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Rongo

This article is about the Maori god. For the historic cata-
maran sailboat, see Rongo (catamaran).
Not to be confused with Rongorongo.

In Maori mythology, Rongo is a major god, the god

Taro

of cultivated food, especially the kiimara, a vital food
crop. Other food crops cultivated by Maori in tradi-
tional times include taro, yams (uwhi), cordyline (t1), and
gourds (hue). Because of their tropical origin, most of
these crops were difficult to grow except in the far north
of New Zealand. Hence the importance of Rongo.

1 Origin

Rongo, with his brothers Ta, Tane, Tane Mahuta,
Tawhirimatea, Tangaroa and Haumia-tiketike, separated
the primordial parents Rangi and Papa to allow daylight
into the world. Tawhirimatea, the god of storms, did not
consent to this plan and afterwards attacked his broth-
ers with unrelenting fury. Rongo and Haumia, the god
of wild food, took refuge in the body of Papa, mother
earth, who hid them until the storm passed (Grey 1956:7,
Tregear 1891:424,0rbell 1998:121).

2 Kuamara

In the Maori language, ‘rongo’ means peace. Rongo is
generally portrayed as the creator of the kiimara, a plant
associated with peace (probably because the intense cul-
tivation it needed was best performed in times of peace).
In Ngati Awa traditions, Rongo is a son of Tane and father

Kiamara (sweet potato)

of the kiimara, but a man named Rongo-maui travels to
the star Whanui, obtains the kiimara and returns to Earth
with it.[1}

Small statues representing Rongo were once placed
alongside kumara fields.?!

3 Cook Islands

In Cook Islands mythology, Rongo was the god of agri-
culture and one of the children of Vatea (sky father) and
Papa (earth mother). His twin brother was Tangaroa, the
god of the sea. Rongo was the principal deity of Mangaia.

In the Mangaian legend of origin, the three sons of Rongo
lifted the island up from the deep, becoming the first set-
tlers and the ancestors of the Nga Ariki tribe. The tra-
ditional name of the island was A'u A'u, which literally
means 'terraced’, short for Au A'u Nui o Rongo ki te Ao
Marama (Great Terraced Land of Rongo in the Land of
Daylight).!

In Mangaian society, the ritual system to become the
principal chief, Te Mangaia, emphasized the worship of
Rongo. The installation of a new Te Mangaia after a war
of conquest of the puna lands required a human sacri-
fice to the god Rongo at his principal temple of Orongo.
Rongo was both the god of war and the god of taro
irrigation; his regular peacetime offerings were parcels
of cooked taro. The ideological linkages between Rongo,
war, taro, and human sacrifice were complex: Rongo as-
sured success in war and fertility of the land, but these
required continual sacrifices in both human bodies and
taro in an endless cycle.!*!
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Other names and epithets

Rongo-ma-tane

Rongomaraero
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