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APOCALYPSE, chap. xxi. verse 2, 5.

-1 John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down
Jfrom God out of heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned for her
Husband. And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold 1
make all things new : and He said unto me, Wrile, for these
words are true and faithful.



ADVERTISEMENT.

————

/

Tux following work is, as its title announces, an Exposition of
the Doctrines of the New Church, or of that primitive and purer
form of christianity, from which the church has successively de-
clined, and which primitive form, in this and in the other match-
less writings of the same author, is still further exalted and con-
firmed by a revelation of the interior or spiritual sense of the
Holy Scripture. But as no subject can be satisfactorily elucidated,
nor its truth established, except by a comparison with that to which
it is opposed, several doctrinal tenets, which have, at different times,
been. fashioned and promnigated by general councils and syneds,
are previously stated in the very words. which_sa.nctio:ied their re-
ception; and in the course of the work such an examination of
their. tendency is instituted, by a general as well as a particular
view of the Sacred Records, as must fully satisfy, it is hoped, every
good and reflecting mind of the truth of this New  Dispensation.
Nor will the reader, if his mind is not closed up with prejudice,
be offended at the freedom of the author in commenting upon doc-
trines which are deemed essentially hurtful to the truest interests "
of the Christian church ; since it is evident, from the kind spirit
which pervades the works of this excellent maun, as well as from
his express declaration, that these comments are abstracted from
every ‘personal consideration whatever—for a judgment upon any
man or class of men must be referred to the one Infinite and Eternal
Being, who alone can see and determine each by the intentions or
the ends of life—so that the expressions which are apparently se-
vere may justly be ascribed to a zeal which flows forth from a
fountain of love and charity, in treatiug on a subject in which the
real happiness, improvement, and well-being, of every class, isso
deeply concerned. For though the church, or kingdom of heaven,
is acknowledged to be in him who loves the Lord his God with all
his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind, and his
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neighbour as himself, still must truth of doctrine be prized most
highly by a wise man, as a lamp unto his feet and a light unto his
path,—an emanation continually proceding from the Sun of Righte-
ousness, to direct him to the gates of life. But how necessary it
is that we should examine well the light which is to guide us through
the perplexing paths of this, our preparatory stage of existence,
and see that it be indeed a light kindled from above, and not. the
delusive light of natural reason and self-derived intelligence, which
possibly may bring into, but cannot extricate us from spiritual dif-
ficulties and dangers.

To the humble, liberal, and affectionate enquirer after truth the
following pages are presented in the spirit of charity, and with a
sincere desire to promote his eternal happiness. but above all, with
an earnest prayer to the merciful Father of all His children, that
this and every other manifestation of His truth may fulfi their high
purposes, by enabling each individual of His universal church to be«
come, through His grace, both a better and a wiser man,
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A
BRIEF EXPOSITION

OF THE

DOCTRINE

OF THE

NEW CHURCH,

WIIICH IS MEANT BY THE NEW JERUSALEM,

In the Apocalypse.

v

L SEVERAL works and tracts having been published by
me, during some years past,concerning the NEWJERUSALEM,
whereby is meant a New Church about to be established by
the Lord ; and the Apocalypse having been revealed; I am
come to a determination to lay before the world a complete
view of the doctrine of that church in its full extent: but, as
this is a work of some years, I have thought it adviseable to
draw up some sort of sketch thereof, in order that a general
idea may first be formed of that ehurch and its doctrine ;
because when general principles precede, then the several
particulars will appear at full in a clear light, for these enter
into general principles, as things homogeneous into their
proper receptagles. This compendium, however, is not
designed for critical examination, but is barely offered to the
world by way of information, as its contents will be proved
at large in the work itself. But it is necessary first to state
the doctrinals at present maintained concerning justification,
that the following contrast between the doctrines of the
present church, and those of the New Church, may be
clearly understood.

B
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Tun bocrnnuu OF 'rm; ROMAN CATHOLICS con-
. CERNING JUSTIFIGAT!ON, FROM THE Councu, OF ,
" TRENT.

2. In the bull of Pope Pius 1V. dated 13th November, 15643
are the following words : ¢ I embrace and receive every thing;
bath generally and particularly, which the most holy Council
of Trenthath determined and declared cqncesning Orzgma;
Sin and Justification.” >

‘8. From the Council of Trent, concerning Original Szg,
(*) That Adam, by his transgression, experienced an entire
change and depravation of nature, both in body and soul;
gnd that the ill effects of Adam’s transgression were no
confined to himself, but also extended to his posterity ; and
that it not only transmitted death and corporal sufferingy
p_ppn,all:mankind,- but likewise sin, which.is the.death of the
soul, Sess. v. 1, 2, () That this sin of Adam. which ongp.-
ngll\y was a single tnausgressxmn, and has been transnm,t.ed
by. propagation, and not by imitation, is so implanted.in
the nature of every man, as to be bis ewn, and cannot..be
done. away by any other means than by, the merits ef the
only Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath recoaciled
us to God hy His blood, being made unto us righteoysness
sanctification, and redemption, Sess. v. 3. (¢) .That by the
&ansgression of Adam, all men lost thejr. innogence, and
became. unclean, and by nature the children. of . wmth.
Sess..vi,.chap. 1.

2 ConeﬁrmngﬁJuslgﬁcamn (') That our heavenly, Fat!m.
tbe Father .of Mercies, sent Christ. Jesus his Son into the
world, in the blessgd fulness of time, as well to the.Jews who
were under the law, as tathe Gentiles who fellowed nat aftes
righteausness, that they might all.lay hold.of righteousness,
and receive the adoption of sous, Him God offered ta he:a
propitiation through faith in. His blood, net qnly .for. ong
sins, but likewise for the sins of the whole world, Sess, vis
chap. 2. (®) Nevertheless.a]l do not receive the benefit
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of His death, but only they to whom the merit of Hjs pase
sion ‘is communicated ; so that unless they are born again
in Christ, they can never be justified, Sess. vi. chap, 3.
() That the beginning of justification is to be derived from
the preventing grace of God through Christ Jesus, that is,
from His call, Sess. vi. chap. 5. () That men are disposed
o righteousness, when, being stirred up by divine grace, and
eonceiving faith by hearing, they are freely moved towards
God, believing those things to be true which are divinely
réveal'ed and promised ; and especially this, that the ungodly
gve justified by God through His grace, through redemption,
~ which is by Christ Jesus; and when, being convinced of sit
from thie fear of divine justice, by which they are profitably
disquieted, they are encouraged to hope, and to trust that
God, for Christ’s sake, will be propitious to them; ‘Sess. vi:
ehap. 6. - (4) That the consequence of this disposition and
piiéparﬁtlon is'actual justification, which is net only a remis-
diohi of sins, hut likewise a sanctification and renovation of
tlie interior man, by the reception of divine grace and gifts,
thereby man from being unrighteous becomes righteous;
#fid from being an enemy a friend, so as to be an heir ac-
bording-to the hope of eternal life, Sess. vi. chap. 7. - (¢) The
Jinateause of justification is the glory of God and of Christ,
&tid life “eternal. The efficient cause is God, who freely
Hleanses aird sinetifies.  The merilorious cause is the dedirly
béloved and only-begotten Son of God, our Lord Jesus
Christ, who when we were enemies, through the gréat love
wherewith Helpved us, by His most hely passien upon the
eross merited for us justification, and made satisfaction forus
to God the Father.. The instrumental cawse i¢ the shcrament
#f baptiem which iz a sacrament of fuith, without which none |
can ever be justified: ‘The formal causeis the solerighteousnass
#f Giod ; notithat whereby He is righteous Himself but thst
- Wherely (He inakes' us'righteous, with whicli being: gifted

Yy Hinf; wetire renewed in the spmt of out mmd and ‘are
ttsnad il aiosn n B -
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riof only reputed righteous, butare truly called righteous, and
are so in reality, each according to that measure which.the
Holy Spirit'imparts to every one as it pleaseth Him, Sess. vi.
chap. 7, § 2. () That justification is a translation from
that state, wherein man is born a child .of the first Adam,
into a state of grace and adoption among the sons of Ged
‘by the second Adafm,- our Saviour Jesus Christ, Sess. vi.
chap 1.

5. Concerning Faith, Charity, Good Works, and Mcrit.‘s.
(¢) When the apostle declares, that man is justified by faith,
and freely, these words are to- be understood in the sense
wherein the Catholic church has aniformly held and express-
ed them, to wit, that we ave said to be justified by faithy be-
tause’ faith is the commencement of man’s salvatiom,:the
foundation and root of all justification, without which it is
fimpossible to please God, and attain to the fellowship. ef
His children: but we are said to ‘be justified freely, because
fione of those things which precede justification, whether
fiith or works, merit the actual grace of justification; for.if
it-be grace, it ‘is not of works, otherwise grace would.net be
grace, Sess. vi. chap. 8. (¥) Although nonée can be righte-
ous, but they to whom the merits of the passion of our
Lord Jesus Christ are communicated, nevertheless :that. is
‘effected in justification, when by the merit of. the same mqst
holy-passion, the love of God is infused by the Holy Ghoat
into'the hearts of those who are justified, and abideth in
them : "hemce'in the .act of justification; man receives, to-
‘gethér with-the: remission of his sins, all these things in-
fused itrto-him :at onee by Jesas Christ, in whom bhe is in-
grafted by faith, hope, and charity : for faith, unless charity
‘be added to it, neither unites perfectly.to Christ; nor :con-
“stitutes a living member of His body, Sess. vi, chap. .7; §.3.
¥¢y That Christ 'is not. only 2 Redeemer -in whom we are
Yo have faith, bat also a lawgiver, whom we: must obey,
Bess. vi. chap. 16, can. 21, (¢) That faith witheut works.is
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dead-und-vain; because in. Christ Jesus neither circumcision
availeth-any thing, nor uncireumeision, but faith. which
worketh by :love : . for faith without hope and charity.cannat
#vail anto eternal life ; wherefose also they hearken to the
weord of Christ,. “ If thon wilt enter inta life, keep the
‘commandments :”* thus they who are born again, receiving
true christian righteousness, are commanded to keep it
white and umspotted, as their first robe, given them by Jesus
Olivist, instead of that which Adam lost both for himself and
ti4 by 'his disobedience, that they may present it before tbe
tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ, and.obtain eterpal life,
Sess. vi. ehap. 7, § 4. (¢) That there is a continual influx
of power from Jesus Christ Himself into.those who.are
justified, as from a head into the members, and from a, yine
info the branches; which power always precedes,, accompa-
‘nies, and follows their good works, and without which. they
‘tould not by any means be aoeeptable and meritarious in
‘the sight of God; wherefore we are to believe, that.nothing
‘more is wantihg to those-who are justified, but they may, be
falty assured, that by those works which have been wroyght
i1'God, they have merited eternal life, which will be he-
dtowed upon them in due time, Sess. vi. chap. 16. (f). When
‘we - speak ‘of our -own righteousness, we do nof mean as
ithough it were our own from ourselves ; for that which-is
‘termed our righteousness, is the righteousness of God, be-
‘ing infused into us by God through the wmerit, of Christ :
far be it therefore from any christian man:to truat_or glory
in himself, and not in the Lord, whose goodness towards us
men is so great, that he vouchsafes to segand thase things as
“our merits, which are His own. gifts, Sess: vi..chap. 16,
@) For of ourselves, as of ourselves, we can do nothing ;. but
by His co-operation, who strengthena -us, we. can do. ajl
things : thus man hsth not wheveof' to glory, but all our
.glory isin Christ, in whem we live, in whom we wmerit, in
vhbm wé make satisfaction, bringing. forth fruits worthy .ef
B8 3 , ' .



é K 'BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE -

repentance, whith have their efficacy from Him, aré offered
dnto the Father by Him, and are accepted by the Father
through Him, Sess. xiv. ehap. 8. (h) Whesoever shall eay
that man may be justified in the sight of God, by his own
works, which are done either through the powers of human
nature, or through the teaching of the law, without divine
grace through Christ Jesus, let him be accursed, Sess. vi.
can: ' 1. (i) Whosoever shall say, that man may believe,
libpe, and love, (that is, have faith, hope, and eharity,) ‘as
is necessary in order that the grace of justification may' be
conferred upon him, without the preventing inspiration of
thé Holy Spirit, and His assistance, let him be aeeursed
Segs. vi. can. 2: () Whosoever shall say, that man is Jus-
tified without the righteousness of Christ, whereby he hath
merited for us, let him be accursed, Sess. vi. can. 10. Not
*fd inention thany more passages, principally relating to ‘the

eonjunction ‘of faith with charity or good works, and con-
' ﬂ‘émmng‘ their separation.

" 6. Concerning Free-will. (*) That free-will is' by wo
means destroyed by Adam’s sin, although it is debilitated
and warped thereby,Sess. vi. chap. 1. (b) Whosoever shall
say, that the free-will of man, when moved and stirted’ ‘up
by God, éannot at all co-operate by concurring with’ God,
“Wwho 'stirreth it up and calleth it, whereby man may dispose
and prépare himself' to receive the grace of justification ; or
that he cannot dissent if he would, but that, like a thing in-
‘unimate, be is merely passive, and has not the least power

f"actmn, lethim be accarsed, Séss. vi. can. 4.

7: T'%¢ Poctrinals of the Roman Catholics concerning Juws-

: l‘jﬁcatl(m, as tollected from the Decrees of the Council of
“IVent, may’ be sushmed up and arranged in a series thus.
“'That the sin of Adam is transfosed into the whole htiman
“‘race; whereby his state, and likewise the state ofall men, be-
- tame-perverted, and alienated from God, and thus they weére
made enemies and children of ‘wrath that therefore ‘God
the Father graciously sent"His Son to reconcile, expiate;
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atone, satisfy, and thus to redeem, by being made. righte-,
gusuess.  That Christ accomplished and fulfilled all this, by
offering up Himself a sacrifice to God the Father upon the
¢ross, and thus by his passion and blood. That Christ
alone hath merited, and that this his merit is graciously im:
puted, attributed, applied, and transferred to the man who
is recipient thereof, by God the Father through the Holy
Splrll and that thus the sin of Adam is removed from man;
concupiscence however still remammg in him as an incen-
tive tosin. That Justlﬁcatlon is the remission of sins, and
;that from thence a renovation of the interior man. takes
place, whereby man from an enemy becomes a friend, and
from being a child of wrath, a child of grace; and that thys
union with Christ is effected, and the regenerate perso,n»be,-
.comesa living member of His body. .

..8. That faith comes by hearing, when a man behevea
;hose things to be true which are revealed from. heaveq,
and trusts in the promises of God., That faith is the be-
ginning of man’s salvation, the foundation and root of all -
.justification, without which it is imppssible to please kGod,
‘and enter into the fellowship of His children : that justifi-
,¢ation. is brought about by faith, hope, and charity; and
_that ynless faith be accompanied by bope and charity, it is
not living but dead, and .incapable of effecting union with
Christ. That it is man’s duty to co-operate; that he has
the power to approach and recede, otherwise nothing could
-be given unto him, for he would be like an inanimate
corpse. That inasmuch as the reception of _]ustlﬁcatlon re-
.neweth man, and as this is effected by the.application of the
yquerit of Chr_xst during man’s co-operation, it follows that
_l,}_v‘olrks are meritorious ; but inasmuch.as they are done from
o &race, and by the Holy Spirit; and as Christ alone hath
.merited, therefore God considers His own gifts in man as
.-mgritorious; whence it follows, that no one oyght to atri-

't hote, any thing of merit to bimself. . ,
?.3””!" N Rt IR 34
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THE DOCTRINALS OF THE PROTESTANTS CONGCERNING
:, JUSTIFIGATION, FROM THE FORMULA CONCORDLE.
*.THE Book from whence the following Extracts are
oollected, is called Formula Concordie, or Form of Con-
cord, and was composed by persons attached to the- Augs-
burg confession; and as the pages will be cited wherk
the’ quotations are tn be met with, it is proper to observe,
that I have ‘made use of the edmon prmted at Lenpsnck in
the year 1756. o

- 10.. From the Formula Concordice, concerning original sin.
(» That since the fall of Adam, all men naturally descended
from him are born in'sin, which brings damnation and eter:
nal'death upon those who are not regenerated, and that the
merit of Christ is the only means whereby they are reveé
herdted, consequently the only remedy whereby they’ are
l'estoted, page 9, 10, 52, 53, 55, 317, 641, 644, and Appen-
dix, p. 138, 139. (b) That original sin is such a total cor«
ruption of nature, that there is no spmtual soundness i
the powers of man either as to his soul or body, p. 57%:
(¢) That it is the source of all actual sins, p. 317, 577, 639,
640, 942, Appendix, p. 139. (%) That it is‘a total absenceé
or privation of the image of God, p. 640. (%) That we
ought to distinguish between our nature such as God cré«
.ated it, and original sin which dwelleth in our nature, p:
645. (%) Moreovyer original sin is there styled the work of
the devil, spiritual poison, the root of all evils, an accident
and a quality; whereas our nature is there styled the work
and creaturé of God, the personality of man, a substance
and an essence ; ‘and that the dilference between them is the
game as the difference between a man mfected witha dlsease
und ‘the disease itself.

“"11. Of Justification by Faith. The general principles‘
are'these = (*) That'by the Word and sacraments the Holy
Ghost is given, who effects faith when and where he pleass
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eth, in those who hear the gospel. (b) That contrition,
§ustification by faith, renovation, and good works, follow
in due order; that they areto be propetly distinguished
one from the other; and that contrition and good works do
not avail any thing unto salvation, bat faith alone. (¢) That
Jjustification by faith alone, is .remission of sins, deliverance
from damnation, reconciliation with the Father, adoption
as sons, and is effected by the imputation of the merit.or
righteousness of Christ. (¢) That hence Faith is that esseris
tial righteousness, whereby we are accounted righteous
before God, and that it.is a trust and confidence in gruce.
(¢) That renovation, which follows, is vivification, regeneras
tion, and sanctification. () That good works, which-ara
the fruits of faith, being in themselves works of .the spirit,
follow that renovation. (8) That this faith way be loa§
by grievous sins.  The general principles. concerning the
Law and the Gospel are these : (b) That we must carefully
distinguish between the law and the gospel, and  between
the works of the law aud the works of the Spirit, which
age the fruits of faith. (i) That the law is a doctrine which
teaches that man is in sin, and therefore under eondemnas
tion and the wrath of God, thus exciting terror; but that
the gospel is a doctrine which teaches atonement for sip;
and deliverance from damnation by Christ, and thus a doc-
trine of consolation. (%) That there are three uses of ‘the
law, viz. to keep the wicked within bounds, to:brisg men
to an acknowledgment of their sins, and to hold up_to the
regenerate a rule of life. () That the regenerate are. in
the law, but not under the law, for they.ave under grace.
(™) That it is the duty of the regenerate to exercise them-
selves in the law, because, during their life in the world,
they are prompted to sin by the lusts of the flesh; but: that
they - become- pure and perfect after death.. () That .the
regenerate are also chastised by the Holy Ghost, and en-
dure various aflictions, but-that nevertheless they keep the
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Jaw willingly, and thus being the children of God, live i
obedience to the law ©) That with those who are not
regenerated the veil of Moses still remaineth. before theu:
eyes, and the old Adam beareth rule; but that with the re;
generate the veil of Moses is taken away, and the ql_c}
A dam brought into- subjection, or crucified.

. 12. Particulars from the Formula Concordie, concpmmg
Justification by Faith without the Works of the Law. (%)
That faith is imputed for righteousness without works, on
account of the merit of Christ which is laid hold of by
faith, p. 78, 79, 80, 584, 689. (®) That charity follows jus-
tifying faith, but that faith does not justify as being formed
by charity, as the Papists say, p. 81, 89, 94, 117, 688, 691,
Appendix, p. 169. () That neither the contrition which
precedes faith, nor the renovation and sanctification which
follow after it, nor the good works then performed, havg
any thing to do with justification by faith, p. 688, 689
(%) That it is a folly to imagine, that the works of the secon
table of the decalogue justify in the sight of God, for, that
table has relation to our transactions with men, and not pror
perly with God ; and the business of justification is between
God and us, and to appease His wrath, p. 102... () If any
pne therefore believes he can obtain the remission of his
sins, because he is possessed of charity, he brings a reproach
on Christ, by an impious and vain confidence in his own
nghteousness, p- 87,89. (") That good works are utter]y
40-be excluded, in treating of justification and eternal life,
. 589. ; (*) That good works are not necessary as a meri-
torious causg of salvation, and that they. do not enter into
the act of justification, p. 589, 590, 702, 704, Appendix,
B 173, (1) That the position, that good works are peces-
sary to salvation, is to be rejected, because it takes away the
cgmfort of the gospel, gives occasion to doubt of the grace
.of God, mstnls a conceit of self-righteouspess, and becaqae
Ahey are admitted by the Papists to support a bad .cause,
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p- 704. () The expression, hat good works are hecessary to
salvation, is rejected  and condemned, p. 591. (%) That ex:
pressions, implying that good works are necessary unto sale
vation, ought not to be taught and defended, but rather exs
ploded and rejected by the churches as false, p. 705. ()
That works, which do not proceed from a true faith, are in
fact sins in the sight of God, that is to say, they are defiled
with sin, because a corrupt free cannot bring forth good
frait, p. 700. (™) That faith and salvation are neither pre-
served nor retained by good works, because these' are only
evidences that the Holy Spirit is present, and dwelleth i
us, p. 590, 705, Appendix, p. 174. (n) That the Decree of
the Council of Trent is deservedly to be rejected, which afs
firms, that good works preserve salvation, or that justified-
tion by faith, or even faith itself, is maintained and preserve
ed, either in the whole, or in the least part, by our WOrks
p 707. -

- 18. Particulars from the Formula Concordice, concerniig
¥he Fruits of Faith. (*) That adifference is to be observed
between the works of the law, and the works of the spirit
and that the works which a regenerate person performs with
& free and willing mind, are not works of the law, bat works
of the spirit, which are the fruits of faith; because théy
who are born again are not under the law, but under gracé,
p- 589, 590, 721, 722. (b) That good works are the fruits
of repentance, p. 12. (9) That the reé’enerate" réceive by
faith a new life, new affections, and new  works, and that
these are from faith in repentance, p. ‘184 * () That maa
‘after conversion and justification begins to ‘be'rémewed in his
mind, and at length in his understanding, and that then his
‘will is not inactive or backward in performing daily exercises
of repentarice, p. 582, 673, 700. (¢) That we'ought ta fe-
jpent as well on account of original sin, as on'account of ac-
tusl sins, p. 521, Appendix, p. 159. (") Fhat repentarice
-with Chiistians continues until dtath, because they havé te
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restle with the remains of sin in the flesh as-long as they
live, p. 327. (®) That we must enter upon, and advance
ftiore and more in, the practice of the law of the decalogue)
p- 85, 86. (b) That the regenerate, although delivered
from the curse of the law, ought nevertheless still to exercise
themselves in the divine law, p. 718. (i) That the regenerate
are not without the law, though not under the law, for they
live according to the law of the Lord, p. 722. (k) That
the law ought to be considered by the regenerate as a rule-of
religious life, p. 596, 717, Appendix, p. 156. (1) That the:
regénerate ‘do good works, not by constraint, but of their
own accord and freely, as though they had received no eom:
mand, had-heard of no threatenings, and expected no res
wird, p. 896, 701. (m) That with them faith is always éce
cupied in’ some good work, and he who does not thus pers
foth good works, is destitute of true faith, for where there
i ‘faith, ‘thete will ‘be also good works, p. 701. () That
charity and good ftuits follow faith and regeneration,
121, 122, 171, 188, 692. (°) Faith and works agree well
together, and are inseparably connected; but faith alone
lays hold of the blessing. without works, and yet it is mot
alone; hence it is that faith without works is dead; p. 692
693. (r) That after man is justified by faith, his faith bes
ing then true and alive is operative by charity, for good
works always follow justifying faith, and are most certainly
discovered with it ; thus faith is never alone, but always
accompanied by hope and charity, p. 586. (9) We allow,
that where good works do not follow faith, in such case it is
a false and not’a'true faith; p. 836.- (*) That it is as impos-
sible to separate good works from faith, as heat and light
from fire, p. 701. (%) That as the old Adam is always ins
herent in obr very nature, the regenerate have continual
need of admonition, doctrine, threatenings, and even the
chastisements of the law, for thiey are reproved and cors
rected by the Holy Spirit throigh the law, p. 719, 720,
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791, - (t) That. the regenerate must wrestle with.the old
Adam, and that the flesh must be kept under by exhorta+
tions, :threatenings, and stripes, because renovation of life
by faith is only begun in the present life, p. 595, 506, 724:
¢%) That there remains 'a perpetual wrestling between the
flesh and the spirit, in the elect and truly regenerate, p.
675, 679. (=) That the reason why Christ promises re-
mission-of sins to good works, is, because they follow res
conciliation, and also because good fruits must necessarily
follow, and because they are the signs of the promise, p.
416, 117. (v) That saving faith is not in those who bhave
not.charity, for charity is the fruit which infallibly and ne-
cessavily follows true faith, p. 688. (2) That good works
are necessary on many accounts, but not as a. meritorious
ceuse; p. 11, 17, G4, 95, 133, 580, 590, 702, Appendix,
p» 172, (*) That a regeserate.person ought to. coroperate
swith the Holy Spirit, by the new gifts and powers which
he hath received, but in. a certain way, p. 582,.583, 674,
@75, Appendix, p. 144. - (**) Inthe Confession of the Churches
imthe Low Countries, which was received in the Synod of Dort,
we read as follows : * Holy faith cannot be inactive in man,
for it is a faith working by charity ; and works, which pro-
ceed:from a:good root of faith, are good and acceptable in
the sight of Gad, as being fruits of a good tree; for we
are debtors unto God to do good works, but. God is na
debtor unto us, inasmuch as it is God that doeth them in
us.” T :
- 14. Concerning Merits, from the Formula Concardig. . (%)
That it is false, that our works merit remission .of sins;
false, that men are accounted righteous by the righteousness
of reason ; and false, that reason of its own strength.is.ca~
pable of loviag God above all things, and of keeping His
law, p. 64. (®) That faith does not. justify because:it js.in
itsell s0.good a work,.and so excelleat a virtue, but because
#days hold of the merit of Glwist.in the promise.of .the gos
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pet, pi- 76, 684. - (%) That the promise of remission of sitis;
amd justification for Christ's suke, does net involve-any eons
dition - of merit; because it is freely: offered, p. 67. (4
‘Fhat a sinner is justified in the sight of God, or absolved
frony his sins, and from the most just sentence of damnation;
and -adopted inte the number of the children of God;
without any merit of his own, and without any works of
s owa, whether past, present, or future, of mere grace;
and only ‘on account of the sole merit of Christ, which
iscimputed to him for righteousness, p. 684. (%) That
good ‘works follow faith, remission of sins, and regeners
ation; and whatever of pollution or imperfection' is in
them, is not accounted sinful or defective,: and: that: for
Christ’s sake; and thus that the whole man, both as:to
bis. person and his works, is rendered and pronounced
righteous rnd holy, out of mere grace and mercy in Christy
sbed abroad, - displayed; and magnified towards us ; wheues
fore: we_cannot glory on account:of merit, p. 74, 92, 98]
836. (") He who trusteth in works, thinking he ean merit
any thing thereby, despises the merit and grace of Cbrist,
and seeks a way to heaven without Christ, by -his own
strength, p. 16, 17, 18, 19. () Whosoever. desires' tn
ascribe ‘something to good warks in the articele .of justificas
tion, and to: merit the grace of God thereby, to such'a
man works are not only unprofitable, but even: pernicions,
p. 708. (1) The works ef the decalogue are enumerated;
and other:necessary works, which God vouchsafes to reward;
p- 176,°198. . (i)' We teach; that.good works are meritori«
ous, not indeed- of remission of sins, grace, and. justifiea~
tion, but of othier temporal rewards, and even spiritual re«
wards . in this'life, and after this life, because Paul saysy
% Every one shall receive a reward according to his laboar;;”’
and Christ 'says, ¢ Great will be your. reward in_heaven;'’
andit is frequently said, that “ it shall he .rendered snte
every one according: to kis works;” ‘wherefore wé acknows
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ledge-eternal life to be a reward, because it is our dae aes
cording to promise, and beecause God crowreth His ows
gifts, but not on account of our merits, p. 96, 133, 184,
135, 136, 137, 188. (k) That tie good works of. believers,
when they are performed upoa right. principles, and directed
to.right ends, such as God requires from the regenerate,
#re signs of eternal salvation; and that God the Father ac-
counts them acceptable and pleasing for Christ’s sake, and
premises to them excellent rewards of the present life, and
¢f that which is to come, p. 708. (!) That although good
works merit rewards, yet neither from their worthiness
nor fitness do they merit the remission of sins, or the glory
of -eternal life, p. 96, 135, 139, &c. Appendix, p. 174.
¢*) That Christ at the last judgment will pass sentence on
#ood and evil works, as the genuine effects and evidences of
wen’s faith, p. 134, Appendix, p. 187. (7) That God re«
wards good works, but that it is of grace that He crowne
His own gifts, is asserted in the Confem'on of the Churches
i the Low Countries.

