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Metatron

Metatron

Not to be confused with Megatron or Magnetron.
For other uses, see Metatron (disambiguation).

Metatron (Hebrew 71700) or Mattatron (a differentiation of Metatronm) is an archangel in Judaism and in
Christian folklore. According to Jewish medieval apocrypha, he is Enoch, ancestor of Noah, transformed into an
angel. There are no references to Metatron as an angel in the Jewish Tanakh or Christian scriptures (Old and New
Testament); however, Genesis 5:24 is often cited as evidence of Enoch's bodily ascension into heaven —"And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him." Although he is mentioned in a few brief passages in the
Talmud, Metatron appears primarily in medieval Jewish mystical texts and other post-scriptural esoteric sources,
such as the Books of Enoch:1 Enoch: Book of Parables, 2 Enoch, and 3 Enoch. In Rabbinic tradition, he is the

highest of the angels and serves as the celestial scribe.!

Origins

The Book of Parables presents two figures: the son of man and Enoch. At first these two characters seem to be
separate entities. Enoch views the son of man enthroned in heaven. Later however they prove to be one and the
same. Many scholars believe that the final chapters in the Book of Parables are a later addition. Others think they are
not and that the son of man is Enoch’s heavenly double similarly to the Prayer of Joseph where Jacob is depicted as
an angel. The Book of Daniel displays two similar characters: the Ancient of Days and the one like a man. Parts of
the text in Daniel are Aramaic and may have been changed in translation. The Septuagint reads that the son of man

came as the Ancient of Days.

The identification of Metatron with Enoch is not explicitly made in the Talmud although it does reference a Prince of
the World who was young but now is old. However, some of the earliest kabbalists assumed the connection. There
also seems to be two Metatrons, one spelled with six letters (]77), and one spelled with seven (117b2™2). The
former may be the transformed Enoch, Prince of the Countenance within the divine palace; the latter, the Primordial
Metatron, an emanation of the "Cause of Causes", specifically the tenth and last emanation, identified with the
earthly Divine Presence. Furthermore, the Merkabah text Re’ uyot Yehezkel identifies the Ancient of Days from

Daniel as Metatron.

Talmud

The Talmud relates that Elisha ben Abuyah (a rabbi and Jewish religious authority born in Jerusalem sometime
before 70 CE), also called Acher (R, "other", as he became an apostate), entered Paradise and saw Metatron sitting
down (an action that is not done in the presence of God). Elishah ben Abuyah therefore looked to Metatron as a deity
and said heretically: "There are indeed two powers in Heaven!"™! The rabbis explain that Metatron had permission
to sit because of his function as the Heavenly Scribe, writing down the deeds of Israel (Babylonian Talmud, Hagiga
15a).

The Talmud states, it was proved to Elisha that Metatron could not be a second deity by the fact that
Metatron received 60 "strokes with fiery rods" to demonstrate that Metatron was not a god, but an angel,

and could be punished.

The Babylonian Talmud mentions Metatron in two other places: Sanhedrin 38b and Avodah Zarah 3b. In Sanhedrin
38b a Minim tells Rabbi Idith that Metatron should be worshiped because he has a name like his master. Rabbi Idith
uses the same passage Exodus 23:21 to show that Metatron was an angel and not a deity and thus should not be
worshiped. Furthermore as an angel Metatron has no power to pardon transgressions nor was he to be received even
as a messenger of forgiveness. Avodah Zarah 3b: In the fourth quarter God sits and instructs the school children. In

the preceding three quarters Metatron may take Gods place or God may do this among other tasks. B Yevamot 16b
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Metatron

records an utterance attributed to the Prince of the World. “I have been young and now I am old.” In rabbinic

tradition this utterance is attributed to Metatron.

Kirkisani

The tenth century Karaite scholar Kirkisani believed that rabbinic Judaism was the heresy of Jeroboam I. He quoted
a version of Sanhedrin 38b. Which he claimed contained a reference to the “lesser YHVH.” Gershom Scholem
suggests that the name was deliberately omitted from later copies of the Talmud. However, Kirkisani may have
misrepresented the Talmud in order to embarrass his Rabbanite opponents with evidence of polytheism.
Extra-talmudic mystical texts such as Sefer Hekhalot do speak of a "lesser YHVH ", apparently deriving the concept
from Exodus 23:21, which mentions an angel of whom God says "my name [understood as YHVH, the usual divine

Proper Namel] is in him".

Merkabah and later mystical writings

Metatron also appears in the Pseudepigrapha, most prominently in the Hebrew Merkabah Book of Enoch, also called
3 Enoch or Sefer Hekhalot (Book of [the Heavenly] Palaces). The book describes the link between Enoch, son of
Jared (great grandfather of Noah) and his transformation into the angel Metatron. His grand title "the lesser YHVH"
resurfaces here. The word Metatron is numerically equivalent to Shaddai (God) in Hebrew gematria; therefore, he is

said to have a "Name like his Master".

