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Jacob Wrestling the Angel

| chose to look at the story of Jacob wrestling the
angel, from Jacob's perspective: | sent my family
across the river (blue), they are the red quarter
circle in the bottom corner, transmitting my color in
the distance, so that | know they are there. They
have not left my thoughts once, despite my current
struggle. A man (pink) was fighting me, the
insignificant little red person, but | resisted his
overcoming me. | then demanded a blessing, which
the angel granted, the yellow triangle emanating
from the sky, above the top of the picture. With the
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have been
transformed
from the
insignificant
little red spec
into a new
person, giant
in scale with a
new name,
Yisrael, the
yellow circle,
representing
the blessing
now inside
me.

From this
experience, |
(Josh) tried to
imagine
myself in
Jacob's shoes,
how he would
feel going up
against an
overpowering
foe, and how
he would feel
once imbued
with a new
name. | tried
to capture the
worry he
would have for
his family, still
in his mind
while wrestling
with the angel.
In addition to
trying to get
inside a
Biblical
character's
thoughts, |
also learned
that there are
unlimited ways
to depict any
given story
through art,
and the artist
needs to hone
in on the way
he would like
to depict the
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and

the
values
he
wants
to
portray.

|

would
use
this
type

of
project
in

a

class
on

the
Bible

or

any
subject
where

|
wanted
my
students
to

put
themselves
in

the
story.

It

has
value

in

that

it
allows
different
types
of
learners
to

learn
text
through
other
means.
It
proves
that
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doesn't

need

to

be

strong
textual
learner

to

learn

text,

but

can

learn
through
art

and
through
action,

in
Gardiner's
terms.
And

as

Jo
Milgrom
writes,
"Homemade
midrash

is
not
art
for
art's
sake;
it

is

form

for
symbol's
sake"
(Milgrom,
14).

By
presenting
this
assignment
not

in

art

class,
and

not

as

an

art
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per

se,
we

can
empower
students
to

be
creative

in

taking
ownership
of

the
Biblical
narrative.
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James (name)

This article is about the given name James. For the surname, see James (surname). For other uses, see James

(disambiguation).
James
Pronunciation | /'dzeimz/ or /' dzeims/
Gender Male
Origin
Meaning Supplanter
Other names
Related names | lacomus, Jaime, Jamie, Giacomo, Jacob, Seumas, Séamus, Hamish, Jimmy, Jim, Jaimie, Diego, Diogo, Tiago, Jimbo

James came into English language from the Old French variation James of the late Latin name lacomus. This was a
dialect variant of lacobus, from the New Testament Greek Taxwpog (Idkobos), from Hebrew 2pu* (Ya‘aqov)
(Jacob). The development lacobus > lacomus is likely a result of nasalization of the o and assimilation to the

following b (i.e., intermediate *lacombus) followed by simplification of the cluster mb through loss of the b.

Diminutives include: Jim, Jimmy, Jimmie, Jamie, Jimbo, and others.

Cognates

Albanian: Jakup, Jakub, Jakob or Jakov

Alemannic: Kobi, Chobi, Jockel, Jakobli (diminutive), Jockeli (diminutive), Joggi

Ambharic: fo&-n (Ya‘aqob)
Arabic: wsix (Ya'qub)

Armenian: 3wynp in TAO and {wynp in RAO (Western: Hagop, Eastern: Hakob)

Asturian: Diegu, Xacobu, Xaime

Azerbaijani: Yaqub

Basque: Jakes, Jakobe (feminized), Jakue, Jagoba, Jago (diminutive)
Belarusian: Jakub, SIky6 (Yakub), Jakat, fIkay (Yakaw)
Biblical Hebrew: Yaakov

Bosnian: Jakub

Breton: Jagu, Jagut, Jacut, Jak, Jakes, Jakez, Jakezig, Jakou
Bulgarian: fkos (Yakov)

Catalan: Jaume, Xaume, Jacme, Jacob, Didac, Santiago
Chinese Simplified: 7 (Zhanmiis1)

Chinese Traditional: BT (Zhanmiist)

Cornish: Jago, Jammes, Jamma

Croatian: Jakov, Jakob, Jaksa

Czech: Jakub, Jakoubek (diminutive), Kuba (diminutive), Kubik (diminutive), Kubicek (diminutive), Kubas

(informal, uncommon), Kubes (informal, uncommon), Kubis (informal, uncommon), Kubi (informal, uncommon)

Danish: Jakob, Jeppe, Ib.

Dutch: Jacob, Jacobus, Jakob, Cobus, Coos, Jaap, Kobe, Kobus, Koos, Sjaak, Sjakie

English:
* Jacob

* Jakob (uncommon, by way of German, Yiddish, etc.)
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James (name)

» Jacoby (rare, chiefly American, and originally a surname)
» Jake, Jakey (diminutive)
» Jack, Jacky, Jackie (diminutive, chiefly British)
* Coby/Koby (diminutive, uncommon, chiefly American)
* Jamie (diminutive, found in all primarily English-speaking lands, U.K., Ireland, Canada, U.S.A., etc.)
* Jaime/Jaimie (diminutive, uncommon, chiefly American, and by way of Spanish)
e Jim
e Jimmy/Jimmi/Jimi (diminutive)
¢ Jimbo (diminutive)
e Jambo
e Jay
e Jamesy
* Jem (diminutive, also taken as a diminutive for Jeremiah, Jeremy or Jemma)
* Jacqueline/Jaqueline (feminized, by way of French)
» Jacqui/Jaqui (feminized diminutive), Jackie (feminized diminutive, chiefly American), Jacki (feminized
diminutive)
* Jamie/Jamey/Jami (feminized).
* Estonian: Jakob, Jaakob, Jaagup, Jaak
* Faroese: Jakup
* Filipino: Jaimé
¢ Finnish: Jaakko, Jaska, Jimi
* French: Jacques, Jacqueline (feminized), James, Jammes, Jacob, Jacquot (diminutive), Jacot (diminutive), Jacotte
(feminized), Jaco (diminutive), Jack (diminutive), Jacky (diminutive), Jacq (diminutive), Jacquy (diminutive).
e Friulian: Jacum
* Galician: Xaime, lago, Diego, Xacobe
* Georgian: oo3md (Iakob), 3mds (Koba)
¢ German: Jakob, Jeckel (diminutive), Jaeckel (diminutive), Kobes (diminutive), Jackl (bavarian diminutive)
 Greek: laxmf (Iakov, in the Septuagint), [axwBog (Iakovos, New Testament, [iaxovung (Yakoumis, colloquial,
possibly also from Iwaxeiu (Joachim)), laxwpiva (Iakovina, feminized), T'iéykog (Yangos, probably through
Slavic languages, possibly also from Iwdvvng/Twévvng [loannis/Yannis, John]), Zaxng or Zax (Zakis or Zak,
French-sounding). James (and so Jim and Jimmy) are anglicized from the Greek name Dimitri as used by the
Greek diaspora in the USA, even though the names are etymologically unrelated.
* Hawaiian: Kimo, Iakopo
* Hebrew: 2pp" (Ya'aqov),”2p (Kobi : diminutive from Ya'akov), '2'3 (Jacky : diminutive from Ya'akov) H"?pJSJ‘
(Yankele - probably through Yiddish)
* Hindi: Sw@ (Jeémsa)
* Hungarian: Jakab
* Icelandic: Jakob
¢ Indonesian: Yakobus
e Irish: Séamas/Seumas/Séamus, Shéamais (vocative, whence Anglicised: Hamish), Seamus(anglicized), Shamus
(anglicized), Séimi (diminutive), Séimin (diminutive), lacéb
 Ttalian: Giacomo, lacopo or Jacopo, Giacobbe
e Japanese: ¥ = — 4 X (Jemuzu), ¥ = 4 & X (Jeimuzu)
e Jerriais: Jimce
e Kannada: 23¢z35°%° (JEms)
» Kazakh: Xaxkpm (Zhaqip, Jacob), SIky6 (Yakub, Yacoob)
e Korean: Yagobo (¢ 1)
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James (name)

