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Freyja

For other uses, see Freyja (disambiguation).
In Norse mythology, Freyja (/ˈfreɪə/; Old Norse for

Nuzzled by her boar Hildisvíni, Freyja gestures to a jötunn in an
illustration (1895) by Lorenz Frølich

“the Lady") is a goddess associated with love, sexuality,
beauty, fertility, gold, seiðr, war, and death. Freyja is
the owner of the necklace Brísingamen, rides a chariot
pulled by two cats, keeps the boar Hildisvíni by her side,
possesses a cloak of falcon feathers, and, by her husband
Óðr, is the mother of two daughters, Hnoss and Gersemi.
Along with her brother Freyr (Old Norse the "Lord"),
her father Njörðr, and her mother (Njörðr’s sister, un-
named in sources), she is a member of the Vanir. Stem-
ming from Old Norse Freyja, modern forms of the name
include Freya, Freija, Frejya, Freyia, Frøya, Frøjya,
Freia, Freja, and Freiya.
Freyja rules over her heavenly afterlife field Fólkvangr
and there receives half of those that die in battle, whereas
the other half go to the god Odin's hall, Valhalla. Within
Fólkvangr is her hall, Sessrúmnir. Freyja assists other
deities by allowing them to use her feathered cloak, is in-
voked in matters of fertility and love, and is frequently
sought after by powerful jötnar who wish to make her
their wife. Freyja’s husband, the god Óðr, is frequently
absent. She cries tears of red gold for him, and searches
for him under assumed names. Freyja has numerous
names, including Gefn, Hörn, Mardöll, Sýr, Valfreyja,
and Vanadís.
Freyja is attested in the Poetic Edda, compiled in the 13th

century from earlier traditional sources; in the Prose Edda
and Heimskringla, both written by Snorri Sturluson in the
13th century; in several Sagas of Icelanders; in the short
story Sörla þáttr; in the poetry of skalds; and into themod-
ern age in Scandinavian folklore, as well as the name for
Friday in many Germanic languages.
Scholars have theorized about whether Freyja and the
goddess Frigg ultimately stem from a single goddess
common among the Germanic peoples; about her con-
nection to the valkyries, female battlefield choosers of
the slain; and her relation to other goddesses and fig-
ures in Germanic mythology, including the thrice-burnt
and thrice-reborn Gullveig/Heiðr, the goddesses Gefjon,
Skaði, Þorgerðr Hölgabrúðr and Irpa, Menglöð, and the
1st century CE “Isis” of the Suebi. Freyja’s name ap-
pears in numerous place names in Scandinavia, with a
high concentration in southern Sweden. Various plants
in Scandinavia once bore her name, but it was replaced
with the name of the Virgin Mary during the process of
Christianization. Rural Scandinavians continued to ac-
knowledge Freyja as a supernatural figure into the 19th
century, and Freyja has inspired various works of art.

1 Etymology

Freya (1882) by Carl Emil Doepler

The name Freyja is often translated into a title meaning
'lady', from Proto-Germanic *fraw(j)ōn, cognate with,
for example, Old Saxon frūa 'lady, mistress’ and Old
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2 2 ATTESTATIONS

High German frouwa (compare modern German Frau
'lady').[1] The theonym Freyja is thus considered to have
been an epithet in origin, replacing a personal name that
is now unattested.[2] The connection with and possible
earlier identification of Freyja with Frigg in the Proto-
Germanic period (Frigg and Freyja origin hypothesis) is
a matter of scholarly debate.[2]

Like the name of the group of gods to which Freyja be-
longs, the Vanir, the name Freyja is not attested outside
of Scandinavia, as opposed to the name of the goddess
Frigg, who is attested as a goddess common among the
Germanic peoples, and whose name is reconstructed as
Proto-Germanic *Frijjō. Similar proof for the existence
of a common Germanic goddess from which Freyja de-
scends does not exist, but scholars have commented that
this may simply be due to lack of evidence.[2]

Regarding a Freyja-Frigg common origin hypothesis,
scholar Stephan Grundy comments that “the problem of
whether Frigg or Freyja may have been a single god-
dess originally is a difficult one, made more so by the
scantiness of pre-Viking Age references to Germanic
goddesses, and the diverse quality of the sources. The
best that can be done is to survey the arguments for and
against their identity, and to see how well each can be
supported.”[3]

See also: List of names of Freyja

2 Attestations

2.1 Poetic Edda

In the Poetic Edda, Freyja is mentioned or appears in
the poems Völuspá Grímnismál, Lokasenna, Þrymskviða,
Oddrúnargrátr, and Hyndluljóð.
Völuspá contains a stanza that mentions Freyja, referring
to her as "Óð's girl"; Freyja being the wife of her hus-
band, Óðr. The stanza recounts that Freyja was once
promised to an unnamed builder, later revealed to be
a jötunn and subsequently killed by Thor (recounted in
detail in Gylfaginning chapter 42—see Prose Edda sec-
tion below).[4] In the poem Grímnismál, Odin (disguised
as Grímnir) tells the young Agnar that every day Freyja
allots seats to half of those that are slain in her hall
Fólkvangr, while Odin owns the other half.[5]

In the poem Lokasenna, where Loki accuses nearly ev-
ery female in attendance of promiscuity and/or unfaith-
fulness, an aggressive exchange occurs between Loki and
Freyja. The introduction to the poem notes that among
other gods and goddesses, Freyja attends a celebration
held byÆgir. In verse, after Loki has flyted with the god-
dess Frigg, Freyja interjects, telling Loki that he is insane
for dredging up his terrible deeds, and that Frigg knows
the fate of everyone, though she does not tell it. Loki tells

Freyja and Loki flyt in an illustration (1895) by Lorenz Frølich

her to be silent, and says that he knows all about her—that
Freyja is not lacking in blame, for each of the gods and
elves in the hall have been her lover. Freyja objects. She
says that Loki is lying, that he is just looking to blather
about misdeeds, and since the gods and goddesses are fu-
rious at him, he can expect to go home defeated. Loki
tells Freyja to be silent, calls her a malicious witch, and
conjures a scenario where Freyja was once astride her
brother when all of the gods, laughing, surprised the two.
Njörðr interjects—he says that a woman having a lover
other than her husband is harmless, and he points out that
Loki has borne children, and calls Loki a pervert. The
poem continues in turn.[6]

The poem Þrymskviða features Loki borrowing Freyja’s
cloak of feathers and Thor dressing up as Freyja to fool
the lusty jötunn Þrymr. In the poem, Thor wakes up to
find that his powerful hammer, Mjöllnir, is missing. Thor
tells Loki of his missing hammer, and the two go to the
beautiful court of Freyja. Thor asks Freyja if she will
lend him her cloak of feathers, so that he may try to find
his hammer. Freyja agrees:

