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Miraculous legends surround the birth of Kabir. His mother was said to be a virgin
widow who conceived through a blessing given by the great teacher of South
India, Ramanand, on a visit to the spiritual guide. Ramanand, while blessing her,



offered her the usual wish that she might conceive a son, not knowing her state of
widowhood.
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In 1440,“8 the poet Kabir was also said to have been born of a virgin widow (a
Hindu), through the palm of her hand. Like Karna, Kabir was sent down the river
in a basket; he was found and adopted by a family of Muslim weavers,
downstream.2l5% Thijs (presumably posthumous) account—which depicts Kabir
as secretly descended from Hindus—was intended to legitimise Kabir's religious
authority in the eyes of the Hindu population who venerated his works. This story
is absent from Muslim and Sikh accounts of Kabir's work.
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