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Hiawatha

This article is about the co-founder of the Iroquois Con-
federacy. For the fictional character in the poem by
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, see The Song of Hi-
awatha. For other uses, see Hiawatha (disambiguation).
Hiawatha (also known as Ayenwatha, Aiionwatha, or

“Hiawatha” by Thomas Eakins.

Haiëñ'wa'tha; Onondaga)[1] was a pre-historical Native
American leader and co-founder of the Iroquois confed-
eracy. Depending on the version of the narrative he was
a leader of the Onondaga, or the Mohawk or both. Ac-
cording to some versions he was born an Onondaga, but
adopted into the Mohawk.
Hiawatha was a follower of The Great Peacemaker (De-
ganawida), a Huron prophet and spiritual leader who
proposed the unification of the Iroquois peoples, who
shared common ancestry and similar languages. The
Great Peacemaker was a compelling spiritual presence,
but was impeded in evangelizing his prophecy by foreign
affiliation and a severe speech impediment. Hiawatha, a
skilled and charismatic orator, was instrumental in per-
suading the Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneidas and
Mohawks to accept the Great Peacemaker’s vision and
band together to become the Five Nations of the Iroquois
confederacy. The Tuscarora nation joined the Confeder-
acy in 1722 to become the Sixth Nation.

1 Eclipse

In attempting to date the Great Peacemaker and Hi-
awatha, focus has come to an incident related to the
founding of the Iroquois Confederacy, their life work.
One rendition of the oral history eventually written down

by scholars involves a division among the Seneca nation,
the last Indian nation to join the confederacy. A violent
confrontation began and was suddenly stopped when the
sun darkened and it seemed like night. Scholars have
successively studied the possibilities of this being a so-
lar eclipse since 1902 whenWilliam Canfield wrote Leg-
ends of the Iroquois; told by “the Cornplanter”.[2]
Successive other scholars who mention it were (chrono-
logically): Paul A. W. Wallace,[3] Elizabeth Tooker,[4]
Bruce E. Johansen,[5][6] Dean R. Snow,[7] Barbara A.
Mann and Jerry L. Fields,[8] William N. Fenton,[9] David
Henige,[10] Gary Warrick,[11] and Neta Crawford.[12]

Since Canfield’s first mention,[2] and the majority
view,[3][4][7][9][11] scholars have supported the 1451AD
date[13] for the plausible solar eclipse mention. Some ar-
gue it is an insufficient fit for the description and favor
1142AD[5][8][14] while a few question the whole idea.[10]

Archeological supporting arguments have progressed. In
1982 Dean Snow considered the mainstream view of
the archeology to not support dates before 1350AD.[7]
By 1998 Fenton considered it unlikely but possible after
1000AD.[9] By 2007/8 reviews considered it clearly pos-
sible even if most still supported the 1451AD as the safe
choice.[11][12]

2 Hiawatha Belt

The Hiawatha Belt

The Hiawatha Belt is made of 6,574 wampum beads -
38 rows by 173 columns and has 892 white and 5,682
purple beads. The purple represents the sky or universe
that surrounds us, while the white represents purity and
Good Mind (good thoughts, forgiveness and understand-
ing). The belt symbolizes these Five Nations from west to
east in their respective territories across New York state:
Seneca (keepers of the western door), Cayuga (People
of the Swamp), Onondaga (Keepers of the Fire), Oneida
(People of the Standing Stone) and Mohawk (keeper of
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2 5 NOTES

the eastern door)—by open squares of white beads with
the central figure signifying a tree or heart. The white
open squares are connected by a white band that has no
beginning or end, representing all time now and forever.
The band, however, does not cross through the center of
each nation, meaning that each nation is supported and
unified by a common bond and that each is separate in its
own identity and domain. The open center also signifies
the idea of a fort protected on all sides, but open in the
center, symbolizing an open heart and mind within.

