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GARLASCO
(Italy)

Visionary: Maria (13) (mute)
Title: Madonna della Bozzola

It was the first Sunday of September, when a thirteen year old deaf-mute
girl, Mary of Garlasco, was grazing heranimals when suddenly the sky
clouded by the approach of a thunderstorm.

Mary sought shelter under a small kiosk where there was a fresco of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, painted by Augustine of Pavia as a votive offering
for being saved from drowning in the river Ticino. The river then ran a
few yards away from where the girl was, a place studded with bushes of
hawthorn. Suddenly a ball of light appeared. The Blessed Virgin Mary
entrusts the girl with a mission: " Here at Garlasco | want a sanctuary to
protect the whole Lomellina. Many are the graces that | pour into this
place and my children will experience the treasures of my mercy.” Maria
returned to Garlasco and neighbors heard the child's mouth, no longer
deaf and dumb, at once believed the Our Lady's message of the
apparition. From that moment the girl called Maria was blessed by Mary
with the miracle that Our Lady had made on her. The pastor of Garlasco
took care of her, who retired to the convent, run by nuns and located on
the western boundary of the territory of Garlasco Tromello between
Alagna and near the river Terdoppio.

The miraculous event gave way the building of the sanctuary. The
building was erected in its present form, in four building campaigns that
winds through the centuries. The first chapel dates back to the two
decades between 1462 and 1483 and its alloy construction to the wonder
above narrated.
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