Loki flies away in the whirring feather cloak, arriving in
the land of Jötunheimr. He spies Þrymr sitting on top of
a mound. Þrymr reveals that he has hidden Thor’s ham-
mer deep within the earth and that no one will ever know
where the hammer is unless Freyja is brought to him as
his wife. Loki flies back, the cloak whistling, and re-
turns to the courts of the gods. Loki tells Thor of Þrymr’s
conditions.[9]

The two go to see the beautiful Freyja. The first thing
that Thor says to Freyja is that she should dress herself
and put on a bride’s head-dress, for they shall drive to
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2.2 Prose Edda 3

While Freyja’s cats look on, the god Thor is unhappily dressed as
Freyja in Ah, what a lovely maid it is! (1902) by Elmer Boyd
Smith

Jötunheimr. At that, Freyja is furious—the halls of the
gods shake, she snorts in anger, and from the goddess the
necklace Brísingamen falls. Indignant, Freyja responds:

The gods and goddesses assemble at a thing and debate
how to solve the problem. The god Heimdallr proposes to
dress Thor up as a bride, complete with bridal dress, head-
dress, jingling keys, jewelry, and the famous Brísinga-
men. Thor objects but is hushed by Loki, reminding him
that the new owners of the hammer will soon be settling in
the land of the gods if the hammer isn't returned. Thor is
dressed as planned and Loki is dressed as his maid. Thor
and Loki go to Jötunheimr.[12]

In the meantime, Thrym tells his servants to prepare for
the arrival of the daughter of Njörðr. When “Freyja” ar-
rives in the morning, Thrym is taken aback by her behav-
ior; her immense appetite for food and mead is far more
than what he expected, and when Thrym goes in for a
kiss beneath “Freyja’s” veil, he finds “her” eyes to be ter-
rifying, and he jumps down the hall. The disguised Loki
makes excuses for the bride’s odd behavior, claiming that
she simply has not eaten or slept for eight days. In the

end, the disguises successfully fool the jötnar and, upon
sight of it, Thor regains his hammer by force.[13]

In the poem Oddrúnargrátr, Oddrún helps Borgny give
birth to twins. In thanks, Borgny invokes vættir, Frigg,
Freyja, and other unspecified deities.[14]

Reclining atop her boar Hildisvíni, Freyja visits Hyndla in an
illustration (1895) by Lorenz Frølich

Freyja is a main character in the poemHyndluljóð, where
she assists her faithful servant Óttar in finding information
about his ancestry so that hemay claim his inheritance. In
doing so, Freyja turns Óttar into her boar, Hildisvíni, and,
by means of flattery and threats of death by fire, Freyja
successfully pries the information that Óttar needs from
the jötunn Hyndla. Freyja speaks throughout the poem,
and at one point praises Óttar for constructing a hörgr (an
altar of stones) and frequently making blót (sacrifices) to
her:

2.2 Prose Edda

Freja by John Bauer (1882–1918)

Freyja appears in the Prose Edda booksGylfaginning and
Skáldskaparmál. In chapter 24 of Gylfaginning, the en-
throned figure of High says that after the god Njörðr split
with the goddess Skaði, he had two beautiful and mighty
children (no partner is mentioned); a son, Freyr, and a
daughter, Freyja. Freyr is “themost glorious” of the gods,
and Freyja “the most glorious” of the goddesses. Freyja
has a dwelling in the heavens, Fólkvangr, and that when-
ever Freyja “rides into battle she gets half the slain, and
the other half to Odin [...].” In support, High quotes the
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Grímnismál stanza mentioned in the Poetic Edda section
above.[17]

High adds that Freyja has a large, beautiful hall called
Sessrúmnir, and that when Freyja travels she sits in a
chariot and drives two cats, and that Freyja is “the most
approachable one for people to pray to, and from her
name is derived the honorific title whereby noble ladies
are called fruvor [noble ladies].” High adds that Freyja
has a particular fondness for love songs, and that “it is
good to pray to her concerning love affairs.”[17]

In chapter 29, High recounts the names and features of
various goddesses, including Freyja. Regarding Freyja,
High says that, next to Frigg, Freyja is highest in rank
among them and that she owns the necklace Brísinga-
men. Freyja is married to Óðr, who goes on long trav-
els, and the two have a very fair daughter by the name of
Hnoss. While Óðr is absent, Freyja stays behind and in
her sorrow she weeps tears of red gold. High notes that
Freyja has many names, and explains that this is because
Freyja adopted them when looking for Óðr and travel-
ing “among strange peoples.” These names include Gefn,
Hörn, Mardöll, Sýr, and Vanadís.[18]

Freyja plays a part in the events leading to the birth of
Sleipnir, the eight-legged horse. In chapter 42, High re-
counts that, soon after the gods built the hall Valhalla,
a builder (unnamed) came to them and offered to build
for them in three seasons a fortification so solid that no
jötunn would be able to come in over from Midgard. In
exchange, the builder wants Freyja for his bride, and the
sun and the moon. After some debate the gods agree,
but with added conditions. In time, just as he is about
to complete his work, it is revealed that the builder is,
in fact, himself a jötunn, and he is killed by Thor. In the
mean time, Loki, in the form of a mare, has been impreg-
nated by the jötunn’s horse, Svaðilfari, and so gives birth
to Sleipnir. In support, High quotes the Völuspá stanza
that mentions Freyja.[19] In chapter 49, High recalls the
funeral of Baldr and says that Freyja attended the funeral
and there drover her cat-chariot, the final reference to the
goddess in Gylfaginning.[20]

At the beginning of the book Skáldskaparmál, Freyja is
mentioned among eight goddesses attending a banquet
held for Ægir.[21] Chapter 56 details the abduction of the
goddess Iðunn by the jötunn Þjazi in the form of an ea-
gle. Terrified at the prospect of death and torture due to
his involvement in the abduction of Iðunn, Loki asks if he
may use Freyja’s “falcon shape” to fly north to Jötunheimr
and retrieve the missing goddess. Freyja allows it, and us-
ing her “falcon shape” and a furious chase by eagle-Þjazi,
Loki successfully returns her.[22]

In chapter 6, a means of referring to Njörðr is provided
that refers to Frejya (“father of Freyr and Freyja”). In
chapter 7, a means of referring to Freyr is provided that
refers to the goddess (“brother of Freyja”). In chapter
8, ways of referring to the god Heimdallr are provided,
including “Loki’s enemy, recoverer of Freyja’s necklace”,

Heimdallr returns the necklace Brísingamen to Freyja (1846)
by Nils Blommér

inferring a myth involving Heimdallr recovering Freyja’s
necklace from Loki.[23]

In chapter 17, the jötunn Hrungnir finds himself in As-
gard, the realm of the gods, and becomes very drunk.
Hrungnir boasts that he will move Valhalla to Jötunheimr,
bury Asgard, and kill all of the gods—with the exception
of the goddesses Freyja and Sif, who he says he will take
home with him. Freyja is the only one of them that dares
to bring him more to drink. Hrungnir says that he will
drink all of their ale. After a while, the gods grow bored
of Hrungnir’s antics and invoke the name of Thor. Thor
immediately enters the hall, hammer raised. Thor is fu-
rious and demands to know who is responsible for letting
a jötunn in to Asgard, who guaranteed Hrungnir safety,
and why Freyja “should be serving him drink as if at the
Æsir's banquet.”[24]