¢ Late Roman: Iacomus, Jacobus

* Latin: Tacobus, lacomus (vulgarized)

¢ Latvian: Jekabs, Jakubs, Jakobs, Jakovs

e Lithuanian: Jokiibas

¢ Macedonian: Jakos (Yakov)

* Malay: wséx (Ya'qub), Ya'kub, Yakub

e Malayalam: Chacko, Jacob (pronounced Yah-kohb)

o Maltese: Gakbu, Gakmu, Jakbu

» Mandarin: FE£ (yige)

e Manx: Jayms

e Maori: Hemi

¢ Northern Sami: Jdhkot

* Norwegian: Jakob, Jeppe

e QOccitan: Jacme (pronounced Jamme), Jaume, Jammes (surname, pronounced Jamme), James (surname,
pronounced Jamme)

e Persian: Cgin, joux

¢ Polish: Jakub, Kuba, Kubus (diminutive)

* Portuguese: Jac6 (O.T. form), Jacob, Jaime, lago, Tiago (contracted form — used in the N.T.), Diogo. Used only
in Brazil: Thiago (Brazilian "anglicized" spelling), Diego, Jaqueline (fem.)

* Provencal: Jacme

* Punjabi: THA (Jemasa)

¢ Romanian: Iacob, Iacov

¢ Russian: Makos (Iakov) (archaic O.T. form), SkoB (Yakov,lakov), flma (Yasha) (diminutive)

e Samoan: lakopo, Semisi, Simi (Jim)

e Sardinian: Giagu (Logudorese), Iacu (Nuorese)

e Scots: Jeams, Jeames, Jamie

* Scottish Gaelic: Seumas, Sheumais (vocative), Hamish (anglicized)

* Serbian (Cyrillic/Latinic): Jakos/Jakov (Yakov); Jakma/Jaksa (Yaksha); Jamma/Jasa (Yasha) (diminutive)

* Sinhala: Diogu, Santhiyago

e Slovak: Jakub, Kubo, Kubko (diminutive), Jakubko (diminutive)

¢ Slovene: Jakob, Jaka

* Spanish: Jaime, Jacobo, Diego

¢ Swahili: Yakobo

¢ Swedish: Jakob

e Syriac: aoms. (Yaqub)

» Tagalog: Jaime

* Tamil: G e (JEms)

e Telugu: ﬁﬁo%ﬁéms)

e Thai: LQNE; (Jame, Cems)

e Turkish: Yakup, Yakub, Jakob

¢ Ukrainian: §IkiB (Yakiv)

e Urdu: ;o>

* Welsh: Iago, Siams

* Yiddish: 23pp° (Y‘gb), Kapel, Koppel, Yankel
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James (name)

Popularity
James was the most common male name in the United States in 1990.[1] Likewise, in Northern Ireland, the name has
appeared among the 10 most popular for the last quarter of the 20th century and into the 21st.

It is currently the fifth most common name in the United States. 1/32 of all Americans are named James
(3.1%).Wikipedia:Citation needed

In 2013, it was the eighth most popular name for boys in Australia.

In England and Wales, James has been one of the Top 20 most commonly-given male names since at least 1954 and
in the Top 10 since at least 1974.
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Jacob

Jacob

This article is about the patriarch. For other uses, see Jacob (disambiguation).

Jacob

Jacob Wrestling with the Angel by Rembrandt

Jacob (/'dzeikab/; Hebrew: JPQ‘_ Standard Ya ‘akov, Tiberian wy Ya 'dqob Wikipedia:Media helpFile:Yaakov.ogg;
Septuagint Greek: Takmp lakob; Syriac: aomdo Yah'qub; Arabic: wsix, Ya 'qiib; "heel” or "leg-puller"), also later
known as Israel (Hebrew: 53?@7, Standard Yisra ‘el, Tiberian Yisra el, "persevere with God";[l] Septuagint Greek:
Toponh Israel, Syriac: Nuags Is'rayil; Arabic: () Isra’il), as described in the Hebrew Bible, the Talmud, the
New Testament, the Qur'an and Baha'i scripture WZ{S tﬁe third patriarch of the Hebrew people with whom God made

a covenant, and ancestor of the tribes of Israel, which were named after his descendants.

In the Hebrew Bible, he is the son of Isaac and Rebekah, the grandson of Abraham, Sarah and of Bethuel, and the
younger twin brother of Esau. Jacob had twelve sons and at least one daughter, by his two wives, Leah and Rachel,
and by their handmaidens Bilhah and Zilpah. The children named in Genesis were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,

Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, daughter Dinah, Joseph, and Benjamin.[z]

Before the birth of Benjamin, Jacob is renamed "Israel" by God (Genesis 32:28-29 131 and 35:10 [4]). Etymologically,
the name "Israel” comes from the Hebrew words n115 (lisrot, "wrestle") and 5% (El, "God"). Popular English
translations typically reference the face off with God, ranging from active "wrestles with God" to passive "God
contends," but various other meanings have also been suggested. Some commentators say the name comes from the
verb Searar ("to rule, be strong, have authority over"), thereby making the name mean "God rules" or "God judges";
or "the prince of God" (from the King James Version) or "El (God) fights/struggles".
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Jacob

As a result of a severe drought in Canaan, Jacob and his
sons moved to Egypt at the time when his son Joseph was
viceroy. After Jacob died there 17 years later, Joseph
carried Jacob's remains to the land of Canaan, and gave
him a stately burial in the same Cave of Machpelah as
were buried Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah and Jacob's

first wife, Leah.

Jacob in Genesis

The biblical account of the life of Jacob is found in the
Book of Genesis, chapters 25-50.

Jacob's Dream statue and display on the campus of Abilene

Christian University. The artwork is based on Genesis 28:10-22
and graphically represents the scenes alluded to in the hymn
"Nearer, My God, to Thee" and the spiritual "We Are Climbing

Jacob's Ladder" as well as other musical works.

