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Odin

This article is about the chief god in North Germanic tra-
dition. For other uses, see Odin (disambiguation). For
a comparative discussion of North and West Germanic,
see Wodanaz.
Odin (/ˈoʊdɨn/; from Old Norse Óðinn, "The Furi-

Odin the Wanderer (1896) by Georg von Rosen

ous One") is a major god in Germanic mythology, es-
pecially in Norse mythology. In many Norse sources he
is the Allfather of the gods and the ruler of Asgard.[1]
Homologous with the Old English "Wōden", the Old
Saxon “Wôdan” and the Old High German “Wôtan”,[2]
the name is descended from Proto-Germanic "Wōdanaz"
or "*Wōđanaz”.
“Odin” is generally accepted as the modern English form
of the name, although, in some cases, older forms may
be used or preferred. His name is related to óðr, meaning
“fury, excitation”, as well as “mind” or “poetry”. His role,
like that of many of the Norse gods, is complex. Odin
is a principal member of the Æsir (the major group of
the Norse pantheon) and is associated with war, battle,
victory and death, but also wisdom, Shamanism, magic,

poetry, prophecy, and the hunt. Odin has many sons, the
most famous of whom is the thunder god Thor.

1 Etymology

Odin’s name is formed from "óðr"[Note 1] and the suf-
fix "-inn". Old Norse had two different words spelled
óðr, one an adjective and the other a noun. The ad-
jective means “mad, frantic, furious, violent”,[3] and is
cognate with Old English wōd (hence the Anglo-Saxon
Wōden).[4] The noun means “mind, wit, soul, sense” and
“song, poetry”.[5]

2 Origin

A depiction of Odin entering Valhalla riding on Sleipnir from the
Tjängvide image stone

Main article: Wodanaz

Worship of Odin may date to Proto-Germanic paganism.
The Roman historian Tacitus may refer to Odin when
he mentions Mercury as the chief god of the Germanic
tribes.[6] The reason is that, like Mercury, Odin was re-
garded as a Psychopomp, “guide of souls” and considered
the god who brought poetry to mankind.
Originally, Odin was possibly considered mainly a
shamanistic god and the leader of the war band. His con-
sort was presumably Frijjō. The ascetic ritual of hanging
from the world tree, Odin’s practice of seidr, his familiar
animals (Sleipnir, Huginn and Muninn) and his connec-
tion to ecstatic inspiration all suggest his role as the proto-
typical shaman. As the society changed, Odin’s shaman-
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The 7th century Tängelgarda stone shows Odin leading a troop of
warriors all bearing rings; Valknut symbols are drawn beneath
his horse, which is depicted with four legs

istic role became less prominent, although it remained
one of his attributes, and he was mostly considered the
wise king of the gods and bringer of victory. Frijjō pre-
sumably split into Frigg and Freyja, with Freyja being the
one to receive most of the shaman’s aspects.[7][8][9]

Parallels between Odin and the Celtic Lugus have often
been pointed out. Both are intellectual gods, command-
ing magic and poetry. Both have ravens and a spear as
their attributes. Julius Caesar (de bello Gallico, 6.17.1)
mentions Mercury as the chief god of Celtic religion. A
likely context of the diffusion of elements of Celtic ritual
into Germanic culture is that of the Chatti, who lived at
the Celtic-Germanic boundary in Hesse during the final
centuries before the Common Era.

2.1 Adam of Bremen

A detail from runestone G 181 in the Swedish Museum of Na-
tional Antiquities in Stockholm. The three men are interpreted as
Odin, Thor and Freyr

Written around 1080, one of the oldest written sources on
pre-Christian Scandinavian religious practices is Adam
of Bremen's Gesta Hammaburgensis ecclesiae pontificum.

Adam claimed to have access to first-hand accounts on
pagan practices in Sweden. His description of the Temple
at Uppsala gives some details on the god.

2.2 Poetic Edda

“Odin and the Völva” (1895) by Lorenz Frølich

2.2.1 Völuspá

In the poem Völuspá, a völva tells Odin of numerous
events reaching far into the past and future, including his
own doom. The Völva describes creation, recounts the
birth of Odin by his father Borr and his mother Bestla
and how Odin and his brothers formed Midgard from the
sea. She further describes the creation of the first human
beings – Ask and Embla – by Hœnir, Lóðurr and Odin.
Amongst various other events, the Völva mentions Odin’s
involvement in the Æsir-Vanir War, the self-sacrifice of
Odin’s eye at Mímir’s Well, the death of his son Baldr.
She describes how Odin is slain by the wolf Fenrir at
Ragnarök, the subsequent avenging of Odin and death of
Fenrir by his son Víðarr, how the world disappears into
flames and, yet, how the earth again rises from the sea.
She then relates how the surviving Æsir remember the
deeds of Odin.

2.2.2 Lokasenna

In the poem Lokasenna, the conversation of Odin and
Loki starts with Odin trying to defend Gefjun and ends
with his wife, Frigga, defending him. In Lokasenna, Loki
derides Odin for practicing seid (witchcraft), implying it
is women’s work. Another example of this may be found
in the Ynglinga saga where Snorri opines that men who
used seid were ergi or unmanly.

2.2.3 Hávamál

In Rúnatal, a section of the Hávamál, Odin is attributed
with discovering the runes. In a sacrifice to himself, the
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“Odin Rides to Hel” (1908) by W. G. Collingwood

The sacrifice of Odin (1895) by Lorenz Frølich

highest of the gods, he was hanged from the world tree
Yggdrasil for nine days and nights, pierced by his own
spear, in order to learn the wisdom that would give him
power in the nine worlds. Nine is a significant num-
ber in Norse magical practice (there were, for example,

nine realms of existence), thereby learning nine (later 18)
magical songs and 18 magical runes.
One of Odin’s names is Yggr, and the Norse name for the
World Ash —Yggdrasil—therefore could mean “Ygg’s
(Odin’s) horse”. Another of Odin’s names is Hangatýr,
the god of the hanged.