In chapter 18, verses from the 10th century skald's com-
position Þórsdrápa are quoted. A kenning used in the
poem refers to Freyja.[25] In chapter 20, poetic ways to
refer to Freyja are provided; “daughter of Njörðr”, “sister
of Freyr”, “wife of Óðr”, “mother of Hnoss”, “possessor
of the fallen slain and of Sessrumnir and tom-cats”, pos-
sessor of Brísingamen, “Van-deity”, Vanadís, and “fair-
tear deity”.[26] In chapter 32, poetic ways to refer to gold
are provided, including “Freyja’s weeping” and “rain or
shower [...] from Freyja’s eyes”.[27]

Chapter 33 tells that once the gods journeyed to visit
Ægir, one of whom was Freyja.[27] In chapter 49, a
quote from a work by the skald Einarr Skúlason employs
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the kenning "Óðr’s bedfellow’s eye-rain”, which refers to
Freyja and means “gold”.[28]

Chapter 36 explains again that gold can be referring to
as Freyja’s weeping due to her red gold tears. In sup-
port, works by the skalds Skúli Þórsteinsson and Einarr
Skúlason are cited that use “Freyja’s tears” or “Freyja’s
weepings” to represent “gold”. The chapter features ad-
ditional quotes from poetry by Einarr Skúlason that refer-
ences the goddess and her child Hnoss.[29] Freyja receives
a final mention in the Prose Edda in chapter 75, where a
list of goddesses is provided that includes Freyja.[30]

2.3 Heimskringla

Freja (1901) by Anders Zorn

The Heimskringla book Ynglinga saga provides an
euhemerized account of the origin of the gods, including
Freyja. In chapter 4, Freyja is introduced as a member of
the Vanir, the sister of Freyr, and the daughter of Njörðr
and his sister (whose name is not provided). After the
Æsir–Vanir War ends in a stalemate, Odin appoints Freyr
and Njörðr as priests over sacrifices. Freyja becomes the
priestess of sacrificial offerings and it was she who intro-
duced the practice of seiðr to the Æsir, previously only
practiced by the Vanir.[31]

In chapter 10, Freyja’s brother Freyr dies, and Freyja is
the last survivor among the Æsir and Vanir. Freyja keeps
up the sacrifices and becomes famous. The saga explains
that, due to Freyja’s fame, all women of rank become
known by her name—frúvor (“ladies”), a woman who is

the mistress of her property is referred to as freyja, and
húsfreyja (“lady of the house”) for a woman who owns an
estate.[32]

The chapter adds that not only was Freyja very clever, but
that she and her husband Óðr had two immensely beauti-
ful daughters, Gersemi and Hnoss, “who gave their names
to our most precious possessions.”[32]

2.4 Other

Freyja is mentioned in the sagas Egils saga, Njáls saga,
Hálfs saga ok Hálfsrekka, and in Sörla þáttr.

Egils saga

In Egils saga, when Egill Skallagrímsson refuses to eat,
his daughter Þorgerðr (here anglicized as “Thorgerd”)
says she will go without food and thus starve to death,
and in doing so will meet the goddess Freyja:

Thorgerd replied in a loud
voice, 'I have had no evening meal,
nor will I do so until I join Freyja.
I know no better course of action
than my father’s. I do not want to
live after my father and brother are
dead.'[33]

Hálfs saga ok Hálfsrekka

In the first chapter of the 14th century legendary saga
Hálfs saga ok Hálfsrekka, King Alrek has two wives,
Geirhild and Signy, and cannot keep them both. He tells
the two women that he would keep whichever of them
that brews the better ale for him by the time he has re-
turned home in the summer. The two compete and during
the brewing process Signy prays to Freyja and Geirhild
to Hött (“hood”), a man she had met earlier (earlier in
the saga revealed to be Odin in disguise). Hött answers
her prayer and spits on her yeast. Signy’s brew wins the
contest.[34]

Sörla þáttr

In Sörla þáttr, a short, late 14th century narrative from a
later and extended version of theÓláfs saga Tryggvasonar
found in the Flateyjarbók manuscript, an euhmerized ac-
count of the gods is provided. In the account, Freyja
is described as having been a concubine of Odin, who
bartered sex to four dwarfs for a golden necklace. In the
work, the Æsir once lived in a city called Asgard, located
in a region called “Asialand or Asiahome”. Odin was
the king of the realm, and made Njörðr and Freyr tem-
ple priests. Freyja was the daughter of Njörðr, and was
Odin’s concubine. Odin deeply loved Freyja, and she was
“the fairest of woman of that day.” Freyja had a beautiful
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6 3 POST-CHRISTIANIZATION AND SCANDINAVIAN FOLKLORE

Freyja in the Dwarf’s Cave (1891) by Louis Huard (fr)

bower, and when the door was shut no one could enter
without Freyja’s permission.[35]

Chapter 1 records that one day Freyja passed by an open
stone where dwarfs lived. Four dwarfs were smithying a
golden necklace, and it was nearly done. Looking at the
necklace, the dwarfs thought Freyja to be most fair, and
she the necklace. Freyja offered to buy the collar from
them with silver and gold and other items of value. The
dwarfs said that they had no lack of money, and that for
the necklace the only thing she could offer them would be
a night with each of them. “Whether she liked it better
or worse”, Freyja agreed to the conditions, and so spent a
night with each of the four dwarfs. The conditions were
fulfilled and the necklace was hers. Freyja went home to
her bower as if nothing happened.[36]

As related in chapter 2, Loki, under the service of Odin,
found out about Freyja’s actions and told Odin. Odin told
Loki to get the necklace and bring it to him. Loki said that
since no one could enter Freyja’s bower against her will,
this wouldn't be an easy task, yet Odin told him not to
come back until he had found a way to get the necklace.
Howling, Loki turned away and went to Freyja’s bower
but found it locked, and that he couldn't enter. So Loki
transformed himself into a fly, and after having trouble
finding even the tiniest of entrances, he managed to find a
tiny hole at the gable-top, yet even here he had to squeeze
through to enter.[36]

Having made his way into Freyja’s chambers, Loki
looked around to be sure that no one was awake, and
found that Freyja was asleep. He landed on her bed
and noticed that she was wearing the necklace, the clasp
turned downward. Loki turned into a flea and jumped
onto Freyja’s cheek and there bit her. Freyja stirred, turn-
ing about, and then fell asleep again. Loki removed his
flea’s shape and undid her collar, opened the bower, and
returned to Odin.[37]

The next morning Freyja woke and saw that the doors
to her bower were open, yet unbroken, and that her pre-
cious necklace was gone. Freyja had an idea of who was
responsible. She got dressed and went to Odin. She told
Odin of the malice he had allowed against her and of the
theft of her necklace, and that he should give her back her
jewelry.[38]