18, Concerning Free Will, from the Formula Corcordie.
6) That'man hath not the smallest degree of ability in spiri-
] things, p. 15, 18, 219,818, 579, 656, &c. Append. p.141.
¢»That man by the fall of his first parents is become so
totdlly: corrupt, that he is by nature blind with respect to
spiritual. things, which relate to conversion and salvationy
ahd accounts the Word eof God as a foolish thing; and that
bb- is and eontinues to be an enemy to God, until by the
power of the Holy Spirit, through preaching and hearing of
the ‘Word, he is of mere grace, without any.the least co-
operation on his-part, converted, gifted: with faith, regenera-
ted, and renewed, p. 656, 857. (<) That man is-altogether
corrupt and dead to what 'is good, so that in the nature of
many sinee:the fall, and before regeneration, there is not so
much as-a spark of spiritual strength subsisting or remaining,
whoreby: he can: prepure himealf for the grace of .God, ov
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apprehend it when offered, or of and by himself be capable
of receiving it, or understand, believe, embrace, think, will,
begin, perfect, act, operate, co-operate in spiritual things,
or apply or accommodate himself to grace, or contribute any
thing towards his conversion, either in the whole, the half,
or the least part, p. 656,658. (¢) That man in spiritual and
divine things, which regard salvation, is like the pillar of
salt into which Lot’s wife was turned, and like astock or a
stone without life, which have neither the use of eyes, mouth,
nor any of the senses, p. 661, 662. ¢ That still man hath a
loco-motive power, by virtue whereof he can govern his
outward members, attend public worship, and hear the
Word and the gospel; but that in his private thoughts he
despizes it as a foolish thing ; and in this respect is worse
than a stock, unless the Holy Spirit is efficacious in him,
p- 662, 671,67¢,673. () That still it is not with man in his
conversion, as in the forming of a stone into a statue, or the
stamping an impression upon wax, which have neither know-
ledge, sense, nor will, p. 662, 681. (%) That man in his
conversion is a merely passive subject, and not an active one,
p- 662, 681. (h) That man in his conversion does not at all
co-operate with the Holy Spirit, p. 219, 579, 583, 672, 676,
Appendix, p. 143, 144. (b) That man since the fall retains
and possesses the faculty of knowing natural things, as also
free-will in some measure to chuse natural and civil good,
p. 14,218, 641, 664, Appendix 142. (i) That the assertions
of certain fathers, and modern doctors, that God draws man,
but draws him in a manner consistent with his will, are not
consonant with Holy Scripture, p. 582, 583. (k) That man,
when he is born again by the power of the Holy Spirit,
co-operates, though in much weakness, from the new powers
and gifts, which the Holy Spirit has begun to operate in him
at his conversion, not indeed forcibly, but spontaneously,
p- 582, &c. 673, 674, 675, Appendix, p. 144. () That in
the regenerate, not only the gifts of God, but likewise Christ
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Himself dwelleth by faith, as in His temples, p. 695, 697,
698, Appendix, p. 150. (™) There is a wide difference between
baptized persons and persons not baptized; for it is the
doctrine of Paul, that all who have been baptlzed have put
on Christ, and are truly regenerate, having thereby acquired
a freedom of will, that is to say, being again made free, as
Christ testifies, whence they not only hear the Word of God,
but are likewise enabled, though in much weakness, to assent
to, and embrace it by faith, p. 675.

"It is proper to observe, that the foregoing extracts are
taken from a book called Formula Concordice, which was
composed by persons attached to the Augsburg confession ;
but that nevertheless the like doctrines concerning justification
by faith alone are maintained and taught by the Reformed in
England and Holland; wherefore the following treatne is
intended for all; see below, n. 17, 18.
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OF THE

DOCTRINALS OF THE NEW CHURCH.
-

16. WE now proceed to give a brief Exposition of the
Doctrine of the New Church, whieh is signified by the New
Jerusalem in the Revelation, chap. xxi. and xxii. This
doctrine, which is not only a doctrine of faith, but also of
life, will be divided in the larger work into three parts.*

- Tue First Part will treat, I. Of the Lord God the
Saviour, and of the Ditine Trinity in Him. 11. Of the
Sacred Scripture, and its Two Senses, the Natural and the
Spiritual, and of its sanctity thence derived. I1I1. Of Laove
to God and Love towards our Neighbour, and of the Agree-
ment of those Loves with each other. 1V. Of Faith, andits
Conjunction with those two Loves. V. The Doctrine of Life
from the Commandments of the Decalogue. V1. Of Refor-
mation and Regeneration. VII. Of Free-will, and Man’s
Co-operation with the Lord thereby. VI1ll. Of Baptism.

* The work here alluded to is the True Cristian Religion, whbich was pub-
lished about three years after the appearance of this Sketck. In composing
this great work, the auther has adhered to the plan here laid down as to sub-
stance, but not exactly as to form : thus he has not divided it into three parts,
but into fourteen chapters, in which he treats expressly of most of the subjects
here mentioned as designed to form the contents of two parts of the work,
and incidentally of theothers; but the disagreements between the tenets of
the Old Church and of the New, which are here mentioned as the subject of
a separate third part, are not treated of by themselves, but are pointed out
throughout the whole course of the work, as occasion requires.
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1X. Of the Holy Supper. X. Qf Heaver and Hell.
XI1. Of Man’s Conjunction therewith, and of the State of
Man's Life after Death according to that Conjunction. XII.
Of Eternal Life.

THE Seconxp Parrt will treat, [. Of the Consummation
of the Age, or End of the present Church. 11. Of the
Coming of the Lord. 111. Of the Last Judgment. 1V.
Of the New Church, which is the New Jerusalem.

Tae THirD PArT will point out the Disagreements be-
tween the Tenets of the present Church, and thosc of the New
Church. But we will dwell a little upon these now, be~

- cause it is believed both by the. clergy and laity, that _the
- present church is in the genuine light of the gospel and .in
. the truths thereof, which cannot possibly be disproved, over-
- turned, or controverted, not even by an angel from heaven:
neither does the present church see any otherwise, because
« ‘it has withdrawn the understanding from faith, and yet has
- ‘confirmed its tenets by a kind of sight beneath the under-
standing, for falses may there be confirmed to such a degree,
-.as to put on the appearance of truths ; and when this is the
‘ease, they acquire a fallacious light, before which the light
of truth appears as darkness. For this reason we shall
=" bere dwell a little upon this subject, mentioning the disa-
- greements, and illustrating them by briefremarks, that such
- ‘a8 ‘have not their understandings closed by a blind faith
may see them at first as in a kiod of twilight, and after-
wards as in morning light, and at length, in the large work,
as in the light of day. The disagreements in general are as
* follows.

I :
. 11. That the Churches, which by the Reformation sepa-
. vated themselves from the Roman Catholic Church, dissent in
' vavious points of doctrime ; but that they all agree in the
,” articles concerning a Trinity of Persons in the Godhead, Oyir
c?2
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ginal Sin from Adam, Imputation of the Merit of Christ,
and Justification by Faith alone.
BRIEF ANALYSIS OF THE ABOVE PROPOSITION.

18. The churches, which by the reformation separated
themselves from the Romish church, are composed of such
as call themselves Gospellers and Reformed, likewise Pro-
testants, or, from the names of their leaders, Lutherans and
Calvinists, among which the church of England holds the
middle place: we shall say nothing here of the Greek
church, which long ago separated from the church of Rome.,
That the Protestant churches dissent in various things, par-
ticularly concerning the holy supper, baptism, election, and,
the person of Christ, is well known to many ; but that they
all agree in the articles of a trinity of persons in the God-
head, original sin, imputation of the merit of Christ, and.
justification by faith alone, is not universally koown ; the
reason of which is, because few persons apply themselves
to inquire into the differences of sentiment maintained by
different churches, and consequently few understand where-
in they agree: it is ‘only the clergy that study the tenets. of.
their charch, while the laity rarely enter deeply into them,.
and consequently are unacquainted with differences in opi-,
nion. That nevertheless they agree in the four articles.
above-mentioned, both in their general principles, and in
many of the particulars, will appear evident to any one who.
will be at the pains to consult their books, or attend te their
sermons. 'This, however, it is necessary to make the reader
acquainted with, on account of what follows.

I1.

19. That the Roman Catholics, before the Reformation,
held and taught exactly the same things as the Reformed
did afler il, in respect to the four articles above-mentioned,
namely, -a Trinity of Persons in the Godhead, Original Sixn,
the Imputation of the Merit of Christ, and Justification by
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Faith therein, only with this difference, that they conjoined
that Faith with Charity or Good Works.
BRIEF ANALYSIS,

20. That there is such a conformity between the Roman
Catholics and the Protestants in these four articles, as hard-
ly to be any material difference, except that the former con-
join faith and charity, while the latter divide between them,
i scarcely known to any one, and indeed is so generally
unknown, that the learned themselves will be ready te won-
der at the assertion : the reason of this ignorance is, because
the Roman Catholics rarely approach God our Saviour, but
instead  of Him the pope as His vicar, and likewise the
saints ; hence they have deeply buried in oblivion their tenets
concerning the imputation of the merit of Christ, and justi-
fication by faith; that nevertheless such tenets are received
and acknowledged by them, evidently appears from the De-
crees of the Council of Trent, quoted ahove, n. 3, 4, 5, 6,
7,8, and confirmed by pope Pius IV. n. 2: which if com-
pared with the tenets extracted from the Augsburg Con-
fession, and from the Formula Concordiz thence derived, n.
9,10, 11, 12, the difference between them will be found to
consist more in words than in substance. The doctors of the
church, by reading and comparing the above passages toge-
ther, may indeed see some conformity between them, but
still rather obscurely ; that these therefore, as well as those
who are less learned, and also the laity, may be fully satisfied
in this matter, the subject shall be more clearly illustrated
in what follows.

IIl.

- 21. That the leading Reformers, Luther, Melancthon,
and Calzin, retained all the tenets concerning a Trinity of
Persons in the Godhead, Original Sin, Imputation of the
Merits of Christ, and Justificabion by Faith, just as they were
and had becr among the Roman Catholics ; but that they se-
parated Charity or Good Works from that faitk, and declared

c3
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that they were not at the same time of a saving efficaty, with a

view o be totally severed from the Roman Catholies as to the

very Essentials of the Church, whiéh are Faith and Charity.
BRIEF ANALYSIS.

22. That the four articles above mentioned, as at present.
taught in the reformed churches, were not new, and first
broached by those three leaders, but were handed down
from the time of the council of Nice, and taught by the wri«
ters after that period, and thus preserved in the Romish
church, is very plain from ecclesiastical history. The rea~
. son why the Roman Catholics and the Reformed agree in the
article of a trinity of persons in the God-head, is, because
they both acknowledge the three creeds, the Apostles’, the
Nicene, and the Athanasian, in which a trinity is taught.
That they agree in the. article of the imputation of the
merit of Christ, is plain from the extracts from the council
of Trent; n. 3 to 8, compared with those from the Formula
Concordie, n. 10 to 15. Their agreement in the article of
justification, shall now be the subject of discussion. '

23. The doctrine maintained hy the council of Trent,
concerning justifying faith, is as follows: ¢ It has always
been the uniform opinion of the Catholic church, that faith
is the beginning of man’s salvation, the foundation and root
of all justification, without which it is impossible to please
God, and attain to the fellowship of His children,” see
above, n.5 (). Also, “that faith comes by hearing the
word of God,” n. 4 (¢). Moreover, that that Romish coun-
cil conjoined faith and charity, or faith and good works;
may clearly be seen from the quotations above, n. 4, 5,
7, 8. But that the reformed churches, from their leaders,
have separated them, declaring salvation to consist in faith,
and not at the same time in charity or works, to the intent
that they might be totally severed from the Roman Catho-
lics, as to the very essentials of the church, which are faith
and charity, I have frequently heard from the above-men-
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tioned leaders themselves; as also, that they established
such separation by the following considerations, viz.: that
no one can do any good thing available to salvation, of him-
self, nor can fulfil the law; and moreover, [that good works
should be excluded] lest thereby any merit of man should
enter into faith. That from these principles, and with this
view, they excluded the good works of charity from faith,
and thereby also from salvation, is plain from the quota-
tions from the Formula Concordie above, n. 12; among
which are these: ¢ That faith does not justify, as beiug
formed by charity, as the Papists alledge, n. 12 (b): that
the position, that good works are necessary to salvation,
ought to be rejected upon many accounts, and among others,
because they are accepted by the Papists to support a bad
cause, n, 12 (*): that the decree of the council of Trent,
that good works preserve and retain salvation and faith, is
deservedly to be rejected,” n. 12 (7) : not to mention other
passages to the same purport. That still, however, the Re-
formed conjoin faith and charity into one essential of salva-
tion, and only differ from the Roman Catholics respecting
the quality of works, will be shewn in the following article, -
Iv.
. 24. That nevertheless the leading Reformers adjoined good
works, and even conjoined them, to their faith, but in man
as a passive subject; whereas the Roman Catholics con-
Join them tn man as an active subject ; and thal notwithstand-
ing there is actually a conformily belween the one and the
other as to faith, works, and merils.
BRIEF ANALYSIS.

25. That the leading Reformers, although they separated
faith and charity, did still adjoin and even conjoin them, but
would not admit of their being united into one, so as to be
both together necessary to salvation, is evident from their
baoks, sermons, and declarations; for after they have sepa-
rated them, they conjoin them, and even express this con-

c4
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Jjunction in clear terms, and not in such as admit of two
senses; as for instance in the following : That faith after
justification is never alone, but is always accompanied by.
charity or good works, and if not, that such faith is not a,
living but a dead faith, see above, n. 13, (°) (P) (3) (") (¥)
(*®) : nay, that good works necessarily follow faith, n. 13,
(®*) (") (® : and' that the regenerate person, by new powers.
and gifts, co-operates with the Holy Spirit, n. 13 (a:). That
the Roman Catholics teach exactly the same doctrines, is.
plain from the passages collected from the council of Trent,
n. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.

26. That the Reformers profess nearly the same things.
with the Roman Catholics concerning the merit of works,.
is evident from the following quotations from the Formula
Concordiee : That good works are rewarded by virtue of,
the promise and by grace, and that from thence they merit
rewards both temperal and spiritual, n. 14, () (x) () (»):-
and that God crowns His own gifts with a reward, n. 14,
(®) (»). The like is asserted in the council of Trent, name-
ly, That God of His grace makes His own gifts to be merits,-
n. 5,(N: and moreover, that salvation is not of works, but
of promise and grace, because it is God who operates them
by His Holy Spirit, n. 5, (¢) () & (®) () (¥).

27. From comparing the one and the other, it appears at
the first view, as though there was an entire conformity. be-.
tween them ; but lest this should be the case, the Reformers
distinguished between the works of the law proceeding from.
man’s purpose and will, and works of the spirit proceeding
from faith as from a free and spontaneous source, which
latter they denominated the fruits of faith, as may be seen
above, n. 11, (d) (1), and n. 18, () () (1), and n. 15, (¥). Hence,
on an accurate examination and comparison, there does not
appear to be any difference in the works themselves, but .
only in the quality of them, viz. that the latter sort proceed
from man as from a passive subject, but the formeras from
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an active subject ; consequently they are spontaneous when
they proceed from man's understanding, and not at the same
time from his will : this is said, because man, while ke does
good works, cannot but be conscious that he is doing them,
and consciousness is from the understanding. Nevertheless,
as the Reformed likewise preach up the exercises of repent-
ance, and wrestlings with the flesh, n. 13, (4) () () () (®)
(v), and these cannot be done by man but from his purpose
and will, and thus by him as from himself, it follows, that
there is still an actual conformity.

28. As to what concerns free-will in conversion, or in the.
act of justification, it appears as if their sentiments were
entirely opposite to each other; but that they still accord
together, may be seen, if we duly consider and compare the
passages transcribed from the Council of Trent, n. 6, (*) (*),
. with those from the Formula Concordie, n. 15, (m) : for in.
christian countries all are baptized, and from thenee are in
a state of free-will, so as to be enabled not only to hear the:
Word of God, but likewise to assent to the same, and em-
brace it by faith; consequently no one in the christian world
is like a stock.

29. Hence then appears the truth of what is asserted in.
n. 19 and n. 21, viz. that the Reformers derived their opi-
nions, concerning a trinity of persons in the Godhead, origi-
nal sin, -the imputation of the merit of Christ, and justifica-
tion by fuith, from the Roman Catholics. These things
have been advanced, in order to point put the origin of their
tenets, especially the origin of the separation of faith froux
good works, or the doctrine of faith alone, and to shew
that it was with no other view than to be severed from the
Roman Catholics, and that, after all, their disagreement is
more in words than in reality. From the passages above
adduced, it very evidently appears upon what foundation
the faith of the reformed churches has been erected, and
from what inspiration it took its rise.
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. V.

80. That the whole system of Theology in the Christian
World, at this day, is founded on an idea of Three Gods,
arising from the Doctrine of a Trinily of Persons.

BRIEF ANALYSIS.

81. We will first say something concerning the origin or
source, from whence the idea of a trinity of persons in the
Godhead, and thereby of three Gods, proceeded. There
are three creeds, entitled, the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the
Athanasian, which specifically assert a trinity : the Apostles’
and the Nicene assert simply a trinity, but the Athanasian
a trinity of persons. These three Creeds are to be met
with in many of our Psalters, the Apostles’ Creed next the
Psalm which is sung, the Nicene after the Decalogue, and
the Athanasian apart by itself.* The Apostles’ Creed was
written after the times of the Apostles; the Nicene Creed at
the Council of Nice, a city of Bithynia, whereunto all the
bishops in Asia, Africa, and Europe, were summoned by the
Emperor Constantine, in the year 318; but the Athanasian
Creed was composed since that council by one or more per-
sons, with an intent utterly to overthrow the Arians, and
was afterwards received by the e¢hurchesas azcumenical. In
the two former creeds the confession of a trinity was evi-
dent, but from the third or Athanasian Creed the profession
of a trinity of persons was spread abroad : that heuce arose
an idea of three Gods, shall now be shewn.

82. That there is a divine trinity, is manifest from the
Lord’s words in Matthew : ¢ Jesus said, go make disciples of
all nations, baptiging them in the name of the Father, of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” chap. xxviii. 19; and from

_ ® This relates to the Protestant churches on the continent; the three creeds
are also given in the Liturgy or Book of Common Prayer of the church of
fngland, the Apostles’ next after the Psalm that is said or sung after the sel
cond lesson, the Nicene in the commuunion service, and the Athandsian by i
self, after the evening prayer. - . N
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these Words in the same Evangelist : ¢ When Jesus was
baptized, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw
the Holy Spirit descending like a dove, and coming upon
Him, and lo, a voice from heaven, this is My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased,” chap. iii. 16, 17. The reason
why the Lord sent His disciples to baptize in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, was, because inn Him then
glorified there was a divine trinity ; for in the preceding
verse 18, He saith, ¢ 4/l power is given unto Me in heaven
and in earth;” and in the 20th verse following, ¢ Lo, I am
with you all the days, even wunio the consummalion of the
age ;" thus He spoke of Himself alone, and not of three :
and in John: ¢ The Holy Spirit was not yet, because Jesus
was not yet glorified,” chap. vii. 39 : the former words. He
uttered after His glorification, and His glorification was His
complete unition with His Father, who was the Essential
Divine [Principle] in Him from conception ; and the Holy
Spirit was the Divine [Principle] proceeding from Hlm after
His glorification, John xx. 22.

38. The reason why the idea of three Gods Lias principally
arisen from the Athanasian Creed, where a trinity of persons
is taught, is, because the word person begets such an idea,
which is further implanted in the mind by the following
words in the same Creed : ¢ There is one person of the Fa-
ther, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost ;"
and afterwards:  The Father is God and Lord; the Son is
God and Lord, and the Holy Ghost is God and'Lord ;" but
more especially by these : ¢ For like as we are compelled by
the Christian verily to acknowledge every person by Himself
to be God and Lord, so are we forbidden by ‘the calholic re-
ligion to say there be three Gods or three Lords;” the result
of which words is this, that by the Christian verity we are
bound to confess and acknowledge three Gods and three
Lords, but'by the catholic religion we are not allowed to
say, or to make mention of, three Gods-and ‘Lords; conse-
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.quently we may have an idea of three Gods and Lords, but
are not to make confession thereof with our mouth. Ne-
vertheless, that the doctrine of the trinity in the Athanasian
Creed is agreeable to truth, if only instead of a trinity of
persons be there substituted a trinity of person, which tri-
nity is in God the Saviour Jesus Christ, may be seen in the
Doctrine of the New Jerusalem concerning the Lord, pub-
lished at Amsterdam, in the year 1763, n. 55 to 61.

34. It is to be observed, that in the Apostles’ Creed it is
said, ¢ J believe in God the Father, in Jesus Christ, and in
the Holy Ghost ;” in the Nicene Creed, “ 1 believe in one
God. the I'ather, in one Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Holy
Ghost,” thus only in one God; but in the Athanasian Creed
it.is, “ In God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost,’ thus in three Gods. But whereas the authors and
favourers of this creed clearly saw that an idea of three
Gods would unavoidably result from the expressions therein
used, therefore, in order to remedy this, they asserted that
one substance or essence belongs to the three ; but still there
arises from thence no other idea, than that there are three -
Gods unanimous and -agreeing together : for when it is said’
of . the three that their substance or essenceis one and indi-"
visible, it does not remove the idea of three, but confounds*
it;-because the expression is a metaphysical one, and the
science of metaphysics, with all its ingenuity, cannot of three
persons, each whereof is God, make one; it may indeed
make of them one in the confession of the mouth, but never
in the idea of the mind.