2.2.4 Hárbarðsljóð

Main article: Hárbarðsljóð

In Hárbarðsljóð, Odin, disguised as the ferryman Hár-
barðr, engages his son Thor, unaware of the disguise, in
a long argument. Thor is attempting to get around a large
lake and Hárbarðr refuses to ferry him.

2.3 Prose Edda

A depiction of Odin riding Sleipnir from an 18th-century Ice-
landic manuscript.

Odin had three residences in Asgard. First was
Gladsheim, a vast hall where he presided over the twelve
Diar or Judges, whom he had appointed to regulate the
affairs of Asgard. Second, Valaskjálf, built of solid sil-
ver, in which there was an elevated place, Hlidskjalf; from
his throne on Hlidskjalf he could perceive all that passed
throughout the whole earth. Third was Valhalla (the hall
of the fallen), where Odin received the souls of the war-
riors killed in battle, called the Einherjar. Valhalla has
five hundred and forty gates, and a vast hall of gold, hung
around with golden shields, and spears and coats of mail.
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Odin with his ravens and weapons (MS SÁM 66, 18th century)

A number of magical artifacts are associated with Odin:
the spear Gungnir, which never misses its target; a
magical gold ring (Draupnir), from which every ninth
night eight new rings appear; and two ravens Huginn
and Muninn (“Thought” and “Memory”), who fly around
Earth daily and report the happenings of the world to
Odin in Valhalla at night. He also owned Sleipnir, an
eight-legged horse, who was given to Odin by Loki, and
the severed head of Mímir, which foretold the future. He
also commands a pair of wolves named Geri and Freki,
to whom he gives his food in Valhalla since he consumes
nothing but mead or wine. The Valknut (slain warrior’s
knot) is a symbol associated with Odin, consisting of
three interlaced triangles.
Odin is an ambivalent deity. Connotations of Odin dur-
ing the old Norse age lie with “poetry, inspiration” as well
as with “fury, madness and the wanderer”. Odin sacri-
ficed one of his eyes at Mímir's spring in order to gain the
Wisdom of Ages. Odin gives to worthy poets the mead
of inspiration, made by the dwarfs, from the vessel Óð-
rœrir.[10]

Odin is associated with the concept of the Wild Hunt, a
noisy, bellowing movement across the sky, leading a host
of slain warriors.
Consistent with this, Snorri Sturluson's Prose Edda de-
picts Odin as welcoming the great warriors who have died
in battle into his hall, Valhalla, which, when literally in-
terpreted, signifies the hall of the slain. The fallen, the
einherjar, are assembled and entertained by Odin so that
they in return might support and fight for the gods in
the final battle of the end of Earth, Ragnarök. Snorri

also wrote that Freyja receives half of the fallen in her
hall Folkvang. The souls of women warriors, and those
strong and beautiful women whomOdin favored, became
valkyries.
He is also a god of war, appearing throughout Norse
myth as the bringer of victory. In the Norse sagas, Odin
sometimes acts as the instigator of wars, and is said to
have been able to start wars by simply throwing down his
spear Gungnir, and/or sending his valkyries, to influence
the battle toward the end that he desires. The Valkyries
are Odin’s beautiful battle maidens that went out to the
fields of war to select and collect the worthy men who
died in battle to come and sit at Odin’s table in Valhalla,
feasting and battling until they had to fight in Ragnarök.
Odin would also appear on the battlefield, sitting upon his
eight-legged horse Sleipnir, with his two ravens Hugin
and Munin, one on each shoulder, and two wolves Geri
and Freki on either side of him.
Odin is also associated with trickery, cunning, and de-
ception. Most sagas have tales of Odin using his cunning
to overcome adversaries and achieve his goals, such as
swindling the blood of Kvasir from the dwarves.
On September 2, 2009, an amateur archaeologist found
a small silver figurine at Lejre in Denmark. It has been
dated to around 900. The figurine is only two centime-
ters tall and shows a person sitting on a throne adorned
with two beast heads and flanked by two birds on the arm-
rests. The excavator interpreted the piece as a representa-
tion of Odin, Hugin and Munin.[11] Scholars specialising
in Viking-Period dress and gender representations, how-
ever, pointed out that the person is dressed entirely in fe-
male attire, making it more probably a goddess such as
Freya or Frigga.

2.3.1 Prologue

Snorri Sturluson feels compelled to give a rational ac-
count of the Æsir in the prologue of his Prose Edda.
In this scenario, Snorri speculates that Odin and his
peers were originally refugees from the Anatolian city
of Troy, folk etymologizing Æsir as derived from the
word Asia. In any case, Snorri’s writing (particularly in
Heimskringla) tries to maintain an essentially scholastic
neutrality. That Snorri was correct was one of the last of
Thor Heyerdahl's archeoanthropological theories, form-
ing the basis for his Jakten på Odin.

2.3.2 Gylfaginning

According to the Prose Edda, Odin, the first and most
powerful of the Æsir, was a son of Bestla and Borr and
brother of Vili and Vé. With these brothers, he cast down
the frost giant Ymir and made Earth from Ymir’s body.
The three brothers are often mentioned together. “Vili”
is the German word for “will” (English), “Vé" is the Ger-
man word (Gothic wai) for woe but is more likely related
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“Odin’s last words to Baldr" (1908) by W.G. Collingwood