Odin said that, given how she obtained it, she would never
get it back. That is, with one exception: she could have
it back if she could make two kings, themselves ruling
twenty kings each, battle one another, and cast a spell so
that each time one of their numbers falls in battle, they
will again spring up and fight again. And that this must go
on eternally, unless a Christian man of a particular stature
goes into the battle and smites them, only then will they
stay dead. Freyja agreed.[38]

3 Post-Christianization and Scan-
dinavian folklore

Ripe rye in Northern Europe
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Although the Christianization of Scandinavia beheld a
new institution in Scandinavia, the church, that sought
to demonize the native gods, belief and reverence in the
gods, including Freyja, remained into the modern pe-
riod and melded into Scandinavian folklore. Britt-Mari
Näsström (sv) comments that Freyja became a particular
target under Christianization:

Freyja’s erotic qualities became
an easy target for the new reli-
gion, in which an asexual virgin
was the ideal woman [...] Freyja is
called 'a whore' and 'a harlot' by the
holymen andmissionaries, whereas
many of her functions in the ev-
eryday lives of men and women,
such as protecting the vegetation
and supplying assistance in child-
birth were transferred to the Virgin
Mary.[39]

However, Freyja did not disappear. In Iceland, Freyja
was called upon for assistance by way of Icelandic mag-
ical staves as late as the 18th century, and as late as the
19th century, Freyja is recorded as retaining elements of
her role as a fertility goddess among rural Swedes.[40]

The Old Norse poem Þrymskviða (or its source) contin-
ued into Scandinavian folk song tradition, where it was it
was euhemerized and otherwise transformed over time.
In Iceland, the poem became known as Þrylur, whereas
in Denmark the poem became Thor af Havsgaard and in
Sweden it became Torvisan.[39] A section of the Swedish
Torvisan, in which Freyja has been transformed into “the
fair” (den väna) Frojenborg, reads follows:

In the province of Småland, Sweden, an account is
recorded connecting Freyja with sheet lightning in this
respect. Writer Johan Alfred Göth recalled a Sunday in
1880 where men were walking in fields and looking at
nearly ripened rye, where Måns in Karryd said: “Now
Freyja is out watching if the rye is ripe”. Along with this,
Göth recalls another mention of Freyja in the country-
side:

When as a boy I was visiting the
old Proud-Katrina, I was afraid of
lightning like all boys in those days.
When the sheet lightning flared at
the night, Katrina said: “Don't be
afraid little child, it is only Freyja
who is out making fire with steel
and flintstone to see if the rye is
ripe. She is kind to people and she
is only doing it to be of service, she
is not like Thor, he slays both peo-
ple and livestock, when he is in the

mood” [...] I later heard several old
folks talk of the same thing in the
same way.[41]

In Värend, Sweden, Freyja could also arrive at Christmas
night and she used to shake the apple trees for the sake of
a good harvest and consequently people left some apples
in the trees for her sake. However, it was dangerous to
leave the plough outdoors, because if Freyja sat on it, it
would no longer be of any use.[41]

4 Eponyms

Freyja’s hair—Polygala vulgaris—a species of the genus Poly-
gala.

Several plants were named after Freyja, such as Freyja’s
tears and Freyja’s hair (Polygala vulgaris), but during the
process of Christianization, the name of the goddess was
replaced with that of the Virgin Mary.[42] In the pre-
Christian period, the Orion constellation was called either
Frigg’s distaff or Freyja’s distaff (Swedish Frejerock).[42]

Place names in Norway and Sweden reflect devotion
to the goddess, including the Norwegian place name
Frøihov (originally *Freyjuhof, literally “Freyja’s hof")
and Swedish place names such as Frövi (from *Freyjuvé,
literally “Freyja’s vé").[43] In a survey of toponyms in
Norway, M. Olsen tallies at least 20 to 30 location names
compounded with Freyja. Three of these place names ap-
pear to derive from *Freyjuhof ('Freyja’s hof'), whereas
the goddess’s name is frequently otherwise compounded
with words for 'meadow' (such as -þveit, -land) and sim-
ilar land formations. These toponyms are attested most
commonly on the west coast though a high frequency is
found in the southeast.[44]
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Place names containing Freyja are yet more numer-
ous and varied in Sweden, where they are widely dis-
tributed. A particular concentration is recorded in Up-
pland, among which a number derive from the above-
mentioned *Freyjuvé and also *Freyjulundr ('Freyja’s
sacred grove'), place names that indicate public worship
of Freyja. In addition, a variety of place names (such as
Frøal and Fröale) have been seen as containing an ele-
ment cognate to Gothic alhs and Old English ealh ('tem-
ple'), although these place names may be otherwise in-
terpreted. In addition, Frejya appears as a compound
element with a variety of words for geographic features
such as fields, meadows, lakes, and natural objects such
as rocks.[45]

The Freyja name Hörn appears in the Swedish place
names Härnevi and Järnevi, stemming from the recon-
structed Old Norse place name *Hörnar-vé (meaning
“Hörn’s vé").[46]

5 Archaeological record and his-
toric depictions

A 7th-century phalara found in a “warrior grave” in what
is now Eschwege in northwestern Germany features a fe-
male figure with two large braids flanked by two “cat-like”
beings and holding a staff-like object. This figure has
been interpreted as Freyja.[47] This image may be con-
nected to various B-type bracteates, referred to as the
Fürstenberg-type, that may also depict the goddess; they
“show a female figure, in a short skirt and double-looped
hair, holding a stave or sceptre in her right hand and a
double-cross feature in the left”.[47]

A 12th century depiction of a cloaked but otherwise
nude woman riding a large cat appears on a wall in
the Schleswig Cathedral in Schleswig-Holstein, Northern
Germany. Beside her is similarly a cloaked yet otherwise
nude woman riding a distaff. Due to iconographic simi-
larities to the literary record, these figures have been the-
orized as depictions of Freyja and Frigg respectively.[48]

6 Theories

6.1 Relation to other goddesses and figures

In the Poetic Edda poem Völuspá, a figure by the name
of Gullveig is burnt three times yet is three times re-
born. After her third rebirth, she is known as Heiðr.
This event is generally accepted as precipitating theÆsir–
Vanir War. Starting with scholar Gabriel Turville-Petre,
scholars such as Rudolf Simek, Andy Orchard, and John
Lindow have theorized that Gullveig/Heiðr is the same
figure as Freyja, and that her involvement with the Æsir
somehow led to the events of the Æsir–Vanir War.[49]

Outside of theories connecting Freyja with the goddess
Frigg (see etymology section above), some scholars, such
Hilda Ellis Davidson and Britt-Mari Näsström (sv), have
theorized that other goddesses in Norse mythology, such
as Gefjon, Gerðr, and Skaði, may be forms of Freyja in
different roles and/or ages.[50]

