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Anna, The Prophetess

 She was ancient,

maybe more than one hundred years.  She was so tiny and hunched over that others were reminded of a frail

bird.  Long, long ago, she was married for seven years and then he had died.  That all seemed like another

lifetime, so many decades had passed.  She could barely remember his face anymore.

For decades, she had lived at the Temple.  She had come there every day to pray, and at some point, she just did

not go home.  Now, she never left.  She stayed in the Court of the Women on the east side of the Temple.  There

were some storerooms there mostly for musical instruments used in worship, and she had a pallet in one of them. 

She was not disturbed.  Everyone either ignored her or loved her.

Her name was Anna, Hebrew for “grace”, and she served God with fasting and prayers day and night.  She cared

little for food anymore, prayer was so much more important.  Besides, she was so completely devoted to God that

at this point she lived more in a spiritual realm than on a physical plain.
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From the Women’s Court she could look into the Inner Court where sacrifices were made daily.  Anna watched

and prayed, because she knew that He would come to the Temple.  All of her devotion was preparing her to see

that Final Sacrifice – the Lamb of God.  She had seen thousands of lambs sacrificed for sin.  She had learned

patience and perseverance, and a deep understanding of holiness.

Anna was the daughter of Phanuel of the tribe of Asher, whose name refers to the face of God, and she would see

God’s face today.  She watched them coming up the steps – a girl with a tiny baby and her husband.  The girl

looked like a child herself to Anna.  She looked up, caught her eye, and Anna knew.  She had waited a lifetime for

this moment.  The prayers of all her years were answered.  Her years of holiness prepared her to recognize the

Holy One.  He had come to the Temple – the Lamb.  She received the ultimate reward for years of faithful

devotion – Anna saw God Incarnate in the arms of his mother.

She was described as a prophetess – a rare distinction for a woman.  She was set apart, spiritually pure, this Anna,

daughter of Phanuel, the last Old Testament prophet – the one who saw God face to face.

Reflection – How are you preparing yourself to meet God face to face?

Related articles

Advent & Mary: Ordained as Prophetess, Priestess, & Queen (prodigalpaul.com)
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Phanuel (angel)
Phanuel is the name given to a possible fourth Archangel in the Book of Enoch after Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel.
He is also considered to be the ruler of the Ophanim.
His name means "the face of God".Wikipedia:Citation needed His was one of the four voices Enoch heard praising
God.

This first is Michael, the merciful and long-suffering: and the second, who is set over all the diseases and all
the wounds of the children of men, is Raphael: and the third, who is set over all the powers, is Gabriel: and
the fourth, who is set over the repentance unto hope of those who inherit eternal life, is named Phanuel. (1
Enoch 40:9)

As an angel, Phanuel is reputedly a member of the four Angels of Presence. In 1st Enoch, he is also listed as an angel
of exorcism (he is heard "expelling Satans"). Phanuel has also been linked with the Angel of Penance mentioned in
the Shepherd of Hermas.
Some associate Phanuel with Uriel, however, the Book of Enoch clearly distinguishes the two. Uriel means 'the
Light of God' while Phanuel has a different meaning. Phanuel's duties include bearing up God's throne, acting as a
guardian angel to all who have inherited salvation in Jesus Christ, minister of Truth and is an angel of judgement.
Furthermore, as The Book of Enoch attests, Phanuel is the angel of repentance unto hope of those who have inherited
eternal life. Piecing together the writings of Enoch and the Revelation of John, Phanuel, along with Michael, Gabriel
and Raphael will all drink from the 'winepress of the Wrath of God', strengthening them in that day, the Day of the
Lord. Phanuel's arch-rival in the demonic hoards is Belial, the Antichrist, the demon of lies. During the Battle of
Armageddon, Phanuel will relinquish this rivalry, to fulfill the prophecy that Christ will destroy Beliar with the word
of His mouth. It is often thought that Phanuel is among the angelic voices in Revelation 11:15b saying "The world
has now become the Kingdom of our LORD and His Christ. He shall reign forever and ever. Amen"
According to The Lost Book of Enoch, Phanuel is the fourth angel Archangel "set over repentance and those who
hope to inherit eternal life" [Enoch, Chapter 40:9]. He is the fourth voice heard [Enoch, Chapter 40:7] "fending off
the Satans (advisories or accusers) and forbidding them to come before the Lord of spirits to accuse them who dwell
on the earth".
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Phanuel
This article is about the Biblical father of Anna. For the Angel Phanuel, see Phanuel (angel).
Phanuel was the father of Anna Phanuel is mentioned only once in Luke 2:36. He was from the Tribe of Asher and
his name means "Face of God".
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Phanuel (angel)
Phanuel is the name given to a possible fourth Archangel in the Book of Enoch after Michael, Raphael, and Gabriel.
He is also considered to be the ruler of the Ophanim.
Others spellings of Phanuel include Paniel, Peniel, Penuel, Fanuel, and Orfiel.[1]

His name means "the face of God".Wikipedia:Citation needed His was one of the four voices Enoch heard praising
God.