Metatron says, "He [the Holy Onel]... called me, 'The lesser YHVH' in the presence of his whole household in the

"m

height, as it is written, 'my name is in him." (12:5, Alexander's translation.) The narrator of this book, supposedly
Rabbi Ishmael, tells how Metatron guided him through Heaven and explained its wonders. 3 Enoch presents
Metatron in two ways: as a primordial angel (9:2—13:2) and as the transformation of Enoch after he was assumed

into Heaven.[4] 5]

And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. [Genesis 5:24 KJV.]

This Enoch, whose flesh was turned to flame, his veins to fire, his eye-lashes to flashes of lightning, his
eye-balls to flaming torches, and whom God placed on a throne next to the throne of glory, received

after this heavenly transformation the name Metatron.'®!

The Zohar calls Metatron "the Youth", a title previously used in 3 Enoch, where it appears to mean "servant”. It
identifies him as the angel that led the people of Israel through the wilderness after their exodus from Egypt (again

referring to Exodus 23:21, see above), and describes him as a heavenly priest.

In the later Ecstatic Kabbalah Metatron is a messianic figure.

Etymology

There are numerous possible etymologies for the name Metatron.®! Some scholars, however, such as Philip
Alexander, believe that if the name Metatron originated in Hekhalot-Merkabah texts (such as 3 Enoch), then it may

be a made-up word like the magic words Adiriron and Dapdapiron.[g]

Hugo Odeberg,Adolf Jellinek!'®! and Marcus Jastrow!'!! suggest the name may originate from either Mattara (X7%)
"keeper of the watch" or the verb MMTR () "to guard, to protect”. An early derivation of this can be seen in
Shimmusha Rabbah, where Enoch is clothed in light and is the guardian of the souls ascending to heaven. Odeberg
also suggests that the name Metatron might be taken from the Persian name Mithras. Citing Wiesner,“zl he lays out

a number of parallels between Mithras and Metatron based on their positions in heaven and duties.

Metatron seems to be made up of two Greek words for after and throne, uettn 0p6vog (meta thronos), taken together
as "one who serves behind the throne" or "one who occupies the throne next to the throne of glory". The two words

do not appear separately in any text known to Gershom Scholem, who therefore dismisses the ideal'® with the words
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"this widely repeated etymology.... has no merit.".'4

The word oUvBpovog (synthronos) is used as "co-occupant of the divine throne";[IS] however, like the above
etymology, it is not found in any source materials. It is supported by Saul Lieberman and Peter Schifer, who give
further reasons why this might be a viable etymology.[l6] The Latin word Metator (messenger, guide, leader,
measurer) had been suggested by Eleazar ben Judah of Worms (c. 1165 — c. 1230), Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman, and
brought to light again by Hugo Odeberg. When transliterated into the Hebrew language, we get 711" or 7n™A.
Gershom Scholem argues that there is no data to justify the conversion of metator to metatron. Philip Alexander also
suggests this as a possible origin of Metatron, stating that the word Metator also occurs in Greek as mitator—a word
for an officer in the Roman army who acted as a forerunner. Using this etymology, Alexander suggests the name
may have come about as a description of "the angel of the Lord who led the Israelites through the wilderness: acting
like a Roman army metator guiding the Israelites on their way".m”ls] Another possible interpretation is that of
Enoch as a metator showing them "how they could escape from the wilderness of this world into the promised land
of heaven". Because we see this as a word in Hebrew, Jewish Aramaic, and Greek, Alexander believes this gives
even more strength to this etymology.

Other ideas include uétpov (metron, "a measure").[lg] Charles Mopsik believes that the name Metatron may be
related to the sentence from Genesis 5:24 "Enoch walked with God, then he was no more, because God took
him."?"! The Greek version of the Hebrew word "to take" is uetetédn (it was transferred). 717, meaning RON, is a
standard addition to MMM, metatron, and other angelic names in the Jewish faith. So Mopsik believes if we

concentrate on B, MTT, he believes it appears to be a transliteration from the Greek peteteom.

In the entry entitled "Paradigmata" in his study, ""The Written' as the Vocation of Conceiving Jewishly", John W
McGinley gives an accounting of how this name functions in the Bavli's version of "four entered pardes".m] This
account maintains that "Ishmael ben Elisha" is a rabbinically sanctioned cognomen for Elisha ben Abbuyah (the
"Akher" of the Bavli's account). This hypothesis explains why the generators of the "chambers" portion of the
Heikhalot literature make "Ishmael ben Elisha" the major protagonist of their writings even though this Rabbi
Ishmael was not directly mentioned in the Bavli's account (in the Gemara to tractate Khaggigah) of "The Work of the
Chariot".