6.2 Receiver of the slain

Freyja and her afterlife field Fólkvangr, where she re-
ceives half of the slain, has been theorized as connected to
the valkyries. Scholar Britt-Mari Näsström points out the
description in Gylfaginning where it is said of Freyja that
“whenever she rides into battle she takes half of the slain,”
and interprets Fólkvangr as “the field of the Warriors”.
Näsström notes that, just like Odin, Freyja receives slain
heroes who have died on the battlefield, and that her
house is Sessrumnir (which she translates as “filled with
many seats”), a dwelling that Näsström posits likely fills
the same function as Valhalla. Näsström comments that
“still, we must ask why there are two heroic paradises in
the Old Norse view of afterlife. It might possibly be a
consequence of different forms of initiation of warriors,
where one part seemed to have belonged to Óðinn and
the other to Freyja. These examples indicate that Freyja
was a war-goddess, and she even appears as a valkyrie,
literally 'the one who chooses the slain'.”[51]

Siegfried Andres Dobat comments that “in her mytho-
logical role as the chooser of half the fallen warriors for
her death realm Fólkvangr, the goddess Freyja, however,
emerges as the mythological role model for the Valkyrjar
[sic] and the dísir.”[52]

6.3 The “Oriental” hypothesis

Gustav Neckel, writing in 1920, connects Freyja to the
Phrygian goddess Cybele. According to Neckel, both
goddesses can be interpreted as “fertility goddesses” and
other potential resemblances have been noted. Some
scholars have suggested that the image of Cybele subse-
quently influenced the iconography of Freyja, the lions
drawing the former’s chariot becoming large cats. These
observation became an extremely common observation
in works regarding Old Norse religion until at least the
early 1990s. In her book-length study of scholarship on
the topic of Freyja, Britt-Mari Näsström (1995) is highly
critical of this deduction; Näsström says that “these 'par-
allels’ are due to sheer ignorance about the characteris-
tics of Cybele; scholars have not troubled to look into
the resemblances and differences between the two god-
desses, if any, in support for their arguments for a com-
mon origin.”[53]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacred_grove
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_names_of_Freyja
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%A4rnevi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A4rnevi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V%C3%A9_(shrine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phalera_(military_decoration)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eschwege
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bracteate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%BCrstenberg-type
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schleswig_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schleswig-Holstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distaff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gullveig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hei%C3%B0r
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86sir%E2%80%93Vanir_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86sir%E2%80%93Vanir_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Turville-Petre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudolf_Simek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Orchard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lindow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lindow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frigg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_Ellis_Davidson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britt-Mari_N%C3%A4sstr%C3%B6m
https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Britt-Mari%2520N%C3%A4sstr%C3%B6m
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gefjon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ger%C3%B0r
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ska%C3%B0i
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%B3lkvangr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sessrumnir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%ADsir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phyrgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cybele


9

Freia—a combination of Freyja and the goddess Iðunn—from
Richard Wagner's opera Der Ring des Nibelungen as illustrated
(1910) by Arthur Rackham

7 Modern influence

Into the modern period, Freyja was treated as a Scandi-
navian counterpart to the Roman Venus in, for example,
Swedish literature, where the goddess may be associated
with romantic love or, conversely, simply as a synonym
for “lust and potency”.[54] In the 18th century, Swedish
poet Carl Michael Bellman referred to Stockholm pros-
titutes as “the children of Fröja”.[55] In the 19th century,
Britt-Mari Näsström observes, Swedish Romanticism fo-
cused less on Freyja’s erotic qualities and more on the im-
age of “the pining goddess, weeping for her husband”.[55]

Freyja is mentioned in the first stanza (“it is called old
Denmark and it is Freja’s hall”) of the civil national an-
them of Denmark, Der er et yndigt land, written by 19th
century Danish poet Adam Gottlob Oehlenschläger in
1819.[56] In addition, Oehlenschläger wrote a comedy en-
titled Freyjas alter (1818) and a poem Freais sal featuring
the goddess.[57]

The 19th century German composer Richard Wagner's
Der Ring des Nibelungen opera cycle features Freia, the
goddess Freyja combined with the apple-bearing goddess
Iðunn.[58]

In late 19th century and early 20th century Northern Eu-
rope, Freyja was the subject of numerous works of art,
including Freyja by H. E. Freund (statue, 1821–1822),
Freja sökande sin make (painting, 1852) by Nils Blom-
mér, Freyjas Aufnahme uner den Göttern (charcoal draw-

ing, 1881), and Frigg; Freyja (drawing, 1883) by Carl
Ehrenberg, Freyja (1901) by Carl Emil Doepler d. J., and
Freyja and the Brisingamen by J. Doyle Penrose (paint-
ing, 1862–1932).[57] Like other Norse goddesses, her
name was applied widely in Scandinavia to, for example,
“sweetmeats or to stout carthorses”.[59] Vanadís, one of
Freyja’s names, is the source of the name of the chemical
element vanadium, so named because of its many colored
compounds.[60]

Starting in the early 1990s, derivatives of Freyja began
to appear as a given name for girls.[59] According to the
Norwegian name database from the Central Statistics Bu-
reau, around 800 women have Frøya (the modern, Nor-
wegian spelling of the godess’ name) as a first name in the
country. There are several similiar names that likely have
the same origin, such as the more widespread Frøydis.
Freyja is one of the incarnated godesses in the New
Zealand comedy/drama "The Almighty Johnsons". The
part of “Agnetha/Freyja” is played by Alison Bruce[61]

8 Popular culture

Black metal composer Gleb Poro has a track named
“Freija”.

9 See also

• List of Germanic deities

10 Notes
[1] Orel (2003:112).

[2] Grundy (1998:56–66).

[3] Grundy (1998:57).

[4] Larrington (1996:7).

[5] Larrington (1999:53).

[6] Larrington (1990:84 and 90).

[7] Thorpe (1866:62).

[8] Bellows (1923:175).

[9] Larrington (1999:98).

[10] Thorpe (1866:64).

[11] Bellows (1923:177).

[12] Larrington (1999:99–100).

[13] Larrington (1999:100–101).

[14] Larrington (1999:206).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%C3%B0unn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Wagner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Der_Ring_des_Nibelungen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Rackham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Michael_Bellman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stockholm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Der_er_et_yndigt_land
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Gottlob_Oehlenschl%C3%A4ger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Wagner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Der_Ring_des_Nibelungen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%C3%B0unn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermann_Ernst_Freund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nils_Blomm%C3%A9r
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nils_Blomm%C3%A9r
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Ehrenberg_(illustrator)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Ehrenberg_(illustrator)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Emil_Doepler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Doyle_Penrose
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_element
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_element
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanadium
http://www.ssb.no/navn/
http://www.ssb.no/navn/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Almighty_Johnsons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alison_Bruce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Germanic_deities


10 11 REFERENCES

[15] Thorpe (1866:108).

[16] Bellows (1936:221).