Jacob and Esau's birth

Jacob and his twin brother, Esau, were born to Isaac
and Rebekah after 20 years of marriage, when Isaac
was 60 years of age (Genesis 25:20 [5], 25:26 [6]).
Rebekah was uncomfortable during her pregnancy and
went to inquire of God why she was suffering. She
received the prophecy that the twins were fighting in
her womb and would continue to fight all their lives,

even after they became two separate nations. The

prophecy also said that "the one people shall be S s e 1 o Josegh. O e it 4 1 o901 b ory 1 et 6 et oo omepr
stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve

. 7
the younger;" (Genesis 25:25 KJV) 71

When the time came for Rebekah to give birth, the firstborn, Esau, came out covered with red hair, as if he were
wearing a hairy garment, and his heel was grasped by the hand of Jacob, the secondborn. According to Genesis
25:25, Isaac and Rebekah named the first son W, Esau (Esav or “Esaw, meaning "hairy" or "rough", from Hebrew:
oY, asah, "do" or "make";[s] or "completely developed", from Hebrew: " WY, assuiWikipedia:Citation needed).
The second son they named 2pp°, Jacob (Ya'aqob or Ya'aqov, meaning "heel-catcher", "supplanter”, "leg-puller",
"he who follows upon the heels of one", from Hebrew: 2pY, agab or aqav, "seize by the heel", "circumvent”,

"restrain”, a wordplay upon Hebrew: 2pw, iggebah or iggbah, "heel").[g]

The boys displayed very different natures as they matured. "...and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; but
Jacob was a simple man, dwelling in tents" (Genesis 25:27 [10]). Moreover, the attitudes of their parents toward them

also differed: "And Isaac loved Esau because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob." (Genesis 25:28
[11]
)
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Jacob

Sale of the birthright

Main article: Jacob and Esau

Genesis 25:29-34 tells the account of Esau selling his birthright to
Jacob. This passage states that Esau, returning famished from the
fields, begged Jacob to give him some of the stew that Jacob had just
made. (Esau referred to the dish as "that same red pottage", giving rise
to his nickname, Hebrew: D17% ( Edom, meaning "Red").) Jacob
offered to give Esau a bowl of stew in exchange for his birthright, to

which Esau agreed.

Jacob's deception of Isaac

Jacob offering a dish of lentils to Esau for his

birthright, 18th-century painting by Zacarias As Isaac aged, he became blind and was uncertain when he would die,

Gonzalez Velazquez. so he decided to bestow Esau's birthright upon him. He requested that
Esau go out to the fields with his weapons (quiver and bow) to kill
some venison. Isaac then requested that Esau make "savory meat" for him out of the venison, according to the way

he enjoyed it the most, so that he could eat it and bless Esau.

Rebekah overheard this conversation. It is suggested that she realized prophetically that Isaac's blessings would go to
Jacob, since she was told before the twins' birth that the older son would serve the younger.m] She quickly ordered
Jacob to bring her two kid goats from their flock so that he could take Esau's place in serving Isaac and receiving his
blessing. Jacob protested that his father would recognize their deception since Esau was hairy and he himself was
smooth-skinned. He feared his father would curse him as soon as he felt him, but Rebekah offered to take the curse
herself, then insisted that Jacob obey her. Jacob did as his mother instructed and, when he returned with the kids,
Rebekah made the savory meat that Isaac loved. Before she sent Jacob to his father, she dressed him in Esau's

garments and laid goatskins on his arms and neck to simulate hairy skin.

Disguised as Esau, Jacob entered Isaac's room. Surprised that Esau was back so soon, Isaac asked how it could be
that the hunt went so quickly. Jacob responded, "Because the LORD your God brought it to me." Rashi, on Genesis
27:21 13! says Isaac's suspicions were aroused even more, because Esau never used the personal name of God. Isaac
demanded that Jacob come close so he could feel him, but the goatskins felt just like Esau's hairy skin. Confused,
Isaac exclaimed, "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau!" Genesis 27:22 141 seint trying to
get at the truth, Isaac asked him directly, "Art thou my very son Esau?" and Jacob answered simply, "I am." Isaac
proceeded to eat the food and to drink the wine that Jacob gave him, and then told him to come close and kiss him.
As Jacob kissed his father, Isaac smelled the clothes which belonged to Esau and finally accepted that the person in
front of him was Esau. Isaac then blessed Jacob with the blessing that was meant for Esau. Genesis 27:28-29 states
Isaac's blessing: "Therefore God give thee of the dew of heavens, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and
wine: Let people serve thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every
one that curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee."

Jacob had scarcely left the room when Esau returned from the hunt to prepare his game and receive the blessing. The
realization that he had been deceived shocked Isaac, yet he acknowledged that Jacob had received the blessings by
adding, "Indeed, he will be [or remain] blessed!" (27:33).

Esau was heartbroken by the deception and begged for his own blessing. Having made Jacob a ruler over his
brothers, Isaac could only promise, "By your sword you shall live, but your brother you shall serve; yet it shall be

that when you are aggrieved, you may cast off his yoke from upon your neck" (27:39-40).

Although Esau sold Jacob his own birthright, which was his blessing, for "red pottage", Esau still hated Jacob for
receiving his blessing that their father Isaac unknowingly had given to him. He vowed to kill Jacob as soon as Isaac
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Jacob

died. When Rebekah heard about his murderous intentions, she ordered Jacob to travel to her brother Laban's house
in Haran, until Esau's anger subsided. She convinced Isaac to send Jacob away by telling him that she despaired of
his marrying a local girl from the idol-worshipping families of Canaan (as Esau had done). After Isaac sent Jacob
away to find a wife, Esau realized his own Canaanite wives were evil in his father's eyes and so he took a daughter of
Isaac's half-brother, Ishmael, as another wife.

Jacob's ladder
Main article: Jacob's Ladder

Near Luz en route to Haran, Jacob experienced a vision of a ladder, or
staircase, reaching into heaven with angels going up and down it,
commonly referred to as "Jacob's ladder". He heard the voice of God,
who repeated many of the blessings upon him, coming from the top of
the ladder.

According to Rashi, the ladder signified the exiles that the Jewish
people would suffer before the coming of the Jewish Messiah: the
angels that represented the exiles of Babylonia, Persia, and Greece
each climbed up a certain number of steps, paralleling the years of the
exile, before they "fell down"; but the angel representing the last exile,
that of Rome or Edom, kept climbing higher and higher into the
clouds.Wikipedia:Citation needed Jacob feared that his descendants

would never be free of Esau's domination, but God assured him that at

the End of Days, Edom too would come falling down.

e

Jacob's Ladder by William Blake (c. 1800,

In the morning, Jacob awakened and continued on his way to Haran, British Museum, London)

after naming the place where he had spent the night "Bethel", "God's
house".

Jacob's marriages

Arriving in Haran, Jacob saw a well where shepherds were gathering their flocks to water them and met Laban's
younger daughter, Rachel, Jacob's first cousin; she was working as a shepherdess. He loved her immediately, and
after spending a month with his relatives, asked for her hand in marriage in return for working seven years for
Laban. Laban agreed to the arrangement. These seven years seemed to Jacob "but a few days, for the love he had for
her", but when they were complete and he asked for his wife, Laban deceived Jacob by switching Rachel's older

sister, Leah, as the veiled bride.