to the archaic German “Wei” meaning “sacred”.
Odin has fathered numerous children. With his wife,
Frigg, he fathered his doomed son Baldr and the blind
god Höðr. By the personification of earth, Fjörgyn or
Jörð, Odin was the father of his most famous son, Thor.
By the giantess Gríðr, Odin was the father of Vídar, and
by Rinda he was father of Váli. Also, many royal fami-
lies claimed descent from Odin through other sons. (For
traditions about Odin’s offspring, see Sons of Odin.)
Odin and his brothers, Vili and Ve, are attributed with
slaying Ymir, the Ancient Giant, to form Midgard. From
Ymir’s flesh, the brothers made the earth, and from
his shattered bones and teeth they made the rocks and
stones. From Ymir’s blood, they made the rivers and
lakes. Ymir’s skull was made into the sky, secured at
four points by four dwarfs named East, West, North, and
South. From Ymir’s brains, the three gods shaped the
clouds, whereas Ymir’s eyebrows became a barrier be-
tween Jotunheim (giant’s home) and Midgard, the place
where men now dwell. Odin and his brothers are also at-
tributed with making humans.
After having made earth from Ymir’s flesh, the three
brothers came across two logs (or an ash and an elm tree).
Odin gave them breath and life; Vili gave them brains and
feelings; and Ve gave them hearing and sight. The first
man was Ask and the first woman was Embla.
Odin was said to have learned the mysteries of seid
from the Vanic goddess and völva Freyja, despite the un-
warriorlike connotations of using magic.

2.3.3 Skáldskaparmál

In section 2 of Skáldskaparmál, Odin’s quest for wisdom
can also be seen in his work as a farmhand for a summer,
for Baugi, and his seduction of Gunnlod in order to obtain
the Mead of Poetry.
In section 5 of Skáldskaparmál, the origins of some of
Odin’s possessions are described.

“Odin with Gunnlöð" (1901) by Johannes Gehrts

2.4 Sagas of Icelanders

2.4.1 Ynglinga saga

According to the Ynglinga saga:

Odin had two brothers, the one called Ve,
the other Vili, and they governed the kingdom
when he was absent. It happened once when
Odin had gone to a great distance, and had been
so long away that the people of Asa doubted if
he would ever return home, that his two broth-
ers took it upon themselves to divide his estate;
but both of them took his wife Frigg to them-
selves. Odin soon after returned home, and
took his wife back.

In Ynglinga saga, Odin is considered the 2nd
Mythological king of Sweden, succeeding Gylfi
and was succeeded by Njörðr.
Further, in Ynglinga saga, Odin is described as venturing
to Mímir’s Well, near Jötunheimr, the land of the giants.
He traveled not as Odin, but as Vegtam the Wanderer,
clothed in a dark blue cloak and carrying a traveler’s staff.
To drink from the Well of Wisdom, Odin had to sacrifice
his eye (which eye he sacrificed is unclear), symbolizing
his willingness to gain the knowledge of the past, present
and future. As he drank, he saw all the sorrows and trou-
bles that would fall upon men and the gods. He also saw
why the sorrows had to come to men.
Mímir accepted Odin’s eye and it sits today at the bottom
of theWell ofWisdom as a sign that the father of the gods
had paid the price for wisdom.

2.4.2 Other sagas

According to Njáls saga: Hjalti Skeggiason, an Icelander
newly converted to Christianity, wished to express his
contempt for the native gods, so he sang:
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“Odhin” (1901) by Johannes Gehrts.

Ever will I Gods blaspheme

Freyja methinks a dog does seem,

Freyja a dog? Aye! Let them be

Both dogs together Odin and she![12]

Hjalti was found guilty of blasphemy for his infamous
verse and he ran to Norway with his father-in-law, Gizur
the White. Later, with Olaf Tryggvason’s support, Gizur
and Hjalti came back to Iceland to invite those assembled
at the Althing to convert to Christianity (which happened
in 999).[13][14]

The Saga of King Olaf Tryggvason, composed around
1300, describes that following King Olaf Tryggvason’s
orders, to prove their piety, people must insult and
ridicule major heathen deities when they are newly con-
verted into Christianity. Hallfreðr vandræðaskáld, who
was reluctantly converted from paganism to Christianity
byOlaf, also had tomake a poem to forsake pagan deities.
Below is an example:

The whole race of men to win
Odin’s grace has wrought poems
(I recall the exquisite
works of my forebears);
but with sorrow, for well did

Viðrir’s [Odin’s] power please the poet,
do I conceive hate for the first husband of
Frigg [Odin], now I serve Christ.

– Lausavísur 10, Whaley’s transla-
tion

2.4.3 Flateyjarbók

Odin (1825–1827) by H. E. Freund

Sörla þáttr is a short narrative from a later and extended
version of the Saga of Olaf Tryggvason[15] found in the
Flateyjarbók manuscript, which was written and com-
piled by two Christian priests, Jon Thordson and Magnus
Thorhalson, from the late 14th[16] to the 15th century.[17]

“Freyja was a human in Asia and was the favorite
concubine of Odin, King of Asialand. When this woman
wanted to buy a golden necklace (no name given) forged
by four dwarves (named Dvalinn, Alfrik, Berling, and
Grer), she offered them gold and silver but they replied
that they would only sell it to her if she would lie a night by
each of them. She came home afterward with the neck-
lace and kept silent as if nothing happened. But a man
called Loki somehow knew it, and came to tell Odin.
King Odin commanded Loki to steal the necklace, so
Loki turned into a fly to sneak into Freyja’s bower and
stole it. When Freyja found her necklace missing, she
came to ask king Odin. In exchange for it, Odin ordered
her to make two kings, each served by twenty kings, fight
forever unless some christened men so brave would dare
to enter the battle and slay them. She said yes, and got
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that necklace back. Under the spell, king Högni and king
Heðinn battled for one hundred and forty-three years, as
soon as they fell down they had to stand up again and
fight on. But in the end, the great Christian lord Olaf
Tryggvason arrived with his brave christened men, and
whoever slain by a Christian would stay dead. Thus the
pagan curse was finally dissolved by the arrival of Chris-
tianity. After that, the noble man, king Olaf, went back
to his realm.”[18]

2.5 Gesta Danorum

In the 13th century, Saxo Grammaticus, in the service of
Archbishop Absalon in Denmark, presented in his Latin
language work Gesta Danorum euhemerized accounts of
Thor and Odin as cunning sorcerers that, Saxo states, had
fooled the people of Norway, Sweden and Denmark into
their recognition as gods:

“There were of old certain men versed in
sorcery, Thor, namely, and Odin, and many
others, who were cunning in contriving marvel-
lous sleights; and they, winning the minds of the
simple, began to claim the rank of gods. For,
in particular, they ensnared Norway, Sweden
and Denmark in the vainest credulity, and by
prompting these lands to worship them, infected
them with their imposture. The effects of their
deceit spread so far, that all other men adored a
sort of divine power in them, and, thinking them
either gods or in league with gods, offered up
solemn prayers to these inventors of sorceries,
and gave to blasphemous error the honour due
to religion. Some say that the gods, whom our
countrymen worshipped, shared only the title
with those honoured by Greece or Latium, but
that, being in a manner nearly equal to them
in dignity, they borrowed from them the wor-
ship as well as the name. This must be suffi-
cient discourse upon the deities of Danish antiq-
uity. I have expounded this briefly for the gen-
eral profit, that my readers may know clearly
to what worship in its heathen superstition our
country has bowed the knee.” (Gesta Danorum,
Book I)[19]

Saxo also wrote a story about how Odin’s wife, Frigg,
slept with a servant to obtain a device to steal Odin’s gold.

“At this time there was one Odin, who was
credited over all Europe with the honour, which
was false, of godhead, but used more continu-
ally to sojourn at Upsala; and in this spot, either
from the sloth of the inhabitants or from its own
pleasantness, he vouchsafed to dwell with some-
what especial constancy.

Lee Lawrie, Odin (1939). Library of Congress John Adams
Building, Washington, D.C.

The kings of the North, desiring more zeal-
ously to worship his deity, embounded his like-
ness in a golden image; and this statue, which
betokened their homage, they transmitted with
much show of worship to Byzantium, fettering
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even the effigied arms with a serried mass of
bracelets. Odin was overjoyed at such noto-
riety, and greeted warmly the devotion of the
senders. But his queen Frigg, desiring to go forth
more beautified, called smiths, and had the gold
stripped from the statue.

Odin hanged them, and mounted the statue
upon a pedestal, which by the marvellous skill
of his art he made to speak when a mortal
touched it. But still Frigg preferred the splen-
dour of her own apparel to the divine honours
of her husband, and submitted herself to the em-
braces of one of her servants; and it was by
this man’s device she broke down the image, and
turned to the service of her private wantonness
that gold which had been devoted to public idol-
atry. Little thought she of practicing unchastity,
that she might the easier satisfy her greed, this
woman so unworthy to be the consort of a god;
but what should I here add, save that such a
godhead was worthy of such a wife? So great
was the error that of old befooled the minds of
men.

Thus Odin, wounded by the double trespass
of his wife, resented the outrage to his image as
keenly as that to his bed; and, ruffled by these
two stinging dishonours, took to an exile over-
flowing with noble shame, imagining so to wipe
off the slur of his ignominy. At home, Frigg
went with a certain Mith-Othin and took over
Odin’s properties, until Odin came back and
drove them away. Frigg’s death later cleared
Odin’s name and he regained his reputation.”
(Gesta Danorum, Book I)[19]

There is also an account about how Odin was exiled by
the Latin gods at Byzantium:

But the gods, whose chief seat was then at
Byzantium, (Asgard), seeing that Odin had tar-
nished the fair name of godhead by divers in-
juries to its majesty, thought that he ought to
be removed from their society. And they had
him not only ousted from the headship, but out-
lawed and stripped of all worship and honour
at home...[20]

3 Sacrifices to Odin

Main article: Blót
It is attested in primary sources that sacrifices were made
to Odin during blóts – Norse pagan sacrifices to the Norse
gods land spirits. Adam of Bremen relates that every
ninth year, people assembled from all over Sweden to sac-
rifice at the Temple at Uppsala. Male slaves and males of

“Odin and Sleipnir” (1911) by John Bauer

each species were sacrificed and hung from the branches
of the trees.
As the Swedes had the right not only to elect their king
but also to depose him, the sagas relate that both King
Domalde and King Olof Trätälja were sacrificed to Odin
after years of famine. It has been argued that the killing
of a combatant in battle was to give a sacrificial offering
to Odin. The fickleness of Odin in war was well docu-
mented; in Lokasenna, Loki taunts Odin for his inconsis-
tency.
Sometimes sacrifices were made to Odin to bring about
changes in circumstance. A notable example is the sacri-
fice of King Víkar that is detailed in Gautrek’s Saga and
in Saxo Grammaticus' account of the same event. Sailors
in a fleet being blown off course drew lots to sacrifice to
Odin that he might abate the winds. The king himself
drew the lot and was hanged.
Sacrifices were probably also made to Odin at the be-
ginning of summer (mid-April, actually – summer be-
ing reckoned essentially the same as did the Celt, at Bel-
tene, Calan Mai [Welsh], which is Mayday – hence as
summer’s “herald”), since the Ynglinga saga states one
of the great festivals of the calendar is at sumri, þat var
sigrblót, “in summer, sacrifice for victory”. Odin is con-
sistently referred to throughout the Norse mythos as the
bringer of victory. The Ynglinga saga also details the sac-
rifices made by the Swedish king Aun, to whom it was
revealed that he would lengthen his life by sacrificing one
of his sons every ten years; nine of his ten sons died this
way. When he was about to sacrifice his last son Egil, the
Swedes stopped him.
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4 Persisting beliefs and folklore

Odin continued to hunt in Swedish folklore. Illustration by August
Malmström.

