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Rahat 

 
For the Romanian confectionery, see Turkish delight. 

 

 Rahat 
   

 Hebrew transcription(s) 
   

• Hebrew  טַהַר 
 Arabic transcription(s) 
   

• Arabic  طهار 
   

   

 Coat of arms 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coordinates: 31°23′33″N 34°45′16″E 
[1]

Coordinates: 31°23′33″N 34°45′16″E 
[1]  

 District Southern  
    

 Founded 1972  
    

 Government   
    

 • Type City (from 1994)  
    

 • Mayor Fayez Abu Sahiban
[2]

  
 Area   
    

 • Total 19,586 dunams (19.586 km
2

 or 7.562 sq mi)  
 Population (2010)   
    

 • Total 53,095  
    

 Name meaning Calm, comfort  
    

    



Rahat (Hebrew: טַהַר, Arabic: طهار) is a predominantly Bedouin city in 

the South District of Israel. According to the Israel Central Bureau of  
Statistics (CBS), at the end of December 2011 the city had a total 

population of 54,882
[3][4]

 (53,095 in December 2010 and 51,700 in  
December 2009). As such, it is the largest Bedouin settlement in 

the world, and the only one in Israel to have city status. 
 
It is one of seven Bedouin townships in the Negev desert with 

approved plans and developed infrastructure (other six are: Hura, 

Tel as-Sabi (Tel Sheva), Ar'arat an-Naqab (Ar'ara BaNegev), 

Lakiya, Kuseife (Kseife) and Shaqib al-Salam (Segev Shalom).
[5]

 

 

Meaning of the name 
 
In Arabic, "rahat" means "relief" or "groups" (it is also a Muslim name used mostly for males). In Hebrew, 

"rahat" means "fountain." 

 

Design 
 
The city has a total of 33 neighborhoods. All but one of the neighborhoods consist entirely of separate Bedouin clans 

but one is a mixed-clan neighborhood. Between every neighborhood, there is a wadi. The city also has a market, 
 
public and commercial services, neighborhood parks, public areas, women's employment centers, 

children's play areas, and several mosques.
[6][7]

 
 
Demographics 
 
According to CBS, in 2001 the ethnic makeup of the city was almost completely Arab Bedouin without significant 

Jewish population (see also: Population groups in Israel), making it the largest Bedouin settlement in Israel. Members 

of several Bedouin family clans reside in Rahat: Al-Huzeil, Abu Sharab, Abu Mediam, Al-Turi, Al-Ubra, etc. Rahat's 

society is considered as a young one - more than a half of its residents are under the age of 18.
[8] 

 
According to CBS, in 2001 there were 16,300 males and 16,100 females. The population of the city was spread 

out with 65.2% 19 years of age or younger, 15.8% between 20 and 29, 12.0% between 30 and 44, 4.7% from 

45 to 59, 0.9% from 60 to 64, and 1.4% 65 years of age or older. The population growth rate in 2001 was 5.9%. 
 
According to CBS, at the end of 2010 there were 26,700 males and 26,400 females. Some 60.4% of Rahat population 

were 19 years old or younger, 15.4% between 20 and 29, 15.3% between 30 and 44, 5.9% from 45 to 59, 1% from 60 

to 64, and 2% 65 years of age or older. The population growth rate decreased significantly - to 2.7%. 
 

Population 1983 1995 2000 2006 2010 
      

Number 9,200 22,456 30,653 40,000 53,095 
      



History 
 

The region of the city formerly owned by Al-Tayaha tribe (Al-

Hezeel clan) until the year 1972 the town was called "Al-Hezeel" 

(Arabic: ليزهلا) before changing the name. 
 
In 1972 Rahat was considered by the government of Israel, as a 

new settlement for Bedouins who lived in the surrounding area 

without permanent domicile. Until 1980, Rahat was part of the Bnei 

Shimon Regional Council and from then on (until 1994) it was a 

local council (administered by a private board until 1989). In 1994 it 

was recognized as a city—the first Bedouin city in Israel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present day 
 
The process of sedentarization is full of hardships for any nation, 

since it means a shift from one way of life to another—a transition 

from wandering to permanent residence, and Bedouins whose 

society is based on tradition are no exception. As a result of rapid 

and unexpected changes of the social infrastructure Bedouins faced 

many difficulties, primarily related to the integration issues. 
 