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laban_%28Bible%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Canaan
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ishmael
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jacob%27s_Ladder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=William_Blake
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ABlake_jacobsladder.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jacob%27s_ladder
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rashi
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jewish_messianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citation_needed
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bethel
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cousin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Leah

Jacob

In the morning, when the truth became known, Laban justified his
action, saying that in his country it was unheard of to give a younger
daughter before the older. However, he agreed to give Rachel in
marriage as well if Jacob would work another seven years. After the
week of wedding celebrations with Leah, Jacob married Rachel, and he

continued to work for Laban for another seven years.

Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah, and Leah felt hated. God opened
Leah's womb and she gave birth to four sons rapidly: Reuben, Simeon,
Levi, and Judah. Rachel, however, remained barren. Following the
example of Sarah, who gave her handmaid to Abraham after years of
infertility, Rachel gave Jacob her handmaid, Bilhah, in marriage so that
Rachel could raise children through her. Bilhah gave birth to Dan and
Naphtali. Seeing that she had left off childbearing temporarily, Leah
then gave her handmaid Zilpah to Jacob in marriage so that Leah could
raise more children through her. Zilpah gave birth to Gad and Asher.
(According to The Testaments of the Patriarchs, Testament of
Naphtali, Chapter 1, lines 9-12, Bilhah and Zilpah were daughters of
Rotheus and Euna, servants of Laban.)Wikipedia:Citation needed

Rachel and Jacob by William Dyce

Afterwards, Leah became fertile again and gave birth to Issachar,
Zebulun, and Dinah, Jacob's first and only daughter. God remembered
Rachel, who gave birth to Joseph and Benjamin. If pregnancies of different marriages overlapped, the twelve births

could have occurred within seven years (the first eleven births occur within six years - Genesis 31:38).

After Joseph was born, Jacob decided to return home to his parents. Laban was reluctant to release him, as God had
blessed his flock on account of Jacob. Laban asked what he could pay Jacob. Jacob proposed that all the spotted,
speckled, and brown goats and sheep of Laban's flock, at any given moment, would be his wages. Jacob placed
peeled rods of poplar, hazel, and chestnut within the flocks' watering holes or troughs, an action he later attributes to
a dream. The text suggests that Jacob performed breeding experiments over the years to make his own flocks both
more abundant and stronger than Laban's, that Laban responded by repeatedly reinterpreting the terms of Jacob's
wages, and that the breeding favored Jacob regardless of Laban's pronouncements. Thus Jacob's herds increased and

he became very wealthy.

As time passed, Laban's sons noticed that Jacob was taking the better part of their flocks, and so Laban's friendly
attitude towards Jacob began to change. God told Jacob that he should leave, which he and his wives and children
did without informing Laban. Before they left, Rachel stole the feraphim, considered to be household idols, from

Laban's house.

In a rage, Laban pursued Jacob for seven days. The night before he caught up to him, God appeared to Laban in a
dream and warned him not to say anything good or bad to Jacob. When the two met, Laban played the part of the
injured father-in-law, demanding his teraphim back. Knowing nothing about Rachel's theft, Jacob told Laban that
whoever stole them should die and stood aside to let him search. When Laban reached Rachel's tent, she hid the
teraphim by sitting on them and stating she could not get up because she was menstruating. Jacob and Laban then
parted from each other with a pact to preserve the peace between them. Laban returned to his home and Jacob

continued on his way.
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Journey back to Canaan

Main article: Jacob wrestling with the Angel

As Jacob neared the land of Canaan, he sent messengers ahead to his
brother Esau. They returned with the news that Esau was coming to
meet Jacob with an army of 400 men. With great apprehension, Jacob
prepared for the worst. He engaged in earnest prayer to God, then sent
on before him a tribute of flocks and herds to Esau, "a present to my

lord Esau from thy servant Jacob".

Jacob then transported his family and flocks across the ford Jabbok by
night, then recrossed back to send over his possessions, being left alone
in communion with God. There, a mysterious being appeared ("man",
Genesis 32:24, 28; or "God", Genesis 32:28, 30, Hosea 12:3, 5; or
"angel", Hosea 12:4), and the two wrestled until daybreak. When the
being saw that he did not overpower Jacob, he touched Jacob on the
sinew of his thigh (the gid hanasheh, 7037 7°2), and as a result, Jacob
developed a limp (Genesis 32:31). Because of this, "to this day the

people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip

socket" (Genesis 32:32 [15]). This incident is the source of the mitzvah

Jacob Wrestling with the Angel by Eugeéne
of porging. Delacroix.

Jacob then demanded a blessing, and the being declared that from then

on, Jacob would be called 987", Israel (Yisra el, meaning "one that struggled with the divine angel" (Josephus),
"one who has prevailed with God" (Rashi), "a man seeing God" (Whiston), "he will rule as God" (Strong), or "a
prince with God" (Morris), from Hebrew: 770, "prevail”, "have power as a prince").[16] Jacob asked the being's
name, but he refused to answer. Afterwards Jacob named the place Penuel (Penuw el, Peniy el, meaning "face of

God"),m] saying "I have seen God face to face and lived."

Because the terminology is ambiguous ("el" in Yisra el) and inconsistent, and because this being refused to reveal his
name, there are varying views as to whether he was a man, an angel, or God. Josephus uses only the terms "angel",
"divine angel", and "angel of God", describing the struggle as no small victory. According to Rashi, the being was
the guardian angel of Esau himself, sent to destroy Jacob before he could return to the land of Canaan. Trachtenberg
theorized that the being refused to identify itself for fear that, if its secret name was known, it would be conjurable
by incantations.!"® Literal Christian interpreters like Henry M. Morris say that the stranger was "God Himself and,
therefore, Christ in His preincarnate state", citing Jacob's own evaluation and the name he assumed thereafter, "one
who fights victoriously with God", and adding that God had appeared in the human form of the Angel of the Lord to
eat a meal with Abraham in Genesis 18. Geller wrote that "in the context of the wrestling bout, the name implies that

Jacob won this supremacy, linked to that of God's, by a kind of theomachy."[lg]

In the morning, Jacob assembled his 4 wives and 11 sons, placing the maidservants and their children in front, Leah
and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. Some commentators cite this placement as proof that Jacob
continued to favor Joseph over Leah's children, as presumably the rear position would have been safer from a frontal
assault by Esau, which Jacob feared. Jacob himself took the foremost position. Esau's spirit of revenge, however,

was apparently appeased by Jacob's bounteous gifts of camels, goats and flocks. Their reunion was an emotional one.
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Esau offered to accompany them on their way back to Israel, but Jacob
protested that his children were still young and tender (born 6 to 13
years prior in the narrative); Jacob suggested eventually catching up
with Esau at Mount Seir. According to the Sages, this was a prophetic
reference to the End of Days, when Jacob's descendants will come to
Mount Seir, the home of Edom, to deliver judgment against Esau's
descendants for persecuting them throughout the millennia (see
Obadiah 1:21). Jacob actually diverted himself to Succoth and was not
recorded as rejoining Esau until, at Machpelah, the two bury their

father Isaac, who lived to 180 and was 60 years older than them.