The Christianization of Scandinavia was slow, and it
worked its way downwards from the nobility. Among
commoners, beliefs in Odin lingered and legends would
be told until modern times.
The last battle where Scandinavians attributed a victory
to Odin was the Battle of Lena in 1208.[21] The former
Swedish king Sverker had arrived with a large Danish
army, and the Swedes led by their new king Eric were
outnumbered. It is said that Odin then appeared riding on
Sleipnir and he positioned himself in front of the Swedish
battle formation. He led the Swedish charge and gave
them victory.
The Bagler sagas, written in the 13th century concerning
events in the first two decades of the 13th century, tells a
story of a one-eyed rider with a broad-brimmed hat and a
blue coat who asks a smith to shoe his horse. The suspi-
cious smith asks where the stranger stayed during the pre-
vious night. The stranger mentions places so distant that
the smith does not believe him. The stranger says that he
has stayed for a long time in the north and taken part in
many battles, but now he is going to Sweden. When the
horse is shod, the rider mounts his horse and says “I am
Odin” to the stunned smith, and rides away. The next day,
the battle of Lena took place. The context of this tale in
the saga is that a peace-treaty has been signed in Norway,
and Odin, a god of war, no longer has a place there.

Hákonar saga Hákonarsonar, written in the 1260s, de-
scribes how, at some point in the 1230s, Skule Baardsson
has the skald Snorri Sturluson compose a poem compar-
ing one of Skule’s enemies to Odin, describing them both
as bringers of strife and disagreement. These episodes do
not necessarily imply a continued belief in Odin as a god,
but show clearly that his name was still widely known at
this time.
Scandinavian folklore also maintained a belief in Odin as
the leader of the Wild Hunt. His main objective seems
to have been to track down and kill a lady who could
be the forest dweller huldran or skogsrået. In these ac-
counts, Odin was typically a lone hunter, save for his two
dogs.[22][23]

In late 19th century Danish folklore, an account of Odin
as having hid in a cliff of Møen (modern Møn, Denmark)
where his residence there is “still pointed out”. At
this time, he was referred to as the "Jætte (giant) from
Uppsala" but “is now called Jön Upsal” and from this lat-
ter name comes the expression "Men jötten dog!" as op-
posed to the expression “Men Jös dog!" (“By Jesus!").
Outside his doorway a green spot is described on the oth-
erwise white cliff; this is where he “goes out on behalf of
nature”. A man who “now lives in Copenhagen” is de-
scribed as having once sailed along the cliff, having seen
Jön toss out his “dirt” – a big cloud of dust was to be seen
outside of his door. Several “still living people” have lost
their way in Klinteskoven (“The Cliff Forest”) and ended
up in Jön Upsal’s garden, that is said to be so big and
wonderful that it is beyond any description. The garden
is also in full bloom in midwinter. If one sets out to find
this garden, it is impossible to find.[24]

5 Names

Main article: List of names of Odin

Odin was referred to by more than 200 names which hint
at his various roles. Among others, he was known as
Yggr (terror), Sigfodr (father of Victory) and Alfodr (All
Father)[25] in the skaldic and Eddic traditions of heiti and
kennings, a poetic method of indirect reference, as in a
riddle.
Some epithets establish Odin as a father god: Alföðr, “all-
father”, “father of all"; Aldaföðr, “father of men (or of
the age)"; Herjaföðr, “father of hosts"; Sigföðr, “father of
victory"; and Valföðr, “father of the slain”.

6 Eponymy

Main article: List of places named after Odin

Many toponyms in Northern Europe where Germanic
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“Odin disguised as a Traveller” from 1914.

tribes existed contain the name of *Wodanaz (Norse
Odin, West Germanic Woden).
Wednesday is named after Woden, the English form of
Odin (Old English Wēdnes dæg, “Woden’s day”). It is
an early Germanic translation of the Latin dies Mercurii
(“Mercury’s day”) based on the Roman practice of un-
derstanding foreign gods by comparing them to Roman
deities.[26]

Odin came to be used as a Norwegian male given name
from the 19th century, originally in the context of the Ro-
manticist Viking revival.

7 Modern worship of Odin

Further information: Odinism

Odin, along with the other Germanic gods and goddesses,
is recognized by Germanic neopagans. He is particularly
central in Odinism.

8 In popular culture

• In a letter of 1946 J.R.R. Tolkien stated that he
thought of Gandalf as an “Odinic wanderer”.[27]
Other commentators have also compared Gandalf
to Odin in his “Wanderer” guise – an old man with
a long white beard, a wide brimmed hat, and a

“Wotan takes leave of Brunhild” (1892) by Konrad Dielitz.

staff.[28]

• In Poul Anderson's The Sorrow of Odin the Goth,
the myth of Odin was unintentionally started by a
time-travelling 20th-century American anthropolo-
gist who studies the culture of an ancient Gothic
tribe. Visiting every few decades, he becomes in-
creasingly involved with the tribe and then is forced
to betray them as prescribed in an ancient text.

• Odin features in the Marvel Comics universe in
comic books, animated and live action films, usually
associated with the Marvel version of Thor.

