Performance of Mitzvot by Non Jews
Rabbi Hanan Schlesinger
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Rambam, Mishne Torah, Laws of Kings, chapter 9, lawl

Adam was commanded concerning six commandmentsitigoblasphemy, bloodshed, sexual
licentiousness, theft and civil law. Although alltbese are known to us by a tradition that traces
back to Moshe Rabanu, as well as being a matteragbn, on the basis of an inference from the
Torah it appears that concerning these he was coaeda Noah received the additional
prohibition of eating the flesh of a living animak it says, “However, flesh of a living animal,
while with its blood, do not eat”. All told, thabw makes seven.
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Maimonides’ Mishne Torah, Laws of Kings, chapter §aw 10

Moshe Rabanu bequeathed the Torah and the mitewbgto the Jewish People, as it says, “An
inheritance for the congregation of Jacob”, and a&ko anyone of the other nations who would
desire to convert, as it says, “the convert wiljusst like you”. However, whoever does not wish
to convert is not to be compelled to accept Torahraitzvoth. Moshe Rabbanu, on the basis of
God'’s word, did command to compel all human bebogsccept the mitzvoth that Bnei Noah
were commanded to uphold, and anyone who will nogpt them is to be executed. He who
accepts them is always called a resident aliemrmbigt accept them in the present of a panel of
three judges...
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Rambam, Mishne Torah, Laws of Kings, chapter 8, lawl1l

One who accepts the seven commandments and isiidarefphold them is one of the hasiday
umot ha’olam / the pious of the nations of the wpand he has a portion in the world to come.



That is, if he accepts them and performs them Isecthey were commanded by God in the
Torah, and through Moshe He informed us that Bregdth had previously been commanded
concerning them. However, if he performed them iby& of reason, he is not classified as a
resident alien and neither is he one of the hasidagt ha’olam / the pious of the nations of the
world, but rather he is one of their wise men.

Deuteronomy 27:8 — “You should inscribe on the stoall the words of this Torah, clearly
explained”
Deuteronomy 1:5 — “Across the Jordan, in the Lahloav, Moses began to explain this Torah,

saying”
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabat, page 88b

Rebbi Yohanan said: What is meant by the verse L0he giveth the word: They that publish
the tidings are a great host? — Every single wbad went forth from the Omnipotent was split
up into seventy languages. The School of Rebbirve taught: And like a hammer that
breaketh the rock in pieces., just as a hammavidet! into many sparks, so every single word
that went forth from the Holy One, blessed be kit ap into seventy languages.
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Midrash Tanhuma, Parshat Devarim, siman 2

... At the end of forty years since Bnei Yisrael [Efypt, he (Moshe) began to expound the
Torah in seventy languages (as it says): “to erglais Torah ...”.
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Tractate Sota, Chapter 7, Mishna 5

... and both these and those responded Amen, uayildbmpleted the Blessings and the Curses.
Afterwards, they brought the stones and built fker @and plastered it with plaster, and wrote



upon it all the words of the Torah in seventy laaggs, as it is saidévarim 27:8): “clearly
explained.”
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Talmud of the Land of Israel, Tractate Sota, chapte7, page 21, column 4, halacha 5

... Every day the nations of the world would sendrthetaries and they would copy the Torah
that was written in seventy languages .... And thegalne culpable of death.
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Tosephta, Tractate Sota, chapter 8

... How did those nations learn the Torah ... God ptd the hearts of each and every nation
and kingdom such that they sent their notariestheygl copied the writing from the stones which
was in seventy languages. At that very hour wakedehe verdict of the nations of the world
for everlasting perdition.
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Melchita on the Book of Devarim (fragment from theCairo Geniza)

... Rebbi Yishmael says in seventy languages theyenetc. Rebbi Shimon ben Yochai says
they did not write on it anything but the Repetitiof the Torah of Moses [the Book of
Deuteronomy], as it says “He wrote there on theestdhe Repetition of the Torah of Moses”
(Joshua 8:32). Rebbi Yosa ben Yossi says in theeradRebbi Elazar ben Shimon they did not
write on them anything but that which the natiorsty for example “When you come upon a
city to make war against it, you should offer ints of peace. If it accepts the offer of peace etc”
(Deuteronomy 20:10), “When you lay siege to a fotymany days etc” (Deuteronomy 20:19).
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Sifra, Acharay Mot, chapter 13 (Leviticus 18:5)

“[You shall therefore observe My edicts and lawsijch, if a man do them [he shall live by
them]” (Leviticus 18:5). Rebbi Yirmiyah says: Framnere do we know that even a non-Jew
who observes the Torah is like a High Priest? Térsesteaches, “which, if a man do them, he
shall live by them”.

Similarly, it does not say, “And this is the Torah. of Priests, Levites and Israelites’ but rathe
it says, “And this is the Torah of man, O Lord G¢8am II, 7:19).