Jacob then arrived in Shechem, where he bought a parcel of land, now

AR identified as Joseph's Tomb. In Shechem, Jacob's daughter Dinah was
Peter Paul Rubens, The Reconciliation of Jacob  kjdnapped and raped by the ruler's son, who desired to marry the girl.
and Esau. 1624. Dinah's brothers, Simeon and Levi, agreed in Jacob's name to permit
the marriage as long as all the men of Shechem first circumcised
themselves, ostensibly to unite the children of Jacob in Abraham's covenant of familial harmony. On the third day
after the circumcisions, when all the men of Shechem were still in pain, Simeon and Levi put them all to death by the
sword and rescued their sister Dinah, and their brothers plundered the property, women, and children. Jacob
condemned this act, saying "You have brought trouble on me by making me a stench to the Canaanites and
Perizzites, the people living in this land." He later rebuked his two sons for their anger in his deathbed blessing

(Genesis 49:5-7).

Jacob returned to Bethel, where he had another vision of blessing.
Although the death of Rebecca, Jacob's mother, is not explicitly
recorded in the Bible, Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, died and was buried
at Bethel, at a place that Jacob calls Allon Bachuth (7122 'ﬂ'?&), "Oak
of Weepings" (Genesis 35:8). According to the Midrash,[zo] the plural
form of the word "weeping" indicates the double sorrow that Rebecca

also died at this time.

Jacob then made a further move while Rachel was pregnant; near

Bethlehem, Rachel went into labor and died as she gave birth to her " o - .
Jacob struggles with the angel. Gutenberg Bible,

second son, Benjamin (Jacob's twelfth son). Jacob buried her and 1558.

erected a monument over her grave. Rachel's Tomb, just outside

Bethlehem, remains a popular site for pilgrimages and prayers to this day. Jacob then settled in Migdal Eder, where

his firstborn, Reuben, slept with Rachel's servant Bilhah; Jacob's response was not given at the time, but he did

condemn Reuben for it later, in his deathbed blessing. Jacob was finally reunited with his father Isaac in Mamre

(outside Hebron).

When Isaac died at the age of 180, Jacob and Esau buried him in the Cave of the Patriarchs, which Abraham had
purchased as a family burial plot. At this point in the biblical narrative, two genealogies of Esau's family appear
under the headings "the generations of Esau". A conservative interpretation is that, at Isaac's burial, Jacob obtained
the records of Esau, who had been married 80 years prior, and incorporated them into his own family records, and
that Moses augmented and published them.



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peter_Paul_Rubens
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ARubens_Reconciliation_of_Jacob_and_Esau.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mount_Seir
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Machpelah
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shechem
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Joseph%27s_Tomb
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Circumcision
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Covenant_%28biblical%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Canaanites
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Perizzites
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gutenberg_Bible
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AWutenberg_Bibel_1558.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Deborah
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bethlehem
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benjamin
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Rachel%27s_Tomb
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Migdal_Eder_%28biblical_location%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mamre
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hebron
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cave_of_the_Patriarchs
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Grave_%28burial%29

Jacob

Jacob in Hebron

Main article: Plot against Joseph

The house of Jacob dwelt in Hebron, in the land of Canaan. His flocks were often fed in the pastures of Shechem [21]

as well as Dothan. Of all the children in his household, he loved Rachel’s firstborn son, Joseph, the most. Thus
Joseph’s half brothers were jealous of him and they ridiculed him often. Joseph even told his father about all of his
half brothers’ misdeeds. When Joseph was seventeen years old, Jacob made a long coat or tunic of many colors for
him. Seeing this, the half brothers began to hate Joseph. Then Joseph began to have dreams that implied that his
family would bow down to him. When he told his brothers about these dreams, it drove them to conspire against
him. When Jacob heard of these dreams, he rebuked his son for proposing the idea that the house of Jacob would

even bow down to Joseph. Yet, he contemplated his son’s words about these dreams. (Genesis 37:1-11 [22])

Sometime afterward, the sons of Jacob by Leah, Bilhah and Zilpah,
were feeding his flocks in Shechem. Jacob wanted to know how things
were doing, so he asked Joseph to go down there and return with a
report. This was the last time he would ever see his son in Hebron.
Later that day, the report that Jacob ended up receiving came from
Joseph's brothers who brought before him a coat laden with blood.
Jacob identified the coat as the one he made for Joseph. At that
moment he cried “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast has devoured him.

Without doubt Joseph is torn to pieces.” He rent his clothes and put

sackcloth around his waist mourning for days. No one from the house

Joseph's Coat Brought to Jacob of Jacob could comfort him during this time of bereavement. (Genesis
by Giovanni Andrea de Ferrari, c. 1640. 37:31-35 [23])

The truth was, Joseph's older brothers had turned on him, apprehended him and ultimately sold into slavery on a

caravan headed for Egypt. (Genesis 37:36 [24])

Seven year famine

See also: Joseph's brothers sent to Egypt

Twenty years later,[25]

throughout the Middle East a severe famine occurred like none other that lasted seven years.
It crippled nations. The word was that the only kingdom prospering was Egypt. In the second year of this great
famine, when Israel (Jacob) was about 130 years old,[26] he told his ten sons of Leah, Bilhah and Zilpah, to go to
Egypt and buy grain. Israel’s youngest son Benjamin, born from Rachel, stayed behind by his father’s order to keep

him safe. (Genesis 42:1-5 [27})

When the ten sons returned to their father Israel, from Egypt, they were stockpiled with grain on their donkeys. They
relayed to their father all that had happened in Egypt. They spoke of being accused of as spies and that their brother
Simeon, had been taken prisoner. When Reuben, the eldest, mentioned that they needed to bring Benjamin to Egypt
to prove their word as honest men, their father became furious with them. He couldn’t understand how they were put
in a position to tell the Egyptians all about their family. When the sons of Israel opened their sacks, they saw their
money that they used to pay for the grain. It was still in their possession, and so they all became afraid. Israel then

became angry with the loss of Joseph, Simeon, and now possibly Benjamin. (Genesis 42:26-38 [28])

It turned out that Joseph, who identified his brothers in Egypt, was able to secretly return that money that they used
to pay for the grain, back to them. When the house of Israel consumed all the grain that they brought from Egypt,
Israel told his sons to go back and buy more. This time, Judah spoke to his father in order to persuade him about
having Benjamin accompany them, so as to prevent Egyptian retribution. In hopes of retrieving Simeon and ensuring
Benjamin's return, Israel told them to bring the best fruits of their land, including: balm[29], honey, spices, myrrh,

pistachio nuts and almonds. Israel also mentioned that the money that was returned to their money sacks was
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probably a mistake or an oversight on their part. So, he told them to bring that money back and use double that

amount to pay for the new grain. Lastly, he let Benjamin go with them and said “may God Almighty give you

mercy... If  am bereaved, I am bereaved!” (Genesis 43:1-14 [30])