9 See also
• List of Germanic deities

• The Odin Brotherhood

• Osmussaar (akaOdinsholm) – according to a legend,
Odin is buried on the island

• Odin from Lejre

10 Notes
[1] Óðr is also the name of a separate figure in Norse mythol-

ogy, although the similarity of their names has led to spec-
ulation over their relationship, including the possibility
that they are two names of the same deity.
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13.1 Text
• Odin Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odin?oldid=639577265 Contributors: The Epopt, The Cunctator, Dreamyshade, Derek Ross,
Vicki Rosenzweig, Bryan Derksen, Zundark, The Anome, Sjc, Andre Engels, Christian List, PierreAbbat, Ktsquare, Montrealais, KF, At-
lan, DennisDaniels, Kwertii, Nixdorf, Liftarn, Gaurav, IZAK, Karada, Minesweeper, Ellywa, Samuelsen, TUF-KAT, Suisui, TUF-KAT,
Andres, Cimon Avaro, Csernica, Yngwin, Jallan, Wilmer T, N-true, Glimz, Haukurth, Grendelkhan, Morwen, Thue, Fvw, Empiric, Jeffq,
AlainV, Pigsonthewing, PBS, Donreed, Altenmann, Forseti, Sam Spade, Securiger, Mirv, Ashley Y, Birgir Magnusson, Rursus, Sun-
ray, UtherSRG, Wereon, Guy Peters, Dina, Tobias Bergemann, Nagelfar, David Gerard, DocWatson42, Gtrmp, Sj, Luis Dantas, Wiglaf,
AmishThrasher, Lee J Haywood, Tom harrison, Wighson, Orangemike, Túrevaryar, Obli, Ausir, Bradeos Graphon, Skia, Jason Quinn,
Eequor, Jaan513, Tipiac, Kudz75, Comatose51, Woggly, Alexf, Mineminemine, Antandrus, The Singing Badger, OverlordQ, Andux,
Oneiros, Tail, Deewiant, ZZyXx, Mrrhum, Volrath50, Io, Andy Christ, Niffux, Mike Rosoft, Jayjg, CALR, Discospinster, Rich Farm-
brough, Vsmith, Tristan Schmelcher, Emeraldimp, IlyaHaykinson, Dbachmann, Mani1, Byrial, Joepearson, Rowaasr13, Stebbiv, Jensbn,
El C, Kwamikagami, Shanes, Thu, WorldDownInFire, Enric Naval, StoatBringer, Giraffedata, Chirag, ריינהארט ,לערי Physicistjedi, Rje,
Vanished user 19794758563875, MPerel, Pearle, Hooperbloob, Stephen Bain, Jumbuck, Gunter.krebs, Stephen G. Brown, LanceHeart,
Wiki-uk, Atlant, Jeltz, Cjthellama, JohnAlbertRigali, JoaoRicardo, AzaToth, Malo, Svartalf, Snowolf, Ross Burgess, Yuhas, Evil Mon-
key, Tony Sidaway, Grenavitar, Arthur Warrington Thomas, Blaxthos, Notcarlos, Hijiri88, Syregnask, Megan1967, Angr, Woohookitty,
GVOLTT, MrNexx, Daniel Case, Miaow Miaow, Mcsheridan, The-Watermammal, Briangotts, WadeSimMiser, Fred J, Tabletop, Twth-
moses, , GraemeLeggett, The guy who knows it all, Scarofthemafia, Graham87, Jacross, BD2412, Island, Jclemens, Grammarbot,
Sjakkalle, Nightscream, Koavf, Bruce1ee, TheRingess, Salleman, CQJ, Brighterorange, Matt Deres, FlaBot, Nihiltres, SouthernNights,
Nivix, Kerowyn, Paul foord, RexNL, Krun, Codex Sinaiticus, Imnotminkus, Chobot, Sbrools, Theekaoschild, Helios, DVdm, Gdrbot,
Bgwhite, Gwernol, Tone, Kralahome, KEJ, Asdfgl, YurikBot, Borgx, Kafziel, RussBot, No Account, Conscious, Pigman, Tree&Leaf,
Stephenb, Gaius Cornelius, Gustavb, Shanel, NawlinWiki, Edinborgarstefan, TEB728, IBScott, Veledan, Grafen, Bloodofox, Chunky
Rice, Irishguy, Hinakana, Raven4x4x, Bucketsofg, BOT-Superzerocool, Bota47, Everyguy, 1717, Nikkimaria, Skenmy, Јованвб, Cjoprey,
Harabanar, Kevin, Hadiz, Pádraic MacUidhir, Curpsbot-unicodify, JDspeeder1, NeilN, GrinBot, Johnmarkh, Sardanaphalus, SmackBot,
KMc, Uthanc, Slarre, Hkhenson, Slashme, Hanchi, InverseHypercube, KnowledgeOfSelf, Masparasol, Baad, KocjoBot, Wolf ODonnell,
Pandion auk, BPK2, Rojomoke, Vegard Aukrust, Lcs35, Scott Paeth, Gilliam, Hmains, Skizzik, Chanlord, Chris the speller, Persian Poet
Gal, Hibbleton, Apeloverage, Droll, Barend, WeniWidiWiki, Cornflake pirate, DHN-bot, Wilybadger, Tsca.bot, Can't sleep, clown will eat
me, KevM, Worrydream, Konzack, Barabinni, De Kerhotonnec, TheLateDentarthurdent, The PIPE, Doylesrader, Henning Makholm, Bej-
nar, SashatoBot, Esrever, Mukadderat, Acebrock, KrazyCaley, Attys, Dark Formal, Tembelejderha, Nathaniel.James, DHBoggs, NongBot,
DIEGO RICARDO PEREIRA, The Man in Question, A. Parrot, Werdan7, Midnightblueowl, BananaFiend, Iridescent, CzarB, Paul venter,
Cbrown1023, Ewulp, Eluchil404, Tawkerbot2, Adam Keller, Cerdic, Andresm, Scohoust, AlbertSM, Macg4cubeboy, CWY2190, Orayzio,