[17] Faulkes (1995:24).

[18] Faulkes (1995:29–30).

[19] Faulkes (1995:35–36).

[20] Faulkes (1995:50).

[21] Faulkes (1995:59).

[22] Faulkes (1995:60).

[23] Faulkes (1995:75–76).

[24] Faulkes (1995:68).

[25] Faulkes (1995:85).

[26] Faulkes (1995:86).

[27] Faulkes (1995:95).

[28] Faulkes (1995:119).

[29] Faulkes (1995:98).

[30] Faulkes (1995:157).

[31] Hollander (2007:8).

[32] Hollander (2007:14).

[33] Scudder (2001:151).

[34] Tunstall (2005).

[35] Morris (1911:127).

[36] Morris (1911:128).

[37] Morris (1911:128–129).

[38] Morris (1911:129).

[39] Näsström (1995:21).

[40] For Freyja in Iceland, see Flowers (1989:73 and 80). For
Freyja in Sweden, see Schön (2004:227–228).

[41] Schön (2004:227–228).

[42] Schön (2004:228).

[43] Simek (2007:91) and Turville-Petre (1964:178–179).

[44] Turville-Petre (1964:178).

[45] Turville-Petre (1964:178–179).

[46] Simek (2007:156-157) and Turville-Petre (1964:178).

[47] Gaimster (1998:54-55).

[48] Jones and Pennick (1995:144—145).

[49] Simek (2007:123–124), Lindow (2002:155), andOrchard
(1997:67).

[50] Davidson (1998:85–86).

[51] Näsström (1999:61).

[52] Dobat (2006:186).

[53] Näsström (1995:23-24).

[54] Näsström (1995:21-22)

[55] Näsström (1995:21)

[56] Andersen (1899:157).

[57] Simek (2007:91).

[58] Simek (2007:90).

[59] Näsström 1995:22

[60] Wiberg, Wiberg, and Holleman (2001:1345). A suburb
of Minneapolis, MN, an area settled heavily by Scandina-
vians, is called “Vanadis Heights.”

[61] “The Almighty Johnsons”. http://www.tv3.co.nz/
0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/
69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/
2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-
A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415.

11 References

• Andersen, Vilhelm (1899). Adam Oehlenschläger:
et livs poesi. Nordiske forlag, E. Bojesen. (Danish)

• Bellows, Henry Adams (Trans.) (1923). The Poetic
Edda. American-Scandinavian Foundation.

• Davidson, Hilda Ellis (1998). Roles of the Northern
Goddess. Routledge. ISBN 0-415-13611-3

• Dobat, Siegfried Andres (2006). "Bridging mythol-
ogy and belief: Viking Age functional culture as
a reflection of the belief in divine intervention"
in Andren, A.; Jennbert, K.; Raudvere, C. Old
Norse Religion in Long Term Perspectives: Origins,
Changes and Interactions, an International Confer-
ence in Lund, Sweden, June 3–7, 2004. Nordic Aca-
demic Press. ISBN 91-89116-81-X

• Faulkes, Anthony (Trans.) (1995). Edda.
Everyman. ISBN 0-460-87616-3

• Gaimster, Märit (1998). Vendel Period Bracteates
on Gotland. Almqvist & Wiksell International.
ISBN 91-22-01790-9

• Grundy, Stephan (1998). “Freyja and Frigg”. In
Billington, Sandra; Green, Miranda. The Concept
of the Goddess. Routledge. ISBN 0-415-19789-9.

• Hollander, Lee Milton (Trans.) (2007).
Heimskringla: History of the Kings of Norway.
University of Texas Press. ISBN 978-0-292-73061-
8

http://www.tv3.co.nz/0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415
http://www.tv3.co.nz/0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415
http://www.tv3.co.nz/0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415
http://www.tv3.co.nz/0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415
http://www.tv3.co.nz/0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415
http://www.tv3.co.nz/0108---I-Can-Give-You-Frigg/tabid/1737/articleID/69747/Default.aspx#http://cdn.tv3.co.nz/tv/AM/2011/3/28/69747/TAJ-ep8a-(Alison-Bruce-as-A.jpg?crop=auto&maxwidth=620&maxheight=415
http://books.google.com/books?id=-gUTAAAAMAAJ&dq=Der%2520er%2520et%2520yndigt%2520land%2520freja&lr=&pg=PA157#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=-gUTAAAAMAAJ&dq=Der%2520er%2520et%2520yndigt%2520land%2520freja&lr=&pg=PA157#v=onepage&q=&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Adams_Bellows_(businessman)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_Ellis_Davidson
http://books.google.com/books?id=9IAyyYi0OC4C&printsec=frontcover&dq=Roles+of+the+Northern+Goddess#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=9IAyyYi0OC4C&printsec=frontcover&dq=Roles+of+the+Northern+Goddess#v=onepage&q=&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Routledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0415136113
http://books.google.com/books?id=gjq6rvoIRpAC&pg=PA184
http://books.google.com/books?id=gjq6rvoIRpAC&pg=PA184
http://books.google.com/books?id=gjq6rvoIRpAC&pg=PA184
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/918911681X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Everyman%2527s_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0460876163
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9122017909
http://books.google.com/books?id=IoW9yhkrFJoC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=IoW9yhkrFJoC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Routledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-415-19789-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Milton_Hollander
http://books.google.com/books?id=qHpwje7-wNkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Heimskringla:+History+of+the+Kings+of+Norway&lr=#v=onepage&q=&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Texas_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780292730618
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780292730618


11

• Flowers, Stephen (1989). The Galdrabók: An Ice-
landic Grimoire. Samuel Weiser, Inc. ISBN 0-
87728-685-X

• Larrington, Carolyne (Trans.) (1999). The Po-
etic Edda. Oxford University Press. ISBN 0-19-
283946-2

• Lindow, John (2002). Norse Mythology: A Guide to
the Gods, Heroes, Rituals, and Beliefs. Oxford Uni-
versity Press. ISBN 0-19-515382-0

• Jones, Prudence and Pennick, Nigel (1995). A His-
tory of Pagan Europe. Routledge. 9780415091367

• Morris, William (Trans.). Morris, May. (1911).
The Collected Works of William Morris: Volume X,
Three Northern Love Stories and the Tale of Beowulf.
Longmans Green and Company.

