
Norway Spiral Light Mystery Explained, Norway Spiral Light Video

by the Left Coast Rebel

Anyone see the headline and picture at Drudge, the title being the Mystery as Spiral Blue

Light Display Hovers Above Norway?

So I headed over to UK's DailyMail for the story. It seems that the light display appeared last

night in northern Norway, a strange circling vortex looking phenomenon with a squiggly blue

trail of light exiting it. Residents in the area couldn't believe their eyes when the spectacle

began. At first a blue light came from nowhere and escalated up the sky then abruptly a giant

spiral encircled the blue light and blanketed a good portion of the sky. Initially I thought that

this story seemed to be a hoax, some ridiculous global warmimg charade spectacle to garner

attention. On the other hand I was suspicious of some sort of goofy Art Bell sighting.

Apparently it is not. I'll explaing, first some pictures of the scene from the DailyMail:
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Video shot by an onlooker:

Norwegians scrambled for an explanation, the first on the list being a connection to aurora

borealis. Meterologists denied such possibility. A Norwegian Defense official offered up the

most possible scenario however - the other-worldly light display was brought on by a failed

Russian rocket test launch. Researchers at the Tromso Geophysical Observatory in Norway

agreed - the event was probably brought on by a missile launch gone awry, the spiral-vortex

was most likely light being reflected off leaked rocket fuel.

Today the DailyMail confirmed new evidence supporting the missile hypothesis. It seems that a

Bulava missile was launched from a Russian submarine in the White Sea but failed at the third

stage. Russian military confirmed that they had fired a test missile but denied any connection

to the light display. Scientists in Norway worked overtime to come up with a simulation/model

of how the missile failure caused the amazing sight. Their findings show that the spirals in the

sky were possibly created by the missile tumbling through air while leaking fuel. Picture of the

model below:
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Go here for more details of this story including a video of the simulation done by researchers

and eyewitness account.

Labels: Bulava Missile, Norway Lights, Norway Mystery Blue Spiral Lightshow, Norway
Mystery Sky Light, Norway Spiral, Russian White Sea Missile Launch
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That's pretty crazy.
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2009 Norwegian spiral anomaly

Map of Norway in which the light was observed
in the red (Trøndelag) and blue (Nord Norge)

The Norwegian spiral anomaly of 2009[1] appeared in the night sky
over Norway[2] on 9 December 2009. It was visible from, and
photographed from, northern Norway and Sweden. The spiral
consisted of a blue beam of light with a greyish spiral emanating from
one end of it. The light could be seen in all of Trøndelag to the south
(the two red counties on the map to the right) and all across the three
northern counties which compose Northern Norway,[3] as well as from
Northern Sweden[1] and it lasted for 2–3 minutes.[3] According to
sources, it looked like a blue light coming from behind a mountain,
stopping in mid-air, and starting to spiral outwards.[4][5] A similar,
though less spectacular event had also occurred in Norway the month
before.[6] Both events had the expected visual features of failed flights
of Russian SLBM RSM-56 Bulava missiles,[7][8] and the Russian
Defence Ministry acknowledged shortly after that such an event had
taken place on 9 December.[9]

Initial speculations

Hundreds of calls flooded the Norwegian Meteorological Institute as residents wanted to know what they were
seeing.[5][10] Norwegian celebrity astronomer Knut Jørgen Røed Ødegaard commented that he first speculated that it
was a fireball meteor, but rejected that possibility because the light lasted too long.[5] He also pointed out the area
over which the light had been observed was exceptionally large, covering all of Northern Norway and Trøndelag.[] It
was also suggested that it could have been a rare, never-before-seen Northern Lights variant.[10]

UFO enthusiasts immediately began speculating whether the aerial light display could be evidence of extraterrestrial
intelligence proposing among other things that it could be a wormhole opening up, or somehow was linked to the
recent high-energy experiments undertaken at the Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland.[11]