The rate of unemployment remains high in Bedouin townships, as well 

as crime level.
[9]

 School through age 16 is mandatory by law, but the 

vast majority of the population does not receive a high school 

education. Women are discriminated in the patriarchal-type Bedouin  

society.
[10]

 There is another serious problem of trespassing on state lands and building unrecognized 

Bedouin settlements having no municipal status and facing demolition orders.
[11]

  
Rahat is one of several flagship projects aimed at improving life for the Negev Bedouin. Unlike illegal 

villages with scarce access to water, electricity and services, this city provides the residents with all their 

basic needs. Nevertheless, in December 2009, the town was ranked low (1 out of 10) in socio-economic 

standing. Only 46.4% of grade twelve students are eligible to graduate from high school. 

 

Beduin women from Rahat hold up posters in 

favor of the Israeli-Arab peace process, 1995 

 

Archaeological site in Rahat, going back 
1600 years 

Neighborhood and the main mosque of Rahat 



Economy 
 
The township is situated close to Beersheva so its economy is related to that of the city. There is an industrial 

park in the suburbs of Rahat,
[12]

 several more industrial parks are situated in the area - Beersheba and Hura. 

Currently a new industrial park is being built in Rahat, it is called Idan haNegev.
[13]

 Residents also work in the 

services industry in Beersheba. There are several organizations that promote entrepreneurship among the 

210,000 Bedouins living in the Negev,
[14]

 primarily aimed at Bedouin women.  
In 2007 the Center for Jewish-Arab economic development initiated an entrepreneurship and employment 

project for Rahat residents. Approximately 40 Bedouin women took part in it and received training in job 

search and computer skills and business management. 12 of them have launched their own businesses 

(shops, clothing, hairdressing, restaurant and catering, sewing).
[15]

 
 
Income 
 
According to CBS, as of 2009 the average income in Rahat was ILS 3,961 (compared to the average national 

income of 7,070). In 2000 the mean monthly wage for a salaried worker in the city was ILS 3,008, a real change 

of -0.8% over the course of 2000. Salaried males had a mean monthly wage of ILS 3,502 (a real change of 

0.1%) versus ILS 1,394 for females (a real change of -10.7%). The mean income for the self-employed was 

5,198. There were 277 residents who received government welfare, and 10,906 people who received an 

income guarantee. In 2000 in the city there were 3,983 salaried workers and 437 are self-employed. 

 
Culture 
 
There is a number of organizations carrying out different 

activities aimed at supporting and facilitating entrepreneurship in 

Israel's South in order to further integrate the 210,000 Bedouins 

living in the Negev into Israel's mainstream economy.
[16]

 They 

are primarily aimed at Bedouin women. 
 
Twenty Arab-Bedouin women from the towns of Rahat, Lakiya, Tel 

Sheva, Segev Shalom, Kuseife and Rachma participated in a sewing 
course for fashion design at the Amal College in Beer Sheva, including 

School in Rahat  
lessons on sewing and cutting, personal empowerment and 

business initiatives.
[17]

 
 

There is a volunteer program to teach English to the Bedouin schoolchildren of Rahat.
[18]

  
Social and Environmental Leadership Program was established in Rahat in the mid-2000s, initiated by 

young local residents. 



Higher education 
 
Since the city of Beersheva is in close proximity to Rahat, most Bedouin students from Rahat study at 

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, some also at Sapir Academic College in Sderot. Soon a new Harvard 

University campus will be established in Rahat - inside Idan HaNegev Industrial Park. It will be the first 

campus built in this Bedouin city.
[19]

 Ben-Gurion University of the Negev will oversee the new campus' 

operations, and it will be considered a BGU branch. 
 
Health and public facilities 
 
Rahat as a city has a number of public services, including medical services, schooling, labor, shopping, 

etc. There are branches of several health funds (medical clinics) in Rahat: Leumit, Clalit, Maccabi and 

several perinatal (baby care) centers Tipat Halav. In 2004 a new police station was opened here, it has 

around 70 staff policemen. There is a community center in Rahat with a number of clubs for youth. 