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy flag

The tree figure signifies the Onondaga Nation, capital of
the League and home to the central council fire. It was
on the shores of Onondaga Lake where the message of
peace was “planted” and the hatchets were buried. From
this tree four white roots sprouted, carrying the message
of unity and peace to the four directions.
The Hiawatha Belt has been dated to the mid-18th cen-
tury. Near its center it contains a bead made of colonial
lead glass. It is believed the design is as old as the league
itself and that the present belt is not the original.[15]

The Hiawatha Belt forms the basis of the flag of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, created in the 1980s. It
is the central device in the design on the reverse of the
U.S. 2010 Native American dollar (also known as the
Sacagawea dollar). It is also included in the logo of the
Hamilton Nationals, a Major League Lacrosse team.

3 Popular culture
• In 1940, plans for a film about the historical Hi-
awatha by Monogram Pictures were scrapped. The
reason given was that Hiawatha’s peacemaker role
could be seen as communist propaganda.[16][17]

• A film was released in 1997 based on the Longfel-
low poem. It was a joint production of the U.S. and
Canada, filmed in Ontario, Canada.[18]

• The story of Hiawatha was dramatized by Tale Spin-
ners for Children (UAC 11054) with Jordan Malek.

• Hiawatha is the leader of the Iroquois in Age of Em-
pires III, Civilization III, and Civilization V.

• British band Everything Everything released the
song Hiawatha Doomed as an iTunes bonus track
for their album Man Alive. Hiawatha is one of the
lead tribes in Mississauga.

• The 26.66-mile (42.91 km) Hiawatha bike trail in
northern Idaho and Montana is over a former rail-
road right-of-way on old bridges and through old
tunnels.[19]

• A52-foot (16m) tall, 16,000 lb (7,300 kg) fiberglass
statue of Hiawatha was built in 1964 and stands in
Ironwood, MI. It is billed as the “World’s Tallest and
Largest Indian”.[20]

• Hiawatha National Forest is a 894,836-acre
(362,127 ha) National Forest in the Upper Penin-
sula of Michigan.[21]

• Amtrak, a railroad serving the continental United
States and parts of Canada, has a train called
"Hiawatha Service" which runs several times daily
between Chicago, IL and Milwaukee, WI.[22]

• Hiawatha is the subject of British glam rock The
Sweet's 1972 hit, "Wig-Wam Bam", which tells a
story of how he is seduced by Minnehaha.

• The Island of Hiawatha is the former name of the
Toronto Islands.[23]

• “Hiawatha’s Vision” is the first track on country
singer Johnny Cash's 1965 album, Sings the Bal-
lads of the True West. The song tells the story
of Hiawatha’s defense of The Great Peacemaker’s
prophecy.

4 See also
• The Song of Hiawatha
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• Google Books overview of Ancient Society

• The Great Peacemaker Deganawidah and his fol-
lower Hiawatha Theater play by Living Wisdom
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http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=UrmLQ_taPD4C&dq=Morgan+%2522Ancient+Society%2522&source=gbs_navlinks_s
http://vimeo.com/livingwisdomschool/deganawidah-and-hiawatha
http://vimeo.com/livingwisdomschool/deganawidah-and-hiawatha
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=6872698
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Find_a_Grave