35. That the whole system of christian theology at this
day is foanded on an idea of three Gods, is evident from the
doctrine of justification, which is the head of the doctrinals
of the Christian church, both among Roman Catholics and
Protestants. That doctrine sets forth, that God the Father
sent His Son to redeem and save mankind, and - giveth the
-Holy Spirit to .operate .the .same : every man -who hears;’
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reads, or repeats this, cannot but in his thought, that is, in
his idea, divide God into three, and suppose that one God
sent another, and operates by a third. That the same thought
of a divine trinity distinguished into three persons, each
whereof is God, is continued throughout the rest of the
doctrinals of the present church, as from a head into its body,
will be demonstrated in its proper place. In the mean time
consult what has been premised concerning justification,
consult the system of theology in general and in particular,
and at the same time consult yourself, while listening to
sermons at church, or while praying at home, whether you
have any other perception and thought thence resulting, than
of three Gods; and especially while you are praying or
singing first to one, and then to the other two separately, as
is the common practice. Hence is confirmed the truth of
the proposition, that the whole system of theology in the
Christian world at this day, is founded upon an idea of three
Gods. ‘

86. That a trinity of Gods is contrary to Holy Scripture,
is. well koown, for it is written, *“ Am not 1 Jehovah, and
there is no God else beside Me, a just God and a Saviour, there
is none beside Me,” Isa. xlv. 21, 22. “ I Jehovah am thy God,
ayd thau shalt acknowledge no God beside Me, and there is no
Saviour beside Me,” Hos. xiii. 4. “ Thus said Jehovah the
King of Israel and the Redeemer thereof, Jehovah Zebaoth,
I am the First and the Last, and beside Me there is no God,”
Isa. xliv. 6. ¢ Jehovah Kebaoth is His name, and thy
Redcemer the Holy One of Israel, the God of the whole earth
shall He be called.” Isa.liv.5. ¢ In thatday Jehovah shall
be King over the whole earth, in that Day there shall be One
Jehovah, and His name One,” Zech. xiv.9. Beside many-
more passages elsewhere. : '

;37.. That a trinity of Gods is contrary to enlightened
reason, may appear. from many considerations. What man
of..soynd reason can bear to heur; that three Gods created
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the world; or that creation and preservation, redemption and
salvation, together with reformation and regeneration, are
the work of three Gads, ard not of one God? And on the
other hand, what man of sound reason is net willing ta hear,
that the same God who is our Creator, is also our Redeemer,
Regenerator, and Saviour? Asthe latter sentiment, and
not the former, accords with reason, there is therefore no
nation upon the face of the whole earth, possessed of religion
and sound reason, but what acknowledges one God. That
the Mahometans, and certain nations in Asia and Africa,
abhor christianity, because they believe it inculcates the
worship of three Gods, is well known ; and the only answer
of the Christians to the charge is, that the three possess one
esgence, and thus are one God. I can affirm, that from the
reason which has been given mec, 1 can clearly see, that
neither the world, nor the angelic heaven, nor the church,
nor any thing therein, could have existed, or can still subsist,
but from one God.

38. Here I will add a quotation from the Confession of the
Dutch Churches received at the Synod of Dort, which is this :
¢ [ believe in one God, who is one essence, in which are
three Persons, truly and really distinot, in communicahle
properties from eternity, namely, the Father, the Som, and
_ the Holy Spirit; the Father is of all things, both visible and
invisible, the cause, origin, and beginaing ¢ the Son is the
Word, wisdom, and image of the Father; the Holy Spirit is
the eternal virtue and power proceeding from the Father and
the Son. However it must be allowed, that this doctrine
far exceeds the comprehension of the human miad ; we must
therefore be content to wait till we come to heaven for a
perfect knowledge thereof.”

V1. ~

39. That the Tenets of the aforesaid Theology appen
to be erroncous, afier the idea of a Trinity of Persons, and.the
* eonsequent idea of Three Gods, has. been rejected; and the. idea
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“of one God, in whom is a Divine Trinily, received in its
‘stead,
BRIEF ANALYSIS.

40. The reason why the tenets of the present church, which
are founded upon the idea of three Gods, derived from the
doctrine of a trinity of persons literally understood, appear
erroneous, after the idea of one God, in whom is a diviae
trinity, has been received in its stead, is, because, till this
‘truth is received, we cannot see what is erroneous : the case
herein is like a person, who in the night time, by the light
“of some stars only, sees various objects, especially images,
and believes them to be living men; or like one, whe in
the twilight before sun-rise, as he lies in his bed, fancies he
sees goblins in the air, and believes them to be angels; or

“like a person, who sees many things in the delusive light of
‘phantasy, and believes them to be real; such things, it is
‘well known, do not appear according to their true qualities,
until the person comes to enjoy the light of the day, or, in
" other words, until his understanding is broad awake. The
case is the same with the spiritual things of the church,
“which have been erroneously and falsely perceived, and
even confirmed, when genuine truths preseut themselves
- in their own light, which is the light of heaven, Who
-'is there that cannot understand, that all ¢enets fuund-
“ed on the idea of three Gods must be interiorly erroneous
“ and false? I say interiorly, because the idea of God enters
~-into every thing belonging to the church, religion, and
“worship; and theological matters have their residence
- above all others in the human mind, and among these the
*idea of God-is the principal or supreme; wherefore if this
be false, all beneath it, in consequence of ‘the principle
from whence they flow, must likewise be false or falsified :
"for that which is supreme, being also the inmost, constitutes
>ithe" very essence of all that is derived from it; and the
> epsenee,- like -a. spul,. forms them into a body, after its.own
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i’imag‘e'; ‘and” when in its descent it lights upon truths, it
‘even infects them with its own blemish and error. The ided
‘of three Gods in theology may be compared to a disorder
‘scated in the heart or lungs, in which the patient fancies
‘himself to be in health, because his physician, not know-
ing his disease, persuades him that he is so; but if the
pbysxcian knows it, and still persuades the patient that he is
‘in health he deserves the charge of deep mallgmty
B VII T 3
" Al. That then true saving Faith, which is a Faith in
One God umted with Good Works, is acknowledged and
rccewed
BRIEF ANALYSIS. ot
" 49, The reason’ why this faith, which is a faith in one
"God, is acknowledged and received as truly saving, when
the former faltb, ‘which is a faith in three Gods, is reJected
is; because'till this is the casé it canriot be seen in ifs proper
form® for'the faith of the present day is set forth as the only
saving faith, because it is a faith in ‘one God, and a faith in
a* Saviour; but it must be observed, that this faith hath twd
faces, the one internal, and the other external; its internal
face is formed from the perception of ‘three Gods (, for who
perceives or thinks any otherwise? Let every one éxamine
himself); whereas its external face is formed from the coii-
fession of one God (, for who confesses or speaks otherwise:?
let every one examine himself) : thése two faces are alfoge-
ther discordant with each other, so that the external is not
acknowledged by the internal, nor is the internal known by
the external. ¥rom this disagreement, and the vanishing
of the one out ‘of sight of the other, a confused idea of
things pertaining to salvation has been conceived and brought
forth in the church. It is otherwise, when the internal and
external faces accord together, and mutually regard and
acknowledge each other as one; that this is the case, when
one God, in whom is a divine trinity, is not only pereeived
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by the mind, but likewise acknowledged by the mouth, is
self-evident. That the tenet of the Father’s being alienated
from mankind, is then abolished, together with that of His
reconciliation ; and that quite another doctrine takes place
concerping imputation, remission of sins, regeneration, and
salvation thence derived; will clearly be seen in the work
itself, in the light of reason illustrated by divine truths from
the Sacred Scripture. This faith is called a faith united
with good works, because without this union it is impossible
to have faith in one God. :
VIIL

A3. And that this Faith is in God the Saviour Jesus
Christ, which in its simple Form is as follows: 1. That there
is One God, in whom is a Divine Trinity, and that He is the
Lord Jesus Christ. 11. That saving Faith is lo believe in
Him. 111. That Evils ought to be shunned, because they are
of the Devil, and fiom the Devil. 1V. That Good Works
ought to be done, because they are of God and from God. V.
And that they ought to be done by Man as of himself, but with
a Belief, that they are from the Lord, operating in him and by
him, :

BRIEF ANALYSIS.
_ 44. This s the faith of the New Church in it’s simple form,
which will appear more fully in the Appendix, and still more
- at large in the first part of the work itself, where we shall
treat of the Lord God the Saviour, and of the trinity in
Him; of love to God, and love towards our neighbour; of
faith, and it’s conjunction with those two loves; also in the
‘other parts, which will follow in their proper order. But it
is necessary that this preliminary concerning the above-men-
tioned faith should here be briefly illustrated. The first po-
sition, viz. That there is one God, in whom is a Divine Tri-
mity, and that-He is the Lord Jesus Christ, is summarily il-
Justrated in the following manner. It is a certain.and estab-
ligshed trutb, that God is one, that His essence is indivisible,
D
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and that there is a trinity; since therefore God is one,and

His essence is indivisible, it follows, that God is one persom,
and that a trinity is in that person. That this is the Lord
Jesus Christ appears from hence, that He was conceived of
God the Father, Luke i.-84, 35; and that thus as to His soul

and essential life He is God; and therefore, as He Himself
said, that the Father and He are one, John, x. 30; that Heis
in the Father, and the Father in Him, John, xiv. 10,11; that
‘he whe seeth Him and knoweth Him, seeth and knoweth the
Father, John xiv. 7, 9; that no one seeth and knoweth the
Father, but He whois in the:-bosom of the Father, Johni. 18;
‘that all thin s belonging to the Father are His, Joba iii. 85.
chap. xvi. 15; that He isthe Way, the Truth, and the Life, and
that no .one cometh uato the Father but by Him, John xiy.

6; consequently from Him, because He is.in Him, and thus js.
He Himself; and according to Paul, that in Him dwells all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily, Coloss. ii. 9; and accord-

ing to Isaiah, ¢ Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given, whose name is God, Father of Elernily,” ix. 5; apd
again, that He hath power over all. flesh, John, xvii. 2; and
that He hath all power in heaven and earth, Matt. xxviii, 18;
whence it follows, that He is the (God of heaven and, earth.

The sccond position, viz. I'hat saving faith is te believe in

Him, is illustrated thus: ¢ Jesus said, He that believeth in.
-Me, shall not die eternally, but shall live,” John xi. 22, 265
¢ This is the will of the Father, that every one who believy,
eth in the Son may have eternal life,” John vi. 40; ¢ God.
's0 loved the world, that He gave His only begotten San, that
whosoever believeth in Him, should net perish, but have
everlasting life,” John iii. 13, 16; ¢« He that believeth, in.
the Soh, hath everlasting life, but he that believeth not. the
‘Son,shall not see life, but the wrath of God ahideth on him,".
Joha iii. 36. The three remaining propositfons, viz. That
-evils ought to be shunned, because they aré of the devil apd
from the devil;.and that good works.pught.to be dong, be:
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qtage they aré of God and from God; but that man ought to-
believe, that they are from the Lord, operating in him and:
by him, have no need of iHustration and proof, for the whole
Sacred Scripture, from beginning to end, confirms them, and:
inr short teaches nothing else but to shun evils, and do good,
and to believe in the Lord: besides, without these three
there cammot be any religion, for all religion relates to life;
and life consists in shunning evils, and in doing good, which-
eannot be done by man, except as of himself; wherefore if
these three are removed from the church, the Sacred ‘Scrip~
ture, together with religion, is likewise removed at the same
time ; in which case the church is no longer a church. For.
a further account of the faith of the New Church, in its uni-
versal and particular form, see below, n. 116, 117 ; all Whlch
wlll be demonstrated in the work itself. ‘
IX.

40 That the Faitl of the present day has separated Relz-
gion from the Church, since Religion consists in the Acknow-
ledgment of One God, and in the Worslnp of Him, from Faztlz'
-rrounded in Charity.

BRIEF ANALYSIS.

46 ‘What nation is there upon the face of the earth, pos-
sessed of religion and sound reason, that does not know and
helieve, that there is one God, and that to do evils is contra-
ry to Him, and that to do good is well-pleasing to Him, and
that man must do this from his soul, from his heart, and
from his strength, although it is by influx from God; and
that herein consists religion? Who therefore does not see,
that to confess three persons in the Godhead, and to assert’
that in good works there is nothing of salvatioh, is to se-
parate religion from the churchi? Yet so it is asserted in
these words : ¢ Thdt " faith justifies without good works,”
n: 12, (*) (*); * that works are not necessary to salvation,

or to fuith, bechuse ~alvation and faith are neither preserved:
nor retained by good works,” n.. 12, (& (%) (™) (?) ; conse-:

D2
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quently, that there is no.bond-of' conjunction bhetween fhith
+and good works ::itis indeed said afterwards, « that good
‘works nevertheless follow . faith, as fruit is produced. from a
tree,” n. 18, (1) (), but then let us.ask, wbo does them,
nay, who thinks of them, or- who is spontaneously led te
perform them, while a person knows or believes that they
do not at all contribute to salvation, and also, that-no one
can do any good thing towards salvation of himself, and.se
on? . If it be alleged that the leaders of the church bave
still donjoined faith with good works, it may be said in re-
ply; that this conjunction, when closely inspected,. iz not
‘conjunction, but. mere adjunction, and this only like a snper-
fluous apperidage, that neither coheres nor adheres in any
other manner than as a dark background to a portrait, which
-serves to set off the figure represented, and give it more
‘the'appearance’ of life: it may be said further, that: inas-
much as religion has relation to life, and this consistsin good
works aecording to the truths of faith, it is evident that real
religion is.the portrait or figure represented - itself, and .not
‘the mere shady appendage ; yea, that when-good works are
.regarded as such an appendage, they. must be. reputed; hy
many as ef nomore account than the tail-ofa horse, whichjas
contributing nothing to the horse’s strength, may be cut.off at
pleasure. Who. can 'rationally conclude otherwise, while
‘he.understands such expressions as these according. to their
‘obvious/meaning : ‘> That it is a folly te- imagine that the
werks of -the second table of the Deealogue :justify. in the
-sight: of Ged,” 10 12, () 5 and these: ¢ That.if any one
believes hb shall therefore obtain salvation, because he hath
charity, -he-brings a reproach-upen Christ,” n. 12, (*); 8s
alsothese: ““That.good worksare. utterly to: be extluded,
.in treating of justification and eternal life,” n. 12, :(f); with
-move to the same. purpose ? - Who therefore, when he reads
-afterwards, that good : works. necessarily. . follow faith, -and
that-if: they do nat follow; the faith iz a- falseand not a trie
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faith, n. 13, (P) (9) (), with more to the same pdrpose; at-
tends to it ? or if he attends to it, understands' whether such
good works are attended with any perception or conscious-
ness? yet good which proceeds from man without his having
@ perception or consciousness of it, has ne more life in it
tha if it came from a statue. But if we inquire more deep-
1y-into the rise of this doctrine, it will appear as though the
Yeading Reformers first laid down faith alone as their rule, in
ofder that they might be severed from the Roman Catholics,
ay mentioned above, n. 21, 32, 23 ; and that afterwards they
adjoined thereto the works of charity, that their system
might not appear to contradict the Sacred Scriptures, but
baVe the semblance of religion, and thus be salved-over.

o X.- ‘

v M.: That the Faith of the pment Charclz cannot be
ton]omed with Charity, and produce amy Fmta, mlnchm
G'oud Worl.s

'BRIEF ANALYSIS

48. Before we proceed to the proof of this proposMon,
we shall first explain the origin and nature of eharity; and
the origin and natuve of faith, and thus the origin and nature
-of ‘good .works, which ‘are -called fruits. Faith is truth,
‘wherefore'the doctrine of faith is the doetrine of truth ; and
the doctrine of truth has its seat in the understanding, and
‘thénce in the thought, and from the thonght descends into
‘the speech ; wherefore it teaches what we are to will, .and -
Wwhat we are to do, thus that evils, and. what evils; are to be
shunned, and' that good works, and what géed works, are
to be done. ‘When man from such a priaciple: ddeth- good,
then good conjoins itself with truth, hecause the will is:con-
Joined with the understanding, for geod dppertains. to: the
fwill, and truth to the understanding ; from this conjunction
“ariges the affection of good, which in its essence is eharity,
hand the affection of truth, which in its essence is faith, and
<these two umited together eonstitute a'marriage; from which

»3
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marriage good works are produced, as fruits from a treey
and heisee they become the fruits of goead, and the ‘fraits. of
trath; the latter ave signified in the :-Word by grapes, but
tbe former by olives.

- 49. From this generation ef - good worl\s, it is evulent,
that faith-alone eannot possibly produce or beget any warks,
that deserve the name of.fruits, any more thun a woman can
of herself produce any offspring without the concurrence of
a-man ; wherefore the fruits of faith is a vain expression,
and a word without ‘meaning. Besides, throughout the
whole world, nothing ever was or can be produced, but from
a marriage of two, one whereof has relation to. good, and
the other to truth, or, in the opposite sense, one to evil,
and the other to what is false; consequently no works can
‘be eoncéived, much. less :brought into existenee, but from
-strch-marriage, :good werks from the marriage of good and
truth, and-evil works from the marriage of evil and wha.t ig
fé]se

- 50. Fhe reason’ wby cbanty cannot be con}omed with: the
faith -of the ‘present church, and censequently why good
‘works camnot spring from some sort -of marriage union her
tween them, is, because imputation supplies every thing, re-
mits guilt; justifies, regenerates, sanctifies, imparts the life
.of -heaven and -thus salvation, and all this freely, without
any works- of man : ‘in this ease, what .is charity, which
ought to’be united with faith,:but something vain and super-
fluous, anhd a mere addition and supplement to.imputation
and justification, to svhich nevertheless it adds no weight o
wvalue > Besides, a faith founded .en the idea of three Gods
is-erroneous, as has:been shewn:above, n. 39, 40; and with
-an erroneous faith, charity, that in itself .is charity, cannot
be eonjoined. ' There are two reasons given for: believing
that there is no bond of union betwsen that faith and cha~
rity ; the one is, because they make their faith to-be of a spi-
ritual quality,- but charity aierely natural and ‘moral, imay
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giningrthat there can be no esnjunction between what is spin
rtoal and what is natural : the other reason is, lest any
thing of man, aad so any thing of merit, sheuld gain admis-
sion into their faith, which they suppose to be alone. of a
saving nature. Furthermore, between charity and that
faith there is no. conjunction, but with the new faith there is,
whwh ymay be seen below, n. 115, 117.
XL
8L 77«:: from the Faith of the present Church tlzer.e res
sults a Worship of the Mouth and not of the Life, whereas the
Wmhp of the Mouth is accepted by the Lord, in proparma
asit proccea‘: Jrom the Worship of ithe Life.

: BRIEF ANALYSIS.

o 52 This is testified by experience : how few are. thenee at
this day, who form their lives after the preeepts of the. De~
¢alogue, and other precepts of the Lord, from a religious
primeiple ? - And how few are theve at this.day, who desire
to look their own evils in the face, and to perform actnal
repentance, and thus enter upon the worship of the life ?
or who, among those that make pretensions to piety, per-
formn any other repentunce tham that of the mouth, which
consists in words only, confessing themselves to be siuners,
and praying, according to the doctrine of the church, that
od the Father, for the sake of His Son, who suffered upon
the cross for their sins, took away their dampation, and
atoned for them with His bldod, would mercifully fargive
their transgressions, that so.they might be presented with-.
eut spot or blemish before His judgwent-seat? Who does
not see, that this worship is that of the lungs only, and nat
of: the heart, consequently that it is external worship, and
notinternal 2 for it in a prayer. for the remission. of siss,
when yet man is not conscious. of a single sin that he has;
and if be did-know of any, he-womld cover it over with fa-
vour and indulgence, or with a faith that is to purify and ab-
salze him,. witheut. any: works of:his.. But this conduct
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mhy be'compared to'that of a seérvant, who'should go'to his
traster with his facé and clothes bedaubed with soot and fiith,
aitd say, Sir, wash me ; would not his'master in suchcase
naturally say to him, Thou foolish servant, what is it:thoa
sayest ? lo! there is water, soap, and a towel, hast thou not
bands of thy own, and strength to use'them? wash thyself:
thus also the L.ord God will say, The means of purification
are provided hy Me, and from Me also thou hast will and
power, wherefore use these My gifts and talents; as thy
own; and thou shalt be purified. Take another example
by way of illuétration : suppose you should pray a thousdnd
times at home and at church, that God the Futher, for:the
sake of 'His Son, weuld preserve you from the devil; and
shoild mot'at’the'same time, from that freedem of will, in
which you ‘are perpetually kept by the Lord, keep yoursélf
from’evil; and'so from the devil; you could not'in thiy casé
be pteserved even by legions of angels sent from the ‘Lord}
for the Liord cannot act contrary to His own divine 'order,
which is, that man sheuld examine himself, discover hik
evils, resist ' them, and this -as of himeself, yet from the
Lord. This does not indeed at this day appear to be-ithe
gospel, nevertheless it is the gospel, for the gospel i¢:salvat
tion by the Lord. The teason why the worship of thé
mouth is‘accepted by the Lord according to the worship :of
the life, is, because the speech ‘of man before-God, and be-
forethe dngels, has its sound from the ‘affection of: his love
and faith; and these two are in man according to his life;
wherefore, reader, if the love of God and faith in Him are
inthy lifd, the dound ‘of thy voice will be like that of m
dove; but'if sélf-love ‘and self-confidence are in - thy life,
dhe sound of thy voice will be like that of an ow}, howso-
ever you'rray endeavour to imitate the- dove': ‘the spiritual
[prinmple], which- is within the sound is- the cause of dm.!
' ~XII. -
- 53. That the Dostrine of the presen! JCkurch gl mléi-
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wqcen with,’mmw Paradozes, which ars to be embraced by
Faith ; end that therefore it's Tenets. gain adwissian, inlo, the
Memory only, and not inlo any part of the., Unders;aadigqg
ghave the Memory, but merely into confirmations below it.
Booo A BRIEF ANALYSIS.

54; The rulers of the church iasist, that the understa.ndv
mgus,tobekept under obedience to faith, nay that faith,
praperly speaking, is a faith in what is unknown, wbich -ig
blind, and anly a faith of the night : this is their first pacay
dox; for faith js of truth, and truth is of faith; .and truth,
before.it.can become an object of faith, must be seen, in, its
own light and understood; otherwise what is false may
be believed as true. The paradoxes flowing- from such a
faith are many ; as, that God the Father begat a Son:from
wternity, and that the Holy Bpirit proeeads from hoth, .and
that each of these three is a. person by Himself and 3 -Gads
that the Lord, both as to His soul and. body, was from.the
mather: that the above three persons, consequeatly. threg
Gods, created the universe; and that. one of them descends..
#d, and assumed human nature, to reconcile the Father, and
3hus to save mankind ; and that they who by grace obtain
faith; and believe these paradoxes, are saved by the impu-
4Aation, épplication, and translation, of His righteousness to
themselves; and that man, at his first reception. of that
faithy is like a statue, a stock, or a stone, and that faith comy
eth by the mere hearing of the Word ; . that faith.alone withs
out the works of the law, or entirely independent of charity,
is saving ; and that it produces the remission,of, sing without
.any previous repentance ;. and that, merely by virtug of such
-remission of sins, the impenitent are justified, ' regenerated,
and sanetified; and that afterwards charity, good works,
«and repentance, spontaneously follow.: besides many, ather
paradexes ef alike nature, all which, like offspring from.an
illegitimate bed, have issued from the doctrine founded on
AReiiden of -thrae Gﬂd’;t; el ey :
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~.55. What wise man dves not see, that snch paradoxes en»
ter only 'into the memory, and not into the understanding
above the memory, aithough they may be contirmed. by rea<
sonings from appearances and fallacies below it ? for the hus
man understanding is capable of seeing by two kinds of
light, one of which is from heaven, and the .other from the
world ; the light from heaven, which ‘is spiritual, flows .inta
the huinar mind above the memory, but the light from the
world, which is natural, below it. That man, frem this
latter light, can confirm whatever he pleases, and. falses
equally as well as truths, and that after confirmation he
sees falses altogether as truths, has been shewn in a memo+
rable relation inserted in a work lately published eoneermng
Conjuginl Love, n. 233.

-86. To what has been said shall be added the followmg
arcanum from heaven: all those paradoxes, according to
their confirmations,abide in the minds of men, bound together
as into one bundle, or. wound up .together as into one bal};
and enter at the same time into every individual propoesitian
that is stated from the doctrine of the ¢hurch; so that.when
either faith, charity, or repentance, and still mere whei
imputation er justification, is mentioned, they all enter and
are included in each particular. Man himself indeed does not
perceive any such accumulation, or bundling together of such
paradoxes in every individual proposition from the doctrine
of the church, or op every mention of the above expressions;
but the angols that are with man perceive it, and call it
malua, that is, confusion and darkness.

~57. 1.am well aware, that very many at this day, tmctured
with the paradoxes of this faith, will be ready to say, how
can theological truths be perceived by the understanding?
are they not spiritual, and aboveits comprehension? explain
therefore, if thou canst, the mystery of redemption -and
justification, that reasen may view it, and acquiesce therein,
'This mystery then shall be.opened in the following mennex.
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Whe does not know, that God is one, and that'-besidés Him
there is no other, and that G od is essential love and essential
wisdom, or that He isessential good and essential truth ; and
that the self-same God, as to-diviae truth, which is the Werd,
descended and assumed humanity to remove the hells, and
consequently damnation, from man, which he effected by
combats with, and victories-over the devil, that is; over all
the bells, which at that time infested and spiritually slew
every man coming into the world ; and that. afterwards He
glorified His humanity, by uniting in it divine truth with
divine good, .ard thus returned to the Father- from whom
Hecame forth? When these things are perceived, then the
following passage in John may be understoed: ¢ The Word
was with God, end God was the Word, and the Word became
flesh,” chap. i. 1, 14: and alsothe following in the same
Evangelist : ‘“ I went forth from the Father, and came into the
world; again 1 lcave the world, and go to the Father,” chap. xvi.
28. Hence alse it is evident, that-unless the Lord.-had come
into the world; no person ceuld have been saved, and ithat
they are saved who believe in Him, and lead a.goed: life.
This view of faith presents itself as clear as the day to those
who are enlightened by the Word, and is the frontispiece of
the faith of the New Church. See the Faith of ihe Nem
Chaurch in its universal and in its pamcular ﬁn'm bebow, at
n. 116, 117. '
XIII.