• Näsström, Britt-Mari (1995). Freyja - the Great
Goddess of the North. Almqvist & Wiksell Inter-
national. ISBN 91-22-01694-5

• Näsström, Britt-Mari (1999). "Freyja – The Triva-
lent Goddess" in Sand, Reenberg Erik; Sørensen,
Jørgen Podemann (1999). Comparative Studies in
History of Religions: Their Aim, Scrope and Validity.
Museum Tusculanum Press. ISBN 87-7289-533-0

• Orchard, Andy (1997). Dictionary of Norse Myth
and Legend. Cassell. ISBN 0-304-34520-2

• Orel, Vladimir (2003). A Handbook of Germanic
Etymology. Brill Publishers. ISBN 90 04 12875 1

• Schön, Ebbe (2004). Asa-Tors hammare, Gudar
och jättar i tro och tradition. Fält & Hässler, Vär-
namo. (Swedish)

• Scudder, Bernard (Trans.) (2001). “Egils saga” as
collected in various (2001). The Sagas of Icelanders.
Penguin Group. ISBN 0-14-100003-1

• Simek, Rudolf (2007) translated by Angela Hall.
Dictionary of Northern Mythology. D.S. Brewer.
ISBN 0-85991-513-1

• Thorpe, Benjamin (Trans.) (1866). The Elder Edda
of Saemund Sigfusson. Norrœna Society.

• Tunstall, Peter (Trans.) (2005). The Saga of Half
& His Heroes. Retrieved December 24, 2009.

• Turville-Petre, E. O. G. (1964). Myth and Religion
of the North: The Religion of Ancient Scandinavia.
Holt, Rinehart and Winston.

• Wiberg, Egon. Wiberg, Nils. Holleman, Arnold
Frederick (2001). Holleman-Wiberg’s Inorganic
Chemistry. Academic Press. ISBN 0-12-352651-5

12 External links
• Media related to Freyja at Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Flowers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Wheel/Weiser/Conari
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/087728685X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/087728685X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_University_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0192839462
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0192839462
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lindow
http://books.google.com/books?id=KlT7tv3eMSwC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_navlinks_s#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=KlT7tv3eMSwC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_navlinks_s#v=onepage&q=&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_University_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_University_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0195153820
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigel_Pennick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Routledge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_Morris
http://books.google.com/books?id=2IkEAQAAIAAJ&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=2IkEAQAAIAAJ&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9122016945
http://books.google.com/books?id=TU_H79-CtucC&pg=PA57
http://books.google.com/books?id=TU_H79-CtucC&pg=PA57
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/8772895330
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orion_Publishing_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0304345202
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Orel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brill_Publishers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9004128751
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebbe_Sch%C3%B6n
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penguin_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0141000031
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudolf_Simek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boydell_&_Brewer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0859915131
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Thorpe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norr%C5%93na_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Turville-Petre
http://books.google.com/books?id=Mtth5g59dEIC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Mtth5g59dEIC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0123526515
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Freyja


12 13 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

13 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

13.1 Text
• Freyja Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freyja?oldid=637223745 Contributors: Mav, Bryan Derksen, Sjc, Christian List, PierreAbbat,
Ben-Zin, Hephaestos, JohnOwens, Nixdorf, Liftarn, Egil, Ihcoyc, TUF-KAT, Jallan, Haukurth, Wetman, Robbot, PBS, Sam Spade, Ashley
Y, Henrygb, Puckly, Desmay, Mulukhiyya, Xanzzibar, Fabiform, DocWatson42, Gtrmp, Nunh-huh, Wiglaf, Eequor, Critto, Chameleon,
Latitudinarian, Mr d logan, Sonjaaa, Danny Rathjens, Antandrus, Tail, Remino, Io, Warfieldian, ,أحمد Rich Farmbrough, Bishonen,
Triskaideka, Dbachmann, El C, PhilHibbs, Peter Greenwell, Bobo192, Key45, Johnkarp, Maxdillon, SpeedyGonsales, Aquillion, Eri-
tain, Vanished user 19794758563875, Jumbuck, Rh, Svartalf, DreamGuy, Hijiri88, Waldir, Dpv, Rjwilmsi, Salleman, Nandesuka, Matt
Deres, Yamamoto Ichiro, FlaBot, Eubot, Stoph, Mathiastck, Snarkibartfast, M7bot, Chobot, DaGizza, Sharkface217, Tone, The Rambling
Man, Satanael, YurikBot, Wavelength, Borgx, Muchness, Pigman, Gaius Cornelius, Theelf29, Pseudomonas, Bloodofox, Welsh, Brad
Eleven, Thiseye, Retired username, Asarelah, Lucky number 49, Dylankidwell, AdamFunk, Orioane, Canley, Sarefo, Tevildo, Katieh5584,
NeilN, Esthanya, Sardanaphalus, SmackBot, Classicfilms, Tom Lougheed, Wakuran, TharkunColl, Habasi, Donama, Chris the speller,
H2ppyme, Rex Germanus, Enkyklios, Hibernian, Sadads, WeniWidiWiki, Theilert, Springeragh, Grhabyt, Lpgeffen, Snowgrouse, Sasha-
toBot, Kuru, RandomCritic, Neddyseagoon, Midnightblueowl, MTSbot, Caiaffa, Brianbarrtt, GDallimore, Martin Kozák, CmdrObot,
Cerdic, Khatru2, ST47, Tkynerd, Sigo, Gnfnrf, PamD, Mbrutus, Missvain, Eilev G. Myhren, Escarbot, Oreo Priest, AntiVandalBot,
Flibjib8, Figma, Sluzzelin, JAnDbot, Barek, Dsp13, BeastmasterGeneral, Sigurd Dragon Slayer, MegX, Bongwarrior, T@nn, Singularity,
Jvhertum, Berig, Simon Peter Hughes, WLU, Frazzzle, CommonsDelinker, J.delanoy, Pharaoh of the Wizards, R powers, Blacklazarus,
Neotribal42, Jasper33, Cmbankester, Thorgis, P4k, Rosenknospe, 83d40m, Bonadea, Idioma-bot, Deor, Enubis, RuneStorm, TXiKiBoT,
GroveGuy, Godingo, Bass fishing physicist, Pigslookfunny, Nedrutland, Thefirstfirefox, AlleborgoBot, Archwyrm, SieBot, Anyep, Yon-
aBot, Cameron1992, Momo san, AngelOfSadness, Jokeaccount, Lightmouse, KathrynLybarger, Freya Worshiper, Alatari, Lucky number
47, Myth Researcher, Shrine Maiden, ACookie, Escape Orbit, Caspiax, Keinstein, SlackerMom, ClueBot, Neko Mimi Mode, Deanlaw,
Knepflerle, Saddhiyama, Evighet, Mild Bill Hiccup, DiasJuturna, DragonBot, Leontios, NuclearWarfare, Kit Berg, Cameronia, Jpdaelin,
XLinkBot, BodhisattvaBot, WikHead, Gts phl, Willking1979, AVand, Tcncv, Atethnekos, Holt, Diablokrom, CanadianLinuxUser, Ba-
belStone, Nordisk varg, LemmeyBOT, Elen of the Roads, Tassedethe, Tide rolls, Avono, Thebiggnome, Legobot, Luckas-bot, Yobot,
Bunnyhop11, Yngvadottir, Victoriaearle, Anypodetos, Eric-Wester, AnomieBOT, JackieBot, Nighty22, Maxis ftw, Randomguy54321,
LilHelpa, Olscaife, Omnipaedista, RibotBOT, Philip72, Kenchikuka, Freycram, LucienBOT, Cyberwitchy, Freyja1331, HRoestBot,
BigDwiki, Kibi78704, Lotje, Andraste315, Aoidh, EmausBot, ZéroBot, Brothernight, Obotlig, Sahimrobot, ChuispastonBot, AgentSniff,
Titania79, Eclectic Angel, ClueBot NG, CocuBot, KarmicCharlie, Helpful Pixie Bot, Tblissing79, Häxa-gudinna, Lambant, Whencrazybee,
Shyguy76767, 4msuperstars, United States Man, Klilidiplomus, Illumimason, GamingWithStatoke, Thelivingparadox, Magicwoman415,
Super sailr, Smilerreborn, Ande315, Baugrzip, Geordiehorse, Ringler.dk, Mushroommunch, Hazelares, Perksdice, Csemerick, Ginsuloft,
Spurofatonement, Jackmcbarn, ThormodMorrisson, Freyjajaja478, TonyaCole99, Freyjathepoo, Spoderman.sweg, Cartmen23 and Anony-
mous: 332