Similarly it does not say, “Open up ye gatesthat Priests, Levites, and Israelites may enter’
but rather it states, “that the righteous natiamyjgvho keeps the faith may enter” (Isaiah 26:2).
Similarly, it does not say, “This is the gate ofdaa . and let the Priests, Levites, and Israelite
enter therein’ but rather it states, “and let fighteous enter therein” (Ps. 118:20).

Similarly, it does not say, “Rejoice . . . Priedteyites, and Israelites’ but rather it states,
“Rejoice the righteous in God.” (Ps. 33:1).

Similarly, it does not say, “God does good . td’the Priests, Levites, and Israelites” but rather
it states, “God does good to those who are godtk” 125:4).

From this we learn that even a non-Jew who obseh&3$orah, behold he is like a High Priest.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Sanhedrin, page 59a

Rebbi Yochanan said: A idolater who studies thealiateserves death, for it is written, “Moses
commanded us a law for an morasha / inheritantes’;dur inheritance, not theirs. Then why is
this not included in the Noahide laws? — On thelmgmorasha / an inheritance he steals it; on
the reading me'orasah / betrothed, he is guilyngswho violates a betrothed maiden, who is
stoned. An objection is raised: Rebbi Meir usedap. Whence do we know that even an idolater
who studies the Torah is as a High Priest? Fronveéhse, “[You shall therefore observe my
edicts and laws] which, if a man do, he shall lyethem” (Leviticus 18:5). Priests, Levites, and
Israelites are not mentioned, but men: hence thayest learn that even an idolater who studies
the Torah is as a High Priest! — That refers tortben seven laws.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Yevamot, page 48b

It has been taught: “[Six days you shall do yourkybut on the seventh day you shall cease
from labor, in order that your ox and your ass mesf] and that may be refreshed the son of thy
handmaid [and the sojourner]” (Exodus 23:12): ...'Ahd sojourner’ - It refers to a resident
alien. Perhaps it is not so, but rather it refera tonvert? Since it was stated: “[The seventh day
is a Shabat of the Lord your God, you shall noadyp work — you, your son, or your daughter,
your male or female servant, your ox or your asgny of your cattle] or the sojourner in your
settlements” (Deuteronomy 5:14) the convert hasadly been mentioned; to what then is one to
apply the words ‘the sojourner’? To the resideigral

Rashi’s Commentary on the above passage

‘resident alien’ — [This is a gentile] who has gutegl upon himself not to worship idols [and the
other six Noahide laws] but who eats unkosher rfegat is not restricted by any of the other 613
mitzvot]: The Torah has obligated him to keep thalmt, for he who violates the shabat is
considered like one who worships idols.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Kritot, page 9a

It has been taught: A resident alien may do workhfmself on the Sabbath in the same measure
as an Israelite may do on the intermediate dayiseofestivals. Rebbi Akiva says as an Israelite
on the festival. Rebbi Yose says: A resident atiety do work for himself on the Sabbath in the
same measure as an Israelite on week-days. RelmhoSIisays: Both a resident alien and a male
or female resident servant may do work for themesela the same measure as an Israelite may
do on week-days.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Shabat, page 58b

Resh Lakish said: An idolater who keeps shabaitlgable for the death penalty, as it says “day
and night will not cease” (Genesis 8:22). And tresstar said: Their prohibitions all carry the
death penalty. Ravina said: Even Monday.
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Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Menachot page 43a

They taught, A man may not sell a garment furnishigl tzitzit to an idolater unless he
removed the tzitzit. What is the reason for thisHere it was explained, on account of a harlot.
Rav Yehudah said, It is to be feared that one myahthim on the road and he might kill him.

Rashi’s Commentary on the above passage

“on account of a harlot” — lest a Jewish prostituistake him for a Jew and agree to consort
with him, and she would thereby be transgressiegtbhibition of “Do not intermarry with
them” (Deuteronomy 7). Another approach: becausmatiolatrous prostitute, lest the idolater
give her the garment as her payment; she may ¢katra Jew gave it to her for payment, and it
may cause suspicion.

“It is to be feared that one might join” — a Jewghtijoin with the idolater, thinking that he is a
Jew since he has tzitzit, and the latter mighthith.
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Kings, chapter 10, dlacha 9

A gentile who studied Torah is culpable of deasither he should study only their seven
mitzvoth. Similarly, a gentile who rested shabat even on one of the weekdays, if he himself
innovated it to be like Shabat he is culpable @tdeAnd there is no need to say that the same is
true if he innovated a holiday for himself. Thengiple is that we do not permit them to



themselves create a new religion and to innovatevoth for themselves of their own invention.
Rather, either he should convert and observe alirtiizvoth or should limit himself to his own
Torah without adding or subtracting. If he studiemah or rested shabat rest, or created
anything new, we flog him and penalize him, and enaknown to him that he is culpable of
death for this. But he is not to be executed.
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Kings, chapter 10, dlacha 10