5

8 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

8.1 Text
• Hiawatha Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiawatha?oldid=634759899 Contributors: SimonP, DavidLevinson, Ihcoyc, Ellywa, Docu,
Schneelocke, Jengod, Mulad, Topbanana, Mackensen, Raul654, Dpbsmith, Bearcat, Postdlf, Rholton, Auric, Sunray, Decumanus, Bfinn,
Everyking, Bkonrad, Madmagic, OverlordQ, MisfitToys, Sketchy, Discospinster, Florian Blaschke, Smalljim, Giraffedata, Mareino,
Frank101, Alansohn, Wiki-uk, VladimirKorablin, LiquidXY, Mcsee, Alcoved id, Cuchullain, Chenxlee, FlaBot, Str1977, Tone, YurikBot,
TexasAndroid, Anglius, Milena Popovic, RussBot, Shell Kinney, Irishguy, Cholmes75, Bobak, Asarelah, Smkolins, 21655, KingKane,
Mastercampbell, Pankkake, SmackBot, Thaagenson, CJLippert, Herostratus, McGeddon, Gjs238, Gilliam, Brianski, Hmains, Hiber-
nian, Gyrobo, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Robhmac, OrphanBot, Cybercobra, Richard0612, Curly Turkey, Ohconfucius, Nareek,
Treyt021, GarrisonLeMasters, Citicat, Eastfrisian, Revcasy, Big Bad Baby, Yarnalgo, Cydebot, Thijs!bot, Epbr123, Marek69, Philippe,
Escarbot, SnoopingAsUsual, AntiVandalBot, Goldenrowley, Midnightdreary, Mr. G. Williams, Bencherlite, JNW, Mclay1, ClovisPt, Ed-
ward321, TheRanger, MartinBot, J.delanoy, Natty4bumpo, FJPB, Miskwito, KylieTastic, Jevansen, DASonnenfeld, VolkovBot, Johnny
Au, Philip Trueman, Martin451, Ashlandchemist, Wrifraff101, Wenli, TonyPS214, Truthanado, Deconstructhis, Nihil novi, Jlmiranda75,
Matthew Yeager, Jordan121494, MachoMan2084, John robie, Flyer22, Mimihitam, Bob98133, Johnson487682, BradMajors, Denisarona,
Cbradshaw, ClueBot, Foofbun, Blanchardb, Parkwells, Puchiko, Excirial, Wynford, Eastonatti, Nimptsch, Addbot, Narayansg, Canadi-
anLinuxUser, TIAA Is An Acronym, GreatLakesdemocracy, Lightbot, Morburre, Luckas-bot, Yobot, 2D, Tempodivalse, AnomieBOT,
Ulric1313, Materialscientist, Srich32977, Plot Spoiler, Paine Ellsworth, Dogposter, Hipizard, Pinethicket, Lars Washington, MastiBot,
Sumone10154, Kielbasa1, ThinkEnemies, Thelema418, Tbhotch, Manselton, Guinsoo, Djembayz, Azkm, Thecheesykid, ZéroBot, 11 Ar-
lington, Donner60, Tinbara, Ego White Tray, Plankton5165, Färber, O1huthhes, ClueBot NG, Helpful Pixie Bot, BG19bot, Lo Ximiendo,
WalkingwithGod, APerson, Hiawattha, Lugia2453, Ilike4chan, Greemble2, Richard Yin and Anonymous: 193

8.2 Images
• File:Featured_article_star.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Featured_article_star.svg License: CC-
BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Booyabazooka

• File:Flag_of_the_Iroquois_Confederacy.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Flag_of_the_Iroquois_
Confederacy.svg License: Public domain Contributors: This vector image was created with Inkscape Original artist: Himasaram, Zscout370

• File:Hiawatha.gif Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Hiawatha.gif License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors:
Originally from nl.wikipedia; description page is/was here. Original artist: Original uploader was Junuxx at nl.wikipedia

• File:Hiawatha_-_Eakins.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Hiawatha_-_Eakins.jpg License: Public
domain Contributors: Hirshhorn Museum Original artist: Thomas Eakins

• File:Portal-puzzle.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

8.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiawatha?oldid=634759899
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Featured_article_star.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Booyabazooka
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Flag_of_the_Iroquois_Confederacy.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Flag_of_the_Iroquois_Confederacy.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Inkscape
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Himasaram
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Zscout370
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Hiawatha.gif
http://nl.wikipedia.org/
http://nl.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Image%253AHiawatha.gif
//nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Junuxx
http://nl.wikipedia.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Hiawatha_-_Eakins.jpg
http://hirshhorn.si.edu/visit/collection_object.asp?key=32&subkey=6291
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 هَیاَوَاتاَ

 


	Eclipse
	Hiawatha Belt
	Popular culture
	See also
	Notes
	Further reading
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