58 That thc Tenets of the present Clzurch cannat 6&
learnt and relained withowt great difficulty, nor can they be
-preached or taught without using great care and caution io
conceal their nakedness, because sound reason neitker discerns
Ror receives them. , :

' : ' BRIEF. ANALYSIS, '

69 Tbat the understanding is to be kept under obedlence
te faith, is set as a motte before. the tenets of the present
~ church, to.denote that their interiorsare mysteries, or arcana,
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of .tao tmnscendant a pature to ester into the upper region
of the understanding; and be ‘there perceived, see-above,
n.54. Those ministers of - the. church, who-affect to excel
in: wisdom, and wish to be looked upon as oracles in:spiritual
things, imbibe and swallow down in the sehools, such things
especially as surpass. the comprehension of others, which
they do with avidity, but nevertheless with difficulty : and
because they are thenee accounted wise, and they whe have
distinguished and enriched themselves from such -hidden
stores; are honoured with doctor’s hats and episcopal robes,
they revolve in their thoughts, and teach from their pulpits,
scasce any thing else but mysteries ¢oncerning justifcatioh
by.faith alone, and gaods works as her humble attendantst:
and . from their great. erudition concerning: hoth :faith. and
ga0d swerks,: they ina wonderful manner sometimes separate
and spmetimes.eonjoin them ; comparatively as if they-ticid
faith by -itself in .one: hand, and the works of charity in thé
otber, and at one time extend their arms and so :sepm"nﬁ
them, and at another time bring their hands togethet and =
conjoin them. - But this shall be illustrated by examples
They teach, that good works are not neeessary 1o salvatipm
because if. done hy man they are meritorious ; -at -the sanre
time they also teach, that good works necessarily follotr
faith, and that both together make one in the article of 'sal-
vation. . They teach, that faith without good works, as being
alive, justifies; and at the same time, that faith without
goods warks, as being dead, does not justify. - They teach
that faith .is neither preserved nor retained by good works;
and at the same time, that good works proceed from faith; as
fruit froma tree, light from the sun, and heat from fire. They
teach, that.gced works being adjoined to faith nrake it per-
fect ; and at the same time, that being conjoined as in a mars
riage, or in one form, they deprive faith of its saving essence:
They teach, that a Christian is not under the Jaw ;-and at the
same time, that he must be in the daily prastive'of- the law.
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They - teach, that :if good works ure interinixed:’in ‘the
busidess of salvation by faith, as'in the reémission of ink}
Justification, regeneration, vivification; and salvation, they
re hurtful; but if not intermixed, that they are profitable:
Fhey teach, that God crowns His own gifts, which are good
#rorks, with rewards even of a spiritual nature, but not with
salvation and eternal life, because fuith without works, they
say, is entitled to the crown of eternal life. They teach,
that faith alone is like @ queen, who walks in a stately
manner with good works as her train of attendants’behind
her ; bnt if these join themselves to her in front, and émbiacé
hery she is cast from her throne and ealled an aduiteress:
But particularly, when they treat of faith and good works at
$he same time, they view merit on the one hand, and o merit
ou the other, making ehoice of 'exptessions which they use
fo two different senses; one for the'laity, and the ' dther'for
tHe clergy, for the laity that its nakédness' may not appear,
snd for- the clerzy that it may. “Consider now, 'whether 4
petson hearing'such things can draw frony them any doctiiné
Jending to salvation, or whether he will not rather, from the
apparentcontradictions therein, become blind, and afterwards
geope for the vbjects of salvation, like a person walking in
the darki: who in this case can tell from the evidence of
works, whether be hath any faith or net’; and' whether it'is
better to emit good works on account of the danger of merit,
orto do them fov fear of the loss of faith?: But'do'you, my
friend, separate and snatch yourselfaway from sach ‘contras
dietions,: and shun evils as sins, and do’ good, 4nd belie\é
in the Lord, and - savmg justification wdl begn'en you
peobd . } XIV B T L ST '
160. Thut tltc doctrine of the - Faith -of the ‘present Church
ascribes  to God human propefties ;* as, that He - victced
man fronvanger; that He reyuired to-be veconciled, that He is
retonciled through' the love’ He bove the Son, and by His inter-
dessiomi and that He vegirired tor be appensed by the sight ‘of
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His Son's sufferings, -and thys (o be brought back to mercy }
and that He imputes. the righlebusress of His Son to an un<
righteous man who sypplicates ‘it from Faitk alone; and that
thus from an enemy H e makes him a frzcnd, and from a cluld
qf wratkachzld of grace.
BRIEF ANALYSIS.

al. Who doth not know, that God is essential mcrcy ahd'
clemency, inasmuch as He is essential love and essential
goodness, and that these properties are His esse or essence *
And who does not licreby see, that it is‘a contradiction ‘to’
assert, that mercy itself, or goodness itself, can view man
from anger, become his enemy, turn Himself away from him,
and determine on his damnavon, and still continue to be the
same Divine Esse'or God? Such things can scarcely he
attributed to a good man, but only to a wicked man, thus
not to an angel of heaven, but only to an an angel of hell
wherefore it is abominable to ascribe them to God. That
they have been ascribed to Him, appears evident from the
declarations of any fathers, councils, and churchies, from .
the first ages to the present day ; and also from the inferences
which have necessarily followed from first principles into;
their derivatives, or from causes into their effects, as from
4 head into the members; such as, that He required to be
reconciled ; that He is reconciled through the love He bears
towards the Son, and by His intercession and mediation 5’
that He required to be appeased by the view of the extreme
sufferingd of His Son, and so to be brought back to mercy,
and constrained as it were to shew it, and thus from an enemy
to be made a friend, and to adopt those who were the
children of wrath as the children of grace. That the notion
that God-can impute the righteousness and merits of His
Son to an unrighteous man, who supplicates it from faith
alone, ‘is'also a mere human iavention, will be seen | m ths-
last analysis of this little work. ' ' :

- 62. They who have perceived that mere human propertiep
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are uaworthy of God, and yet are attributed to Him, havp
said, in order to defend the system of justification once
conceived, and to. varnish over its outside, that anger, re~
venge, damnation, and the like, are predicated of His justice,
and are therefore mentioned in many parts of the Word, and
as it were appropriated to God. But by the anger of God,
in the Word, is signified evil in man, which being contrary
to God, is called the anger of God; not that God is ever
angry with man, butthat man from the evil that is in him js
angry with God; and because evil carries with it its own
punishment, as good does its own reward, therefore while
evil pupishes the evil-doer, it appears to him as though he.
was punished by God : the case in this respect is the same as
with a criminal, who attributes his punishmeat to the law,
or like a person who blames the fire for burning, him when
be puts his hand into it, or a drawn sword for wounding him
when he rushes.upon the point of it, while his adversary ig
standing upon his own defence : such is the nature of the
Jjustice of God. But of this more may be seen in the Apocan
lypse Revealed, where it treats of justice and judgment in
God and from God, n. 668. That anger is ascribed to Him,
may be seen, n. 635 ; as likewise revenge, n. 658 ; but this is
only in the literal sense, which is written by appearances
and correspondences, and net in the spiritual sepse, wherein
truth is in its own light. This I can affirm, that whenevey
the angels hear any one say, .that God determined in anger,
on, the damnation of the human race, and as an enemy way
reconciled by His Son, as by another Gad hegotten from
Himself, they are affected in a manner similar to those, who
from an uneasiness in their bowels and stomach are excited
to vomiting; on which orcasions they say, what,can be mare
insape thas to affirm sueh things of God? :

.08, The_ reason why they baye ascribed hyman propemeq
to God, is, because all spiritual percepthu and illustration
igfrom the Lord alone; for the Lord is the Word or Divine
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Truth, and “is the true light which enlighteneth every man,”
John i. 1,9 : he also says, “ I am come a light into the world,
that whosocver believeth in Me, may not abide in darkness,”™
John xii. 46 : and this light, and perception thence derived,
enter by influx into such only as acknowledge Him for the
God of heaven and earth, and approach Him alone, and not
into such as entertain an idea of three Gods, which has been
the case from the time the Christian church began to be esta-
blished : this idea ofthree Gods, being a merely natural idea,
is receptive of no other light than natural light, and cannot
be opened to admit and receive spiritual light; hence it is,
that ‘they have seen no other properties in ‘God, than such
as are natural. Furthermore, had they seen how incongruous
these human properties are to the divine essence, and had
they removed them from the article of justification, they must
then have entirely departed from their religion, which from
the beginning was foundéd on the worship of three Gods,
thus before the time appointed for the New Church, when
the fulness and restoration [of the Christian religion] isto
take place.
' ' XV. o
64. That from the Faith of the present Church have been
produced, and still may be produced, monstrous Births ; such
as, instantaneous Salvation by an immediate act of Merty';
Predestination ; the notions that God has no respect’ unto the
actions of Men, but unto Faith alone ; that there is no con-
nection between Charity and Fuith ; that Man in Conversion
is like a Stock ; with many more Heresies of the same kind ;
likewise concerning the Sacraments of Baptism and the Holy
Supper, us to the advantages reasonably to be cxpecled from
them, when considered according to the Doclrine of Justifica-
tion by Faith alone ; as also with regardtothe Person of Christ :
and that the Heresies from the first ages o the present day,
have sprung up from no other source, than from the'idea of
Three Gods. _— o '
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e .. DRIBF ANALYSIS.. . ...,

65 That no.other salvation. is believed at tlm day, tbm
such.as is instantaneous, from &n immediate gct of mergyy
is evident from. hence, that a mere faith of the mouth, ac+
companied: with a.confidence praoceeding fram the lupgs,
and :not with . charity, (whereby, nevertheless, the faith of.
the, mouth becomes real, and the confidence of the Jungs ben
comes that of the heart,) is suppared to complete pll the work
of salvation; for ifthe co-operation is takep away which is
effected through the exercises of charity by man as of himself,
the ypontaneous co-operation which is said to follow faith. of:
itself, becomes passive action, which is nonsense and a copn,
tradiction in terms ; for supposing this to be the ¢ase, what
nged would there be of any thing more than.some such mQ~
mentary and immediate prayer as this: “Save me, O God;.
for the sake of the syfferings of. Thy Sop, who hath, yashed.
me from my sins in His own blood, .and presents me purey;.
righteous, and holy before Thy.throne;” and this ejaculax.
tion of the mouth might avail even at the hour of death, .if
" not sooner, as a seed of justification. That nevertheless in+
stantaneous salvation, by an immediate act of mercy, is at
this day a fiery flying serpent in the church, and that there<
by religion is abolished, security introduced, and damnation
imputed to the Lord, may be seen in n. 340 of the work
concerning Divine Providence, published at Amsterdam in
the year 1761. :

66. Predestination is also a birth conceived and bropght
forth from the faith of the-present church, hecause it origin-
ates-in a belief of instantaneous salvation by an immediate
act of mercy, and in a belief that man has nat the smallest
degree of ability or free-will in spiritual things, concerning
which see below, n, 68; that this follows from the fore-
mentioned tenets, as one fiery serpest from. another, or
ape spider from another, may be seen above: predestina-
tion also follows from the supposition, that man is as it were
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inanimate in the act of conversion, .that he is like a stock,
and that afterwards he is unconscious whether he is a stock
made alive by grace, or not; for it is said, that God, by the
hearing of the Word, gives faith, when and where He
willeth, n. 10 (*), consequently of His good pleasure; and
likewise that election is of the mere grace of God, inde-
pendently of any action on man’s part, whether such acti-
vity proceed from the powers of nature or ofgrace : Formuls
Concordiee, p. 821. App. p. 182. The works which follow
faith as evidences thereof, appear to the mind while it re-
" flects on them like the works of the flesh, while the spirit
which operates them doth not make known from what
origin they proceed, but supposeth them, like faith, to be
the effects of grace, and the good pleasure of God. Hence
it is plain, that the tenet of predestination hath sprung
from the faith of the present church, as a sucker from its
root; and I can venture to assert, that it has followed as the
almost unavoidable consequence of such faith. This tenet
was first broached by the Predestinarians, and afterwards
adopted by Godoschalcus, then by Calvin and his followers,
and lastly established and confirmed by the Synod of Dort,
whence it was conveyed into the church, by the Supra and
‘Infra Lapsarians, as the palladium of religion, or rather as
the head of Gorgon or Medusa engraved on the shield of
Pallas, But ‘what more detestable, or more cruel notion
could have been devised and entertained of God, than that
any part of the human race are predestinated to damnation?
For it would be a horrible idea, that the Lord, who is es-
sential love and essential mercy, designed that the bulk of
mankind should be bern for hell, or that myriads of my-
‘riads should be born devoted to destruction, or in other
words, born to be devils and satans; and that, out of His
divine wisdom, which is infinite, He should make no
provision for those who lead good lives, and acknowledge
God, whereby they might escape everlasting fire and punish-
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ment : whereas the Lord is the Creator. and Saviour of all,
and He alone leadeth all, and willeth not the death-of any;
what then can be asserted or conceived more horrible, than
that multitudes of nations and people, should, under His
auspices, and in His sight, from a predestinated decree, be
delivered up to the devil as his prey, to glut his insatiate
appetite? Yet this is a birth of the faith of the present
.church; but the faith of the New Church abhors it as a
monster.
- 67. That God has no respect unto the actions of men,
but ynto faith alone, is a new heresy, the offspring of the
two former, concerning which we have already spoken above,
n. 64, 65; and what is wonderful, it is derived from faith
alone deeply examined and attentively considered, which has
‘been done by the most sagacious divines of this age, and isa
third offspring, begotten by that faith, and brought forth by
predestination, that she-wolf, as a mother; but whereas it
is insane, impious, and .machiavelian, it has hitherto been
kept included as it were in the uterine coats, or secundines,
that came from the mother, lest its hideous form should ap-
pear: but the madness and impiety of it may be seen de-
~seribed and exploded in the Apocalypse Revealed, n.. 463.
68. That there is not any connection between charity
and faith, follows from these passages in their doctrine of
justification, viz. That faith is imputed for righteousness
without works, n. 12, (*) : that faith does not justify as
being formed from charity, n. 12, (b): that good works
are utterly to be be excluded, in treating of justification
and eternal life, n. 12 (f) : that good works are not neces-
sary unto salvation, and that the assertion of their neces-
sity ought to be totally rejected by the church, n. 12, (%) )
() (x) : that salvation and faith are neither preserved nor
retained by charity and the works thereof, n. 12, (™) (®):
*that good works, when blended in the matter of justifica-
tion, are pernicious, n. 14 (%): that the works of the
E2
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spirit, or of grace, which follow faith as its fruits, contri-
bute nothing to man’s salvation, n. 14, (4), and elsewhere :
from all which it inevitably follows, that this faith of their’s
has no connection with charity, and if it had, that the con-
" nection, according to their notion, would become injurious
to salvation, because injurious to faith, which thus would
no longer be the only means of salvation. That no can-
mection between charity and that faith can actually exist,
has been shewn above, n. 47, 48, 49, 50; wherefore it
it may be said, that it was providentially ordered, that the
Reformers should be so zealous to reject charity and good
works from their faith; for had they conjoined them, it
would have been like conjoining a leopard with a sheep, a
wolf with a lamb, ‘or a hawk with a dove; that this faith is
also described in the Apocalypseby a leopard, may be seen in
chap. xiii. 2, and also in the explanation thereof, in the
Apocalypse Revealed, n. 572. But what is a church without
faith, and what is faith without charity, consequently what is
a church without the marriage of faith and charity? see n.
48 : this marriage constitutes the real church, and is the New
Church which is now establishing by the Lord. )

69. That man in his conversion is like a stock, the faith of
the present church acknowledges as its natural offspring in
these express words: That man has not the smallest degree of
ability in spiritual things, n. 15, (*) (%) (°); thatin conver-
sion he is like a stock, a stone, and a statue, and that he
cannot so much as accommodate and apply himself to re-
cteive grace, but is like something that has not the use of
any of the senses, n. 15, (¢) (4); that man has only a loco-
motive power, whereby he is capable of going to church to
hear the Word and the Gospel, n. 15, (¢) ; but that a person
who is regenerate by virtue of the Holy Ghost, from the
the new powers and gifts which he hath received, does in a
certain manner co-operate, n. 15, (k); besides many -other
things to the same purpose. This description of man in his
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conversion, and during his repentance from evil works, is
also an offspring produced from the said egg or womb, that
is, from justification by faith alone, to the intent that man’s
works may be totally abolished, and not suffered to have the
least conjunction with faith, not even to touch it. But see-

. ing that such ideas are repugnant to the common percep-
tion of all men concerning man’s conversion and repentance,
they have added the following words : « There is a wide dif-
Jerence between persons baplized, and persons unbaptized, for
it is the doctrine of Paul, that all baptized persons have put on
Christ, and are truly regenerated ; they are then endowed with
a freedom of will, whereby they not only can kear the Word
of Gad, dut can also assent to the same, and embrace it by
Jaith,” n. 15, (@), and in the Formula Concordice, p. 675.
I appeal to men of understanding, and beg them to weigh
and consider, whether this latter quotation be any way con-
sistent with the preceding ones, and whether it be not a con-
tradiction to say that a Christian in a state of conversion is
like a stock or a stone, so that he is not able so much as to
accommodate himself to the receiving of grace, when yet
every Christian is a baptized person, and by baptism became
possessed, not only of a power to hear the Word of God,
but also to assent to it, and embrace it by faith; wherefore
the comparing a Christian to a stock or a stone is a simile
that ought to be banished from all Christian chyrches, and
to be done away, like a meteor that vanishes from be-
fore the eyes of a man waking out of sleep ; for what can be
more repugnant to reason? But in order to elucidate the
doctrine of the New Church concerning man’s conversion, I
will transcribe the following passage from one of the me-
morable relations in the Apocalyse Revealed. ¢ How plain is
it to see, that every man has liberty to think about God, or
not to think about Him; consequently that every man has
the same liberty in spirityal things, as be has in civil and
wmoral things: the Lord gives this liberty continually to all ;

E3
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wherefore man becomes guilty or not guilty accordingly ;
man is man by virtue of this power, whereas a beast is a
beast in consequence of its not possessing such a power;
so that man is capable of reforming and regenerating him-
self as of himself, provided be only acknowledge in his heart
that his ability is from the Lord: every one who doeth the
work of repentance, is reformed and regenerated: both
must be done by man as of himself, but this as of himself is
also from the Lord, because the Lord gives both the power
to will and perform, and never takes it away from any one.
It is true that man cannot contribute any thing thereunto,
mnevertheless he is not created a statue, but a man, to do the
work of repentance from the Lord as from himself: in this
alone consisteth the reciprocality of love and faith, and of
conjunction thereby, which the Lord earnestly willeth to
be done on the part of man : in a word, act of yourselves,
and believe that you act from the Lord, for thus you will
act as of yourselves. But the power so to act is not im-
planted in man by creation, because to act of himself is the
- prerogative of the Lord alone, but it is given continually ;
and in this case in proportion as man doeth good and ac-
quireth truth as of himself, he is an angel of heaven; but
in proportion as he doeth evil, and in consequence thereof
confirmeth himself in what is false, which also is done as of
himself, in the same proportion he is a spirit of hell : that
in this latter case also man acts as of himself, is evident
from his prayers, as when he prays that he may be preserved
from the devil, lest he should seduce him, and bring his
own evils upon him. Every one however contracts guilt,
who believes that ‘he doeth of himself either good or evil;
‘but not he who believes that he acts as of himself : for whatso-
ever a man believes he doeth of himself, that he appropri-
ates to himself'; if he believes that he doeth good of himself)
he appropriates 1o himself that good, and makes it his own,
when: nevertheless it is of God and from God; and if bhe
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believes that he doeth evil of himself, he also appropriates
that evil to himself, and makes it his own, when yet is of
the devil and from the devil.”

That many other false tenets, even concerning the sacra-
ments of baptism and the holy supper, as to the benefits
reasonably to be expected from them, when considered ac-
cording to the doctrine of justification by faith alone; as
likewise concerning the person of Christ ; together with all
the heresies from the first ages down to the present day ; have
flowed from no other source, than from a doctrine founded
‘on the idea of three Gods; we have not room to demon-
strate within the limits of this epitome, but it shall be shewn
and proved at large in the work itself.

' XVL

70. That the last state of the present Church, when it is at
an end, is mednt by the Consummation of the Age, and the
Coming of the Lord at that period, Matt. xxiv. 3.

' BRIEF ANALYSIS:

71. We read in Matthew, ¢ The disciples came to Jesus,
and shewed Him the buildings of the temple ; and Jesus
said-unto them, Verily I say unto you, there shall not be left
here one stome upon another, which shall not be thrown down.
And the disciples said unto Him, tell us when these things
shall be, and especially what shall be the sign of Thy coming,
and of the consummation of ‘the age,” chap. xxiv. 1, 2, 8.
At this day the learned clergy and laity, understand, by
the destruction of the temple, it's destruction by Vespa-
sian; and by the coming of the Lord, and the consumma-
tion of the age, they understand the énd and destruction
of the world: but by the destruction of the temple is not
only meant the destruction thereof by the Romans, but
likewise the destruction of the present church; and by
‘the consummation of the age, and the coming of the Lord
at’ that period, is meant the end of the present church

“and the establishment of a New Church by the Lord : that
E 4
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these things are there meant, is evident from the whole of
that chapter from beginning to end, which treats solely
of the successive declensions and corruptions of the
Christian church, evem to it's destraction, wken it is at
an end. That by the temple in a limited sense is meant
the temple at Jerusalem, in an extensive sense the church
" of the Lord, in a more extensive sense the angelic heaven,
and in the most extensive sense the Lord as to His Hue
manity, may be seen in the Apocalypse Revealed, n. 529.
That by the consummation of the age is meant the end of
the church, which comes to pass when there remains no
truth of doctrine from the Word but what bas been falsi.
fied, and thus consummated, is shewn in n. 658, 676, 750,
of the same work. That by the coming of the Lord is
meant ‘His coming in the Word, and at the same time-the
establishnént of a New Church instead of the former,
which is then brought to it’s consummation or end, evi-
dently appears from His own words in the same chapter,
from verse 0 t0 34; as likewise from the two last chapters
xxi. and xxii. of the Apocalypse, where are these words:
“7 Jesus am the Root and the Offspring of David, the
Bright and Morning Star ; and the spirit and the bride
say, Come ; and ict kim thet heareth say, Come ; and him that
is athirst, let him ¢come : Yea I come quickly: Amen, even
so come, Lord Jesws,” Chap. xxii. 17, 20.

72. That the church is then at an end, when there are no
Jonger any truths of fith, and hence no goods of charity
therein, is self-evidént: that falees of faith extinguish the
traths of doctrine, and evils of life consume the goods of
tharity ; and that wherever falses of faith are, there likewise
are evils of life, and that wherever evils of life are, there
tikewise are falses of faith; will be demonstrated in their
proper places, when we come to treat of these matters,
The reason why it has been hitherto unknown, that by the
tensummation of the age is meant the end of the church, is,
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because when falees are taught, and when the doctrine re~
sulting from them is believed and honoured as orthodox, then
it cannot possibly be known that the church is to be brought
to a consummation ; for falses are regarded as truths, and
truths as falses, and then the false explodes the truth, and
blackens it, like ink poured into clear water, or soot throwa
upon white paper. For it is the general opinion, and the
most learned of the present age proclaim it, that they en-
joy the purest light of the Gospel, notwithstanding they are
enveloped in thick darkness ; to such a degree of blindness
are they reduced by the white speck that has covered over
the pupils of their eyes.

73. That in the 24th chapter of Matthew, the 13th of
Mark, and the 21st of Luke, where similar passages occur,
is not described the destruction of the temple and Jerusas
lem, but that the successive changes of the state of the
Christian church are_ foretold, in regular order, even to its
last state, when it comes to an end, will be shewn in the
large work; and in the mean time, it may appear from these
words in the abovementioned evangelists: ¢ Then shall ap-
pear the sign of the Son of Man, and then shall all the tribes
of the earth wail; and they shall se¢ the Son of Man coming
€1 the clouds of heavenr with power and glory: and He shall
send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together Iis elect from one end of the heavens to
the other end thereof,” Matt. xxiv. 30, 81; Mark xiii. 26,
27; Luke xxi. 27 : itis well known, that these.things were
neitber seen nor heard at the destruction of Jerusalem, and
that it is the prevailing opinion at this day, that they will
come to pass at the time of the last judgment. We likewise
read of similar things in the Apocalypse, which from begin-
ning to end treats solely of the last state of the church,
where are these words : ¢ Behold Jesus Christ cometh in the
clouds, and all the tribes of the earth shall wail because of
Him,” chap. i. &, 7: the particular explication of these
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words may be seen in the Apocalypse Revealed, n. 24 to 28;
also what is signified by the tribes of the earth, and their
wailing, n. 27, 348, 349.

XVII.

74. That the Infestation from Falses,and thence the Consum:
mation of evcry T'ruth, or the Desolation, whick at this Day
prevails in the Christian Churches, is meant by the great A fftic-
tion, such as was not from the Beginning of the W orld, nor cver
skall be, Matt. xxiv. 21.

BRIEF ANALYSIS,

75 That the successive declensions and corruptions of the
Christian church are foretold and described by the Lord in
the xxivth chapter of Matthew, may be seen above, n. 73:
after having spoken of false prophets that should arise, and
‘of the abomination of desolation wrought by them, verses 1},
15, he adds, « Then shall be great affliction, such as was not
from the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall be,”
verse 21 ; whence it is evident, that by great affliction, in
this as well as in other places throughout the Word, is meant
the infestation of truth by falses, until there remain no ge-
nuine truth derived from the Word, which is not falsified
and by that means consummated. This has come to pass,
by reason that the churches have not acknowledged the unity
of God in the trinity, and His trinity in unity, in one per-
son, but in three, and hence have founded a church in the
mind upon the idea of three Gods, and in the mouth upon
the confession of one God; for by this means they have se-
parated themselves from the Lord, and at length to such a
degree, that they have no idea left of there being any Divi-
nity in His Human Nature, (see the Apocalypse Rerealed,
n. 294,) when nevertheless the Lord as to His Humanity is
Divine Truth Itself, and Divine Light Itself, as He abun-
‘dantly teaches in His Word ; hence is the great affliction so
prevalent at the present day : that this has been principally
brought on by the: doctrine of justification and imputation
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through the medium of faith alone, will be shewn in the fol-
lowing pages.