Solomon Judah Leib Rapport in Igrot Shir suggests that Metatron is a combination of two Greek words which mean
to "change" and "pass away" referring to Chanoch (Enoch) who "changed" into an angel and "passed away" from the
world.

References

[1] "GEMATRIA: Metatron" (http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=128&letter=G&search=Metatron). Jewish Encyclopedia

[2] "Metatron" (http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9052302/Metatron). Britannica Online Encyclopedia.

[3] Alan F. Segal titled his book, Two Powers in Heaven (Brill, 1977/2002) on this alleged exclamation.

[4] "Enoch as Metatron and conversion of Moses from flesh to fire" (http://www.sacred-texts.com/journals/jras/1893-15.htm), Journal of the
Royal Asiastic Society, 1893.

[5] . ISBN 0-385-09630-5

[6] Gershom G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism (1941/1961) p. 67. Extract of 3 Enoch.

[7] Etymology of the Name Metatron Andrei Orlov (http://www.marquette.edu/magom/metatronname.html)

[8] Andrei A. Orlov, The Enoch-Metatron Tradition (7SAJ, 107; Tuebingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 2005) 92-97

[9] Alexander, P. “3 Enoch”, 1.243; idem, "The Historical Settings of the Hebrew Book of Enoch", 162.

[10] Jellinek. A. "Beitridge zur Geschichte der Kabbala" (Leipzig c.l. Fritzsche 1852) Page 4

[11] Jastrow. M. "A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud Babli and Yerushalmi, and the Midrashic Literature." Page 767

[12] in Ben Chananja, 1862, p. 384; 1866, pp. 600-625

[13] Scholem, Major Trends, 69.

[14] Scholem, Jewish Gnosticism, 91, and 43.

[15] sunthronos, the Greek term metaturannos, which can be translated as “the one next to the ruler”. Philip Alexander, "3 Enoch"

[16] Lieberman, Saul. "Metatron, the Meaning of His Name and His Functions in: I. Gruenwald, Apocalyptic and Merkavah Mysticism" Leiden,
Brill, 1980. 235-241.

[17] Alexander, P. "From Son of Adam to a Second God" and Alexander, P. "3 Enoch"



https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Peter_Schaefer_%28author%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eleazar_of_Worms
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nachmanides
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Solomon_Judah_Leib_Rapport
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=128&letter=G&search=Metatron
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9052302/Metatron
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alan_F._Segal
http://www.sacred-texts.com/journals/jras/1893-15.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gershom_Scholem
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronname.html

Metatron

[18] Urbach, Ephraim Elimelech. "The Sages: Their Concepts and Beliefs" Cambridge, Maa. : Harvard University Press, 1987, ©1979. ISBN
0-674-78523-1 OCLC: 15489564

[19] Black, Matthew. "The Origin of the Name of Metatron". Can be linked back to the title praemetitor in Philos QG which can be connected to
the Greek word for Metator "measurer".

[20] Mopsik, C. Le Livre hébreu d’Hénoch ou Livre des palais. Paris: Verdier, 1989.

[21] McGinley, John W; "The Written" as the Vocation of Conceiving Jewishly. ISBN 0-595-40488-X. The entry "Paradigmatia” gives an

accounting of the meaning of "Metatron" as it is used in the Bavli's version of "four entered pardes".

External links

* G. G. Stroumsa, "Form(s) of God: Some Notes on Metatron and Christ" (http://www.jstor.org/stable/
1509524), Harvard Theological Review 76 (1983), 269—288

* Rabbi Geoffrey W. Dennis, The Encyclopedia of Jewish Myth, Magic and Mysticism, Llewellyn Publications
(2007), ISBN 978-0738709055

* Excerpts about Metatron from books by Andrei A. Orlov:

* The Etymology of the Name "Metatron" (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronname.html)

* Metatron as the Deity: Lesser YHWH (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronyhwh.html)

* Metatron as the Mediator (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronmediator.html)

e Metatron as the Prince of the World (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronprinceworld.html)
* Metatron as God's Shiur Qomah (http://www.marquette.edu/magom/metatronshiurqomah.html)

* Metatron as the Youth (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronyouth.html)

* Metatron as the Expert in Secrets (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronsecrets.html)

e Metatron as the Scribe (http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronscribe.html)



http://www.jstor.org/stable/1509524
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1509524
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Andrei_Orlov
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronname.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronyhwh.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronmediator.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronprinceworld.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronshiurqomah.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronyouth.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronsecrets.html
http://www.marquette.edu/maqom/metatronscribe.html