Rglong, Icp, Montanabw, Onyx omega, Lars951, Cydebot, Davebgimp, Wodandis, Goldfritha, Jeremy68, Echuta, Abby2412, Tawkerbot4,
Russophile2, Sigo, Lewisskinner, NyrubiaAkiria, Krylonblue83, JamesAM, Epbr123, Astreja, Barticus88, Kro666, Picus viridis, Aeri-
canwizard, TangentCube, Trakon, Jakado, Mentifisto, AntiVandalBot, MoogleDan, Gioto, Luna Santin, QuiteUnusual, Danger, Jhsounds,
Spencer, JAnDbot, Deflective, Sigurd Dragon Slayer, Owenozier, Xeno, Hut 8.5, PhilKnight, Cpoirot, MegX, Apoc100, Acroterion, Hjal,
FaerieInGrey, Connormah, Pharillon, VoABot II, Mrund, T@nn, Adam keller, Kinston eagle, Faizhaider, Thorht, Singularity, HelgaD,
Balloonguy, Infinitejpower, Slartibartfast1992, Giggy, Berig, 28421u2232nfenfcenc, MarkB21, JoergenB, Simon Peter Hughes, ForestJay,
B9 hummingbird hovering, Loki’s Valentine, The Gonz, MartinBot, Vaidilute, Poeloq, Anaxial, R'n'B, Kateshortforbob, Nono64, EdBever,
J.delanoy, Eliz81, Extransit, Ijustam, Darkspots, Holtj, Ipigott, DJB999, Hiddenhearts, Cobi, Gooch41, Sunderland06, Spshu, Calidore
Chase, Osirusr, The Behnam, RJASE1, Malik Shabazz, Midasminus, VolkovBot, Vlma111, Nik Sage, Triskele Jim, Tzetzes, Philip True-
man, Alvevind, Af648, TXiKiBoT, Firndeloth, Sean D Martin, Interfear2, Someguy1221, Mymilkshake23, Elphion, Psyche825, Sephi-
roth144, Chuck02, Madhero88, Eubulides, Positive hearts, Jow253, Dark Tea, Cnilep, AlleborgoBot, EmxBot, BrettVoss, Britzingen,
SieBot, Coffee, Euryalus, Sonyack, M.thoriyan, JSpung, Berserkerus, Purpleson, Oxymoron83, Purpleson0, Ptolemy Caesarion, Goustien,
Xuphor, Moeng, Bro. Neal, Royhsmith, Hamiltondaniel, Mr. Stradivarius, Skald the Rhymer, Denisarona, Kitty83826, Atif.t2, Shapz,
Martarius, ClueBot, Deanlaw, The Thing That Should Not Be, Matdrodes, Rodhullandemu, Maclennan182, Plastikspork, Autobotx1010,
Omegasupreme69, Saddhiyama, Wutsje, Aikidoshi, Sergeofwoods, 09arvincent, DragonBot, JenFromKansas, Excirial, -Midorihana-,
M4gnum0n, Astoman, Eeekster, Verzannt, FreakTardZtX, CoziestPigeon, Razorflame, Esimal, Knowz, BOTarate, Jetspats235, SaraCsC,
Brrat01, TranchRT, Little Miss Desu, Miami33139, DumZiBoT, Death300X, Njarvie, Oskar71, Dthomsen8, Avoided, Dnvrfantj, Ad-
dbot, Some jerk on the Internet, Barsoomian, Ave Caesar, Holt, Ronhjones, Diablokrom, BabelStone, AndersBot, Demonsummoner,
Debresser, Favonian, Devadatta, 5 albert square, Tassedethe, Numbo3-bot, Al3xil, WikiMohderator, Gail, Thebiggnome, Kein Einstein,
Suwa, Luckas-bot, Yobot, EdwardLane, Bunnyhop11, Amirobot, Yngvadottir, Mmxx, AnakngAraw, AnomieBOT, 1exec1, Piano non
troppo, KenGriffin92, Ernust, Materialscientist, ArthurBot, LilHelpa, Ekwos, Ched, Anonymous from the 21st century, GrouchoBot, Pro-
tectionTaggingBot, Amqui, RibotBOT, Alexandru Stanoi, Sophus Bie, Wōdenhelm, FrescoBot, Fufleweder, Pepper, Green0eggs, Citation
bot 1, Cyberwitchy, Pinethicket, 10metreh, 95j, Hindsight101, Kibi78704, SergeWoodzing, Nora lives, FoxBot, TobeBot, Naxter1243,
Driftinghobo, Vrenator, Aoidh, Brianann MacAmhlaidh, Reaper Eternal, Suffusion of Yellow, Tbhotch, Böri, Guerillero, Ruger12pk,
SirPatrickWallbury, EmausBot, WikitanvirBot, Max Swaney, MFabrizio14, Mychele Trempetich, Solarra, Slightsmile, Wikipelli, K6ka,
Charityb, Carjac20001, Suslindisambiguator, Sinfox, Obotlig, Hayden A, L Kensington, SkookumDog, NeuroticWang, Donner60, Tomor-
rowWeDie, Dnj710, Autoerrant, AgentSniff, Manytexts, Eclectic Angel, Wogham, ClueBot NG, Tillander, Satellizer, Rathersilly, Scam-
scam123, Stardsen, Braincricket, Chijim70, Ninja of Tao, Widr, MerlIwBot, Helpful Pixie Bot, Medo1988, Ianolivermartin, Lowercase
sigmabot, BG19bot, Flax5, Doig8099, Jordanson72, AwamerT, Mark Arsten, Pish69, Writ Keeper, Woody4077, Epicurus B., Heathenguy,
Bastista1, Orikrin1998, ConradMayhew, RudolfRed, GamingWithStatoke, Jpopcon123321, John from Idegon, Ekren, Death2pa$$ion,
Dexbot, Hmainsbot1, Webclient101, Mogism, Smilerreborn, Frosty, Dizzzer, Sowlos, Dainushka, Kay Uwe Böhm 4, Kay Uwe Böhm 5,
Kay Uwe Böhm 6, Nitpicking polish, Romtam, GamersCamp, Aravindh Sri, Quenhitran, Editguy111, AB Blake, SamHunny, Qwerty8396,
ThormodMorrisson, Kjolemartin, Anynomus12, TantalusIX, Barbarian1616, Spoderman.sweg, Hmayton81 and Anonymous: 840