Jacob in Egypt

See also: Joseph's family reunited

I CTERRR RN I\
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When the sons of Israel (Jacob) returned to Hebron from their second
trip, they came back with twenty additional donkeys carrying all kinds i
of goods and supplies as well as Egyptian transport wagons. When
their father came out to meet them, his sons told him that Joseph was
still alive, that he was the governor over all of Egypt and that he
wanted the house of Israel to move to Egypt. Israel’s heart “stood still”
and just couldn’t believe what he was hearing. Looking upon the
wagons he declared “Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him
before I die.” (Genesis 45:16-28 1)

Israel and his entire house of seventy, gathered up with all their
livestock and began their journey to Egypt. En route, Israel stopped at
Beersheba for the night to make a sacrificial offering to his God,
Yahweh. Apparently he had some reservations about leaving the land

of his forefathers, but God reassured him not to fear that he would rise

again. God also assured that he would be with him, he would prosper,

House of Israel welcomed by Pharaoh, watercolor
by James Tissot (c. 1900)

and he would also see his son Joseph who would lay him to rest.
Continuing their journey to Egypt, when they approached in proximity,
Israel sent his son Judah ahead to find out where the caravans were to
stop. They were directed to disembark at Goshen. It was here, after
twenty-two years, that Jacob saw his son Joseph once again. They
embraced each other and wept together for quite a while. Israel then
said, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face, because you are still
alive.” (Genesis 46:1-30 13?1

The time had come for Joseph’s family to personally meet the Pharaoh
of Egypt. After Joseph prepared his family for the meeting, the
brothers came before the Pharaoh first, formally requesting to pasture
in Egyptian lands. The Pharaoh honored their stay and even made the
notion that if there were any competent men in their house, then they
may elect a chief herdsman to oversee Egyptian livestock. Finally,
Joseph’s father was brought out to meet the Pharaoh. Because the
Pharaoh had such a high regard for Joseph, practically making him his
equal, it was an honor to meet his father. Thus, Israel was able to bless
the Pharaoh. The two chatted for a bit, the Pharaoh even inquiring of
Israel’s age which happened to be 130 years old at that time. After the
meeting, the families were directed to pasture in the land of Ramses

where they lived in the province of Goshen. The house of Israel

acquired many possessions and multiplied exceedingly during the S e e 4
Joseph with his father Jacob and brothers in

course of seventeen years, even through the worst of the seven-year
Egypt

famine. (Genesis 46:31-47:28 [33])
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Final days
Main article: Blessing of Jacob

Israel (Jacob) was 147 years old when he called to his favorite son
O] @Ej EIEl EI@ EIEI Elm @E 5 Joseph and pleaded that he not be buried in Egypt. Rather, he requested
to be carried to the land of Canaan to be buried with his forefathers.
Joseph swore to do as his father asked of him. Not too long afterward,
Israel had fallen ill losing much of his vision. When Joseph came to
visit his father, he brought with him his two sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh. Israel declared that they would be heirs to the inheritance of
the house of Israel, as if they were his own children, just as Reuben
and Simeon were. Then Israel laid his right hand on the younger
Ephraim’s head and his left hand on the eldest Manasseh’s head and
blessed Joseph. However, Joseph was displeased that his father’s right
hand was not on the head of his firstborn, so he switched his father’s
hands. But Israel refused saying, “but truly his younger brother shall be
greater than he.” A declaration he made, just as Israel himself was to
his firstborn brother Esau. Then Israel called all of his sons in and
prophesied their blessings or curses to all twelve of them in order of
their ages. (Genesis 47:29-49:32 [34])

Afterward, Israel died and the family, including the Egyptians,

mourned him seventy days. Israel was embalmed and a great

ceremonial journey to Canaan was prepared by Joseph. He led the

Jacob's funeral procession servants of Pharaoh, and the elders of the houses Israel and Egypt

beyond the Jordan River to Atad where they observed seven days of

mourning. Their lamentation was so great that it caught the attention of surrounding Canaanites who remarked “This

is a deep mourning of the Egyptians.” This spot was then named Abel Mizraim. Then they buried him in the cave of
Machpelah, the property of Abraham when he bought it from the Hittites. (Genesis 49:33-50:14 [35])

Children of Jacob

See also: Israelite

Jacob, through his two wives and his two concubines had twelve biological sons; Reuben (Genesis 29:32 [36]),

Simeon (Genesis 29:33 7)), Levi (Genesis 29:34 1)), Judah (Genesis 29:35 %), Dan (Genesis 30:5 1)), Naphtali
(Genesis 30:7 [41]), Gad (Genesis 30:10 [42]), Asher (Genesis 30:12 [43]), Issachar (Genesis 30:17 [44]), Zebulun
(Genesis 30:19 [45]), Joseph (Genesis 30:23 [46]) and Benjamin (Genesis 35:18 [47]) and at least one daughter, Dinah
(if there were other daughters, they are not mentioned in the Genesis story)(Genesis 30:21 [48]). In addition, Jacob

also adopted the two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh.(Genesis 48:5 [49])

The offspring of Jacob's sons became the tribes of Israel following the Exodus, when the Israelites conquered and
settled in the Land of Israel.



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Blessing_of_Jacob
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ephraim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manasseh_%28tribal_patriarch%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AJacob_with_Ephraim_and_Manasseh.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3AJacob%27s_funeral_procession.JPG
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=47:29-49:32&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jordan_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Atad
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abel_Mizraim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Machpelah
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=49:33-50:14&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Israelite
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Reuben_%28Bible%29
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=29:32&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Simeon_%28Hebrew_Bible%29
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=29:33&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Levi
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=29:34&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Judah_%28Bible%29
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=29:35&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dan_%28Bible%29
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:5&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Naphtali
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:7&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gad_%28son_of_Jacob%29
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:10&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asher
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:12&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Issachar
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:17&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zebulun
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:19&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Joseph_%28Hebrew_Bible%29
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:23&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benjamin
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=35:18&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dinah
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=30:21&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ephraim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Manasseh
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Genesis&verse=48:5&src=HE
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tribes_of_Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Exodus
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Israelites
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Land_of_Israel

Jacob

11

Religious perspectives

Russian Orthodox Icon of St. Jacob, 18th century (Iconostasis) of Kizhi monastery, Russia

Prophet, Patriarch

Honored in Judaism
Christianity
Islam
Baha'i
Major shrine Cave of the Patriarchs, Hebron