76. This affliction, or infestation of truth by falses, is
treated of in seven chapters of the Apecalypse; and is what
is meant by the black horse and the pale horse going forth
from the book, the seals whereof the Lamb had opened,
chap. vi. 5 to 8; and by the beast ascending out of the abyss,
which made war against the two witnesses, and slew them,
chap. xi. 7, and following verses; as also by the dragon
‘which stood before the woman who was ready to be delivered,
in order to devour her child, and pursued her into the desert,
and there cast out of his mouth water as a flood, that he
might cause her to be carried away of the flood, chap. xii;
and likewise by the beast out of the sea, whose body was
like that of a leopard, his feet like those of a bear, and his
mouth like that of a lion, chap. xiii. 2; also by the three
unclean spirits like frogs, which came out of the mouth of
‘the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the
‘mouth of the false prophet, chap. xvi. 13; and moreover by
these particulars, that after the seven angels had poured out
the phials of the wrath of God, wherein were the seven last
plagues, upon the earth, upon the sea, upon the rivers and
fountains, upon the sun, upon the throne of the beast, upon
Eupbrates, and last of all upon the air, there was a great
earthquake, such as had never been seen since men were
created upon the earth, chap. xvi: the earthquake here sig-
nifies an inversion of the church, which is occasioned by
falses and falsifications of truth. The like things are under-
stood by these words : ¢ The angel put forth his sickle, and
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great
wine-press of the wrath of God; and the wine-press was
trodden, and blood came out of the wine-press, even unto
the horses’ bridles, for the space of a thousand and six
.bundred furlongs,” chap. xiv. 19, 20; where blood signifies
truth falsified : besides many other passages to the same pur-
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pose, ‘in those seven chapters: biit if you desire further
information in this matter, turn to the explication thereaf,
and the memorable relations at the end of the chapters.
XVIII. , :

T7. That there would be neither Love, nor Failh, nor the
Knowledges of Good and Truth, i the last time of the Christian
Church, when it draws to an end, is understood by these words
tn the same zxivth chapler of Maithew :  After the affiction
of those days, the Sun shall be darkened, and the Moon shall
not give her light, and the Stars shall fall from Heaven, and the
Powers of the Heavens shall be shaken,” verse 29.

BRIEF ANALYSIS.

78. In the prophetic parts of the Word, the like things
are said of the sun, moon, and stars, as here in Matthew,
chap. xxiv. 29. Thus it is written in Isaiah : ¢ Behold the
eruel day of Jehovah cometh, the stars of “heaven and the con~
stellations thereof shall not give their light, the sun shall be
durkened at his rising, and the moon shall not cause her light
to shine,” 1saiah xiii. 9, 10: so in Ezekiel : ¢ When I shall put
thee out, I will cover the heavens, and make the stars thereof
dark ; I will cover the sin with a cloud, and the moon shall
not give her light, and I will set darkness upon thy land,”
xxxii. 7, 8: in Joel : ¢ The day of Jehovah cometh, aday of
darkness, the sun and moon shall not give their light, and the
stars shall withdraw their shining,” ii. 10: again in the same
prophet: « The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
miodn inlo blood, before the great day of Jekovah shall come,”
iii. 4 : « The day of Jehovah is near in the valley of decision ;
the sun and moon ure darkened,” iv. 15: in the Apocalypse:
¢ The fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was
smilten, and the third part of the stars, and the day shone not
Jfor athird part of &, vii.12: and in another place, ¢ The
-sun became black as sackcloth of hairy and the moon became as
blood,” +i. 12. All the former passages treat of the last time
of the Jewish church, which was when the Lord came into
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the world ; the same thing is meant here in Matthew and in
the Apocalypse, only in reference to the last time of the
Christian church, when the Lord is to come again, but in
the Word, which is Himself, and in which He is; wherefore
immediately after those words in Matthew xxiv. 29, it follows,
“ And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man coming in

- the clouds of the heavens,” verse 30. By the sun, in the above
passages, is meant love, by the moon, faith, and by the stars,
the knowledges of good and truth, and by the powers of the
heavens, those three as the supports and firmaments of the
heavens where angels are, and of the churches where men
are: by the above, therefore, collected into one sense, is
meant, that there would be no love, nor faith, nor know-
ledges of geod and truth, remaining in the Christian church,
in the last time thereof, when it draws to its end. That the
sua signifies love, hasbeen shewn in the Apocalypse Revealed,
n. 53, 54, 413, 796, 831, 961 ; that the moon signifies faith,
n. 53, 332, 413, 423, 533 ; that the stars signify knowledges
of good and truth, n. 51, 74, 883, 408, 419, 954, of the same
work.

79. That, according to the above prediction,there isat this
day se great darkness throughout the Christian churches, .
that the sun gives no light by day, ner the moon and stars
any light by night, is occasioned solely by the doctrine of
Justification by faith alene ; for it inculcates faith as the only.
means of salvation; of the influx, progress, indwelling,
operation, and efficacy of which no one has hitherto seen any
sign; and into which neither the law of the decalogue, nor
charity, nor good works, nor repentance, nor desires after
newness of life, have any entrance, or are in the smallest
degree connected with it ; for it is asserted, that they spone
taneously follow, without being ofany use either to preserve
faith or to procure salvation. The above doctrine likewise
teaches, that faith alone imparts to the regenerate, or those
who are possessed of it, full liberty,-so as to be no longer
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under the law; moreover that Christ covers over their sins
before God the Father, who forgives them as though they
were not seen, and crowns them with renovation, holiness,
and eternal life. These and many other things of a like
nature are the interiors of that doctrine; the exteriors,
which do not gain admission, are valuable sayings concerning:
charity, good works, acts of repentance, and exercises of the.
law; yet these are accounted by them merely as slaves and
drudges, which follow their mistress, faith, without being
permitted to join in her company: but forasmuch as
they know that the laity account these things as equally
necessary to salvation with faith, they carefully subjoin them
in their sermons and discourses, and pretend to conjoin them
with and insert them into justification; this, however, they
do merely to tickle the ears of the vulgar, and to defend their
oracles, that they may not appear mere riddles, or like the
vain responses of soothsayers. -

80. 1n order to confirm the above assertions, I will adduce
the following passages from the Formula Concordicee, (con-
cerning which see n. 9,) lest any one should think that these
things have been unjustly laid to their charge: That the
works of the second table of the decalogue are civil dutfes,
and belong to external worship, which man is able to do of
himself; and that it is a folly to dream that such works can
justify, page 84, 85, 102: that good works are to be utterly
excluded from the business of justification by faith, p. 589,
550, 591, 704 to 708: that good works do not in any wise
enter inte justification, p. 589, 702. App.62, 173 : that good
works do not preserve salvation nor faith, p. 590, 705. App.
-p- 174 : that neither does repentance enter into justification
by faith, p. 165, 320. App.p. 158 : that repentance is nothing
more than praying to God, acknowledging the truth of the
Gospel, giving of thanks, being obedient to the magistracy,
and following one’s calling, p. 12, 198. App. 158, 159, 172,
266 : that renovation of life has likewise nothing to do with
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Jjustification, p. 585, 685, 688, 689. App. p.170: that atten-
tion to obedience for the time to come, in like manner, neither
enters into faith, nor justifies, p. 90, 91, 690. App. p. 167 :
that the regenerate are not under the law, but are delivered
from the bondage thereof, and are only in the law, and under
grace, p.722, and elsewhere : that the sins of the regenerate
are covered over by the merit of Christ, p. 641, 686,687,719,
720 : hesides many other passages to the same purport. It
is to be observed, that all Protestants, as well those who call
themselves Gospellers, as those who call themselves the Re-
formed, teach in like manner justification by faith alone,
see above, n. 17, 18. .

81. Itis a wonderful circumstance, that the doctrine of
Jjustification of faith alone prevails at this day over every other
doctrine throughout all reformed Christendom, and is es-
teemed almost asthe only important point of thealogy in the
sacred order: this is what all young students among the
clergy greedily learn and imbibe at the universities, and
what they afterwards teach in the churches, and publish in
print, as if they were inspired with heavenly wisdom, and
whereby they endeavour to acquire to themselvesa name,
and the reputation of superior learning, as well as diplomas,
licences, and other honorary rewards: and these things are
doune, potwithstanding it is owing to this doctrine alone,
that the sun is at this day darkened, the moon deprived of her
light, and the stars are fallen from heaven, that is, have
_perished. It has been certified unto me, that the doctrine
of faith in imputed righteousness has blinded the minds of
men at this day to such a degree, that they will not, and
therefore as it were cannot, see any divine truth by the light
of the sun, nor by the light of the moon, but only by the
light of a fire by night; on which account I will venture to
assert, that supposing divine truths concerning the conjunc-
tion of charity and faith, concerning heaven, the Lord, and
“eterpal happiness, to be sent down from heaven engraven in
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silver characters, they would not be thought worthy to be
read by the sticklers for justification ; but the case would be
quite otherwise supposing a paper concerning justification
by faith alone to be brought them from hell. It is also said
in the Formula Concordiee, that the article of justification
by faith alone, or the righteousness of faith, is the chiefarticle
in the whole Christian doctrine ; and that the works of the
law, are utterly to be excluded from this article, p. 17, 61,
62, 72,89, 683. App. p. 164. ‘
XIX.

82. That they who are in the present justifying Faith, are

meant by the he-goats in 1)aniel and in Matthew.
BRIEF ANALYSIS. ‘

83. Tt is written in Daniel, I saw in a vision a ram, whick.
had two horns that were high, but the higher came up last; and
that the horn pushed westward, and northward, and southward,
and made itself great. Then I saw a he-goat coming from the
west, over the face of the whole earth, which had a horn between
its eyes ; and that he ran to the ram in the fury of his strength,
and broke his two horns, and cast him down to the earth, and
stamped upon him : but that the great horn of the he-goat was
broken, and instead of it there came up four horns ; and out
of one of them came forth a little horn which waxred exceeding
great towards the south, towards the east, and towards the
comeliness, and even to the host of heaven ; and it cast down of
the host and of the stars to the earth, and stamped upon them :
yea he magnified himself to the Prince of the host, and took from
him the daily sacrifice, and cast away the place of his sanctuary,
for he cast down truth to the earth. And I heard one saint
saying, how long shall this vision be, the duily sacrifice, and
the wasting iransgression, that both the holy thing and the host
should be given to be trodden under foot2 And he said, even
to the evening the morning, then shall the holy thing be justified,”
chap. viii. 2 to 14. That this vision is a prediction of the
future states of the church, is very evident, for it declares,
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that the daily sacrifice was taken away from the Prince of the
host, the habitation of his sanctuary cast down, and that the
he-goat cast down truth to the earth: moreover, that a saint
said, how long shall this vision be, that both the holy thing
and the host should be given to be trodden under foot; and
that this should be even to the evening the morning, when
the holy thing shall be justified: by the evening the morning
is meant the end of the old church, when a New Church com-
mences. :

84. In Matthew we read these words: ¢ Then shall the
Son of Man say to the he-goats on his lcft hand, depart from
Me, for I was hungry, and ye gave Me no meat ; 1 was
thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink ; I was a stranger, and ye
took: Me not in; I was naked, and ye clothed Me not ; I was
sick and in prison, and ye visited Mec not; and these shall go
away inlo eternal punishment.” That the same persons are
here meant by he-goats and sheep, as by the he-goat and
ram in Daniel, is very evident: that by he-goats are meant
those who are in the present justifying faith, appears from
this circumstance, that unto the sheep are enumerated works
of charity, and it is said that they did them; and that unto
the he-goats the same works of charity are enumerated, but
it is said that they did them not, and that they are therefore
sentenced to condemnation: for they who are in the present
justifying faith, neglect works, because they deny them to
have any thing of salvation or of the church in them. When
charity is thus removed, good works, which appertain to
charity, become so totally forgotten and obliterated, that
they are never more remembered, nor is the least effort made
to recall them to mind when the law of the decalogue, is read.
Itis a general rule in religion, that in proportion as any one
doth not will good, and hence doth not do it, in the same
proportion he willeth evils, and hence doeth them; and on
the contrary, that in proportion as any one doth not will
evils, and hence doth not commit them, in the same propor-

F
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‘tien he willeth good, and hence deeth good ; these latter are
the sheep, but the former are the he-goats. If all evil per-
sons had been there meant by the he-goats, instead of the
works of charity which they had not done, the evils which
they had done, would have been enumerated.

85. 'That no other than the persons above described are
meant by the he-goats, has been manuifested to me by expe-
rience in the spiritual world; in which world there appear
all things that are in the natural world, such as houses and
palaces, paradises and gardens, with trees of every kind;
likewise fields and tillage lands, as alse plains and green
pastures, together with flocks and herds ; and all resembling
those upon our earth; nor is there any other difference,
than that in the natural world they are from a natural origin,
butin the spiritual world from a spiritual origin. There I
have often seen sheep and he-goats, also combats between
them,like that described in Daniel, chap. viii. I have seen
he-goats with horns bent forwards and backwards, and rush-
ing with fury upon the sheep; 1 have seen some he-goats
with two, and others with four horns, with which they ve-
hemently struck at the sheep ; and when I looked to discover
what this meant, 1 saw some persons disputing together
about faith conjoined with charity, and faith separated froin
charity; from whence it plainly appeared, that the present
Jjustifying faith, which considered in itself is a faith disjoined
from charity, is the he-goat, and that faith conjoined with
charity is the sheep.

86. The like persons are meant by he-goats in Zechariah :
¢ Mine anger was kindled against the shepherds, and I will
visil the he-goats,” x. 3 : andin Ezekiel: ¢ Behold I judge

between catlle and caltle, between the rams and the he-goats ;
seemeth it a small thing unto you, to have eaten up the good
pasture, but ye must tread down with your feet also the residue
of the pastures 2 Ye thrust all the tnfirm sheep with your
horns, unlil ye have dispersed them ; therefore will: 1 save My
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Jhock, that it be nomore a prey,” xxxiv. 17,. ]8, 22, and fol-
lowing verses.
XX.

. 87. That they who have confirmed themselves in the present
Justifying Faith, are meant in the Apecalypse by the Dragon,
and his two Beasts, and by the Locusls ; and that this same
Faith, when confirmed, is there meant by the great City which
#s spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where the two Wit-
nesses were slain, as also by the Pit of the Abyss, whence the
Locusts came forth.

BRIEF ANALYSIS.
88. That seven chapters of the Apocalypse treat of the
perverted state of the church among the Reformed, and two
_ehapters of the perverted state of the church among the Ro-
man Catholics, and that the states of both churches, as ex-
isting at the present day, are sentenced to damnatiom,* -has
been shewn in the explication thereof, in a work entitled,

The Apocalypse Revealed, and that not by uncertain -con-
-jectures, but by full proofs. That by the dragon, treated of
in the 12th chapter, are meant those in the Reformed
-¢hurehes, who make God three, and the Lord two, and who
-separate charity from faith, by making their faith spiritual
.and saving, -and not charity, see n 532 to 565, and the Me-

.morable Relation adjoined, n. 566. That they are further
described by the two beasts, one rising out of the sea, and

the other out of the earth, as related in chap. xiii. see n. 567
to 610, and the Memorable Relation, n. 611."- 'Fhat they
are also described by the locusts, which came fofth out of
thepit of the abyss, as mentioned in chap. ix. see n. 419 to

- 442. That this same faith, when confirmed, is meant by
the great city, which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt,

* Itisnot to be supposed from hence, that all the individual members of
" those churches have incurreéd this dreadful sentence ; the constant testimony of
our author is, that-all with whom falses of doctrine are not confirmed by evil
. 90 life, are eventually saved;
F 2

~



68 A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE

where the two faithful witnesses were slain, as related in
chap. xi. see n. 485 to 530, particularly n. 500 to 503, and
the Memorable Relation, n. 531. That they are also meant
by the pit of the abyss, out of which issued smoke as out of
a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened,
and then locusts came forth, as described in chap. ix. see n.
421 to 424. ,
- 89 That I might be assured and fully convinced, that by
the pit of the abyss nothing else is meant than the faith of
the dragon, which is a faith conceived fram an idea of three
Gods, and from baving no idea of the Divinity of the Human
Nature of Christ, and which is called faith alone justifying,
regenerating, quickening, sanctifying, and saving; it was
given me to look into that abyss, to converse with those who
are therein, and likewise to see the locusts which came out
thence; from which ocular demonstration, that pit together
with the abyss is described by me in the Apocalypse Re-
vealed ; and because a description from ocular demonstration
may be relied on, it shall be transcribed from that work,
where it is described as follows.

¢ That pit, which is like the mouth of a furnace, appears
in the southern quarter ; and the abyss beneath it is of great
extent towards the east ; they have light even there, but if
light from heaven be let in, there is immediate darkness;
wherefore the pit is closed up at the top. There appear in
the abyss huts constructed of ‘brick, which are divided into
distinct cells, in each of which is a table, whereon lie pa-
pers, with some books: every one there sits at his own
table, who in this world had confirmed justification and
salvation by faith alone, making charity a merely natural
and moral act, and the works thereof only works of civil
life, whereby men may reap advantage in the world, but if
done for the sake of salvation, they condemn them, and
some even rigorously, because human reason aud will is in,
them. Al who are in this abyss, have been scholars and.
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learned men in the world; and among them are some meta-
physicians and scholastic divines, who are there estcemed
above the rest. But their lot is as follows : when first they
come thither, they take their seats in the first cells, but as
they confirm faith by excluding the works of charity, they
leave the first seats, and enter into cells nearer the east, and
thus successively till they come towards the end, where they
are who confirm those tenets from the Word ; and because
they then cannot but falsify the Word, their huts vanish,
and they find themselves in a desert. There is also an abyss
beneath that abyss, where those are who in like manner
have confirmed justification and salvation by faith alone,
but who in their spirit have denied the existence of a God,
and in their heart have made a jest of the holy things of the
church; there they do nothing but quarrel, tear their gar-
ments, get upon the tables, stamp with their feet, and assail
each other with reproaches; and because it is not permitted
them to hurt any one, they use threatening words and shake
their fists at each other.”

90. That [ might also be assured and convinced, that
they who have confirmed themselves in the present justify-
ing faith, are meant by the dragon, it was given me to see
many thousands of them assembled together, and they then
appeared at a distance like a dragon with a long tail, which
seemed full of spikes like thorns, which signified falsities.
Once also there appeared a still greater dragon, which rais-
ing up his back, lifted up his tail towards heaven, and en-
deavoured to draw down the stars from thenee ; stars there
signify truths.

XXI.

91. That unless a New Church be established by the Lord,
n0o one can be saved ; and that this is meant by these words,
Unless those Days should be shortened, there should no
Tlesh be saved ” Matt. xxiv. 22.

F3



70 A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE

BRIEF ANALYSIS.
" 92. By shortening those days, is meant the putting an end
‘to the present church, and establishing a new one ; for, as
has been already observed, the 24th chapter of Matthew
treats of the successive declensions and perversions of the
"Christian church, even to the consummation and end thereof,
and of the coming of the Lord at that period. The reason
why no flesh could be saved, unless those days should be
shortened, is, because the faith of the present church'is
founded on the idea of three Gods, and with this idea no
one can enter heaven ; consequently no one can enter hea-
“ven with the faith of the present church, because the idea of
“three Gods is in all and every part thereof; and besides, in
that faith there exists no life from the works of charity : that
the faith of the present church cannot be conjoined with eha-
rity, and produce any fraits which are good works, was
‘shewn above, n. 47 to 50. There are two things which
form heaven in man, viz. the truths of faith and the goods
of charity ; the truths of faith occasion the presence of the
Lord, and point out the way to heaven, and the goods of
charity effect conjunction with the Lord, and introduce in-
to heaven ; and every one is there introduced into light -ac-
cording to his affection of truth, and into heat according to
his affection of good : that the affection of truth is faithin
its essence, and the affection of good charity in its essence,
and that the marriage of them both constitutes the church,
may be seen above, n. 48 ; the church and heaven make one.
That these three are not in the churches of the present day,
which are built upon faith alone, has been fully shewn in the
preceding pages. '
- 98. I have sometimes in the spiritual world conversed
with the maintainers of justification by faith alone, and have
told them that their doctrine is erroneous, and likewise ab-
surd, that it brings on security, blindness, sleep, and night,
" in spiritual things, and thereby death to the soul, thus-ex-
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horting them to desist from it. But I have received for an-
swer, Why should we desist 2 Does not the pre-eminence of
the clergy above the laity, in point of erudition, depend
upon this doctrine? To which I replied, that it should seem
€rom hence, that they regarded not so much the salvation of
souls, as their own pre-eminence ; and that because they had
applied the truths of the Word to confirm their own false
principles, and thereby had adulterated them, they were be-
come angels of the abyss, ealled Abaddons and Apollyons,
Apoc. ix. 115 by whom are signified the destroyers of the
ehureh by a total falsification of the Word: see the expli-
cation thereof, n. 440, and the Memorable Relation, n, 566,
in the dpocalypse Revealed. But they answered, How can
this be? Are we not, by our knowledge of the mysteries of
that doctrine, oracles? And do we not from that doctrine
.give answers as from our sanctuary? wherefore we are not
‘Apollyons, but Apollo’s. On hearing .this, I replied with
tadignation, If ye are Apollo’s, ye are also Leviathans, the
first class of you- are crooked Leviathans, and the second
i class of you are oblong Leviathans, whom God will visit
with his sharp and great sword, Isaiah xxvii. 1: but they
laughed at these words. What is meant by being visited
-and perishing by the sword, may be seen in the Apocalypse
Revealed, n. 52.

94. The great arcanum, why, unless a New Church be
-established by the Lord, no flesh can be saved, is this; that
as long as the dragon with his crew remains in the world of
spirits, into which he was cast from heaven, so long no di-
-vine truth, united with divine good, can pass from the Lord
to men on earth, but it is either annihilated or perverted,
so that salvation is thereby rendered ‘impossible to be at-
tained ¢ this is what is meant in the Apocalypse by the fol-
lowing passage: ¢ And the dragon was cast out into the earth,

.amd his angels were cast out with him: woe to the inhabit-
-2anls of the earth and the sea, for the devil is come down unto
F4
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them, having. gréat wrath ;- and.he persecuted the waman, whe
brought forth a Son,” chap. xii. 9, 12, 18 : but after the dras
gon was cast into hell, chap. xx. 10, then it was that Joha
saw the New Heaven and the New Earth, and saw the New
Holy Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven;
Apoc. xxi. 1,2, &, What is meant by the dragon, and
who the dragons are, may be seen above, n. 47. ‘
XXII.

95 That the Opening and Rejection of the Tenets of th
Faith of the present Church, and the Revelation and Recep-
tion of the Tenets of the Faith of the New Church, is meant
by these words in the Apocalypse: < He that sat upon the
throne saidy, Behold. I will make all things Ncw ; and He
said unto me, Write, for these FWords are lrue and ﬁzilzful ”

ehap XXi. 5. -
"BRIEF ANALYSIS.

%a He that sat upon the throne, that is, the Lord sald
these'things 'unto John, when he saw the New Jerusalem
coming down from God out of heaven; that by the New
Jerusalem is meant a New Church, will be shewn in the fol«
lowing chapter. ‘The reason why the falsities of the tenets
of the faith of the present church must first be opened -and
rejected, before the truths of the tenets of the New Church
can be revealed and received, is, because they do not agrée
together, no not in one single point or particular ; for the
tenets of the present church are founded upon a faith, in
which, whether there be any essential of the church, or not,
is unknown: now the essentials of the church, which con-
join themselves with a faith directed to one God, are charity,
good works, 'répentance, and a life according to the divine
laws ; and forasmuch as these together with faith affect and
move the human wilt and thought, they conjoin man to the
Y.ord, and the Lord to man : since therefore none of these
essentials enter into the faith of the ‘present church at the
time it takes place, which'is called tlie act of justification, it
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sammot possibly be known whether this faith” be in man, or
not, consequently whether it be any thing, or only an idea of
something ; for they say, that man in the act of justification
is like a stock or a stone, and that be can neither will, think,
po-operate, no, nor even apply or accommodate himself to
the reception thereof in the smallest degree, see above,
n. 15, (¢) (49) : since therefore the case is such, that no one
can guess, much less know, whether that faith be in him,
ary thus whether it be in him like a paintcd flower, or like
aflower growing in a field ; or whether it be like a bird fly-
ing by him, or like a bird that hath built her nest in him; I
ask by what tokens ‘or signs is this to be known? 1f it be
answered, that it is to be known by charity, good works,
repentance, and exercises of the law, which follow after this
faith, and yet have no.connection with it ; I leave it to men
of sense to determine, whether things, that have no conneo-
tion with faith, can possibly be proper .sigas and evidences
thereof’; for this faith of their’s, they say, is neither preserv-
ed. por .retained by the above-mentioned works -of charity,
see above, n. 12, (™) ("). From what has been said we may
draw the following conclusion, viz. that in the faith of the
present day there exists nothing of the church, and conse-
quently that it is not any thing, but only an idea of some-
thing : since then this faith is of such a nature, it is desery-
edly to be rejected, yea, it rejects itself, as a thing that bears
no relation to a church. oo

97. But widely dliferent is the case . mtb the tenets or
doctrinals of the New Church; these ane all, essentials, in
each whereof there is heaven and the,chugebs and they re-
gard this as their end, viz. that man may be in the Laord, and
the Lord in man, according to His ewn words in John, chap.
xiv. 20;. and chap. xv. 4, 5, 6 : it is this conjunction alone
which constitutes the Christian Church, From these few
observations it may clearly appear, what is meaunt by these
words ofithe Lard: ¢ He that sat upon the throne said,, be-
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hold I will make all things new ; and He said, write, fort&clc
words are true and faithful.”
98. The sole reason why the Christian werld has fallen
into a faith, which has put away from itself all the truths
and goods of heaven and the chureh, even to the separation
thereof, is, because they have divided God into three per-
sons, and have not believed the Lord God the Saviour to
‘be one with God the Father, and thus have not approached
Him immediately; when nevertheless He alone as to His
‘Humanity is essential Divine Trath, “ which is the Word,
which was God with God, and is the true Light which enlighi-
eneth every man ; and became flesh,’ John i. 1, 2, 9, 14.
“That He is essential truth, and thus essential light, is also
‘testified in other places; for He saith, “ I am the Light df
the world,” John viii. 22. chap. ix. 5: and in another
Pace « ¢ While ye have the Light, believe in the Light, that
ye may be the chttdren of Light: I am come a Light into the
world, that whosoever believeth in Mc; may not abide tn dark-
"ness,” John xii. 36, 46: in the Apocalypse : ¢ I am Alpha
and Omega, the. Beginning and thc End, the First and the
Last, the Bright and Morning Star,” chap, xxii. 13, 16:
and in Matthew : ¢ When Jesus was transformed, His face
shone as the sun, and His raiment became as the light,” chap,
‘xvii. 12. Hence it appears why and whence this imaginary
faith came into the world, namely, because they have not ap-
proached the Lord : and I can, from all my experience, as
- well as from positive assurance from heaven, with the utmost
certainty declare, that it is iinpossible to derive a single ge-
nuine theological truth from any other source than from the
Lord alone ; nay, that to derive it from any other source is
"as impossible, as it is to sail from England or Holland to the
- Pleiades, or to ride on horseback from Germany to Orion in
the sky.
' XXIII.
99, That the New Church about to be eslablzshed by the
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Lord, is the New Jerusalem, treated of in the Apocalypse,
chap. xxi. and xxii. which is there called the Bride and the
Wife of the Lamb.

