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New Religious Movement

New Religious Movement: A widely accepted term that describes religious groups outside the
mainstream. These fringe groups often have roots in Christianity, Judaism or other major faiths but have
beliefs and practices that are rejected by mainstream organizations. Some New Religious Movements
are not new, and a few eventually evolve into mainstream religious groups. Cults, which are generally
considered groups with overly controlling leadership or dangerous practices, are included in this
category. New Religious Movements are sometimes called NRMs, but journalists should avoid using the
abbreviation. See cult and sect.
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