This first is Michael, the merciful and long-suffering: and the second, who is set over all the diseases and all
the wounds of the children of men, is Raphael: and the third, who is set over all the powers, is Gabriel: and
the fourth, who is set over the repentance unto hope of those who inherit eternal life, is named Phanuel. (1
Enoch 40:9)

As an angel, Phanuel is reputedly a member of the four Angels of Presence. In 1st Enoch, he is also listed as an angel
of exorcism (he is heard "expelling Satans"). Phanuel has also been linked with the Angel of Penance mentioned in
the Shepherd of Hermas.
Some associate Phanuel with Uriel, however, the Book of Enoch clearly distinguishes the two. Uriel means 'the
Light of God' while Phanuel has a different meaning. Phanuel's duties include bearing up God's throne, acting as a
guardian angel to all who have inherited salvation in Jesus Christ, minister of Truth and is an angel of judgement.
Furthermore, as The Book of Enoch attests, Phanuel is the angel of repentance unto hope of those who have inherited
eternal life. Piecing together the writings of Enoch and the Revelation of John, Phanuel, along with Michael, Gabriel
and Raphael will all drink from the 'winepress of the Wrath of God', strengthening them in that day, the Day of the
Lord. Phanuel's arch-rival in the demonic hoards is Belial, the Antichrist, the demon of lies. During the Battle of
Armageddon, Phanuel will relinquish this rivalry, to fulfill the prophecy that Christ will destroy Beliar with the word
of His mouth. It is often thought that Phanuel is among the angelic voices in Revelation 11:15b saying "The world
has now become the Kingdom of our LORD and His Christ. He shall reign forever and ever. Amen"
According to The Lost Book of Enoch, Phanuel is the fourth angel Archangel "set over repentance and those who
hope to inherit eternal life" [Enoch, Chapter 40:9]. He is the fourth voice heard [Enoch, Chapter 40:7] "fending off
the Satans (advisories or accusers) and forbidding them to come before the Lord of spirits to accuse them who dwell
on the earth".
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Depiction of Jacob Wrestling with

the Angel at Penuel, by Eugène

Delacroix.

Penuel
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

In the Hebrew Bible, Penuel (or Pniel, Pnuel; Hebrew ְ�נ�ֵאל) is a place not

far from Succoth, on the east of the Jordan River and north of the river

Jabbok. It is also called Peniel "Face of God" by Jacob:

"It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared."

(Gen. 32:30 NIV)

Here Jacob wrestled (Gen. 32:24-32) "with a man" ("the angel", Hos. 12:4)

"till the break of day." This episode resulted in God (or the angel) changing

Jacob's name to "Israel" (Gen. 32:28) which literally means, "He who

struggles with God."

A town was afterward built there (Judg. 8:8; 1 Kings 12:25). The men of

this place refused to give bread to Gideon and his 300 men when they were

in pursuit of the Midianites (Judg. 8:1-21). On his return, Gideon tore down

the tower there and killed all the men of the city.

When the Northern Kingdom of Israel broke away from the United

Monarchy c. 930 BCE, Jeroboam, its first king, established his capital in

Shechem. A short time later, he left Shechem and fortified Penuel, declaring

it as his new capital (I Kings 12:25). He and his son, Nadab, ruled there,

until Baasha seized the throne in 909 BCE and moved the capital to Tirzah (I Kings 15:25-34).

Penuel vs. Pniel

Two categories of spellings exists, the i-type Pniel and Peniel and the u-type Pnuel, Penuel and Pnuël. The

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia[1] prints the i-type ְּפנִיֵאל for Pniel. The u-type is only a minor textual variant

written as פנואל for Pnuel in the critical apparatus. It appears only in  (the Samaritan Pentateuch), σ´

(Symmachus),  (the Peshitta) and  (the Latin Vulgate).

Therefore translations like the Luther Bible write Pnuël as being directly translated from the Vulgate. So does

the KJV, the ESV and the Elberfelder Bibel. But translations like the NIV, the NIrV and the Schlachter 2000

write Peniel or Pniel.
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 This article incorporates text from a publication now in the public domain: Easton, Matthew George (1897).

"article name needed". Easton's Bible Dictionary (New and revised ed.). T. Nelson and Sons.
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Peniel: “I have seen God” 
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