Official Russian explanation
On 10 December, the Russian Ministry of Defence confirmed that a Bulava missile test had failed. According to a
spokesman, "The missile's first two stages worked as normal, but there was a technical malfunction at the next, third,
stage of the trajectory."[9] Russian defence analyst Pavel Felgenhauer stated to AFP that "such lights and clouds
appear from time to time when a missile fails in the upper layers of the atmosphere and have been reported before ...
At least this failed test made some nice fireworks for the Norwegians."[12] Prior to the Russian statement, Jonathan
McDowell, an astrophysicist at the Harvard–Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, had already suggested that the
unusual light display occurred when the missile's third stage nozzle was damaged, causing the exhaust to come out
sideways and sending the missile into a spin.[7]

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tr%C3%B8ndelag
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nord_Norge
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3ANorwayRegions.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norway
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norway
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sweden
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tr%C3%B8ndelag
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Northern_Norway
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=SLBM
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=RSM-56_Bulava
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norwegian_Meteorological_Institute
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Astronomer
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Knut_J%C3%B8rgen_R%C3%B8ed_%C3%98degaard
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Meteor
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aurora_%28astronomy%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ufology
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wormhole
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Large_Hadron_Collider
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Government_of_Russia
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ministry_of_Defence_%28Russia%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Astrophysicist
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Harvard%E2%80%93Smithsonian_Center_for_Astrophysics
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nozzle


2009 Norwegian spiral anomaly 2

References
[1] Linder, Alexander (9 December 2009). "Märkligt ljussken över Kiruna" (http:/ / www. nsd. se/ nyheter/ artikel.

aspx?articleid=5054543#fank5054627) (in Swedish). Norrländska Socialdemokraten. . Retrieved 6 February 2010.
[2] Estimation of the Location, Trajectory, Size, and Altitude of the "Norway Spiral" Phenomenon (http:/ / www. spellconsulting. com/ reality/

Norway_Spiral. html)
[3] Haugdal, Marthe; Andersen, Ingunn; Bleikelia, Mats; Enerstvedt, Vidar (9 December 2009). "Vet ikke hva den mystiske kjempespiralen er"

(http:/ / www. vg. no/ nyheter/ vaer/ artikkel. php?artid=596369) (in Norwegian). Verdens Gang (Oslo, Norway). Archived (http:/ / web.
archive. org/ web/ 20091212015217/ http:/ / www. vg. no/ nyheter/ vaer/ artikkel. php?artid=596369) from the original on 12 December 2009.
. Retrieved 9 December 2009.

[4] "Strange light in Norwegian sky sparks mystery" (http:/ / www. telegraph. co. uk/ news/ newstopics/ howaboutthat/ ufo/ 6770959/
Strange-light-in-Norwegian-sky-sparks-mystery. html). The Daily Telegraph (UK). 9 December 2009. . Retrieved 9 December 2009.

[5] Stewart, Will (9 December 2009). "Mystery as spiral blue light display hovers above Norway" (http:/ / www. dailymail. co. uk/ news/
worldnews/ article-1234430/ Mystery-spiral-blue-light-display-hovers-Norway. html). Daily Mail. UK. . Retrieved 9 December 2009.

[6] Mystisk lys var russisk rakett (http:/ / www. yr. no/ nyheter/ 1. 6847340)
[7] "Strange 'Norway spiral' likely an out-of-control missile" (http:/ / www. newscientist. com/ article/

dn18262-strange-norway-spiral-likely-an-outofcontrol-missile. html). New Scientist. 10 December 2009. Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/
web/ 20091213201746/ http:/ / www. newscientist. com/ article/ dn18262-strange-norway-spiral-likely-an-outofcontrol-missile. html) from
the original on 13 December 2009. . Retrieved 10 December 2009.

[8] "Norway spiral: A rocket scientist explains the mystery" (http:/ / www. csmonitor. com/ World/ Global-News/ 2009/ 1210/
norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery). Christian Science Monitor. 10 December 2009. Archived (http:/ / web. archive. org/
web/ 20091213121134/ http:/ / www. csmonitor. com/ World/ Global-News/ 2009/ 1210/
norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery) from the original on 13 December 2009. . Retrieved 11 December 2009.