Article Sources and Contributors

Article Sources and Contributors

Metatron Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=616727207 Contributors: ***Ria777, -ross616-, 2dMadness, Aaron Solomon Adelman, Aeligature, Afterwriting, Ahwa85,
Akhilleus, Alarob, Alekjds, Alfakim, Alisterg, Android93, Angie C, Angr, Antoin, Apoyon, ArJuna, Attys, Augusta2, Austriacus, BRBurton, Bagpuss, BalthCat, Basilicofresco, Batmansdentist,
Betatron, BillC, Blinking Spirit, Bn, CF90, CanadianLinuxUser, Caribbean H.Q., Cassandraleo, Cassie Dean, Charles Matthews, Chi 271, Chris the speller, ChrisGualtieri, Chuck writing,
Cinemajay, Clerks, CliffC, Connection, Conti, Csernica, CubricO1, Cumulus Clouds, Custardninja, DNewhall, Daibhid C, Dan Murphy, DanSlovakia, Dante Alighieri, Darguz Parsilvan,
DavidCooke, Davidiad, DeadEyeArrow, Deathlime, Deysian, DocWatson42, Dprust, DrOxacropheles, Dream of Nyx, Driscolj, Duoraven, Dustin49, Ebaleytherogue, Ebonize christian, Ekwos,
El roi, Eliyyahu, Emodeca, Emurphy42, Enochmetatron, Ensarija, Ernesthem, Erolos, Esoglou, Eugene-elgato, Evanh2008, Evercat, Excirial, Fearless Son, FergusM 1970, Filelakeshoe, Freddy
eduardo, Freestylefrappe, Gaius Cornelius, Garion96, Gebv, Geo, Gene s, GentlemanGhost, Guybrush, Gwen-chan, Gwyndon, HDJehoel, Hairy Dude, Hanina, Hazama, Hektor, Hellbus,
Ian.thomson, In Transit, Iscariot, J.delanoy, JDspeeder1, JHunterJ, Jason Quinn, Jeff3000, Jennalouisewinchest, JerryFriedman, Jesus Saves!, Jfdwolff, Jhertel, Jimhoward72, John Vandenberg,
Jonney2000, Joshbrez, Joshuaingram, Julia Rossi, Juliekadams, Kaijan, KatiaRoma, Katieh5584, Kbh3rd, Kdar, Kelly Martin, Kman543210, KnightRider, Koavf, Korbnep, Kross, Kyorosuke,
Lordofdance, LovesMacs, Luna Santin, Luzi82, Mangledorf, Mannafredo, Marek69, Marionleenor, MarkSutton, MartinHarper, Matthew Proctor, MatthewPetty, MaveenOlam, Mdylan,
Merovingian, Michaelpremsrirat, Middlebox, Miguel de Servet, Mintrick, Monkeycheetah, MoriyaMug, MrBill85, Mrlanza81, N. Harmonik, NEMT, Nahum Reduta, NawlinWiki, NeatNeatNeat,
NeilN, Netesq, Neum, Nick Number, Ninly, Noclevername, Norm mit, Nutiketaiel, Nv8200p, Omnipaedista, Onorem, Pablo-flores, Pachon, Palfrey, Pandulfi, Paul A, Paul Barlow, Pearle, Peter
Delmonte, Pinethicket, Piyochan, Pterodactyler, Quadell, Qwertyus, R'n'B, Rachack, Rafkins Warning, Reediewes, RenamedUser01302013, RetiredUser2, RichardSnider, Rjwilmsi, Rmhermen,
Ronhjones, Ronocerous, Royce Happy, Rt3368, Satanael, Scott evill, Searingjoy, Sephittaja, Seth Nimbosa, Shimirel, ShirleyBassey, Sibel astarte, Simetrical, Sithrev68, Sko1221, Sloth monkey,
Smitty 1337, Sneftel, Souk, SpaceFalcon2001, SpectrumDT, Styleforever77, Takkunelwood, Tassedethe, Taurrandir, Tb, Terencewest, TheEditrix2, TheOtherJesse, Theserialcomma, Thisisbossi,
Thohrinoakenshield, Tikiwont, Tillwe, Timc, Tokle, Treybien, Trumpetrep, Ttcoon37, Ttwaring, Twas Now, Tydaj, Tylemagne, Typritc, Unician, Unused0025, Vassyana, Wafflechops,
WereSpielChequers, Wereon, Whyvern, WikiDao, Willthacheerleader18, Winterst, Wolf2191, Wolfdog, Woodroar, Woohookitty, Wormcast, Wtmitchell, Xtraeme, Xuchilbara, Yamanbaiia,
Yoninah, Yworo, Zinnmann, Zoz, 507 anonymous edits

License

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0
Jlereativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/




	Metatron
	Origins
	Talmud
	Kirkisani
	Merkabah and later mystical writings
	Etymology
	References
	External links

	License