 
Transportation 
 
In June 2007 a new Lehavim-Rahat Railway Station was opened. It serves both the Bedouin community 

of Rahat and the suburbs of Lehavim. It made it more accessible for the local residents to work and study 

in Beer Sheba and other parts of the country. 
 

There are buses operated by Egged and Galim bus cooperatives passing through Rahat.
[20]

 For a long 

period of time there were only transit buses in the city, but in 2009 the bus transportation system was 

substantially improved and buses started to enter the city.
[21]

 
 

Outstanding representatives of the community 
 
• Faiz Abu Sahiban, Rahat Mayor  
 

• Ouda Tarabin, an Israeli Bedouin imprisoned by Egypt for illegal border crossing
[22]

  
• Dr. Alean Al-Krenawi, PhD, is Dean and Professor at Memorial University's School of Social Work and a 

former chair of the Spitzer Department of Social Work at [Ben-Gurion University of the Negev], Israel.
[23]

  

• Suleiman Al-Shafhe, a journalist, in the past a Channel 2 reporter covering the Palestinian issues
[24]

   

• Ahmed Alansasra, an artist
[25]

   

• Kamla Abu Zeila, a Bedouin female filmmaker creating socially aware documentaries
[26]

   

• Yusra Abu-Kaff, a Bedouin filmmaker
[27]

   
• Mai Alfrawna, a filmmaker   

• Morad Alfrawna, a filmmaker from Rahat, took part in the "Back and Forth" cinematic project
[]

  

• Ahmad Amrani, one of the leaders of the Green movement. In 2002, established “Green Rahat,” 

the first environmental organization in Rahat to deal with the city’s environmental problems.
[28]
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External links 

 

Wikivoyage has a travel guide for Rahat. 
 
 
• Rahat Photo Gallery (http:/ / photo. dennisfox. net/ galleries/ 2006/ israelpalestine_2006/ rahat/ index. html)  
 
• Back and Forth movie (http:/ / www. backandforthmovie. com/ about) - an independent cinematic project 

in Rahat guided by Uri Rosenwaks including four documentaries made by four Bedouin film directors  
 
• Bedouin of the Negev (http:/ / www. mmi. gov. il/ static/ HanhalaPirsumim/ Beduin_information. pdf)  
 
• Rahat city (http:/ / yajaffar. tripod. com/ ra. html) General facts about Rahat, photos  
 
• Lands of the Negev (http:/ / www. youtube. com/ watch?v=ei8yHjk_MbM), a short film presented by 

Israel Land Administration describing the challenges faced in providing land management and 

infrastructure to the Bedouins in Israel's southern Negev region  

• Seth Frantzman, Presentation to Regavim about Negev (http:/ / academia. 

edu/ 2267963/ Presentation_to_Regavim_about_Negev)  
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A medical clinic in Rahat 
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Rahatiel - angel prince of the constellations; name means "to run." 
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Rahtiel ("to run") - a Jewish angel of the constellations who places the stars in 

position after Metatron names them. 
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In the Hebrew Enoch (Jellinek, "B. H." v. 176) the following angel-princes are named: 

 

Baradiel, from barad, set over the hail 

Ruḥiel, " ruaḥ, " " " wind. 

Baraḳiel, " baraḳ, " " " lightning. 

Za'amael, " za'am, " " " storm. 

Zikḥel, " ziḳ, " " "   glow wind (or comet). 

Zava'el, " zva'ot, " " " whirlwind. 

Za'afiel, " za'af, " " " hurricane. 

Ra'amiel, " ra'am, " " " thunder. 

Ra'ashiel, " ra'ash, " " " earthquake. 

Shalgiel, " sheleg, " " " snow. 

Maṭariel, " matar, " " " rain. 

Shamsiel, " shemesh, " " " light of day. 

Lailahel, " lailah, " " " night. 

Galgaliel, " galgal, " " "   wheel of the sun. 

Ofaniel, " ofan, " " "   wheel of the moon. 

Kokbiel, " kokab, " " " stars. 

Rehaṭiel, " rahat ("runner"), set over the planets. 
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/1521-angelology  
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