[9] Clara Moskowitz, 'Russia admits missile caused UFO lights' (http:/ / www. msnbc. msn. com/ id/ 34362960/ ns/
technology_and_science-space/ ). MSNBC News, 10 December 2009.

[10] Wheeler, Virginia (9 December 2009). "Spiral UFO puts Norway in a spin" (http:/ / www. thesun. co. uk/ sol/ homepage/ news/ 2764647/
Spiral-UFO-puts-Norway-in-a-spin. html). The Sun. UK. . Retrieved 9 December 2009.

[11] "Norway wormhole is First Contact, claim UFO watchers" (http:/ / web. archive. org/ web/ 20091212020512/ http:/ / www. news. com. au/
world/ norway-wormhole-is-first-contact-claim-ufo-watchers/ story-e6frfkyi-1225808892785). news.com.au (Sydney, Australia). 10
December 2009. Archived from the original (http:/ / www. news. com. au/ world/ norway-wormhole-is-first-contact-claim-ufo-watchers/
story-e6frfkyi-1225808892785) on 12 December 2009. . Retrieved 11 December 2009.

[12] UFO frenzy was Russian missile failure (http:/ / au. news. yahoo. com/ a/ -/ newshome/ 6574426), Yahoo!7 News

External links

 External video

 "中 国 气 象 台 曝 光20年 前UFO绝 密 录 像" (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=ixLE3iuszbU) (YouTube video). 29 April 2009.
Retrieved 9 December 2009. (Video of similar event that happened in China in April 2009.) (Chinese)

 "Spiral ejecta from tumbling rocket stage – simulation" (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=dnIrx2MT85s) (YouTube video). Retrieved 23
December 2009.

• Post on Russian site of official warning of a rocket test, prohibiting navigation in the area until 15 Dec. (http:/ /
forum. flot. su/ showthread. php?p=102072)

• Atkinson, Nancy (9 December 2009). "What was the Norway Spiral?" (http:/ / www. universetoday. com/ 2009/
12/ 09/ what-was-the-norway-spiral/ ). Universe Today.

• New Russian missile failure sparks UFO frenzy (http:/ / news. yahoo. com/ s/ afp/ 20091210/ sc_afp/
russianorwaymilitarymissile)

http://www.nsd.se/nyheter/artikel.aspx?articleid=5054543#fank5054627
http://www.nsd.se/nyheter/artikel.aspx?articleid=5054543#fank5054627
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Norrl%C3%A4ndska_Socialdemokraten
http://www.spellconsulting.com/reality/Norway_Spiral.html
http://www.spellconsulting.com/reality/Norway_Spiral.html
http://www.vg.no/nyheter/vaer/artikkel.php?artid=596369
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Verdens_Gang
http://web.archive.org/web/20091212015217/http://www.vg.no/nyheter/vaer/artikkel.php?artid=596369
http://web.archive.org/web/20091212015217/http://www.vg.no/nyheter/vaer/artikkel.php?artid=596369
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/ufo/6770959/Strange-light-in-Norwegian-sky-sparks-mystery.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/ufo/6770959/Strange-light-in-Norwegian-sky-sparks-mystery.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1234430/Mystery-spiral-blue-light-display-hovers-Norway.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1234430/Mystery-spiral-blue-light-display-hovers-Norway.html
http://www.yr.no/nyheter/1.6847340
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn18262-strange-norway-spiral-likely-an-outofcontrol-missile.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn18262-strange-norway-spiral-likely-an-outofcontrol-missile.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Scientist
http://web.archive.org/web/20091213201746/http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn18262-strange-norway-spiral-likely-an-outofcontrol-missile.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20091213201746/http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn18262-strange-norway-spiral-likely-an-outofcontrol-missile.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2009/1210/norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2009/1210/norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christian_Science_Monitor
http://web.archive.org/web/20091213121134/http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2009/1210/norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery
http://web.archive.org/web/20091213121134/http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2009/1210/norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery
http://web.archive.org/web/20091213121134/http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2009/1210/norway-spiral-a-rocket-scientist-explains-the-mystery
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34362960/ns/technology_and_science-space/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34362960/ns/technology_and_science-space/
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/2764647/Spiral-UFO-puts-Norway-in-a-spin.html
http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/2764647/Spiral-UFO-puts-Norway-in-a-spin.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20091212020512/http://www.news.com.au/world/norway-wormhole-is-first-contact-claim-ufo-watchers/story-e6frfkyi-1225808892785
http://web.archive.org/web/20091212020512/http://www.news.com.au/world/norway-wormhole-is-first-contact-claim-ufo-watchers/story-e6frfkyi-1225808892785
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=News.com.au
http://www.news.com.au/world/norway-wormhole-is-first-contact-claim-ufo-watchers/story-e6frfkyi-1225808892785
http://www.news.com.au/world/norway-wormhole-is-first-contact-claim-ufo-watchers/story-e6frfkyi-1225808892785
http://au.news.yahoo.com/a/-/newshome/6574426
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Nuvola_apps_kaboodle.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Nuvola_apps_kaboodle.svg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixLE3iuszbU
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Nuvola_apps_kaboodle.svg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnIrx2MT85s
http://forum.flot.su/showthread.php?p=102072
http://forum.flot.su/showthread.php?p=102072
http://www.universetoday.com/2009/12/09/what-was-the-norway-spiral/
http://www.universetoday.com/2009/12/09/what-was-the-norway-spiral/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Universe_Today
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091210/sc_afp/russianorwaymilitarymissile
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091210/sc_afp/russianorwaymilitarymissile