13.2 Images
• File:Ah,_what_a_lovely_maid_it_is!_by_Elmer_Boyd_Smith.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/
Ah%2C_what_a_lovely_maid_it_is%21_by_Elmer_Boyd_Smith.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Page 122 of Brown, Abbie
Farwell (1902). “In the Days of Giants: A Book of Norse Tales” Illustrations by E. Boyd Smith. Houghton, Mifflin & Co. Original artist:
Elmer Boyd Smith

• File:Freia_Gestures_to_Hyndla_by_Frølich.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Freia_Gestures_to_
Hyndla_by_Fr%C3%B8lich.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Published in Gjellerup, Karl (1895). Den ældre Eddas Gudesange.
Photographed from a 2001 reprint by bloodofox (talk · contribs). Original artist: Lorenz Frølich

• File:Freya_(1901)_by_Anders_Zorn.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Freya_%281901%29_by_
Anders_Zorn.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: ZORN, ANDERS: SJÄLVBIOGRAFISKA ANTECKNINGAR Author: Sand-
ström, Birgitta Original artist: Anders Zorn

• File:Freya_and_Heimdall_by_Blommer.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Freya_and_Heimdall_by_
Blommer.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Sv: Original artist: Nils Blommér

• File:Freya_by_C._E._Doepler.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Freya_by_C._E._Doepler.jpg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Wägner, Wilhelm. 1882. Nordisch-germanische Götter und Helden. Otto Spamer, Leipzig & Berlin.
Page 214. Original artist: Carl Emil Doepler (1824-1905)

• File:Freyja_in_the_dwarfs’{}_cave.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Freyja_in_the_dwarfs%27_
cave.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: The Heroes of Asgard : Tales from Scandinavian Mythology / by A. & E. Keary
with illustrations by Huard. London, Macmillan and co. and New York. 1891 Republished online by the Baldwin Project at http:
//www.mainlesson.com/display.php?author=keary&book=asgard&story=_contents - this specific image was obtained from http://www.
mainlesson.com/books/keary/asgard/front3.gif and processed slightly with the GIMP. Second upload (higher resolution) from the Internet
Archive: http://www.archive.org/details/heroesofasgardta00keariala Original artist: Louis Huard (1813-1874) (the book only credits the
artist as Huard, it took some Googling to establish more [1][2][3][4]

• File:Hyndla_og_Freia_by_Frølich.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Hyndla_og_Freia_by_Fr%C3%
B8lich.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Published in Gjellerup, Karl (1895). Den ældre Eddas Gudesange. Photographed from a
2001 reprint by bloodofox (talk · contribs). Original artist: Lorenz Frølich

• File:John_Bauer-Freja.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/John_Bauer-Freja.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: www.uppsalaauktion.se Original artist: John Bauer

• File:Lokasenna_by_Lorenz_Frølich.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Lokasenna_by_Lorenz_Fr%
C3%B8lich.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Published in Gjellerup, Karl (1895). Den ældre Eddas Gudesange, page 185. Original
artist: Lorenz Frølich

• File:Polygala_vulgaris_290504.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/Polygala_vulgaris_290504.jpg Li-
cense: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freyja?oldid=637223745
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Ah%252C_what_a_lovely_maid_it_is%2521_by_Elmer_Boyd_Smith.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Ah%252C_what_a_lovely_maid_it_is%2521_by_Elmer_Boyd_Smith.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Freia_Gestures_to_Hyndla_by_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Freia_Gestures_to_Hyndla_by_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Bloodofox
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Freya_%25281901%2529_by_Anders_Zorn.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Freya_%25281901%2529_by_Anders_Zorn.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Freya_and_Heimdall_by_Blommer.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Freya_and_Heimdall_by_Blommer.jpg
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bild:Heimdall_%25C3%25B6fverl%25C3%25A4mnar_till_Freya_smycket_Bryfing_%25281845%2529_av_Nils_Blomm%25C3%25A9r.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Freya_by_C._E._Doepler.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Freyja_in_the_dwarfs%2527_cave.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/Freyja_in_the_dwarfs%2527_cave.jpg
http://www.mainlesson.com/display.php?author=keary&book=asgard&story=_contents
http://www.mainlesson.com/display.php?author=keary&book=asgard&story=_contents
http://www.mainlesson.com/books/keary/asgard/front3.gif
http://www.mainlesson.com/books/keary/asgard/front3.gif
http://www.archive.org/details/heroesofasgardta00keariala
http://www.dmvi.cardiff.ac.uk/searchResults.asp?IllustrationArtistConcern=Louis+Huard
http://authorandbookinfo.com/ngcoba/hu1.htm
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Heroes-Asgard-Annie-Keary/dp/B0014NHP00
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupname?key=Huard%252C%2520L.%252C%2520d.%25201874
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Hyndla_og_Freia_by_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Hyndla_og_Freia_by_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Bloodofox
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/John_Bauer-Freja.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Lokasenna_by_Lorenz_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d9/Lokasenna_by_Lorenz_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/Polygala_vulgaris_290504.jpg


13.3 Content license 13

• File:Ring5.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Ring5.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: The im-
mediate source of this image as uploaded to the Wikimedia Commons is: [1]
Original artist: Arthur Rackham

• File:Rye_field.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a1/Rye_field.jpg License: GFDL Contributors: Own work
Original artist: User:Neurovelho

13.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Ring5.jpg
http://www.artpassions.net/cgi-bin/rackham.pl?../galleries/rackham/ring/ring5.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a1/Rye_field.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Neurovelho
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Etymology
	Attestations
	Poetic Edda
	Prose Edda
	Heimskringla
	Other

	Post-Christianization and Scandinavian folklore
	Eponyms
	Archaeological record and historic depictions
	Theories
	Relation to other goddesses and figures
	Receiver of the slain
	The ˝Oriental˛ hypothesis

	Modern influence
	Popular culture
	See also
	Notes
	References
	External links 
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


