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Prithvi

“Dharti Mata” redirects here. For the 1938 film, see
Dharti Mata (film).
For other uses, see Prithvi (disambiguation).

Prithvi (Sanskrit: G2t prrvi, also T prehive) is the

Prithu chasing Prithvi, who is in the form of a cow.

Sanskrit name for earth and its essence Prithivi Tattwa, in
the name of a Hindu Deity. Prithvi is also called Dhra,
Dharti, Dhrithri, meaning that which holds everything.
Amongst lokas (worlds), it is also known as Bhu-loka.

As Prithvi Mata “Mother Earth” she contrasts with Dyaus
Pita “father sky”. In the Rigveda, Earth and Sky are
frequently addressed in the dual, probably indicating the
idea of two complementary half-shells. She is the wife
of Dyaus Pita (‘father Dyaus’). (The widespread belief
that these two were originally a single deity appears to be
mistaken. See Dyavaprthivi). She is associated with the
cow. Prithu, an incarnation of Vishnu, milked her in the
cow’s form to get food from her. She is a national person-
ification in Indonesia, where she is known as Ibu Pertiwi
('Mother Earth").

1 Epithets

2 Buddhism

Prithvi also appears in Early Buddhism where she ap-
pears in the Pali Canon, dispelling the temptation figure
Mara by attesting to Gautama Buddha's worthiness to at-
tain enlightenment.'!)

Indonesian depiction of Prithvi in ancient regal attire as Mother
Earth at Indonesian National Monument

3 The Arts

Prithvi Siikta (also Bhimt Sitkta) is a celebrated hymn of
the Atharvaveda (AVS 12.1), dedicated to Prthivi (the
Earth). It consists of 63 verses.

In art she is represented as a woman with four arms and
a green skin.

4 References

[1] Shaw, Miranda Eberle (2006). Buddhist Goddesses of In-
dia. Princeton University Press. p. 237. ISBN 978-0-
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5 FURTHER READING

S Further reading

e Dictionary of Hindu Lore and Legend (ISBN 0-500-
51088-1) by Anna Dallapiccola

e Hindu Goddesses: Vision of the Divine Feminine in
the Hindu Religious Traditions ISBN 81-208-0379-
5) by David Kinsley
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