in Records of Guansian, Li Erlang
assisted his father in the construction of the complex irri-
gation system that prevented the Min River from flooding
and irrigated the Chengdu Plain. In thanks for the pros-
perity that this brought to them the local people elevated
the father and son to gods and dedicated the Two Kings
Temple to their honour.

Legend states that Governor Li Bing sent his son out to
discover the source of the flooding. He spent a year ex-
ploring the county without success. One day whilst shel-
tering in a cave he encountered a tiger which he slew and
seven hunters who had witnessed this bravery agreed to
join him on his quest.

The group finally came to a cottage on the outskirts of
Guan County (modern Dujiangyan City). From within
they heard the sound of an old woman crying. The woman
was Grandma Wang and she told them that her grandson
was to be sacrificed to an evil dragon who was the local
river god. Li Erlang reported this to his father who de-
vised a plan to capture the dragon.

The eight friends hid in the River God Temple and
jumped out on the dragon when it arrived to claim its
offering. The dragon fled to river pursued by Li Erlang
who eventually captured it. Grandma Wang arrived with
an iron chain and the dragon was secured in the pool be-
low the Dragon-Taming Temple, freeing the region from
floods.

Another legend tells of Li Erlang suppressing a fire
dragon that lived in the mountains north of Dujiangyan
by climbing to the top of Mount Yulei, turning into a gi-
ant and building a dam with 66 mountains then filling it
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with water from Dragon Pacifying Pool./!

2 Theatrical interpretation (Bao
Lian Deng)

Erlang Shen means “2nd son god” as direct translation.
Er means 2nd, lang means boy, and Shen means god. His
mother was the goddess of desire realm in heaven. Her
job is to limit the gods and spirit’s mortal desires such
as love/affection, greed, dream, and etc. When she was
chasing an evil dragon who broke his chain in his heav-
enly prison, she fell in love with a mortal man who is
willing to save her with his heart. They had three chil-
dren: Yang Jiao, Yang Jian (Erlang Shen), and Yang Chan
(Holy Mother of Hua Shan). When Jade emperor discov-
ered her marriage, he sent his son and heaven armies to
kill the half bloods, the mortal man, and the goddess of
desire realm. Only Erlang and his sister Yang Chan sur-
vived.

3 Yang Jian

Many legends, novels as well as television series often de-
scribe Erlang as Yang Jian, a nephew of the Jade Em-
peror. According to an ancient text Erlang Baojuan,
Yang Jian’s mother was the Jade Emperor’s sister who
was imprisoned under Mount Tao, because she violated
the Heavenly Rules by marying a human named Yang
Tianyou. Many years later her son Yang Jian cleaved
Mount Tao using his axe, hoping to set his mother free.
Unfortunately ten sun deities (the Jade Emperor’s sons)
arrived and killed her. The angry Yang Jian kill nine of
the sun deities, but was advised to release the last sun
by Dragon Princess of West Sea. Later he married the
Dragon Princess and canonized as deity.

The 2009 television series; Prelude to Lotus Lantern (Bao
Lian Deng Qian Zhuan) was made based on Erlang Bao-
juan. However there were several difference and incon-
sistency with the original novel, such as the story of Er-
lang had love interest with the Moon Goddess Chang E
or Erlang divorced the Dragon Princess to become a god.
Both of stories were unavailable in the original novel.[3!4!

4 Other Identifications

Erlang Shen is also identified with Zhao Yun, a hermit
who lived on Mount Qingcheng and was appointed by
Emperor Yang of Sui as Governor of Jiazhou. Zhao Yu
is said to have set forth with 1000 men to defeat a flood
dragon that had been tormenting the area. Upon reaching
the river Zhao Yu dived into the water with his double-
edged sword and emerged holding the dragon’s head, Fol-
lowing his death, according to the Chronicle of Changshu

5 REPRESENTATIONS IN CHINESE CULTURE

County, the region was once again plagued by flood and
he was seen riding a white horse amidst the swirling cur-
rents. The locals built a temple enshrining Zhao Yu as
the God Erlang and the floods were subdued.!)

Deng Xia is said to have been a general under Erlang who
surpassed his predecessors in valour and defeated a flood
dragon, receiving the title “Erlang Shen” and a temple in
his honour at Zhonggingli in Hangzhou.!"!

5 Representations in Chinese cul-
ture

5.1 Journey to the West

Erlang makes an appearance near the start of the classic
Journey to the West by Wu Cheng'en. Erlang, who is ti-
tled as being either True Lord, or Illustrious Sage, is the
nephew of the Jade Emperor. Erlang made his first ap-
pearance when he had been ordered by the Jade Emperor
(in which Erlang was also with his seven elite sages whom
he called his brothers) to subdue Sun Wukong, who was
to be punished for his havoc in heaven.

His bearing was refined, his visage noble,
His ears hung down to his shoulders, and his
eyes shone. The hat on his head had three
peaks and phoenixes flying, And his robe was
of a pale goose—yellow. His boots were lined
with cloth of gold; dragons coiled round his
socks; His jade belt was decorated with the
eight jewels, At his waist was a bow, curved
like the moon, In his hand a double—edged
trident. His axe had split open Peach Moun-
tain when he rescued his mother, His bow
had killed the twin phoenixes of Zongluo.
Widespread was his fame for killing the Eight
Bogies, And he had become one of Plum
Hill’s seven sages. His heart was too lofty to
acknowledge his relatives in Heaven; In his
pride he went back to be a god at Guanjiang.
He was the Merciful and Miraculous Sage of
the red city, Erlang, whose transformations
were numberless.