Article Sources and Contributors 3

Article Sources and Contributors
2009 Norwegian spiral anomaly  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=523237851  Contributors: 84user, Acroterion, Adrigon, Alan Liefting, Anytime Day Return, Auric,
Avochelm, Awakeandaware, Benlisquare, Brianann MacAmhlaidh, Bubba73, Cattus, Chnswam, Cop 663, DarkArcher25, DarkFalls, Darwinerasmus, Diego Grez, Dynaflow, ElfQrin, Epictrendz,
Equazcion, Eugene-elgato, Fences and windows, Flowerpotman, Fluffernutter, Geni, Gennady Smirnov, Gerrit, Glamdering, Hans Adler, HappyInGeneral, Howkn2, Jake Wartenberg,
Loadmaster, Lomn, Lord British, Loserjay10, MarlinMr, Materialscientist, Matigrob, Maurice Carbonaro, Meco, Mgiganteus1, Moe Epsilon, Movses, MuZemike, Nanobear, Ohconfucius,
Papajohnin, Pookeo9, Previously ScienceApologist, R'n'B, Reywas92, Seddon, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Sfan00 IMG, Skippy le Grand Gourou, Smartse, Snooch123, Soap, SpectralEnforcer,
StuHarris, Sukiari, TechnoFaye, TheMindsEye, Thebestofall007, Trusilver, Twinsday, Unomi, Wavelength, WikHead, Winston Spencer, Woohookitty, Zntrip, Óðinn, 75 anonymous edits

Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors
File:NorwayRegions.png  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:NorwayRegions.png  License: Public Domain  Contributors: thi version created by Airin
file:Nuvola apps kaboodle.svg  Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Nuvola_apps_kaboodle.svg  License: unknown  Contributors: Pierpao, Tkgd2007, Waldir, 1 anonymous
edits

License
Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/



SEARCH

Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

1 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Like

ADVERTISEMENT

VIDEO

A D  B Y  F E D E R A T E D  M E D I A

Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

2 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

3 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

4 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

5 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

6 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

7 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

8 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

9 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

10 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

11 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

12 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

13 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

14 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

15 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

16 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

17 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

18 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

19 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM



Why the "Norway spiral" has the Russian government spooked - Boing ... http://boingboing.net/2010/01/21/why-the-norway-spira.html

20 of 20 3/1/2013 6:33 PM


	2009 Norwegian spiral anomaly
	Initial speculations
	Official Russian explanation
	References
	External links

	License