BRIEF ANALYSIS,

100. The reason why the New Church is meant by the
New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven,
Apoc. xxi. is, because Jerusalem was the metropolis of the
land of Canaan, and therein was the temple and the altar,
and there also the sacrifices were offered, consequently divine
worship was there performed, which every male throughout
theland was required to attend three timesa year. A farther
reason is, because the Lord was in Jerusalem, and taught
in its temple, and afterwards glorified His Humanity there;
‘hence it is, that by Jerusalem is signified the church. - That
by Jerusalem is meant the church, is very clear from the
-prophecies in the Old Testament concerning'a New Chutoh
to be established by the Lord, whereis it is called Jerusalem.
I shall only adduce the following passages, from which any
one of inferior reason may see, that by Jerusalem is meant
‘the church. ¢ Behold I create a new heaven and a new earth,
and the former shall not be remembered; behold I will create
Jerasalem an exultation, and her people a gladness, that I may
‘exwlt over Jerusalem, and be glad over My peaple. Then the
‘wolf and the lamb shall feed together: they shall not do evil in
all the mountain of My holiness,” lsaiah lxv. 17, 18, 19, 23.

- %¢ For Zion's sake I will not be silent, and for Jerusalen’’s sake
1 willnot rest, until her righteousness goeth forth as splendour,
and her salvation as a lamp that burneth, Then the Genliles
shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory ; and thou
shalt be called by a ncw name, which the mouth of Jehovah
shall utter ; and thou shalt be a crown of beauty, and a diadem
of & kingdom, tn the hand of thy God : Jehovah shall be well
pleased in thee, and thy land shall be married. Behold thy
salvation shall come, behold HEs reward is with Him: and

“they shall call them, the people of holinéss, the -redcemed of
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Jehovah ; and thou shalt be called, a cily sought out,not desert«
ed,” Isaiah lxii. 1 to 4, 11, 12. “ Adwake, awake, put on thy
strenglh, O Sion, put on the garments of thy beauty O Jeru-
salem, the city of holiness ; for henceforth there shall no more
come inlo thee the uncircumcised and the unclean ; shake thyself
Jfrom the dust, arise, sil down, O Jerusalem. The people shall
know My name in that day; for I am He that doth spedak,
bekold it is I: Jehovah hath comforted His people, He hath
redeemed Jerusalem,” Isaiah lii. 1, 2, 6, 9. ¢ Shout with joy,
O daughter of Zion, be glad with all thy heart O daughter of
Jerusalem ; the king of Israel is in the midst of thee; fear not
evil any more ; he will be glad over thee with joy, he will rest
in thy love, he will rejoice over thee with shouting ; I will make
you a name and a praise among all the people of the earth,”
Zeph. iii. 14 to 17,20. ¢ Thus saith Jehovah thy Redeemer,
saying to Jerusalem, thow shalt be inhabited,” Isaiah xliv.
24,26. *Thes caith Jehovah, I will return to Kion, and
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, whence Jerusalem shall be
called the city of truth, and the mountain of Jehovah Zebaoth
the mountain of holiness,” Zech. viii. 8, 20 to 23. < Then
shall ye know, that I am Jchovah your God, dwelling in Zion, -
the mountain of holiness, and Jerusalem shall be holiness : and’
it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop
down wilth new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and
Jerusalem shall sit fast from generalion to generation,” Joel iv.
17 to 21. “In that day shall the branch of Jehocuh be
beanty and glory ; and it shall come to pass, that he that
is left ¥n Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, shall
be called holy, every one that is written for life in Jeru-
salem,” {saial iv. 2, 3. ¢ In the last days the mountain of
the house of Jchocah shall be established as the head of the
mountains, for out of Zion shall go forth doctrine, and the
word of Jehovah from Jerusalem,” Micah iv. 1,2,8. <At
that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah, and
all nations shall be gathered to Jerusalem for the name of Jeho-
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tah, neither shall they go any more afler the confirmation of
their own evil heart,” Jev. iii. 17. < Look upon Kion, the city
of our stated feasts, let thine eyes see Jerusalem a quiet habi-
tation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; the nails
thereof shall never be removed, and the cords thereof shall not
be broken,” Isaiah xxxiii. 20 : not to mention other passages,
as [ssiah xxiv. 3. chap. xxxvii. 32. chap. Ixvi. 10 to 14.
Zech. xii. 3, 6 to 10. chap. xiv. 8, 11, 12, 21. Malachi iii.
2, 4. Psalm cxxii. 1 to 7. Psalm cxxx. 4, 5,6. That by
Jerusalem in the above passages is meant a church to be
established by the Lord, and not the Jerusalem inhabit-
ed by the Jews, is plain from every particular of its
description therein; as that Jehovah God was about to create-
a new heaven and a new earth, and also a Jerusalem at the-
same time; and that this Jerusalem would be a crown of
beauty, and a diadem of a kingdom; that it is to be called
holiness, and the city of truth, the throne of Jehovah, a quiet
habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; that
the wolf and the lamb shall feed together therein, and that
the mountains shall drop down with new wine, and the hills .
flow with milk, and that it shonld remain from generation
to .generation; besides other circumstances, as respecting
the people therein, that they should be holy, all written for
life, and should be called the redeemed of Jehovah. More-
over all those passages treat of the coming of the Lord, and-
particularly of His second coming, when Jerusalem shall be
such as isthere described ; for heretofore she has notbeen mar-
ried, that is, has not been the bride and the wife of'the lamb,
as the New Jerusalem is said to be in the Apocalypse. The
former or present church is meant by Jerusalem in Daniel,
and its commencement is there described in these words:
“ Know therefore and understand, thal from the going forth
of the word, unto the restoring and building of Jerusalem,
even unto Messiah the Prince, shall be sevenweeks ; afterwards
in sigty and two weeks it shall be restored, and the street and -
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the ditck shall be built, but in distress of times,” chap, ix. 25:
but its end is described by these words: ¢ At length upon
the bird of abominations shall be desolation, and even to the
consummation and decision it shall drop upon the devastation,”
verse 27 : this last passage is alluded to in the following words
of the Lord in Matthew : -When ye shall see the abomination
of desolation foretold by Daniel the propket, standing in the
holy place, iet him that readeth note it well,” chap. xxiv. 15.
That by Jerusalem, in the places above adduced, is not
meant the Jerusalem inhabited by the Jews, may appear from
those places in the Word, where it is said of that city, that
it was entirely destroyed, and that it was to be destroyed,
as in Jer. v. 1. chap. vi. 7. chap. vii. 17, 18, &c. chap. viii_
6,7,8, &c. chap. ix. 10, 11, 13, &c. chap. xiii. 9, 10, 14,
chap. xiv. 16. Lament. i. 8,9, 17. Ezech. iv. 1 to the end.
chap. v. O to the end. chap. xii. 18, 19. chap. xv. 6, 7, 8.
chap..xvi. 1 to 63. chap. xxiii. 1 to 40. Matt. xxiii. 37, 38.
Luke xix. 41 to 44. chap. xxi. 20, 21, 22. chap. xxiii. 98,
29, 80; besides many other passages; and also where it is
called Sodom, as in Isa. iii. 9. Jer. xxiii. 14. Ezech, xvi.
46, 48 ; and in other places.

101. That the church is the Lord’s, and that by virtue of
a spiritual marriage, which is that of good and truth, .the
Lord is called the Bridegroom and the Husbaad, and the
church the bride and the wife, is known among Christians
from the Word, particularly from the following passages:
John said of the Lord, ¢ He that hath the bride is the Bride-
groom,.but the friend of the Bridegroom is he who slandeth and
heareth Him, and rejoiceth because of the Bridegroom’s veice,”
John iii. 29+ ¢ Jesus said, while the Bridegroom is with them,
the children of the marriage cannot fast,” Matt. ix. 15. Mark
ii. 19, 20. Luke v. 84,35 : I saw the holy cily Ncw Jery-
-salem coming down from God out of heaven, preparcd asa
bride adorned for her husband,” Apoc. xxi. 2. ¢ The angel
said unto John, come and I mill shew-hoe the bride, the damd’s
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wife, and from a mountain he shewed himthe-holy city Jeru=
salem,” Apoc. xxi. 9: ¢ The time of the marréage of the Lamb
35 come, and His wife hath made. herself ready ; blessed are
they who are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb,”
Apoc. xix. 7,9: I am the Root and Offspring of David, the
Bright and Morning Slar : the spirit and the bride say, Come;
and let him who heareth say, Come ; and him that is athirst,
Let him come ; and whosoever will, let him take the water of
iifc freely,” Apoc. xxii. 16, 17.
XXIV.

- 102. That the Faith of the New Church cannot by any means
be together with the Faith of the former Church, and that in case
they be together, such a collision and conflict will ensue, as to
destroy every thing relaling to the Church in man.

BRIEF ANALYSIS. :

-+ 103. Thereason why the faith of the New Church cannot
by any means be together with the faith of the former or
-present church, is, because they do not agree together in
one third, no nor even in one tenth part. The faith of the
former church is described in the Apocalypse, <hap. xii.
by the.dragon, but the faith of the New Church by the
‘woman surrounded with the sun, having upon her head a
‘erown of twelve stars, whom the dragon persecuted, and
“at whom he cast water as a flood, that he might swallow her
<up, see above, n. 87 to 90 : these two cannot be together in
one city, much less in one house, consequently they cannot
be together in one mind; or should they be together, the
unavoidable consequence must be, that the woman would
be continually exposed to the rage and insanity of the dragon,
and in fear lest he should devour her son: for it is said in
‘the Apocalypse, chap. xii. that the dragon stood before thte
woman who was ready to be delivered, in order to devour
‘her child, and that the woman, after she had brought forth
- the man-child, fled into the desert, verses 1, 4, 6, 14 to 17.
<The faith of the former church is a fuith of the night, for
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human reason has no. perception of it, wherefore it is also:
said, that the understanding must be kept in obedience.
thereunto: nay, it is not even known whether it be within-
man or without him, because nothing of man’s will and,
reason enters into it, no nor charity, good works, repent-
ance, the law of the decalogue, with many otlrer- things-
which really exist in the mind of man; that this is the case,
may he seen above, n. 79, 80, 96, 97, 98: but the faith.of
the New Church enters into a conjugial covenant with all:
these, and conjoins itself to them ; and being thus in the heat -
of heaven, it is also in the light thereof, and is a faith of
light: now a faith of night and a faith of light can no more:
be together, than an owl and a dove in one nest; for in such:
case the owl would lay her eggs, and the dove her’s, and af-.
ter sitting, the young of both would be hatched, and then the-
owl would tear in pieces the young of the dove, and would-
give themn to her own young for food; for an owl is a bird
of prey. There is a further reason why the faith of the for
mer church and the faith of the New Church cannot possibly
be together, and that is, because they are heterogeneous [or
diametrically opposite to each other in their nature and qua-
lity ) ; for the faith of the former church springs from an idea -
of three Gods, see n. 30 to 38, but the faith of the New
Church from the idea of one God ; and as there hence arises
a heterogeneity or repugnance to each other, there must
inevitably, supposing them to be together, be such a colli-
sion and conflict, as would prove fatal to every thing relating
to the church ; or, in other words, man would either fall
into a delirium, or into a state of insensibility as to spiritual
things, until at length- he would scarcely know what the
church is, or whether there be any church atall. From
what bas been said it tollows, thatthey whe have confirmed .
themselves in the faith of the old church, cannot without :
endangering their spiritual life embrace the faith of the New :
Church, until they first have narrowly examined, rejected, -
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and thus extirpated the former faith, together with its young -
or eggs, that is to say, its tenets; the true nature or quality

of which has heen already shewn in the foregomg pages,

particularly at n. 64 to G9.

104. The like would happen if a person should embl'aea
the faith of the New Church, and retain the faith of the old
church concerning the imputation of the righteousness or
merit of the Lord; for from this, as from their root, all the
tenets of the former church, like so many young shoots, have
sprang forth. Supposing this to be the case, it would com-
paratively be like a person extricatiig himself from three
heads of the dragon, and becoming entangled in his four
remaining ones; or like a person flying from a leopard, and
meeting with a lion; or like a persom escaping out of a pit
where there is no water, and falling iato a pit full of water
and being drowned. Thst this is the case, will be seen after
the exposition of the following lemma, where something will
be advanced cencerning imputation.

XXV.

103. That the Roman Catholics at this day know nothing
of the Imputation of the Merit of Christ, and of Justification
by Faith therein, into which their Church was formerly iri-
liated, because it is entirely concealed under their external
Forms.of Wership, which are nuwmerous; for whick reason,
therefore, ¢f they recede but in part from their exiernal Forms
of Wership, and immediately approach Gad the Saviour Jesus
Cheist, and admimister the Holy Eucharist in both kinds, they
may be brought into the New Jerusalem, or the New Clurch
of the Lord, more. easily than the Reformed.

BRIEF ANALYSIS.

#06. That the primates and rulers of the Romish Chnrch
at their eonsecration to the ministry, swear to observe the de-
enees . of the council of Trent, appears from the bull of Pope
Piws 1V, where, in:the form of the oath of their profession
of faith, dated:the L3th of-November, 1564, we find these

G
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words: ¢ Ifirmly believe and profess all and every thing con-
lained in the creed used by the holy church of Rome ; and I.
recetve without any doubt all such things as are raintained and
declared in her holy canons, and general councils, and espe+
cially by the most holy council of Trent; so help me God.”
That they also bind themselves by an oath to belicve and
profess what the council of Trent has established, concerns.
ing the imputation of the merit of Christ, angd justification
by-faith therein, is evident from these words in the same ball «.
¢ I embrace and receive all and every thing, whieh has been:
determined and declared in the most holy council of Trentj
concerning original sin and justification ;” what these are,:
may be seen from the extracts taken from that council, as:
above, n. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. From these principles és-’
tablished in that council, the following consequences have
been drawn, namely, ¢ That the Roman Catholics, previ=.
ous to the reformation, held precisely the same doctrines as
the Reformed have done subsequent thereto, with respect to-
the imputation of the merit of Christ, and justification by.
faith therein, only with this difference, that they conjoined,
the same faith with charity and good works,”” see abeve, n..
19, 20: also, ¢ That the leading Reformers, Luther,.
Melanchton, and Calvin, retained all the tenets concerning.
imputation of the merit of Christ, and justification by faith,
just as they then were and had been held by the Roman.
Catholics; but that they separated charity and good works
from that faith, and declared them to have no saving efficacy,
to the intent that they might be severed from the. Roman
Catholics, as to the -very essentials of the church, which are
faith and charity,” see above n. 21, 22, 23: moreover,
¢ That nevertheless the aforesaid leading Reformers adjomed
good works, and even conjoined them, to their faith, butat
the same time considered man as a passive subject ; whereas,
the Roman Catholics regarded him as an active subject; and.
that after all there actually is a conformity of sentiment be-«,
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tween both the one and the other, as to faith, works, and
merits,”’ see above, n. 24 to 29. From what has been
shewn, then, it is evident, that this faith is a faith which the
Roman Catholics swear to observe, equally as well as
the Reformed.

107. Nevertheless this faith is so far obliterated among
the Roman Catholics at this day, that they scarcely know
a syllable ahout it ; not that it has been reprobated by any
-Papal decree, but because it has heen concealed by the ex-
ternals of worship, such as the adoration of Christ’s vicar,
the invocation of saints, the veneration of images, and
moreover by such things as, from being accounted holy, af
fect the senses, as masses in an unknown tongue, garments,
lights, incense, pompous processions; also mysteries re-
specting the eucharist: by these things and others of a like
nature, faith justifying by the imputation of the merit of
Christ, although a primitive tenet of the Romish Church,
has been so removed out of sight, and withdrawn from the
memory, that is like something buried in the earth, and
covered over with a stone, which the monks have set a watch
over, to prevent its being dug up and revived ; for were it
revived, the belief of their possessing a supernatural pow-
cr of forgiving sins, and thus of justifying, sanctifying,
-and 'bestowing salvation, would cease, and therewith all
their sanctity, pre-eminence, and prodigious gains. _
- 108. The first reason why the Roman Catholics may be
‘brought into the New Jerusalem, or New Church, more
‘easily than the Reformed, is, “because the faith of justifica-
-tion by the imputation of the merit of Christ, ‘which is an
erroncous faith, and cannot be together with the faith of
‘the New Church, (see n. 102 to 104;,) is with them obliterated,
and'is like to be still more fully so; whereas it is as it were
-erigraven upon the Réformed, inasmuch as it is the principal
‘tenet of their chur¢h. A second reasun is, because the Ro-
man Catholics enteértain an idea of divine majesty belonging

G 2
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to the Humanity of the Lord, more than the Reforimed da,
as is evident from their most devout veneration of the host.
A third reason is, because they hold charity, good werks,
repentance, and attention to amendment of life, to be essen-
tials of salvation, and these are also essentials of the:New
Church ; but the case is otherwise with the Reformed, #ho
are confirmed in faith alone; with these the above ase
neither regarded as essentials nor formalities belonging. to
farth, and consequently as not at all contributing to sadvation.
These are three reasons, why the Roman Catholics, if they
approach (God the Saviour Himself, not medéately but im-
mvediately, and likewise¢ administer the holy eucharist in
both kinds, may more easily than the Reformed receive.n
living faith in the roem of adead faith, and be conducted
‘by angels from the Lord to thegates of the New Jerusalem
or: New Church, and be iutrodueed therein with Joy and
shoamrg : .

Crrr st ssrrrsss s

- 109, The imputation of the righteousness or werits qf
Christ, enters at this day like a soul into the whole system
of theology threughout the Reformed Christian. world:
it is from imputation that faith, which is therein accounted
the only medium of salvation, is afirmed to be righteous-
ness before God, see above, n. 11, (9); and it is from impu-
tation that man, by means of that faith, is said to he clothed
with the giftsi of righteousness, as a king when elected is-in-
vested with the insignia-of reyalty. But nevertheless impu-
tation, from. the mienc -assertion that a man is. righteous,
effects nothing, for it passes enly into the ears, and does
not operatein ‘man, unless the imputation of righteousness
be also the application of rigliteousndss by its being comn
municated and' so induoced; this follows frem .its effects,
which are said to be the remission of sins, regeneration,. ren
novation, sanctification, and &ccordiagly salvation: it,is
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aseeried further, that by means of that faith Christ dwells
in man, and the Holy Spirit eperates in him, and that hance
the regenerate are not only called righteous, but are in re-
ality such: that not only the gifts of God, but likewise
Christ Himself, yea all the Holy Trinity, dwelleth by faith
v the regenerate, as in their temples, see above, 0. 13, (1);
and that man, both in regard to person and works, is rightes
ous, and pronounced to be so, see abave, n. 14, (¢°): from
whi¢h it clearly follows, that by the imputation of Christ’s
righteousness is meant its application and thereby its being
induced, by virtue of which- man is made partaker thereof.
Now as imputation is the root, the beginning, and the foun-
dation of faith, and all its operations towards salvation, and
henes is as it were the sanctuary or sacred recess in the
Christian temples at this day, it is necessary to suhjoin here
bomething relative to Imputation by way of corollary : but
this shall be distinctly arranged under proper articles in the
following order: 1. That to every one after death is imputed
the evil in which he is, and in like manner the good. [I.
Phat the induction or translation of the good of one person
into another, is a thing impossible. III. That a faith of
the imputation or application of the righteousness or merits
of Ohrist, is, inasmuch as such imputation or application is
impossible, an imaginary faith.

110. 1. That to every one afler death is imputedthe Evil in
which he is, and inlike manner the Good. 1In order to illuss
trate this with some degree of evidence, it shall be consi-
dered under the following distinctions, 1. That every one
has a proper life of his own. 2. That the life of every one
remaineth with him after death. 3. That to the evil person
is then imputed the evil of his life, and that to the good
person is imputed the good of his life. First, that every
ane has a proper life of his own, consequently a life distinct
from that of another, is well known : for there is a perpetual
variety; and no two things are alike; hence it is that every

¢ 3
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one has a property that is peculiarly his own: this mam-
festly appears from the faces of men, there not being one
face exactly like another, nor ever can be to eternity, be-
cause there do not exist two minds alike, and the face ‘is
from the mind, for it is, as usually denominated, the type
or index of the mind, and the mind deriveth its origin and
form from the life. Unless a man had a proper life of his
own, as he hath a mind and face of his own, he could not
enjoy any life after death distinct from that of another ; nay,
heaven could not exist, for this consists of a perpetual va-
riety arising from the distinct life of each individual ; its
form solely proceeds from the variety of souls and minds
disposed into such an order, as to constitute one whole;
and they constitute one from that One, whose life is in'the
whole and in every particular there, as the soul'is in' man:
unless this were the case, heaven would be dispersed, ‘be-
cause its form would be dissolved. The Onc from whom
the life of all and every one proceeds, and from whom that
form coheres together, is the Lord. Secondly, That the
life of every one remaineth wilh him after death, is known in
the church from the Word, and particularly from the follow-
ing passages: ¢ The Son of man shall come, and then "he
shall render unto every one according to his deeds,” 'Matt.
xvi. 27. “] saw the books opened, and all were judged
according to their works,” Apoc. xxi. 12, 13. In the day
of judgment God will render unto every one according to his
works,” Rom. ii. 6. 2 Corinth. v. 10. The works, accord-
ing to which it shall be rendered unto every one, are the
life, for the life effects them, and they are according to the
life. Forasmuch as it hath been granted me for many years
past to be in consort with angels, and to converse with those
who have departed from the world, I can testify as a matter
of certainty, that every one is there examined as to the
quality of his past life, and that the life which he had con-
tracted in the world, abides with him to eternity: ‘I have
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spoken with those, who lived many ages ago, whose life I
-was-acqoainted with from history, and I found them to be
similar in quality to the description given of them: I have
also heard from the angels, that no one’s life can be changed
after death, because it is organized according to his love and
-faith, and hence according to his works ; and that if the life
. were changed, the organization would be destroyed, which
-never can be done: they further added, that a change of
organization can only take place in the material body, and
.by no means in the spiritual body, after the former is re-
. jected. Thirdly, That to the evil person is then imputed the
evil of his life, and that to the good person is imputed the good
thereof. The imputation of evil, after death, does not
. consist in accusation, blame, censure, or in passing judg-
.ment, as in the world; but the evil itself effects this: for
...Ahe wicked of their own accord separate themselves from :t:he
.- good, because they cannot be together; the delights of the
. Jove of evil are in aversion to the delights of the love of good,
.-and delights exhale from every one, as odours from every
.. vegetable on earth; for they are no longer absorbed and
.-concealed by the material body as before, but have a free
.-efflux into the spiritual atmosphere from their loves ; and in-
" asmuch as evil is there perceived as it were in its odour, it
i .is this which accuses, blames, finds guilty, and judges;
.. not before any particular judge, but before every one who
.is'in good; and this is what is meant by imputation. The
imputation of good is effected in the same manner, and
takes place with those, who in the world had acknowledged,
that every good in them was and is from the Lord, and
nothing thereof from themselves: these, after prepara-
tion, are let into the interior delights of their own good,
.-and then a way is opened for them towards a society in
- heaven, whose delights are homogeneous : this is done by
.. .the Lord. . '
ar 4 (111 11 That the Induction or Translation of the Good
G4
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aof .one. Person io another, is a thing impossible. The proef
hareof may also appear from the following observations
in their order: 1. That every man is horn in evil. .8.
That man is led into good through regeneration by the
Lord. 3. That this is effected by faith in the Lord, and
by a life according to His commandments. 4. Wherefore
the good of one person cannot by application be transferred
to another, and so imputed. First, That every man is
bora in evil, is known in the church. This evil is said to
be hereditary from Adam; but it is from parents, from
wham every one derives his natural disposition, or incli
nation ; which is a fact proved both by reason and expex
rience ; for the likenesses of parents may be traced iuw the
faces, characters, and. manners of their children, and their
children’s children; hence families are distinguished by
many, and their propensities are also judged of ; wherefore
the evils, which parents have contracted, are transmitted
by propagation to their posterity, and manifest themselves
hy a certain inclination towards them; hence are derived
the evils into which men are born. - Secondly, That man is
led into gaod through regeneration by the Lord. That
there is such a thing as regeneration, and that uuless a
person is regenerated, he canmot enter into heaven, is very
evident from the Lord’s words in John iii. 3, 5. That
regeneration is purification from evils, and thus removation
of life, the christian world cannot be ignorant of, for it is
even discerned by reason, whilst it acknowledgeth that
every one is born in evil, and that evil cannot be washed
apd wiped away, like filth by seap and water, but by
repentance. Thirdly, That this is effected by faith in the
Lord, and by a life according to His commandments. The
precepts of regeneration are five, as may be seen above, n.:
43, 44; among wbich are these: That evils ought to. be-
shunned, because they are of the devil and from the dew:
vil; that goed. actions ought to be done, because they are:
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of God and from God; and that the Lordis to be ap<
proached, that He may lead us so to do. Let every oné
cunsider and weigh with himself, whether good can be de-
rived-to man from any other'source ; and if he is not pos-
geseed of good he cannot be saved. Fourthly, Whereforé
the good of ome persor cannot by application be transferred
o another, and- so tmputed. From what has been said
above, it follows, that man by regeneration is renewed as
to his spirit, and that this is effected by faith in the Lord,
acoompanied by a life according to His commandmentst
who -doth not see, that this renewal can only be effected
pragressively ; nearly in like manner as a tree taketh root)
and groweth successively from a seed, and cometh to per-
fection:? They who have a different notion of regeneration:
aad renovation, know nothing of the state of man, nor any
tiag :about evil and good, as that they are diainétrically’
dppasite to each other, and that good cannot be implanted’
but:in proportien as evil is removed; mneither do they'
know, that so long as dny one is in evil, he is averse to
what.is really good ; wherefore if the good of one person
weed to be .applied and so transferred to another who is in’
aevily it:would be like casting a lamb to a wolf, or fastening
a-pearl to a -hog’s snout. From what has been said it is
envident, that the induction or translation of the good of
ome person into another is a thing impossible.