—Description from Journey to the West, Wu
Cheng'en

Throughout the course of Erlang’s duel between Sun
Wukong, Erlang had been the stronger adversary though
Sun Wukong always managed to stay ahead and at times
get the better of Erlang thanks to his quick wits. After
many transformations that were performed in their duel
(Sun Wukong fleeing as a fish; Erlang and Sun Wukong
becoming larger birds, and so forth). Near the conclusion
of the battle, he managed to see through Sun Wukong’s
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5.5 Asa filial deity

disguise (as a temple) using his third-eye. He eventually
defeated Wukong through teamwork with several other
gods; Laozi personally had dropped his refined golden
ring that had hit Sun Wukong on the head, giving Erlang a
chance to bring him down, and Erlang’s dog bit him in the
leg. After Sun Wukong had been captured (to which Sun
Wukong retorts that they are cowards for attacking from
behind), he and his heavenly soldiers would burn random
areas of the Mount Huaguo. Erlang is seen again far later
in the novel when he assists Sun Wukong through chance
by fighting against a certain ancient Dragon King and his
allies.

5.2 Fengshen Yanyi

In Investiture of the Gods, Yang Jian would first appear
during the time of the Diablo Brothers™ attack on the
Western Foothills. After hearing of the situation, Yang
would personally take the offensive against the brothers.
During his duel against all four brothers, Yang would de-
liberately allow himself to be consumed by Diablo Long
Life’s flying mink. Following the battle, Yang Bliss would
suddenly reappear before Jiang Ziya after killing the mink
inside its stomach with his many transformations. To
trick the Diablo Brothers, Yang would later transform
himself into Long Life’s flying mink and steal Diablo
Red’s Havoc-Umbrella. Thus, Yang would be renowned
as the true reason for Jiang Ziya’s victory over the Diablo
Brothers at an overall point.

5.3 Bao Lian Deng

In the tale Lotus Lantern (Bao Lian Deng), Erlang had
a sister known as the Holy Mother of Mount Hua (Hua
Shan). She married a mortal man, Liu Yanchang, who
was a scholar. Together, they had a son by the name of
Chen Xiang. She was admonished by Erlang for this un-
lawful human-deity union and imprisoned under Mount
Hua. When Chen Xiang came of age, he split the moun-
tain with an axe to free his mother, but not before facing
people who repeatedly tried to undermine his mission,
most notably his own uncle Erlang.

5.4 AsLiBing

As Li Bing, the first hydraulic engineer in the Shu area,
was the hero who stopped the flooding of the Min River
by constructing the Dujiangyan. This somehow led to Li
Bing being turned into a folk hero who defeated a river
god in order to save his prefecture from being flooded,
where this story had then associated him as a new river
god that protected the local people in the area from floods.
However a discrepancy comes up that even though Li
Bing/Erlang was known as Guankou Shen, the river that
he is associated with is in Qianwei and not Guankou. An-
other discrepancy is that Li Erlang had never appeared in

any of the tales related to stopping the Min River. The
first appearance of Li Erlang was in Zhishui ji by Li
Ying 7] of the Liang 21 Dynasty.

Historically Li Bing was conferred an official title un-
til the Five Dynasties period under the rule of the Shu
kingdom. He rose to political power when the great flood
that occurred on the twenty-sixth day of the eighth month
in 920 CE, was reported to the emperor by Daoist Du
Guangting P22

5.5 As afilial deity

In Chinese belief he was a filial son that entered the Chi-
nese underworld to save his deceased mother from tor-
ment and will punish unfilial children by striking them
with thunder strike as a punishment, hence the Chinese
parent saying “Being smitten by lightning for being unfil-
ial and ungrateful” towards unruly children. A warring
deity, he wields a San Jian Licng Réen Dao (2D -
“three-pointed, double-edged blade”) and always has his
faithful Xidotian qudn (22 - “Howling Celestial Dog”)
by his side. This dog also helps him subdue evil spirits.

6 See also

e Dog in Chinese mythology

e Jiro (given name)
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Erlang Shen Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erlang%20Shen?oldid=633769472 Contributors: Olivier, Yanyang1985, Auric, Man-
del, Spencer195, Beowulph, Yik Lin Khoo, CALR, Aranel, Ogress, Fangyuan1st, Chochopk, Mutt, TexasAndroid, JWB, Gaius Cornelius,
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Okkisafire, ADHZ07111989 and Anonymous: 33
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File:Edit-clear.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Edit-clear.svg License: ? Contributors: The Tango! Desktop
Project. Original artist:

The people from the Tango! project. And according to the meta-data in the file, specifically: “Andreas Nilsson, and Jakub Steiner (although
minimally).”

File:Question_book-new.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: ? Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:

Tkgd2007

File:Yinyang,_heaven-earth_(with_the_Seven_Stars_of_the_North_and_the_mountain).svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/

wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Yinyang%?2C_heaven-earth_%28with_the_Seven_Stars_of_the_North_and_the_mountain%29.svg  License:
Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Aethelwolf Emsworth.

File:PI?.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/%E4%BA%8C%E9%83%8E%ES5%83%8F.jpg License:
CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Shizhao
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