Jewish tradition

According to the classic Jewish texts, Jacob, as the third and last patriarch, lives a life that parallels the descent of his
offspring, the Jewish people, into the darkness of exile. In contrast to Abraham — who illuminates the world with
knowledge of God and earns the respect of the inhabitants of the land of Canaan — and Isaac — who continues his
father's teachings and also lives in relative harmony with his neighbors — Jacob experiences many personal
struggles both in the land and out of it - including the hatred of his brother, Esau; the deception of his father-in-law,
Laban; the rape of his daughter, Dinah; the death of his favorite wife, Rachel; and the sale of his son, Joseph. For this
reason, the Jewish commentators interpret many elements of his story as being symbolic of the future difficulties and

struggles the Jewish people would undergo.Wikipedia:Citation needed

There are two opinions in the Midrash as to how old Rebekah was at the time of her marriage and, consequently, at
the twins' birth. According to the traditional counting cited by Rashi, Isaac was 37 years old at the time of the
Binding of Isaac, and news of Rebekah's birth reached Abraham immediately after that event.”” In that case, since
Isaac was 60 when Jacob and Essau were born and they had been married for 20 years, then Isaac was 40 years old
when he married Rebekah (Gen. 25:20), making Rebekah 3 years old at the time of her marriage, and 23 years old at
the birth of Jacob and Essau. According to the second opinion, Rebekah was 14 years old at the time of their
marriage, and 34 years old at the birth of Jacob and Essau. In either case, Isaac and Rebekah were married for 20
years before Jacob and Esau were born. The Midrash says that during Rebekah's pregnancy whenever she would
pass a house of Torah study, Jacob would struggle to come out; whenever she would pass a house of idolatry, Esau

would agitate to come out.B!!

Rashi explained that Isaac, when blessing Jacob instead of Esau, smelled the heavenly scent of Gan Eden (Paradise)
when Jacob entered his room and, in contrast, perceived Gehenna opening beneath Esau when the latter entered the

room, showing him that he had been deceived all along by Esau's show of piety.[sz]

When Laban planned to deceive Jacob into marrying Leah instead of Rachel, the Midrash recounts that both Jacob
and Rachel suspected that Laban would pull such a trick; Laban was known as the "Aramean" (deceiver), and
changed Jacob's wages ten times during his employ (Genesis 31:7). The couple therefore devised a series of signs by

which Jacob could identify the veiled bride on his wedding night. But when Rachel saw her sister being taken out to
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the wedding canopy, her heart went out to her for the public shame Leah would suffer if she were exposed. Rachel

therefore gave Leah the signs so that Jacob would not realize the switch.

Jewish Apocalyptic literature of the Hellenistic period includes many ancient texts with narratives about Jacob, many
times with details different from Genesis. The more important are the book of Jubilees and the Book of Biblical
Antiquities. Jacob is also the protagonist of the Testament of Jacob, of the Ladder of Jacob and of the Prayer of

Joseph, which interpret the experience of this Patriarch in the context of merkabah mysticism.

Christianity

The Eastern Orthodox Church and those Eastern Catholic Churches which follow the Byzantine Rite see Jacob's
dream as a prophecy of the Incarnation of the Logos, whereby Jacob's ladder is understood as a symbol of the
Theotokos (Virgin Mary), who, according to Orthodox theology, united heaven and earth in her womb. The biblical
account of this vision (Genesis 28:10-17 [53]) is one of the standard Old Testament readings at Vespers on Great
Feasts of the Theotokos.

The account of Jacob's blessing of Joseph's sons is also seen as prophetic by Christian commentators. For example,

o 1541

the crossing of his arms to bestow his patriarchal blessing on them in Genesis 48:8-2 is seen as a foreshadowing

of the blessings Christians believe resulted from Jesus' death on the cross.Wikipedia:Citation needed

Catholic church considers Jacob as a Saint along with other biblical patriarchs.[ss] Along with other patriarchs his
feast day is celebrated in the Byzantine rite of the Catholic Church on the Second Sunday before the Advent
(December 11-17), under the title the Sunday of the F orefathers.[56]

Islamic tradition
Main article: Jacob in Islam

Yaqub ( Arabic: _six, translit.: Ya ‘qib ), also known as Jacob in the
Old Testament, is recognized in Islam as a prophet who received
inspiration from God. He is acknowledged as a patriarch of Islam.
Muslims believe that he preached the same monotheistic faith as his
forefathers 'Tbrahim, ‘Ishaq and Isma'il. Jacob is mentioned 16 times in
the Qur'an. In the majority of these references, Jacob is mentioned
alongside fellow prophets and patriarchs as an ancient and pious
prophet. According to the Qur'an, Jacob remained in the company of
the elect throughout his life. (XXXVIII: 47) The Qur'an specifically
mentions that Jacob was guided (VI: 84) and inspired (IV: 163) and
was chosen to enforce the awareness of the Hereafter. (XXXVIII: 46)
Jacob is described as a good-doer (XXI: 72) and the Qur'an further makes it clear that God inspired Jacob to

Cenotaph of Jacob, Cave of the Patriarchs

contribute towards purification and hold the contact prayer. (XXI: 73) Jacob is further described as being resourceful
and a possessor of great vision (XXXVIII: 45) and is further spoken of as being granted a "tongue [voice] of
truthfulness to be heard". (XIX: 50)

Of the life of Jacob, the Qur'an narrates two especially important events. The first is the role he plays in the story of
his son Joseph. The Qur'an narrates the story of Joseph in detail, and Jacob, being Joseph's father, is mentioned thrice
and is referenced another 25 times.[] In the narrative, Jacob does not trust some of his older sons (XII: 11, 18, 23)
because they do not respect him. (XII: 8, 16-17) Jacob's prophetic nature is evident from his foreknowledge of
Joseph's future greatness (XII: 6), his foreboding and response to the supposed death of Joseph (XII: 13, 18) and in
his response to the sons' plight in Egypt. (XII: 83, 86-87, 96) Islamic literature fleshes out the narrative of Jacob, and
mentions that his wives included Rachel.®”) Jacob is later mentioned in the Qur'an in the context of the promise

bestowed to Zechariah, regarding the birth of John the Baptist. (XIX: 6) Jacob’s second mention is in the Qur'an’s
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second chapter. As Jacob lay on his deathbed, he asked his twelve sons to testify their faith to him before he departed
from this world to the next. (II: 132) Each son testified in front of Jacob that they would promise to remain Muslim
until the day of their death, that is they would surrender their wholeselves to God alone and would worship only
Him.

In contrast to the Judeo-Christian view of Jacob, one main difference is that the story of Jacob's blessing, in which he
deceives Isaac, is not accepted in Islam. The Qur'an makes it clear that Jacob was blessed by God as a prophet and,
therefore, Muslims believe that his father, being a prophet as well, also knew of his son's greatness.[SS] Jacob is also

cited in the Hadith as an example of one who was patient and trusting in God in the face of suffering.

The story of Jacob in Islam also draws many parallels with the Islamic traditions of Job, In that both had lost many
things, and still upheld patience. In Islamic tradition, Jacob had lost his father, Isaac as well as his wife Rachel in the
same year, followed by his loss of his favorite son, Joseph. Similarly Job lost everything, and stayed patient and kept

faith in God, and eventually everything was returned to him and some things were multiplied for him.

Historicity

According to Steven Feldman of the Center for Online Judaic Studies, most scholars would date the stories of the

[

patriarchs to the period of the monarchy. 91 Recent excavations in the Timna Valley dating copper mining to the

10th century BCE also discovered what may be the earliest camel bones found in Israel or even outside the Arabian
peninsula, dating to around 930 BCE. This is seen as evidence that the stories of Abraham, Joseph, Jacob and Esau

were written after this time.