A Ben Noah who wished to do a mitzvah of any ofdtieer mitzvoth of the Torah in order to
receive reward, we do not hinder him from doingrsthe proper fashion: If he brought a burnt
offering we accept it and if he gave tzedakah weprit, and it appears to me we give it to the
Jewish poor, since he is eligible to be supporieddws, and it is a mitzvah to support him.
However, concerning an idolater who gave tzedakataecept it from him and we rather give it
to poor idolaters.
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Responsa of the Rambam, siman 148
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It is permitted for a Jew to circumeise 2 non-Jew if the non-Jew
wants to remove the foreskin, becawse any mitzrak that 2 non-Jew
performs, he is given reward, however he is not like one who is com-
manded and performs. All of this is only if he performs the miiepnh
in a context where he accepts the prophecy of Moshe our Teacher,
who has received this command from God, and he believes this, and
is not pecforming due to other motivatons, . . .11
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah, Laws of Circumcision, chapte3, halacha 7

An idolater who needs to remove his foreskin beeadisn injury or a growth that has
developed, it would be forbidden for a Jew to remisince the law is that we are forbidden



from saving their lives (while we don’t out and dlt them), even though a mitzvah is done
through this medical procedure, because the idoflates not intent to have a mitzvah done.
Therefore, if an idolater does intend to do thezwah of circumcision, it is permitted for a Jew
to circumcise him.
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Responsa of the Rambam, number 149

Question thirty one: An inquiry concerning the staént of Rebbi Yohanan that a gentile that
studies Torah is culpable of death: Is this thadfah, such that all Jews are obligated to refrain
from teaching him anything about the mitzvoth exdepthe Seven Noahide commandants, or
not?

The answer is that without a doubt this is the dtada... But it is permitted to teach the mitzvoth
to Christians and to persuade them to adopt oigioal but none of this is permitted concerning
the Muslims, because of what is well known to yonaerning their religion, that they believe
that our Torah is not Divine... but the uncircumcidetieve that the text of the Torah is
immutable, rather the interpretation of it thatytherpret according to their false interpretason
is wrong, and if we will teach them the correcenpiretation it is possible that they will correct
their ways. And even if they don't, they will indgliuture. In any case this will not cause us any
harm ...
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Rambam’s Mishne Torah,Laws of Offering the Sacrifices, chapter 90, halach16

Non Jews are permitted to sacrifice burnt offetm@od ... and it is permitted to instruct and
teach them how to sacrifice in the name of the | blelssed be He.
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Hatam Sofer, Tractate Hulin, page 33a

See the Rambam in chapter 10 of the Laws of Kihglgcha 9 and 10, where it seems that he
differentiates between an idolater and a Ben Ntiehlatter being someone who accepted upon
himself not to worship idols. He is permitted tesehve shabat and to kept the commandments
that he wishes to, and we accept his sacrificethprifemple] and we teach him Torah and we
accept from him charity ...

Rav Yoel Schwartz, Halakha for Noahides
http://www.torah4noahides.i8.com/custom2.html

A Noahide should not observe the Shabbat in thenerathat a Jew does. A Noachide should not
give occasion for a Jew to break the Shabbat.

There are those who say that every Ger Toshavr({@ew living in Eretz Yisrael in the time of
the Jewish Temple, who has formally accepted thigatipn to observe the Noahide laws in
front of a Jewish court) has to uphold and keeShigbath. (Rashi, Kritot 9, Yevamot 48) There
is room to suggest that the Noahides, even nowdgyaccepting to fulfill the seven
commandments, are in the same category as a Geavasd should, according to Rashi, be
required or at least allowed to keep the Shabbat.
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Rebbi David ben Zimra, Commentary on Hilchot Melachm, chapter 10, halacha 10

A Ben Noach who wished to do a mitzvah etc”: Buta wished to do a mitzvah thinking that
he is commanded to do so, we do not allow him tda.d®ather, if he would do it in order to
receive reward as one who is not commanded buttheess does — so intended our rabbi [the
Rambam] in his writing “in order to receive reward”

Now as far as mitzvoth that require holiness anitylike Tefillin and Sefer Torah and
Mezuzah, | would tend to be stringent so as nalltw them to do them.



T 1290 3 72 OUT YO L IOUWID w209 wn MR
Responsa Egrot Moshe, Rav Moshe Feinstein, Yore Cegolume 2, siman 7

M3 A97%Y 98767 25157 790 s TYen A o™ naw noea bas
7173 1ok v’ Yha povw pRT MY W oW 007 TR O NUEEh T
T T OELOW AT e MR NTEn o amng v wanet
e B Tl R ey R T N A ete W g e

Bur regarding Sabbath and Yom Tov observance, and laying tefilfin,
and wearing tsitzit, and sukily, and flow, and sbofir, and cating
kosher food, and not wearing shatnes, and all similar matrers, a non-
Jew would receive no reward for such observance, becanse non-Jews
are totally excluded from these mirzvor, since they did not receive the
Torah, and these are not in any means considered mirzvot for them,
as I wrote earlier. And even though this point is self-evidently rue, it

can also be demonsmared from Rambam’s watings. . . . (yret Moshe,
TYoreh Deal, 2:7)



