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Ancient Greek

Alternative forms

Μαιάς (Maiás)

Etymology

Literally 'Lady', from μαῖα (maîa, “lady”), an honorific term for older women and a nursery form of μήτηρ (mḗtēr,

“mother”) (from Proto-Indo-European *méh₂tēr).

Pronunciation

IPA: /má͜ɪ.a/ → /ˈmɛ.a/ → /ˈme.a/

Proper noun

Μαῖᾰ • (Maîa) (genitive Μαίᾱς) f, first declension

Maia, daughter of Atlas1. 

Inflection

    First declension of Μαῖᾰ, Μαίᾱς (Doric, Aeolic)

    First declension of Μαῖᾰ, Μαίης (Attic, Ionic, Epic)

Descendants
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English: Maia

Greek: Μαία (Maía)

Latin: Maia

References

Μαῖα (http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.04.0057:entry=*mai=a) in A Greek–

English Lexicon by Liddell & Scott, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1940

Woodhouse’s English-Greek Dictionary page 1016 (http://artflx.uchicago.edu/cgi-bin/efts/dicos

/woodhouse_test.pl?pageturn=1&pagenumber=1016)
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Vulcan and Maia (1585) by Bartholomäus

Spranger

Hermes and Maia, detail from an

Attic red-figure amphora (c. 500 BC)

Maia (mythology)
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

For other uses, see Maia (disambiguation).

In Greek mythology, Maia[1] (/ˈmeɪ.ə/ or /ˈmaɪ.ə/; Greek: Μαῖα;

Latin: Maia) is one of the Pleiades and the mother of Hermes.

Maia is the daughter of Atlas[2] and Pleione the Oceanid,[3] and is

the eldest of the seven Pleiades.[4] They were born on Mount

Cyllene in Arcadia,[5] and are sometimes called mountain nymphs,

oreads; Simonides of Ceos sang of "mountain Maia" (Maia oureias)

"of the lovely black eyes."[6] Because they were daughters of Atlas,

they were also called the Atlantides.[7]
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Mother of Hermes

According to the Homeric Hymn to Hermes, Zeus in the dead of night

secretly begot Hermes upon Maia, who avoided the company of the

gods, in a cave of Cyllene. After giving birth to the baby, Maia wrapped

him in blankets and went to sleep. The rapidly maturing infant Hermes

crawled away to Thessaly, where by night-fall of his first day he stole

some of his half-brother Apollo's cattle and invented the lyre from a

tortoise shell. Maia refused to believe Apollo when he claimed Hermes

was the thief and Zeus then sided with Apollo. Finally, Apollo

exchanged the cattle for the lyre, which became one of his identifying

attributes.

As nurturer

Maia (mythology) - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maia_(mythology)

1 of 5 2/25/2015 10:06 PM



Mercury and Maia[10] inside a silver

cup dedicated by the freedman P.

Aelius Eutychus (late 2nd century

AD), from a Gallo-Roman religious

site

Maia also raised the infant Arcas, the child of Callisto with Zeus. Wronged by the love affair, Zeus' wife Hera in

a jealous rage had transformed Callisto into a bear. Arcas is the eponym of Arcadia, where Maia was born.[8]

The story of Callisto and Arcas, like that of the Pleiades, is an aition for a stellar formation, the constellations

Ursa Major and Ursa Minor, the Great and Little Bear.

Her name is related to μαῖα (maia), an honorific term for older women related to μήτηρ (mētēr) 'mother'. Maia

also means "midwife" in Greek.[9]

Roman Maia

In ancient Roman religion and myth, Maia embodied the concept of

growth,[11] as her name was thought to be related to the comparative

adjective maius, maior, "larger, greater." Originally, she may have been

a homonym independent of the Greek Maia, whose myths she absorbed

through the Hellenization of Latin literature and culture.[12]

In an archaic Roman prayer,[13] Maia appears as an attribute of Vulcan,

in an invocational list of male deities paired with female abstractions

representing some aspect of their functionality. She was explicitly

identified with Earth (Terra, the Roman counterpart of Gaia) and the

Good Goddess (Bona Dea) in at least one tradition.[14] Her identity

became theologically intertwined also with the goddesses Fauna, Magna

Mater ("Great Goddess", referring to the Roman form of Cybele but also

a cult title for Maia), Ops, Juno, and Carna, as discussed at some length

by the late antiquarian writer Macrobius.[15] This treatment was

probably influenced by the 1st-century BC scholar Varro, who tended to

resolve a great number of goddesses into one original "Terra."[16] The

association with Juno, whose Etruscan counterpart was Uni, is suggested

again by the inscription Uni Mae on the Piacenza Liver.[17]

The month of May (Latin Maius) was supposedly named for Maia, though ancient etymologists also connected

it to the maiores, "ancestors," again from the adjective maius, maior, meaning those who are "greater" in terms

of generational precedence. On the first day of May, the Lares Praestites were honored as protectors of the

city,[18] and the flamen of Vulcan sacrificed a pregnant sow to Maia, a customary offering to an earth

goddess[19] that reiterates the link between Vulcan and Maia in the archaic prayer formula. In Roman myth,

Mercury (Hermes), the son of Maia, was the father of the twin Lares, a genealogy that sheds light on the

collocation of ceremonies on the May Kalends.[20] On May 15, the Ides, Mercury was honored as a patron of

merchants and increaser of profit (through an etymological connection with merx, merces, "goods,

merchandise"), another possible connection with Maia his mother as a goddess who promoted growth.[21]

Genealogy of the Olympians in Greek mythology

Genealogy of the Olympians in Greek Mythology

Uranus Gaia
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Wikimedia Commons has

media related to Maia

(mythology).

Oceanus Hyperion Coeus Crius Iapetus Mnemosyne

Cronus Rhea Tethys Theia Phoebe Themis

Zeus Hera Hestia Demeter Hades Poseidon

Ares Enyo Hephaestus Hebe Eileithyia Eris

Metis Maia Leto Semele

Aphrodite Athena Hermes Apollo Artemis Dionysus

See also

Maia (star)

Rosmerta

Bona Dea
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