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Mataji

Mataji (Hindi ATATSIT marajr) is a Hindi term meaning
‘respected mother'.

1 Etymolog

“Mata" (ATdT) is the Hindi word for “mother” and the
"_ji" (SfT) suffix is an honorific suffix used to indicate re-
spect.

2 Use

“Mataji” is a respectful term used to address an older
woman in Indian culture, particularly if she is unknown
to the speaker. Another term that is used is “auntie”.

“Mataji” is also used by ISKCON devotees as a title. Fe-
male devotees are referred to as "(name) Mataji”, for ex-
ample, “Rukmini Mataji”. Female devotees who have not
been initiated append it to their given name. The term is
also used as a form of address, particularly to a female
devotee whom the speaker does not know. Men are en-
couraged to call all devotee women “Mataji” because ac-
cording to Vedic culture, all women who are not one’s
wife are to be treated as one’s mother.

3 See also

e Prabhu

e Prahlad Jani

4 External links

e Prabhu ji and Mataji: a discussion on the use of
these terms
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Many today consider Ramakrishna to have been an unas-
cended master. Others consider the great master Babaji of the
Himalayas and his sister, Mataji, to be unascended masters.
Masters they are indeed, who have forgone the ritual of the
ascension in order to serve what is known as the Bodhisattva

ideal.

The Masters and the Spiritual Path

By Mark L. Prophet, Elizabeth Clare Prophet
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