13.2 Images
• File:Ambox_important.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Ambox_important.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work, based off of Image:Ambox scales.svg Original artist: Dsmurat (talk · contribs)
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• File:Ardre_Odin_Sleipnir.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/Ardre_Odin_Sleipnir.jpg License: Public
domain Contributors: en:Image:Ardre Odin Sleipnir.jpg Original artist: Unknown

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Crystal_Clear_app_kedit.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e8/Crystal_Clear_app_kedit.svg License:
LGPL Contributors: Sabine MINICONI Original artist: Sabine MINICONI

• File:Detail_from_G_181.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Detail_from_G_181.jpg License: GFDL
Contributors: Own work Original artist: Berig

• File:Georg_von_Rosen_-_Oden_som_vandringsman,_1886_(Odin,_the_Wanderer).jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.
org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/Georg_von_Rosen_-_Oden_som_vandringsman%2C_1886_%28Odin%2C_the_Wanderer%29.jpg
License: Public domain Contributors: Appeared in the 1893 Swedish translation of the Poetic Edda. Immediate source:
http://www.ginnungagap.info/gge_pic6.asp (accessed July 14th 2005). Taken from the English Wikipedia. Original artist: Georg
von Rosen

• File:Manuscript_Odinn.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b3/Manuscript_Odinn.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Originally from en.wikipedia; description page is/was here. Original artist: Original uploader was Haukurth at
en.wikipedia

• File:Odhin_by_Johannes_Gehrts.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/67/Odhin_by_Johannes_Gehrts.jpg
License: Public domain Contributors: Felix Dahn, Therese Dahn, Therese (von Droste-Hülshoff) Dahn, Frau, Therese von Droste-Hülshoff
Dahn (1901). Walhall: Germanische Götter- und Heldensagen. Für Alt und Jung am deutschen Herd. Breitkopf und Härtel. Original artist:
Eduard Ade

• File:Odin’{}s_hunt.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/26/Odin%27s_hunt.jpg License: Public domain Contribu-
tors:
Ebbe Schön (2004) Asa-Tors hammare. p. 201
Original artist:
August Malmström

• File:Odin’{}s_last_words_to_Baldr.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Odin%27s_last_words_to_
Baldr.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: The Elder or Poetic Edda; commonly known as Sæmund’s Edda. Edited and translated with
introduction and notes by Olive Bray. Illustrated by W.G. Collingwood (1908) Page 39. Digitized by the Internet Archive and available from
http://www.archive.org/details/elderorpoeticedd01brayuoft This image was made from the JPEG 2000 image of the relevant page via
image processing (crop, rotate, color-levels, mode) with the GIMP by User:Haukurth. The image processing is probably not eligible for
copyright but in case it is User:Haukurth releases his modified version into the public domain. Original artist: W.G. Collingwood (1854 -
1932)

• File:Odin-Lawrie-Highsmith.jpeg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/Odin-Lawrie-Highsmith.jpeg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, LC-DIG-highsm-02779 (original digital file),
uncompressed archival TIFF version (67 MB), cropped and converted to JPEG with the GIMP 2.4.5, image quality 88. Original artist:
Artist is Lee Lawrie (1877–1963). Photographed 2007 by Carol Highsmith (1946–), who explicitly placed the photograph in the public
domain.

• File:Odin_(1825-1827)_by_H._E._Freund.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/09/Odin_
%281825-1827%29_by_H._E._Freund.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Photography by Bloodofox of
a work by H. E. Freund (1786-1840).

• File:Odin_and_Sleipnir_-_John_Bauer.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Odin_and_Sleipnir_-_
John_Bauer.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: for Our Fathers’ Godsaga by Viktor Rydberg Original artist: John Bauer

• File:Odin_disguised_as_a_Traveller.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Odin_disguised_as_a_
Traveller.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Baker, Emilie Kip. 1914. Stories from Northern Myths. New York: The Macmillan
Company. Facing page 21. Original artist: Artist unknown.

• File:Odin_og_Völven_by_Frølich.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7f/Odin_og_V%C3%B6lven_by_
Fr%C3%B8lich.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Published in Gjellerup, Karl (1895). Den ældre Eddas Gudesange. Photographed
from a 2001 reprint by bloodofox (talk · contribs). Original artist: Lorenz Frølich

• File:Odin_rides_to_Hel.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ad/Odin_rides_to_Hel.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: The Elder or Poetic Edda; commonly known as Sæmund’s Edda. Edited and translated with introduction and notes by
Olive Bray. Illustrated by W.G. Collingwood (1908) Page 238. Digitized by the Internet Archive and available from http://www.archive.
org/details/elderorpoeticedd01brayuoft This image was made from the JPEG 2000 image of the relevant page via image processing (crop,
rotate, color-levels, mode) with the GIMP by User:Haukurth. The image processing is probably not eligible for copyright but in case it is
User:Haukurth releases his modified version into the public domain. Original artist: W.G. Collingwood (1854 - 1932)

• File:Odin_riding_Sleipnir.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Odin_riding_Sleipnir.jpg License: Public
domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Odin_with_Gunnlöd_by_Johannes_Gehrts.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/Odin_with_
Gunnl%C3%B6d_by_Johannes_Gehrts.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Felix Dahn, Therese Dahn, Therese (von Droste-
Hülshoff) Dahn, Frau, Therese von Droste-Hülshoff Dahn (1901). Walhall: Germanische Götter- und Heldensagen. Für Alt und Jung am
deutschen Herd. Breitkopf und Härtel. Original artist: Johannes Gehrts

• File:Question_book-new.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:
Tkgd2007

• File:Tangelgarda_Odin.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/Tangelgarda_Odin.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: ?
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• File:The_Sacrifice_of_Odin_by_Frølich.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e4/The_Sacrifice_of_Odin_
by_Fr%C3%B8lich.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Published in Gjellerup, Karl (1895). Den ældre Eddas Gudesange. Pho-
tographed from a 2001 reprint by bloodofox (talk · contribs). Original artist: Lorenz Frølich

• File:Wotan_takes_leave_of_Brunhild_(1892)_by_Konrad_Dielitz.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/
c3/Wotan_takes_leave_of_Brunhild_%281892%29_by_Konrad_Dielitz.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Brewer, Ebenezer Cob-
ham. 1892. Character sketches of romance, fiction and the drama. A revised American edition of the Readers’ handbook. Volume IV. Facing
page 52. Digitized version from University of Wisconsin Digital Collections: [1]. Additional information: [2]. Original artist: The book
gives the artist alternatively as Dielitz, K. Presumably this is Konrad Dielitz (1845 - 1933).
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