L12. 11I. That ke Faith of Imputation or Application of
the. Righteousness or Merits of Christ, is, tnasmuch as such’
Bmputation or Applicationis impossible, en imaginary Fuilk.
Thut to every one is imputed the evil in which' he is, atid ih
like manner, the good, was demonstrated above, n: 1103
hence it is evident, thatif by imputation is meant the appli+
calign, and thereby the translation, of the ‘good of one per-
son to amother, it is amere creature of -the imagination.* In
the svorldy merits may-be as it were transeribed by men, that
i8y ybenefits may-de. conferted on children for the sake ‘of
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their parents, or on the friends of any favourite; yet the
good of merit cannot be inseribed on their souls, but only
externally adjoined: the like cannet take place with men in
-respect to their spiritual life : this, as was shewn above,
must be implanted, and ifnot implanted by a life according
to the fore-mentioned precepts of the Lord, man remains in
the evil in which he was born ; until this is brought to pass,
no good can approach him, or if it does, it is instantly.re-
pelled, and rebounds like an elastic ball falling on a stone,
or is absorbed like a diamond thrown into a bog. An unre-
formed man is as to bis spirit like a panther, or an owl, and
may be compared to a thorn or a nettle; but a regenerate
man is like a sheep or a dove, and may be compared o an
olive tree or a vine; consider then, I pray, if thou art dis-
posed, how can a man-panther be converted into a man-
sheep, or an owl into a dove, or a thorn into an olive-tree,
or a nettle into a vine, by any imputation, if thereby is
ameant tranacription 2 In order that conversion may. take
place, must not the ferocious nature of the panther and the
-owl, and the noxious properties of the thorn and the uettle,
be first removed, and thus the truly human and inoffensive
properties be implanted? By what means this- is effected,
the Lord also teaches in John, chap. xv. 1 to 7. -

118. To the above shail be added the following observa-
tions. It is said in the church, that none can fulfil the law,
especially since whosoever offendeth against one. command-
meut of the decalogue, offendeth against all. This form of
speaking, however, is to be taken in a different sense from
what it seems. to convcy ; for it is to be. understood in this
. .manner, that. whosoever from purpose [of the will] or from
confirmation [oi the understanding], acts in opposition to
. one commandment, acts in apposition to the rest, inas-
much as to act thus from purpose or from confirmation is. to
deny that any thing is a sin, and he wha is guilty of such
- denial of sin, makes light of acting against all the rest of the



LOCTRINE OF THE NEW CHURCH. 91

commandments. Who doth not know, that he who is a for-
nicator is not therefore a murderer, a thief, or a false wit-
ness, nor even willing to be such? But he who is an adul-
terer from purpose and confirmation, makes light of every
thing relating to religion, and consequently pays no regard
to murders, thefts, and false witness, not abstaining from
them on account of their being sins, but for fear of the law
or loss of character. The case is similar, if a person from
set purpose or confirmation offends against any other com-
mandment of the decalogue ; he then also offends against the
rest, because he does not account any thing a sin. Just so
it is, also, with those who are in good from the Lord. Such
persons, if from their will and understanding, or from set
purpese and confirmation, they abstain from one evil because
it is a sin, abstain from all, and still more if they abstain
“ from several ; for whenever a person abstains, from purpose
and confirmation, from any evil, because it is a sin, he iskept
‘by the Lord in the purpose -of abstaining from the reet;
‘wherefore if through ignorance, or any predominant con-
capiscence of the body, he committeth an evil, it neverthe-
- Jess is not imputed to him, inasmuch as he did not purpose
it to himself, neither doth he afterwards confifm it in him-
self. A man cometh into this kind of purpose, if he exa-
‘mineth himself once or twice a year, and repenteth of the
-evil he discovers in himself : it is otherwise with him who
never examineth himself. It is permitted to confirm what
has been advanced by the following experience: I have met
‘with several in the spiritual world, who had lived like other
people in the natural world, with respect to ornaments of
“dress, delicacies of food, making interest of money by trade
and merchandize, frequenting play-houses, indulging in jo-
* "cose conversation on love-affairs; with other things of a. si-
milar nature, and yet the angels charged such things as evils
of sin in some, and not as evilsin others, declaring the latter
"innocent, and the former guilty: on being asked the reason
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oftsuch distinction, when' both -bed indulged in'like praes
tices, they replied, that they consider all according to thei#
plwpose, intention, and end, and distinguish them accords
togly; and therefore that they excuse and condemn those
whom the end excuseth or condemneth, inasmuch as goodis
the end that influenceth all who are in heaven, and evil is
the end that influenceth all who are in hell. From what
lias been said it now plainly appears, to whom sin is lmputed;
and to:whom it is not imputed. C

sl

~:11M. Teo the above shall be added the two following Me:
morable: Relations, taken from the Apocalypse Revealed.
First. 1 was once seized suddenly with a disease that
seemeéd to threaten my life; my whole head was oppressed
withpaiw; 'd pestilential smoke was let in from the great
tity ealled: Sodom ‘and Egypt, Apoc. xi. 8; half dead with
severe anguish, I expected every moment to be my last : thus
1'lay in bed for the space of three days and a half: my spirit
was: reduced to this state, and in consequence thereof my
body. Then I heard about me the voices of persons saying;
‘“Lo! he lieth dead in the street of our city, who preached
repentanee for the remission of sins, and preached Christ
alone {who is] a man;” and they asked several of the
clergy, whether he was worthy of buvial ? as it is said cons
cerning the two witnesses slain in that city, chap. xi. 8, 9,
10 : :and: they-answered, ““No, let him lie to be made a spec-
tacle of;”’ .and they passed to and fro, and mocked. All
this befol- me of:a truth, whilst I was writing the explication
of the eleventh- chapter of the Apocalypse. Then were
Teard:shockiug speeches from them, such as the following:
«How can repentance be performed without faith? And
how can Christ a man be adored as God? Whilst we ‘are
saved freely without any merit of our own, what nee¢d is
there of any thing but only the faith, that God.the Father
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sent ihe Son to take away the curse of the law; to impute
His merit to us, and 30 to justify ns in His sight, and abselve
us from our sins, and then to give the Holy Spirit to operate
-all goodin us? Are not these doetrines agreeable te Scrip-
ture, and to reason also?”- The crond who stood by res
ceived these speeches with great applause. 1 heard all this
withouat. ary power to reply, being almost dead : -but afier
three days and a half my spirit recevered, and I went forth
from the street into the city, (being in the apirit,) and agatn
said, “ Repent, and believe on Christ, and your sins shall be
remitted, and ye shall be saved, but otherwise ye shall pe-
rish: did not the Lord llimself preach repentance for the
remission of eins, and that men should believe.on Him?
Did He not enjoin His disciples to preach the same? Is nat
a full and fatal security of life the sure comsequance of your
faith 2’ But they replied, ¢ What idle talk ! . Hath:not: the
San made satisfaction ? And doth not the Father.impute st
40 us, and justify us who bave believed in.it? Thus we
are led by the spirit of grace, and how then .cam sin: have
place in us, and what power hath death to ‘hurt us? . Dost
thon comprehend this gospel, thou preacher of sia and re:
pentanee "’ At that instant a voice was heard from heawven,
saywng, ¢ What is the faith of an impenitent men, but a
dead faith? The end is come, the end is come, wpon you
that are secure, unblameable in your-owa eyes, justifiad :in
your own faith, yet devils;”’—and suddenly a:deop :galph
was opened in the midst of the city, which spread iteelf far
and wide, and the houses fell one upan another, and were
swallowed up; and preseatly water began to:babble up
from the large whirlpool, and overflowed the woete.. :
When they were thus overwhelmed, and to appearance
drowned, I was desirous to know their conditien im :the
deep : and & voice frem heaven said to me, ¢ Thou shalt see
and hear:”..and immediately the waters wherein they seem-
edto be drowned disappeared, (for waters in the spinitwil
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world are correspondences, and consequently appear to sar=
round those who are under the influence of falses;) and
then they appeared to me in a sandy bottom, where were
large heaps of stones, among which they rar, and lamented
that they were cast out of their great city : and they lifted
up their voices and . cried, ** Why hath all this befallen us?
Are we net, through our faith,-clean,’pure, just,and holy
Others exclaimed, ‘“ Are we not, through our faith, cleansed,
perified, justified, and sanctified 2’ And others cried, ¢ Are
‘we not, through our faith, rendered worthy to be reputed
-and esteemed clean, pure, just, and holy, before God the
Father, and before the whole trinity, and to be pronounced
‘such before the angels? Are not we reconciled, atoned, ex-
‘piated, and thereby ahsolved, washed, and cleansed from
sins? And is not the curse of the law taken away by
Christ? . Why then are we cast down hither like condemned
criminals? We have been told by a bold preacher of sin in
‘our greal city, Believe on Christ, and do the work of repent-’
ance : - have we not believed on Christ, whilst we believed on
His merit? And have we not done the work of repentance,
whilst we confessed ourselves sinners?  Why then hath all
this befallenus 2  But immediately a voice from one side
said to them, “ Do ye know any one sin that ye are guilty of?"
Have ye ever examined yourselves? Have ye in conse-
quence thereof shunned any evil as sin against God? And
‘whosoever doth not shun sin, remaineth in it. Is not 'sih
‘the .devil2. Wherefore ye are they, of whom the Lord
‘saith,. ¢ Then shall ye begin to say, we have caten and druitk
in Thy presence; and Thou hast taught in our streets ; but He
shall answer, 1 say unto you, I know you not, whence yeuve ;
depart from Me all ye workers of iniquity,” Luke xiii. 26,
27 ; Matt. vii. 22, 23. Depart therefore every one to his
place ; ye see the openingsinto those caverns, enter therein,
and work shall be given each of you to do, and afterwards
food in proportion to your work ; but if ve refuse at prese~+
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to enter, ye will presently be compelled by the calls of
hunger.” :

Afterwards there came a voice from heaven to some on
earth there,* who were without that great city, and who are
also described in the Apocalypse, chap. xi. 13, crying aloud,
¢“ Take heed to yourselves, take heed how ye associate your-
selves with such persons; cannot ye understand, that evils,
which are called sins and iniquities, render man unclean and
impure? How can man be cleansed and purified from them,
but by actual repentance, and faith in the Lord God the Sa-:
viour? Actual repentance consisteth in a man’s examining
himself; in knowing and acknowledging his sins, in making
himself guilty, in confessing them before the Lord, in im-
ploring help and power to resist them, and thus in desisting
from them, and leading a new life, and doing all these things
as of himself: practise this once or twice in a year, when ye
approach the holy communion; and afterwards when the
sins, whereof ye made yourselves guilty, recur, then say to
yourselves, we will not consent to them because they are
sins against God: this is actual repentance. Who cannot
sce, that where a man doth not examine himself and see
his sins, he remaineth in them? For all evil is pleasant to a
man from his birth ; ‘it is pleasant to take revenge, to commit
whoredom, to defraud, to blaspheme; does not the pleasure
you find in them prevent their being seen? And, if yon
are told that they are sins, do you not on account of that
pleasure, excuse them? Nay, do you not, by false reason-
ings, confirm them, and persuade yourselves that they are
not sins? And so you continue in them, and practise them
afterwards more than before; even till you do not know

* By earth here is to be understood the earth in the spiritual world, which
isof aspiritual origin, the existence whereof, together with its correspond-
ence with the earth in the natural world, is constantly declared by our author
in all hisspiritual experience.
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what sin is, or whether there be any such thing as sin or not.
But the case is otherwise with every one who performeth ac-
tual repentance; he calleth his evils, which he hath thus
learnt to know and acknowledge, sins, and therefore begin-
neth to shun and detest them, and to feel their delights as
nndelightful ; and in proportion as this is the case, he seeth
and loveth what is good, and at length tasteth the delights
of goodness, which are the delights of heaven: ina word,
so far as any one renounceth the devil, so far he is adoptéﬂ
by the Lord, and by Him is taught, guided, with-held from
evils, and preserved in what is good: this is the way, and
there is no other, which leadeth from hell to heaven.” It
is something extraordinary, that there is in the Reformed a
certain deep-rooted opposition and aversion to actual rcpent-
ance, which is so violent, that they cannot force themnselves
1o self-examination, and to see their sins, and to confess
‘them before God; they are seized as it were with horror at
the very intention of such a thing: I haveinguired of many
ia the spiritual world concerning this circumstance, who
have all told me, that it is aboye their power: and when
they have been informed that the Roman Catholics practlse
puch duties, namely, that they examine themselves, and con-
fess their sins openly before 2 monk, they have been greatly
astonished, and likewise wondered that 'the Reformed cannot
do the same in pruate before God, although it is alike en-
joined them previous to their approaching the holy supper:
some have examined into the cause of this, and found, that
the doctrine of faith alone is what occasions such an impe-
nitent state, and such a heart; and then it was given them
to see, that such of the Romish Ghurch as approach and
adore Christ, and do not adore, but only honour, the lead-
ers and heads of “their cliurch, are saved.

After the above admonition, was heard as it were a hdise
of thunder, and a voice speaking from heaven, snﬁng,
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“We are amazed : say unto the body of the Reformed, be;
lieve on Christ, and do the work of repentance, and ye
shall be saved.” And I spake these words to them; and
added further, “Is not baptism a sacrament of repentance,
and thereby an introduction into the church? What else
do the sponsors promise for the person to be baptized, but
that he will renounce the devil and his works? Is not the
sacred supper a sacrament of repentance, and thereby an
introduction into heaven? Is it not declared to the commu-
nicants, that they must do the work of repentance be-
fore they approach ? Is not the Decalogue the doctrine of the
"‘hole Christian Church, which inculcales repentance 2 s it not
there said in the six commandments of the second table,
thou shalt not do this and that evil, and not said, thou
shalt do this and that good? Hence ye may understand,
that in proportion as any one shunneth evil, in the same
proportion he loveth good, and that before this he doth
not know either what good is, or what evil is.”

115. The Second Memorable Relation is as follows. An
angel once said to me, “If thou desirest to see clearly the
nature of faith and charity, and thereby what faith is when
separate from charity, and what it is when conjoined with
charity, I will give thee ocular demonstration of it.” I re-
plied, ¢ Shew it me :” and he said, *“ Instead of faith and cha-
rity, substitute light and heat, and thou wilt see clearly what
I mean; for faith in its essence is the truth of wisdom, and
charity in its essence is the affection of love, and the truth
of wisdom in heaven is light, and the affection of love in
heaven is heat: the light and heat which the angels feel
and enjoy, are nothing else: hence thou mayest see clearly
what faith is when separate from charity, and what it is
when conjoined with charity. Faith separate from charity
is like the light in winter, and faith conjoined with charity
is like the light in spring; the light of winter, which is

H
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light separate from heat, and in consequence thereof con-
joined with cold, strips the trees of all their leaves, kills
every green herb, makes the ground hard, and freezes the
water; but the light in spring, which is light conjoined with
heat, causes the trees to vegetate, first into leaves, then in-
to blossoms, and lastly into fruits ; it opens and softens the
ground, whereby it yields grass, herbs, flowers, and fruits
and it also dissolves the ice, so that the waters flow from
their fountains. Exactly similar is the case with faith and
charity ; faith separate from charity deadens all things, amd
faith conjoined with charity enlivens all things. The na-
dure of such deadening and enlivening may be seen visibly
in our spiritual world, because here faith is light, and
charity heat; for where faith is conjoined with charity,
there ‘ave paradisiacal gardens, flowery walks, and verdant
groves, gay and delightful in proportion to such conjunc-
tion; but where fajth is separate from charity, there doth
not grow so much as a blade of grass, nor any green
thing, except it be on thorns and briers.” There were
standing at a little distance from us some of the clergy,
whom the angel called justifiers and sanctifiers of men by
faith alone, and also arcanists, that is, dealers in mysteries :
we related to them the same things concerning charity and
faith, and likewise gave them ocular demonstration of the
truth of our assertions; but when we asked them whether
they believed it to be so, they turned their hacks upon us,
and said, * We did not hear you ;”” whereupon we raised our
voices, and cried, “ Hear us now then;” but immediately
they stopped their ears with both.hands, and exclaiwed,
“ We will not to hear.”
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\

CONCLUSION.

———
From Jeremiah, éhap. vii. 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11.

- Stand in the gate of the Rouse of Jehovah, and proclaim
there this word: thus saith Jehovah of hosts the God of
Jsracl : Amend your ways, and your works, trust ye not in
bying words, saying, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of
Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah is here (that is, the church):
will . ye steal, murder, commit adullery, and swear . falsely,
and after that come and stand before Me in this house,
whereon My name is called, and say, we are deliverd,
whilst ye do all these abominations 2 Is not this house be-
came a den of. robbers @ Even I, behold, 1 have seen, sailk
Jehovah. , L



100 = A+BRIER EEPOSITION ‘OF TRE -

APPENDIX.

ooviag

g

116. THE Fauith of the New Heaven and New
Church, in its universal, form, is this; That the
Lord from:eternity, who is Jehovah, came into.the
warld, that -He might subdue.the hels, and glavify
His Huwanity ; that without this coming no mortal
could bave been saved ; and that all will be saved who
believe in Him.

It is called faith in it’s universal form, because. this
is ‘the universal of faith, and the universal of faitk
is what must enter into all and every particular part
thereof. It is a universal of faith, that God is ane in
essence and person, in whom is a trinity, and that
the: Lord: God the Saviour Jesus Christ is He. It is
a universal. of faith, that no.mortal could have been
saved, nnless-the Lord had come into the world. It
is a umiverssl. of :faith, that He came into the world
to remove he]l frofh man, which He effected by com-
bats against it, and: victories over it; whereby He
subdued it, and reduced it to order, and ynder obedi-
ence to Himself. ' It is a universal of faith, that He
came into the world to glorify the Humanijty which
He assumed in the world, that is, to unite it with tbe
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Divinity of which it was begotten; thus having sub-
dued hell, He keepeth it eternally in order and under
obedience to Himself. Inasmuch as both these works
{the subjugation of hell, and the glorification of His
Humanity,] could only be effected by means of temp-
tations admitted inte His Humanity, even to the last,
which was the passion of the cross, therefore He en-
dured that also. These are the universals of faith
concerning the Lord.

« The universal of Christian faith on man’s ‘part: is,
that he should believe on the Lord, for by believing
ot Him he hath conjunction with Him; and by .con-
junction salvation. To békeve on Him, is: to: have
confidence that He will savé; and because. mote cih
have such confidence but he'who leadeth- a. godd life,
therefore this also is meant by believing o Him. ..
117, The Faith of the New  Heaven and New
Chuiréh, in it's particular form, is this: That Je»
hovah God is essential love and essential wisdom, or
“that He is essential good and essential trath ; and that
as ‘to His divine truth, which is the Word, and -which
was God with God, He eame down and-assumed! Hu-
manity, for the purpose of restoring to order albthings
which were in heayen, and which' weve in tiell; and
which were in the church ; inasmuch' as'at' that time
the power of the devil, that is; 6f ‘hell, 'prevaited over
the power of heaven, and on earth the' power: of evil
prevailed over the power of goed; in consequence
whereof & total "destruction and 'dammation were: ag
Hand, and ‘threatened every..creatire: this impending

dedtructioll and'darnnstion Jehovah 'God removed by
HS
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His Humanity, which was divine truth, and thus He
redeemed both angels and men; and afterwards He
united in His Humanity, divine truth with divine
good, and thus returned into His Divirity, in which
He was from eternity, together with His glorified
Humanity. This is signified by these words in John:
“The Word was with God, and God was the Word;
and the Word became flesh,” chap. i. 1, 14 ; and 1il
another place, “I went forth from the Father, and
am come into the world ; again I leave the world,
and go to the Father,” chap. xvi. ‘281 Hence it a‘p%
pears, -that unless the Lord had come into the world,
no .one could. have been saved. The case is similar
at -this 'day ; wherefore unless the Lord come again
into the world in Divine Truth, which is the Word no
person can be saved.

The particulars of faith on the part of man are
these: I. That God is one, in whom is a divine tn-
mty, and that the Lord God the Saviour Jesus Christ
is that God. II. That a saving faith is to believe on
Him. III. That evils ought to be shunned, because
they are of the devil and from the devil. V. That
good actions ought to be done, because they are of
Giod and from God. V. And that they should be
done by ln;an as of himself, nevertheless under this
belief, that they are from the Lord operating in him
snd by him. The two first particulars have relation
to faith; the two next to eharity; and the last re-
specteth the conjunction of charity  and faith, and
thereby of the Lord and man.—Refer “alss ‘to: what
has been said above, n. 44, on this subject.” * **
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Tm: Tmum FOLLOWING MEMORABLE RELATIONS ARE
TAKEN PROM THE APOCALYPSE REVEALED.

'118. First Memorable Relation. While I was writing the
Explication of the 20th Chapter of the Apocalypse, and
editating about the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet,
a tertain angelic spirit appeared before me, and asked what .
was the subject of my meditation. I answered, “Concerning
the false prophet. Then he said, “ I will lead thee to the
place of the abode of those who are signified by the false
prophet, and who are the same that are understood, in the
13th chapter of the Apocalypse, by the beast rising from the
earth, which had two horns like a lamb, and spake like &
dragon.” I followed him, and lo! I saw d great multitude
of people, and in the midst of them several persons of note
and distinction in the church, who had taught, that man is
saved only by faith in the merits of Christ, and that works
are good and profitable, but not in regard to salvation, but
thatr nevertheless they are to be recommended as agreeabléd
to the Word, and as a means of keeping the laity, particu-
]arly the simple amongst them, in stricter obedience to the
bivit magistrate, and instigating them to the exercise of
woral ‘chatity, as if from interior obligations arising from
religioni. ‘Then one of them observing me, said, Do you
wish to see our place of worship, wherein is an image re-
presentative of our faith?” On which he conducted ine to a
building which was very magnificent, and lo! in the midst
of it there was an image of a woman, clothed in a scarlet
'vest, and holding in her right hand a piece of ' gold coin,
arid in her left a chain of pearls : but both the image and the
‘place of worship were the effect of phantasy; for thereby
-4nfernal spivitd have the power to represent very magnificent
objects; by elesing the ‘interiors of the mind, and opening
only. its exteriors; ‘When I perceived, however, that all this
was a mere, trxck and deluslon, I prayed to the Lord, and

H4
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guddenly:the, iateriors of .my mind were opened, and then,
X behgld, instead of :the wagnificent dome, a poor: house,
full. of -clefts .and. chiuks ‘from top: to bottom, without any
order or regularity about it; and 1 saw within the house,
instead of the woman, a pendant image, with a head like a
dragon, a body like a leopard, feet like a bear, and a month
like a lion, in every respect as the beastrising out of the-sea
is described, Apoc. xiii.2; moreover, instead of firm ground,
there was nothing but a bog containing a multitude of frogs;
«and.I was informed, that beneath the bog was a large hewa
.stone, under which the Word lay entirely concealed. - On
peeing these things, I said to the conjurer, “1s this your place
of worship 2”  And he replied, “It is ;" but suddenly, at: that
.very instant, his interior sight was opened, whereby he sasv
the same appearances that I did; whereupon he cried out with
a loud voice,. ** What and whence is all this?” And I said,
¢ 'This is in consequence of light from heaven, which disce-
vereth the quality of every form, and thus hath discovered the
~quality of your faith separate from the spiritual principle: of
.charity.” Then immediately an east wind blew, and carried
.away the place of worship, together with the image, and
likewise dried up the bog, and thereby exposed the stone; un-
der which lay the Word. After thisa vernal warmth breath-
ed from heaven,and lo! then in the same place thereappear-
ed a tabernacle, as to its putward form plain and simple;. and
the angels who were with me said, ¢ Behold the tabernacle
of Abrahamw,. such as it was when the three augels came to
~him, and aspounced the future birth of lIsaac; it appeareth
~indeed plain and simple to the eye, but nevertheless, in pro-
portion to the influx,ef light from heaven, it becometh more
. and more.maguificent.”. They were then permitted to epen
.Ahe heaven, which is the abode of the spiritual.angels, who
excel in wisdom; whereupon, by. virtue of the iaflux of light
from thence, the tabernacle appeared as a temple, resemhling
that at Jerusalem;:and on looking info. ity }.saw 4he stope
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n the fleor, under which the Word was deposited; beset with
precious stones, from which there issued forth bright rays,
as of lightning, that shone apon the walls, and caused beau-
tiful variegations -of colours on certain cherubic forms that
were sculptured thereon. As [ was wondering at these pro-
digies, the angels said, ¢ Thou shalt yet see something more

-surprising.” Then they were permitted to open the-third

heaven, which is the abode of the celestial angels, who excel
in love; and suddenly, by virtue of the influx of light from

-thence, the whole temple disappeared, and instead thereof

was seen the Lord alone, standing on the stone below, which
‘was the Word, in the same formand figure that He appeared

-in before John, Apoc. chap. i. But whercasa divine sanetity

:instantly filled the interiors of the angels’ minds, whereby

-they felt a strong propensity to fall prostrate on. theiv fatés,
-saddenly the passage of light from the third:heavew ‘wis

elosed by the Lord, and that from the second heaven opened

~ again, in consequence whereofthe former appearance of thie

“temple returned, and also of the tabernacle, but this was in the

‘temple. - Hereby was illustrated the meaning of these words

in the.Apocalypse, chap. xxi. « Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and: He will dwell with them,” verse 3; and also
of these: I saw no temple in the New Jerusalem, for the Lord
God Omnipotent and the Lamb are the iemple of it,” verse 22,
119. The Second Memorable Relation from the Apocalypse
Revealed. Awaking ona time out of sleep, I fell into a pro- .
found meditation about Ged; and when 1 locked upiards,
I saw in the heaven above me a most clear.shining:liglhit-in
an oval form ; and as 1 fixed my eyesattentively' upon the

- light, it moved gradually from the eenter towards the ciy-
- cumference; and lo! then heaven was opéned unto -me;} and
- 1 beheld magnificent scenes, ard saw angels staading in'the
form of.a civcle, on the seuthern side of the opening, in con-~
-yersation with-each other; and because 1 earnestly desiréd
40 know rvhat they were conversing about, it was permitted
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me first to hear the sound of their voices, which was full of:
celestial love, and afterwards to distinguish their speech,;
which was full of wisdem flowing from that love. They:.
conversed together concerning the One God, of conjunction;
with Him, and saloation thereby. The matter of their- dis.:
course was for the most part ineffable, there being no word#:
in any natural language adapted to convey its meaning; bat,
a8 | had oftentimes been in consort with angels in their hgas;
von, aad, being at such times in a similar state with them,,
was alsoin the use and understanding of their languagey
therefore I was now able to comprehend what they said, and;
tb-collect some particulars from their conversation, which.
may beintelligibly expressed in the words of matural lan=.
guage. They said that:the. Divine Esse is One, the Same, the.
Real, ( Ipsum, ) and Indivisible ; that so also is the Divine Ese.
sence, inasmuch as the Divine-Esse is the Divine Essence:.
and that so, likewise, is God, for the Divine Essence, whidh.
isalso the Diyine Esse, is God. This they illustrated by spi~.
ritual ideas, saying, that the Divine Esse cannot possibly be+,
long to several, so as-to be a Divine Esse in each of themy:
and yet remain One, the Same, the Real, and lndivisible 5
for on such a supposition, each would think from his own esse;
ofand by himself; or should the thoughts of each be influenced-
at the same time from and by the rest, toagreemeat and unans,
imity, they would then be several unanimous Gods, and not

one God ; for. unanimity, being the consent of several, and

at the sametime of each from and by himself, doth not com-

port. with.the.unity of God, but implies plurality; they did

ot say, of Gods, hecause they could not, inasmuch as the
light of héaveny which gave birth to their thought, and whieh
conveyed their words, was in opposition to that expression.

