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Komeito

The Komeito (2~ B % Komeits), formerly called New
Komeito, or NKP is a political party in Japan founded
by members of the Nichiren Buddhist organization Soka
Gakkai.”[6] The leadership and financing of the two
groups are currently self-proclaimed to be independent,
however an official 2008 Soka Gakkai International
(SGI) press release stated “official liaison meetings be-
tween New Komeito and the Soka Gakkai are held at least
twice a year.” “[7]°[8] Also, the vast majority of party
members are also members of Soka Gakkai and many
Soka Gakkai members support NKP especially during
election campaigns.”[9]

The three kanji characters 2 H % have the ap-
proximate meanings of “public/government” (2 ko),
“light/brightness” (B mei), and “political party” (&
t6). The combination “komei” (ZAHH) is usually taken
to mean “justice or fairness” . The word “New” is
not a part of the Japanese name, but is used in English to
distinguish the party from its predecessor. The NKP was
formed as a result of a merger between Komeitd (1964-
1998) and the New Peace Party on November 7, 1998.

After the 2012 general election the party held 31 seats in
the lower house and 19 seats in the upper house.

In September 2014 the new group changed its name from
New Komeito to Komeito.*[10]

1 Platform

NKP's declared mission is to pioneer “people-centered
politics, a politics based on a humanitarianism that treats
human life with the utmost respect and care” ."[11] Do-
mestically, the party proposals include reduction of the
central government and bureaucracy, increased trans-
parency in public affairs, and increased local (prefectural)
autonomy with the private sector playing an increased
role. With regard to foreign policy, the NKP wishes to
eliminate nuclear arms and armed conflict in general. In
so doing, it hopes to bring about the “dawn of a new
civilization of mankind” . Although most of the NKP
politicians and core supporters are Soka Gakkai mem-
bers, NKP platform scarcely remarks on religious issues.

1.1 Party organ

The party organ of Komeito is the Komei Shinbun. It is
published by the staff of Soka Gakkai's Seikyo Shimbun,

and one of the stated purposes of the party organ is to
encourage readership of Seikyo Shimbun."[12]

2 History

2.1 Predecessors

New Komeito's predecessor party Komeitd was formed
in 1954,

In 1957, a group of Young Men's Division members
campaigning for a Gakkai candidate in an Osaka Upper
House by-election were arrested for distributing money,
cigarettes, and caramels at supporters' residences, in vi-
olation of elections law, and on July 3 of that year, at
the beginning of an event memorialized as the “Osaka
Incident,” Tkeda Daisaku was arrested in Osaka. He was
taken into custody in his capacity as Soka Gakkai's Youth
Division Chief of Staff for overseeing activities that con-
stituted violations of elections law. He spent two weeks
in jail and appeared in court forty-eight times before he
was cleared of all charges in January 1962."[13]

In 1968, fourteen of its members were convicted of forg-
ing absentee ballots in Shinjuku, and eight were sen-
tenced to prison for electoral fraud. In the 1960s it was
widely criticized for violating the separation of church
and state, and in February 1970 all three major Japanese
newspapers printed editorials demanding that the party
reorganize. It eventually broke apart based on promises
to segregate from Soka Gakkai."[14]*[15]7[16]

In the 1980s Akahata discovered that many Soka Gakkai
members were rewarding acquaintances with presents in
return for Komeito votes, and that Okinawa residents had
changed their addresses to elect Komeito politicians."[17]

Komeito joined the Hosokawa and Hata anti-L.DP coali-
tion cabinets in 1993 and 1994. After the collapse of the
anti-LDP governments and the electoral and campaign
finance reforms of 1994, the Komeito split in Decem-
ber 1994: The “New Komei Party” (ZXBHH1%E Komei
Shinto) joined the New Frontier Party (NFP) a few days
later in an attempt to unify the splintered opposition.”[18]
The other group, Komei (22 i), continued to exist as a
separate party. After the dissolution of the NFP in De-
cember 1997, former Komeitd members from the NFP
founded two new groups: the “New Peace Party” CHi %t
SP-Fll Shinto Heiwa) and the Reimei Club (38Wi 2 5 7,
“Dawn Club” ) in the House of Councillors, but some ex-
Komeito politicians such as Shozo Azuma followed Ichird
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Ozawa into the Liberal Party. The Reimei Club merged
into the New Peace Party a few weeks later in January
1998. Finally, in November 1998, Komei and New Peace
Party merged to re-establish Komeito (referred to in En-
glish now as “New Komeito” — the party's name is just
Komeito as before the 1994 split).

The Japan Echo alleged in 1999 that Soka Gakkai dis-
tributed fliers to local branches describing how to abuse
the jiiminhyo residence registration system in order to
generate a large number of votes for Komeito candidates
in specific districts.”[19]

2.2 Current party

The current conservative, more moderate, party was
formed in 1998, in a merger of Komei and the New Peace
Party. It supported the ruling LDP (Liberal Democratic
Party), and did well in the 2000 and 2001 parliamentary
elections. “The LDP-Liberal coalition expanded to in-
clude the New Komeito Party in October 1999.” *[20]
New Komeito has been (and continues to be) a coalition
partner in the Government of Japan since 1999 (exclud-
ing 2009-2011 when the Democratic Party of Japan was
in power). As such, New Komeito supported a (tempo-
rary) change to Japan's “no-war constitution” in order
for Japan to support the 2003 invasion of Iraq.”[21]

In the 2003 and 2004 Diet elections, the NKP did
well, thanks to an extremely committed and well or-
ganized voter base coming from Soka Gakkai. The
party shares its support base with the LDP, made up of
white collar bureaucrats and rural populations, but also
gains support from religious leaders. However, on 27
July 2005, NKP's Secretary General said that his party
would consider forming a coalition government with the
DPJ (Democratic Party of Japan) if, in a snap election,
the DPJ gained a majority in the House of Representa-
tives. On 8 August 2005, then-Prime Minister of Japan
Junichiro Koizumi dissolved the Lower House and called
for a general election, due to the rejection of efforts to
privatize Japan Post. The incumbent LDP-New Komeito
coalition won a large majority in the 2005 general elec-
tion.

Natsuo Yamaguchi became the party's leader on 8
September 2009 after the party suffered a major defeat
in the Japanese general election, 2009 and became an op-
position party. New Komeito lost ten seats, including that
of party leader Akihiro Ota and general secretary Kazuo
Kitagawa. On 8 September 2009, Yamaguchi replaced
Ota as president of New Komeito."[22] On 16 Decem-
ber 2012, general elections swept the LDP/New Komeito
coalition back into Government; former party chief Aki-
hiro Ota (Ohta) is currently Minister of Land, Infrastruc-
ture, Transport and Tourism."[23]
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