N. M. Sarna indicates that an inability to precisely date the patriarchs, according to the present state of knowledge

does not necessarily invalidate the historicity of the narratives. William F. Albright maintained that the narratives

contained accurate details of an earlier period.[éo]

Scholars such as Thomas L. Thompson view the patriarchical narratives, including the life of Jacob, as late (6th and
5th centuries BCE) literary compositions that have ideological and theological purposes but are unreliable for
historical reconstruction of the presettlement period of Israel’s past.[6l][62] In Thompson's The Historicity of the

Patriarchal Narratives, he suggests that the patriarchal narratives arose in a response to some present situation,

expressed as an imaginative picture of the past to embody present hope.[63]

Gerhard von Rad in his Old Testament Theology, seems to take a middle view, explaining that the patriarch "saga"

describes actual events subsequently interpreted by the community through its own experience.[64] It is neither

entirely mythical, nor strictly "historical”, according to the present understanding of the term. Goldingay cites R.J
Coggins' analogy of looking to Genesis for the history of ancient Canaan, as similar to reading Hamlet in order to

learn Danish history.
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Jacob (name)

Jacob (name)

Jacob

Isaac Blessing Jacob, Govert Flinck, 1638. The name Jacob comes from the Biblical story of Jacob's birth where he came out holding the heel of his
twin brother, Esau.

Pronunciation |/'dzerkab/

Gender Male

Origin

Word/Name derived from Late Latin Iacobus, from Greek Taxkwpog lakobos, from Hebrew 2p3° (Ya ‘qob, Ya ‘aqov, Ya ‘dqob)

Meaning "seizing by the heel", "supplanting"

Other names

Related names | James, Jakob (Afrikaans, Danish, Dutch, German, Norwegian and Swedish), Jake, Jack, Jakobi (Albanian and Estonian), Yakub
(Arabic), Yakup (Turkish),

Jacob is a common male first name and a less well-known surname. From 1999 through 2012, Jacob has been the
most popular baby name for boys in United States.!! It is a cognate of James. Jacob is derived from Late Latin
lacobus, from Greek Taxwpog lakobos, from Hebrew 390 (Ya ‘qob, Ya ‘agov, Ya ‘dqob), the name of the Hebrew
patriarch, Jacob son of Isaac and Rebecca. The name comes from the Hebrew root 2P ‘gb meaning "to follow, to be

behind" but also "to supplant, circumvent, assail, overreach", from the word for "heel", 2pp ‘ageb).

In the narrative of Genesis, it refers to the circumstances of Jacob's birth when he held on to the heel of his older
twin brother Esau (Genesis 25:26). The name is etymologized (in direct speech by the character Esau) in Genesis

27:36, adding the significance of Jacob having "supplanted" his elder brother by stealing his birthright.[2]

In a Christian context, Jacob — James as reduced English form — is the name for several people in the New
Testament: (1) apostle James, son of Zebedee, (2) another apostle James, son of Alphaeus, and (3) James the Just,
who led the original Messianic Community in Jerusalem.

Since Jacob is also venerated as a Prophet of Islam, his name is commonly used as a male first name in Arab and
Muslim societies (Arabic Yakub, Turkish Yakup).
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Jacob (name)

Variants

* English — Jacob, Jake, Jakob, Jakeb, James, Jayme, Jaime, Jamie, Jimi, Jack, Jim, Jimmy, Coby, Koby, Cubby

e Albanian - Jakup, Jakupi or Jakub, Jakubi

e Afrikaans - Jakob, Jacob, Jakobus, Jacobus

* Arabic - Ya'qab (Yakub) (wgis)

* Armenian- 3wynp (Yakob), <wynp (Hakob)

* Bosnian - Jakub (Jakup)

* Armenian - Hakob ({wynp), Hagop (3wynp)

* Bulgarian - Yakov (fIkoB)

e (Catalan - Jacob, Jaume, Didac

 Chinese - Yage fE#

e Cornish - Jago, Jammes, Jamma

¢ Croatian - Jakov, Jakob, JakSa

¢ (Czech - Jakub (short form: Kuba)

* Danish - Jacob, Jakob, Jep, Jeppe, Ib

* Dutch - Jaak, Jaap, Jakob, Jacob, Jacobus, Sjaak, Kobus

» Estonian - Jaak, Jaagup, Jakob

* Faroese - Jakup

* Finnish - Jaakob, Jaakoppi, Jaakko

* French - Jacob, Jacques, Jacqueline (fem.)

* Galician - Xacobe, Santiago, lago, Xaime

* Georgian - oo3md (Iakob), 3mds (Koba)

* German - Jakob, Jacob [ja:kop]

¢ Greek - ldkovos (Iaxwpog), lakév (Iaxdp), Yangos (Fdykoq)

* Hebrew - Ya'akov (2pr"), Koby, Ya'akova (female)

* Hungarian - Jakab, Jdkob

* Indonesian - Yakub (used mainly by Muslims), Yakobus (used mainly by Christians)

e Irish - Séamas, Séamus, Shéamais, lacéb

* Italian - Diego, Giacomo, Jacopo, Iacopo, Giacobbe

 Japanese - Yakobu (v 2 7)

» Kazakh - Kakpm (Zhaqyp, Zhakip)

» Korean - Yagop (°F)

¢ Latin - Iacobus

e Latvian - Jekabs

¢ Lithuanian - Joktibas

e Malayalam - Chacko, Yakob

» Maltese - Gakbu

e Persian - Yaghub

¢ Polish - Jakub (short form: Kuba)

* Portuguese - Jacob, Jaco (orthographic variation of the former), Iago (from the Latin Jacobus), Saint James"),
Tiago saints named "James" in English are Sdo Tiago in Portuguese), Thiago (archaic spelling), Diogo, Diego,
Jaime, Jacomo (from Italian Giacomo), Jaques (adapted from French), Jaqueline (fem., adapted from French)

¢ Romanian - Iacob, Iacov

¢ Russian - Yakov/Iakov (Makog, fIkoB), Jascha/Yasha (fma)

e Samoan - lakopo, (eh-yuk-oh-po)

¢ Scandinavian - Jakob, Jacob

e Scots - Hamish
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Jacob (name)

¢ Scottish Gaelic - Seumas

e Serbian - Jakov (JakoB), JakSa (Jakmma)

¢ Slovak - Jakub

* Slovenian - Jakob [ja:kop], Jaka

¢ Sorbian - Jakub

* Spanish - Jacob, Jacobo, Jaime, Yago, Diego, Santiago, lago, Tiago
¢ Swedish - Jakob, Jacob

 Syriac - 3cay. (Ya'qub), also (Yaqo, Yagko)
e Turkish - Yakup

e Ukrainian - Yakiv (fIkiB)

* Vietnamese - GiacObé

e Welsh - Siam, Jacob, Jac, lago

¢ Yiddish - Yankev, Yankl, Yankel, Yankele
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