They added further, that when they meant to pronounce the

word Gods, and eaeh as a distinet person- by Himself, the
power of prommcmuon was diverted immediately to utter
one God, yea, the only God. Again, they proved that the Dx-
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viné Esse is the Divine Esse in itself, not from iteelf; because:
tobe from itself supposes an Essein itself from another; thuw
it supposes a God from a God, which is not possible: what
is from God is not ¢alled God, but is called divine ; for what
is God from God; consequently what is God from God born
from eternity ; and what is God from God proceeding through
a' God born from eternity; but obscure words, that have no
light in them from heaven? They said further, that the Di«
vine Esse, which in itselfis God, is the Same: not simply the
Same, but infinitely the Same, that is, the Same from eternity
to eternity ; it is the Same in everyplace, and the Sume- with
every one, and in every one; but that all variableness and
changeableness is in the recipient, occasioned by the peculia¥
state and circumstances thereof. That the Divine Esse, which-
is'God in Himself, is the Redl,® they thus explained : God id
the Real, because He is love itself; and wisdom iteelf, ory
what is the same, because He is good itself, and trath itself;
and of ‘consequence life itself; which, unless they were reat
in God, could have no existence in heaven orin the worldy
inasmuch as there would be nothing'in them that had relation’
to whatis real; for all quality hath its quality from this cone
dition of its existence, that there be a something real, from’
whence it is derived, and to which it hath relation as:the
cause of'its peculiar quality : this Reality, which is the Divine
Esse, is not in place, but with those and in those who arein
place, according to its reception ; inasmuch as neither place,
nor progression from one place to another, is predicable of
love and wisdom, or of geodness and truth, oroflife derived
thence, which are Reality in God, ‘nay, Reat God [or God
Himself]; but such things exist in God without place; and

. The term Ipsum,bere and elsewhere in this Memorable Relation translated
Real, properly signifiés Itself, being the same term which is so translated just
below when used adjectively in connexion with the -terms love and. wisdom,
good and truth: butag we caanot, consistentiy with the idiom of the Eunglish

language, usc the term Iiself, or the Itself, absolutely, the word Realis substis
tuted, as coming ncarcst to it in significatiou. ’
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this is the foundation of the divine omnipresenee; wherefore
the Lord says, « That He is in the midst of them, and that
Heis in them, and.they in Him.” Butsince He cannot be
yeceived by any creature such as He is in Himself, He ap~
pears such as He is in Himself as a sun above the angelic
heavens, that which proeeedeth thence as light being Himself
88 to wisdom, and that which proceedeth thence as heat being
Himself as to love: yet He Himself is not that sun, but divingd
love and divine wisdom in their proximate emanation from
Him, and round about Him,appear as a sun before the angels:
Hiwmself in the sunis a Man, our Lord Jesus Christ, both with
respect to the All-begetting Divinity ( Dévirum a Quo), and
with respect to the Divine Human; inasmuch as the Real
Ewse;whiclris love itself, and wisdom itself, was His soul fromy
fhes Fwthery and . thus divine life, which s life in itself; the
case/isiotberwise with man, for in him the soul is not. life, but
drecipieptiof life: thisthe Liord alsoteacheth when He'saith,
“ Yam the: Way,. the. Truthy.andthe Life ;" and in anothern
place, < As the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given
tothe Son to have life in Himself,” John v. 26: life in Himé
self is God. They further added, that whoseever is under the
influence of any spiritual light, may see plainly from whaé
hath been said, that the Divine Esse, which is also the Divine
Essence, being One, the Same, the Real, and of consequence
Indivisible, cannot possibly exist in more than one ; and that
if it should be supposed to exist in more, manifest coatradic+
tions would follew upon such a supposition.

--As I-listened to this discourse, the angels perceived in my
thoaght the common ideas respecting God entertained in the
€bristian dkurchjof .a trinity ef persons in unity, and their
uhity intrjnity; as.alse.of the birth of the Son of God from
eterwity : whereupon they said to me, ¢ What notions are
these:which thou ententainest? Are they not the offspring of
natural light, wherewith-our spiritual light hath no. agrees
ment? Unless therefore thou removest thesc ideas-from thy

N R
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mind, ‘'we must shut heaven against thee:and'begone.” : But
I replied, * Enter, I beseech youn; more deeply ‘intol miy
thought, and possibly you will find it in agreement with youx
own.” And they did so, and perceived, that by three pers
sois I understood three proceeding divine attributes, which
are creation, redemption, and regeneration, and that those
gttributes belong to one God ; and that by the birth of the
8on of God from eternity, I understood His birth foreseent
from eternity, and provided in time. I then acquainted themy
that | had received this my natural idea of a trinity and unity
of persons, and of the birth of the Son of God from eternity;
from the doctrine of faith in the church, that hath its nams
from Athanasius > and that that doctrine is right, if only
instead of a trinity of persons is substitated therein:d Arinitg
of persen, which solely exists in the Lord Jesus Christy and
if, instead of the birth of the 8on of God: from etesnity;-is
uaderstood His birth foreseen from eternity, and: provided
in:tisme, because as to the Humanity which' He assumed, He
is.expressly -called the Son of God. Then the angels saidy
Welly well ; and they desired me to declare upon their- testix
mony,: that whosoever doth not approach the real God: ef
bedvenand edrth, cannot have entrance into heaven,. inasw
much.as heaven is heaven from that God only ; and that 2ka¢
Godis Jesus Christ, who .is Jehovah Lord, from eternity
Creator, in time Redeemer, and to eternity Regenerator; of
consequence, who is at once Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ;
and that this is the gospel, which is to be preached. . After
this, the heavenly light, whickh I had bieford sees dver the
aperture, returned, and by degrees descended - thence, and
filled the interiors of my mind, and illuminated my ideas
concerning the uaity and trinity of Ged; andthen | perceived,
that the ideas which I had originally entertained nbout them,-
and which were merely natural, were separated, as:chaffis
separated fvomxthe wheat by winnowing, and that they were.
‘earried away,: as by a ‘wind, to the northern part of heaven,
and there disappeared.
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- 120. Thke Third Memorable Relation, fram the Apocalypse
dtevealed. Inasmuch as tbe Lord hath favoured me with g
sight of the wonderful things that are in the heavens, and
under the heavens, it is therefore my duty, in the discharge
of my commission, to relate what I have seen. There was
shewn me a magnificent palace, with a temple in its inmoss
part, and in the midst of the teruple was a table of gald,
on which lay the Word, and two angels stood beside. it
About the table were three raws of seats; the seats of tha
firat row: were covered with silk damask of a purple colowr;
the seats of the second row with silk damask of a blue.con
Jour; and the scats of the third row with white cloth. Bes
Iow the roof, high above the table, there was seen: s spreads
ing: curtain, which shone with precieus stones, fram : whaes
Justre there issued forth a bright. appearance as of a misbew,
whien the' fiomament is elear and- serene after a shower,
Then suddenly there appeaned a mumber of clexgy sitting
on'the seats, all clothed in the garments of their sacerdotal
dffice. Om one side was a wardrobe, where stood an-engel
who bad the care of it, and within lay splendid. vestments jin
beautiful order. It was a Council convened by the Lord ; snd
I heard a vaice from heaven saying, Deliheraie ; but they
said, .on what ? 1t was said, Coscerning the Levd the Sgvioun,
and concerning the Holy Spirit. But when they began. tw
think on these subjects, they were without illpstration;
wherefore - they made supplication, and immediately light
issued dewn ont.of heaven, whigh first illuminated the bindey
part of  their heads, and afterwards their temples, and last
of all their facess.and thea they began their deliheratiop,
and, as they were.commeanded, First, cancerning the Lord the
Savieur. The: first proposition and matter of inquiry was,
wha. assumed the Humanity ix the Virgin Mary @ Andthe
engel standing at the table, on which the Word lay, read
before them these words in Luke: ¢ The: angsl said unig
Mary,: Bekold, thou shall: concetog in thy pamb, apd bring
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Jorth.a Son, and shall eall His name Jesusy Ile shgli be
groat; and shallbe called the Son of the Highest. And Mavy
baid to the angel, How shall this be, seeing 1 know nat @ mex 2
And the angel answering said, The Holy Spirit shall come
wepon.thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee,
wherefore also that Iloly Thing which shall be born of theg
shall. be called the Son of God,” chap. i. 31, 32, 34, 3b,
Then he also read from the 20th to the 25th verse of the
first chapter of Matthew, and when he came to the 24th
yevse, he uttered it with a loud voice. Besides these pagy
suges he read many more out of the Evangelists, as. Matt;
ti. 17, chap. xvii. 5. John xx. 31; and several other
places, where the Lord as to His Humanity is called {ke¢
Son: of God, and where He, from His Humanity, callgth
Jebovab His Father ; and also out of the Prophets, where
itis foretold that Jehovah Himself should come. inta the
world ; particularly these two passages in Isaiah: ¢ Jtshall
beisaid in that day, lo! this is our God, whom we bave' exs
peeted, to deliver us ; this is Jehovah, whom we have expeeted,
det us cxult and be glad in His salvation,” Chap. xxv. 93
i Fhe voice of him that crieth in the desert, prepare ye the
Way of Jehovah, make strait in the wilderness a highway for
our God: for the glory of Jehovah shall be revealed ; and all
Jtesh shall sée it together ; behold, the Lord Jehovah comedh
instrength; He shall fecd His flock like a shepherd!’ chap:
xl. 8, 5, 10, 11. And the angel said, Inasmuch:as;Jehovah
Himself came into the world, and assumned thaiHumanity;
whereby He hath redeemed and saved men; tharefire He:ig
cilled by the prophets the Saviour and the: Relleemér 3 and
then he read before them the following passages: * Suxely
God is in Thee, and there is no Ged beside y: verily Thow art
@ God that hidest Thyself, O God of Israel the Saviour,
fsaiah xlv. 14, 162 «“ Am not I Jehovah? and there is.ne
God else beside Me ; a just-God, and theve is no Savieur beside
Me,” Ohap. xiv. @1 :'% I am Jehovah, -and beside: Me there
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is no Saviour,” Chap. xliii. 11: ¢ I amn Jehovah thy God,
and thou shalt acknowledge no God beside Me, and there is no
Saviour beside Me,” Hosea xiii. 4: « That all flesh may
know, that 1 Jehovah am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer,”’
. Isaiah xlix. 26. Chap. Ix. 16: “As for our Redeemer,
Jehovah of Hosts is His name,” Chap. xlvii. 4. ¢« Their .
Redeemer, the strong Jehovah of Hosts is His name,”
Jeremiah 1. 34: ¢ Jehovah is my Rock and my Redeemer,”’
Psalm xix. 14: < Thus saith Jehovah thy Redeemer, the
Holy One of Israel, I Jehovak am thy God,” Isaiah xlviii.
17, chap. xliii. 14, chap. xlix. 7, chap. liv. 8: ¢ Thou
Jehovah art our Father ; our Redeemer from the age is Thy
name,” chap. Ixiii. 16 : < Thus saith Jehovah thy Redeemer,
I am J ehovah that maketh all things, and alone by Myself,”
Tsaiah xliv. 24: ¢ Thus saith Jehovah the King of Israel,
and His Redeemer Jehovah of Hosts, I am the First and the
Last, and beside Me there is no God,” chap. xliv. 6: Jehovah
of Hosts is His name, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of
Israel, the God of the whole earth shall He be called,” chap.
liv. 5: ¢ Behold the days shall come, when I will raise unio
David arighteous branch, who shall reign « King, and this is
His name, Jehovah our Righteousness,” Jerem. xxiii. 5,
6: chap. xxxiii. 15, 16: “ In that day Jehovah shall be
King over all the carth ; in that day there shall be one Je-
hovah, and His name one,” Zech. xiv. 9. From all these
passages collected, they that saton the seats were unani-
mously confirmed in this opinion, viz. thbat Jehovah Him-
self assumed the. Humanity, for the purpose of redeem-
ing and saving mankind. But instantly a voice was heard
from some Roman Catholics, who had hid themselves be-
hind the altar, saying, How can Jehovah the Father be-
come a man? Is He not the Creator of the universe?
And one of those who ‘sat on the second row of seats
turned himself towards the voice, and said, Who was it
then? And he who had been concealed bebind the altar,
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standing then near the altar, replied, 7%e Son from eternity :
but answer was returned, Is not the Son from eternity, ac-
cording to your own confession, also the Creator of the
universe? And what is a Son, or a God, born from eternity ?
And how is it possible for the Divine Essence, which is one
and indivisible, to be separated, so that one part can descend,
without the whole ? The second malter of inquiry concerning
the Lord was, whether or no, according to this reasoning,
the Father and He are one, as the soul and the body are one 2
And they said, that this must follow of consequence, inas-
much as the soul is from the Father. Then one of those,
who sat on the third row of seats, read out of the Confession
of Faith, called the Athanasian Creed, the following pas-
sage: ‘“ Although our Lord Jesus' Christ, the Son of God,
is God and Man, yet He is not two, but one Christ ; yea, He
is ‘in every respect one, being one person ; for as the soul and
" body make one man, so God and Man are one Christ.” He
added, that this faith is received throughout the whole
Christian world, even by the Roman Catholics. Then they
said, what need have we of further proof? God the Father
and He are one, as the soul and body are one; and since
this is the case, we perceive that the Humanity of the Lord
is Divine, because it is the Humanity of Jehovah; likewise
that the Lord ought to be approached as to His Divine Hu-
manity; and that thus and in no other possible way can
access be had to the Divinity which is called the Father.
This: conclusion of their’s the angel confirmed by several
passages out of the Word; amongst which were these : in
Isaiah: ¢ Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given,
whose name shall be, Wonderful, Counsellor, God, Hero,
Fatker of Eternity, Prince of Peace,” ‘chap. ix.5: again:
“ Abraham knoweth us not, and Israel doth not acknowledge
us, Thou Jehovah art our Father, our Redeemer, from the
age is Thy name,” chap. lxiii. 16: and in John: « Jesus
said, he that belicveth on Me, believeth on Him that sent Me,
I



i " A BRIEP EXPOSITION OF THR :

andl ke that seeth Me, veeth Him thatsent- Ma,” John xii. 48y
45: « Phikp said unlo Jevus, shew us the Father ; Jesys
seith unto him, he shat seeth Me, secthtbe Father ; how thies
‘$ayest thow, shew us the Father ; belisvest thow not that I pw
tn the Fatber, and the Father in Me; believe Me thet I am
in the Fuather, and the Father in Me,’ John xiv. 8, s
st Jesus said, 4 and the Father are ome,” chap. x. .30 and
again: “ All things that the Father Aath ere Mige, and ald
Mine are the Father's,”’ chap. xvi. 15, chap. xvii. 10 : lastlys:
¢ Jesus said, I am the day, the truth, and the life, no ops
cometh to the Father but by Ale,” chap. xvi. 6. When the
angel had ended, they all declared with one meuth and ome
beart, that the Humanity of the Lord is Divine, .and ¢hsk
‘this vught to-be appreached in order to came at the Father;
inasmach as Jehovah God, who is the Lord from eternity,
‘by the Homanity sent Himself into the weorld, and made
‘Himself visible to mankiad, and thereby gave them access
unto Him. In like manner He-made Himself visible to men
‘of old time, in a human form, and se geve them acoess untb.
Him; but then it was by meansof an angel. »
After this they proceceded te deliberate uboutﬂw Hol_y
Spirit ; and previous thereto, they leid open the idea ge-
nerally received concerning God the Faiher, the Sem,and
the Holy Spir#, which is, that God the Father is: seated
‘on high, with the Sen at His right-haud, and that by 'thee
is sent forth the Holy Spirit, to enlighten aad instraot
mankind: But imstantly a voice was heard from heavén,
- ‘saying, 'We -cannot emdure an idea formed oa such a can-
cepfion ; ‘Who doth not kaew, that Jechosah Gpd is amni-
present? And-whesoever knoweth and acknowledgeth. this
‘truth, must alse acknowledge, that it is He who enlight-
eneth and instructethi; and that there is not a medinting
God distinet from Him ; much less is there a thied \God
distinct from two others, as one persen is distinct from anb-
thet personr; wherefore let the former idea, which.is vain
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and frivolous, be remeved, and let this, whieh,ig just and
right, de received, and then you will see clearly. But im»
niediately a voice was heard again from the Roman Cath-
elics, who had comcealed themmelves behind the altar of
4be -temple, saying, what then is the Holy Spirit, men-
tioned in the wrifings of the Evangelists, and Paul, by
wiiom so many learned men among the clergy, and parti-
cularly of our church, profess themselves to be guided?
‘Wheat person in Christendom ad this day denieth the Holy
Spirit, and His operations? Upon this one whe sat on the
second row of seats, turned towards the altar, aad. said,
ye insist that the Holy Spirit is a distinet person, of
Minself, and a distinet God of Himself; but what is a
pevson coming forth and proceeding from a persan,. ex-
cept the operation -which cometh forth and -proceed-
etlk? Ome persenr cannot come forth and proeaed from
anether, by another, biat operatiom can; or what js a God
<aming forth dand proceeding from 2 God, but the Divine
Prineiple which cometh forth asd proceedeth? One God
cannot come forth and proceed from another, by another,
bat what is Divine may come forth and proeeed from one
God. Is not the Divine Essence one and indivisible, and
‘Taasmueh as the Divine Essence or the Divine Esse is God,
isnet Glod therefore one and indivisible ? On hearing these
worss, they that sat on -the seats unanimously agreed.in this
‘conclusion,. that the Holy Spirit is not a distinot person of
Hiwmself, consequently not a distinct God of Himself; but
that by the Holy Spirit is meant the Bivine Sapctity coming
forth and proceeding from the oné¢ only awniptesent God,
-who is the Lord.  To this the angels, who stood at the
~ golden table, whereon the Word was placed, said, Well; it
j# et written in any part of the Old Testament, that the
‘peophets :spake the Word frem. the Holy Spirit, but from
dshovelr the Lard; ard wherever the Holy Spirit is mea-

sioned i-thie; New Tegtement, it signifies the Divine Pro-
' 1 2
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sedding,. whick: is the Diving iPrinciple that eplighteneth;.iny
Mructeth, vivifiéth, reformeth, and regenerateth. ~ Aftet this
came ont another:subject'of inguiry, respecting the -Hoaly
Spirit, viz. From whom: proceedeth the Divine Ptinciple
which is called the Holy Spirit; whether from the Divise
which is called the. Father, or from the Divine Human whish
is-called the Son? And whilst they. were engaged in this
inquiry ; there shone a light from heaven, whereby. they.saw;
that the Divine Sanctity, which is signified’ by -the .Holy
Spixit, proceeds from the Divine in the Lord by His glpris
fied Hhumgueity, whieh is the Divine Humanity, compaise
tively as all activity proeeeds from the soul by the bady.with
maq. - This the angel who stood at the table confizmed by
the following passages: ‘. He, whom the Father heth seut;
speaketh the words of God; He hath not given the Spiv. dp
measuze upla Him; the Father loveth the Son, and hath given
all things into. His hand,” John iii. 34, 35 : ¢ There shall
eome forth a rod gut of the stem of Jesse, the Spirit of Jeho
vah shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom and Unders
slanding, the Spiritof Counsel and Might,” lsaiah xi. I, Qo
¢ That the Spirit of Jehorah was put upon Him, and war id
Him,” chap. xlii. 1, chap. lix. 19, 21, chap..1zi. - L . Like
iv. 18: “.When'the Holy Spirit shall come, whom J mdéggnd
unta you fromthe Father,” John xv. 26: * He shall glovifeh
Me, for He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew:it; um_a:yqug-)-
all.things that.the Father hath are Mine, whercfore 1. sald,
that He shall receive of Mine, and shall shew it unto you,’:
John xw,VM, 3. If I go away, I will send the Comforter.
unlo - yau,”’ . thn XY, 7: % The Comforter is the Holy
Spiril,” John xix, 26.; ¢ The Holy Spirit was. not yet, be-
cayse Jesus was got yet glorified,” John vii. 39: but after,
His.glorification, ‘Jesus breathedorn His disciples, and saids; .
Receive ye the Holy Spirit,” John xx. 22: and in the Apo-:
calypse :  Who shall not glorify Thy name, O Lord, :ba-
cause Thou Alone art Holy,” chap.xv. 4. Inasmuch as the
* Diving Operation of the Lord, by virtue  His divine om-
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riipresence, is signified by the Holy Spirit,  therefor ' when
thiv Lord spake'to His disciples concerning the Holy Spisit,
when ‘He would send from God: the Father; He ' also ‘said,
- will not leave you comfortless, I go away and come agzain
- uito you; and in that day ye shall kpow, that I am in My
Father, andye in Me, and ITin you,” John xiv. 18, 20, €8’
and just before His departure out of the world He said;
¢ Lo! I am with you all the days, even to the consunimation
Bf the age,” Matt. xxviii. 20. Having read these words i
their presence, the angels said, From these, and - many
other passages in the Word, it is evident, that the Diving
Principle which is called the Holy Spirit, proceedeth fromi
the Divine in the Lord by His Divine Human. W!iereuydﬂ
they that sat on the seats all exclauned Thfs ‘is Iﬁime
Y‘hdh : NARIAPEIEIRS $&
+Liastly, this decree was pasaed That from' what ‘hatﬁ
been deliberated in this council, we clearly see, and of con
séquence acknowledge as holy trath, that in ‘the Lord  God
theBaviour Jesus Christ there isa Divine Trinity, consisting’
of' the All-begetting Divinity which is called Father, the
* Divine Humanity which is the Son, and the Divine Pro.
ceeding which is.the Holy Spirit: then they lifted up theit
voices together, saying, “ In Jesus Christ dwelleth all the
Julness of the Divinity bodily,” Col. ii. 9. Thus there is
Ose Godin the church. = - ‘

" "When these conclusions were determined in that mao'mﬁ-
cent ¢ouncil, they rose up to depart and the- hnve\l the
keeper of the wardrobe, presented to: each of tliém' who sat”
on the seats, splendid garments, interwéveir here and there
with threads of gold, and said, Receive- yé “these’ weddmg
garments. And they were conductedin'a glonous manhner td
the New Christian Heaven, with which the church ‘of tlle
Lord on earth, whnch is the New J erusalem, wﬂl bein con-
junet;dn. o : oY
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ZLECHARIAH, Chap. xiv. ver. 7,8, 9.

It shall be one day whick is known to Jehovah, not day nor
night, for about evening-time it shall be light. It shall came ta
pass in that day, living waters shall go out from Jerusalem :
ard Jehovah shall be King over all the earth: in that doy
flwre shall be One Jehovah, and His name QOne.

END.
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