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Harihara

For the city in Karnataka, India, see Harihar. For the
founder of the Vijayanagara Empire, see Harihara I.
Harihara (Sanskrit: हĭरहर) is the name of a combined

Vishnu (left half—blue) and Shiva (right half—white)

deity form of both Vishnu (Hari) and Shiva (Hara) from
the Hindu tradition. Also known as Shankaranarayana
(“Shankara” is Shiva, and “Narayana” is Vishnu), Har-
ihara is thus worshipped by both Vaishnavites and
Shaivites as a form of the Supreme God, as well as being
a figure of worship for other Hindu traditions in general.
Harihara is also sometimes used as a philosophical term
to denote the unity of Vishnu and Shiva as different as-
pects of the same SupremeGod. The exact nature of both
Vishnu and Shiva (from their associated stories in Vedic
and Puranic scriptures), and their position of difference
or unity (or both), is a subject of some debate amongst
the different philosophical schools.

1 Different concepts

Due to the fluid and diverse nature of Hinduism there are
a wide variety of beliefs and traditions associated with
both Vishnu and Shiva. Some schools hold that only
Vishnu (including his associated Avatars) is the Supreme
God, and others that Shiva (including his different incar-
nations) is actually the Supreme being. Some argue that

Vishnu (left half, holding disc) and Shiva (lighter coloured half,
holding trident) combined in a single murthi form, along with
Lakshmi and Parvati

both Shiva and Vishnu are the Supreme God—both be-
ing different aspects of the one person; and there are oth-
ers still who regard the Supreme God as being ultimately
formless (advaita, no material form) and thus see both
Vishnu and Shiva as different facets of the one formless
Brahman, with no material form.
Depending on which scriptures (and translations) are
quoted, evidence is available to support each of the dif-
ferent arguments. In most cases, even if one personality
is taken as being superior over the other, much respect is
still offered to both Vishnu and Shiva by the other’s wor-
shippers (i.e. Shiva is still regarded as being above the
level of an ordinary jiva and 'the greatest of the Vaish-
navas’ by Vaishnavas who worship only Vishnu).[1]

1.1 One and the same

Sivananda states: “Shiva and Vishnu are one and the same
entity. They are essentially one and the same. They
are the names given to the different aspects of the all-
pervading Supreme Parabrahman the Supreme Being or
the Absolute. ‘Sivasya hridayam vishnur-vishnoscha hri-
dayam sivah—Vishnu is the heart of Siva and likewise
Siva is the heart of Vishnu’.”
Swaminarayan holds that Vishnu and Shiva are differ-
ent aspects of the same God.[2][3][4] Notably, the Swami-
narayan view is a minority view among Vaishnavites, but
the dominant view in contemporary Hinduism which fol-
lows the Smarta view in general.[5]
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2 Depiction in art

Statue of Harihara. This statue is the mortuary deified
portrayal of King Kertarajasa, the first king of Majapahit
(1293-1309) from the temple Candi Simping in East
Java.

Harihara sculpture, British Museum. The left half
represents Shiva (with the Trishula) and the right half
represents Vishnu (with the Chakra and Conch).

Harihara is depicted in art as split down the middle,
one half representing Shiva, the other half representing
Vishnu. The Shiva half will have the matted locks of a
yogic master piled high on his head and sometimes will
wear a tiger skin, reserved for the most revered ascetics.
Shiva’s pale skin may be read as ash-covered in his role
as an ascetic. The Vishnu half will wear a tall crown and
other jewelry, representing his responsibility for main-
taining world order. Vishnu’s black skin represents ho-
liness. Broadly, these distinctions serve to represent the
duality of humble religious influence in the ascetic and

authoritative secular power in the king or householder.[6]
However, in other aspects Shiva also takes on the authori-
tative position of householder, a position which is directly
at odds with the ascetic position depicted in his Harihara
manifestation.There is a beautiful Idol of Harihara in Bi-
rasini temple of Birsinghpur Pali District -Umaria (M.P.)

3 See also
• Ardhanari

• Lingaraj Temple

• Trimurti
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5 External links

5.1 Nature of Shiva and Vishnu

• Shiva and Vishnu as One and the Same (dlshq.org)

5.2 Harihara images

• Harihara - Photograph of Carving from Hoysalesh-
vara Temple, Halebid (art-and-archaeology.com)
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