
The Secret in Three Parts: 

The First Part 

        The Secret imparted to the three shepherd children at Fatima on July 13, 1917 had three 

parts. The first part was fully revealed in Sr. Lucy’s Third and Fourth Memoirs, written at the 

command of her bishop, in 1941. This first part of the Secret of Fatima describes what Lucy, 

Jacinta and Francisco saw on that day. We quote from Sister Lucy’s memoirs: 

        She [Our Lady of Fatima] opened Her hands once more, as She had done during the two 

previous months. The rays of light seemed to penetrate the earth, and we saw as it were a sea of 

fire. Plunged in this fire were demons and souls [of the damned] in human form, like transparent 

burning embers, all blackened or burnished bronze, floating about in the conflagration, now 

raised into the air by the flames that issued from within themselves together with great clouds of 

smoke, now falling back on every side like sparks in huge fires, without weight or equilibrium, 

amid shrieks and groans of pain and despair, which horrified us and made us tremble with fear. 

(It must have been this sight which caused me to cry out, as people say they heard me). The 

demons could be distinguished [from the souls of the damned] by their terrifying and repellent 

likeness to frightful and unknown animals, black and transparent like burning coals.
1
 This vision 

lasted but an instant. How can we ever be grateful enough to our kind heavenly Mother, Who 

had already prepared us by promising, in the first apparition, to take us to Heaven. Otherwise, I 

think we would have died of fear and terror.
2
 

        Our Lady then explained to the children, "You have seen hell where the souls of poor 

sinners go."  

Notes: 

1. English translation of text in Sister Lucy, "Fourth Memoir", Fatima in Lucia’s Own Words, (Postulation Centre, 

Fatima, Portugal, 1976) p. 162. See also Frère Michel de la Sainte Trinité, The Whole Truth About Fatima, Volume 

I: Science and the Facts, (Immaculate Heart Publications, Buffalo, New York, U.S.A., 1989) pp. 181-182. 

2. English translation of text in Sister Lucy, "Third Memoir", Fatima in Lucia’s Own Words, p. 104. See also The 

Whole Truth About Fatima, Volume I, p. 182. 
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        Having just shown the fate of the damned (in the first part of the Secret of Fatima) to the 

three shepherd children of Fatima, on July 13, 1917, Our Lady then confided to them the second 

part of the Secret. This second part primarily concerns Heaven’s requests for the Consecration of 

Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and for the Communions of Reparation on the First 

Saturdays and the consequences of failing to heed these requests. As recorded in Sister Lucy’s 

memoirs, the second part of the Secret is as follows: 

Text of Second Part of Secret 

        To save them [poor sinners who are on the road to hell], God wishes to establish in the 

world devotion to My Immaculate Heart. If what I say to you is done, many souls will be saved 

and there will be peace. The war is going to end; but if people do not cease offending God, a 

worse war will break out during the reign of Pius XI. When you see a night illumined by an 

unknown light, know that this is the great sign given you by God that He is about to punish the 

world for its crimes, by means of war, famine, and persecutions against the Church and against 

the Holy Father.  

        To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to My Immaculate Heart, 

and the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays. If My requests are heeded, Russia will 

be converted and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors throughout the world, 

causing wars and persecutions against the Church. The good will be martyred, the Holy Father 

will have much to suffer, various nations will be annihilated.
1
  

Conclusion to the Whole Secret of Fatima 

        In the end, My Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to 

Me, and she will be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world. 

Commentary 

        The Secret is a most important part of the Message of Fatima, and therefore it needs to be 

reflected upon thoroughly. Frère Michel de la Sainte Trinité, author of the scholarly three-

volume work on Fatima, The Whole Truth About Fatima, provides the following commentary on 

the second part of the Fatima Secret:  

Important Analysis of the Structure  

of the Second Secret 

        At first glance, the structure of this second part of the Secret is confusing. In fact, if we 

analyze this text attentively, we discover that it is perfectly constructed in two strictly parallel 

parts, where fourteen terms rigorously correspond to each other, following a clear, logical plan. 

We present here this rigorous correspondence in the form of a synopsis. 

I. The Salvific Intention of God is Evoked 

A. Description of hell:  A. Description of     chastisements: 



    "To save them," "To      prevent this," 

II. Our Lady States Her Requests 

B. "God wishes to      establish in the 

world      devotion to My 

     Immaculate Heart." 

B. "I shall come to ask for the      Consecration 

of Russia to      My Immaculate Heart, 

and       the Communion of      Reparation on 

the First      Saturdays." 

III. First Possibility: If Men Obey 

C. "If what I say to you is      done,"  C. "If My requests are      heeded," 

IV. Our Lady States a Double Promise 

D. "many souls will be      saved" D. "Russia will be converted" 

 

E. "and there will be          peace. 

     The war is going to      end;" 

E. "and there will be peace;" 

V. Second Possibility: If Men Refuse To Obey 

F. "but if people do not      cease 

offending God," 

F. "if not," ("If My requests      are not 

heeded") 

VI. The Threat of Terrible Chastisements 

G. "A worse war will      break out during 

the      reign of Pius  XI.      When you see 

a      night  illumined by 

an      unknown light, know      that this is 

the      great sign given      you by God 

that He      is about to punish      the 

world     for      its crimes, by means      of 

war, famine, and      persecutions 

against        the Churchand      against the 

Holy      Father." 

G. "she (Russia) will spread      her errors 

throughout      the world, causing       wars 

and  persecutions      against the Church. 

The      good will be martyred,       the Holy 

Father  will      have   much to      suffer, 

various      nations will be       annihilated." 



        The Key To The Drama 

        The question occurs: why this construction of the Secret in two parts? What meaning might 

it have? 

        First of all it seems that this text, where twice in a row the most attractive promises alternate 

with the most terrifying chastisements, is much more eloquent, more convincing, more 

persuasive than a straightforward exposition would be, simply listing events as they follow 

chronologically. 

        However, there is something else also. This duplication, this "rebounding" effect of the 

prophecy, in which are repeated the same themes corresponding to each other with precision, 

visibly tends to underline the capital, decisive importance of the sentence found in the center of 

the exposition. This becomes the key phrase. 

        In expressing the requests of Heaven as precisely as possible, She [Our Lady] puts forward 

the unique condition of salvation, the unique remedy for all the terrible evils mentioned in the 

text, and which are stated again even more vigorously: "To prevent this (the chastisements) I 

shall come to ask for the consecration of Russia to My Immaculate Heart and the Communion of 

Reparation on the First Saturdays." 

        This is the heart of the drama. The structure of the text brings this out in the most striking 

way. This is the key to the prophecy, for everything depends on this twofold request: everything 

which precedes it and everything which comes after it. Placed in the center of the presentation of 

promises and chastisements, it clearly stands out as the unique condition of their fulfillment.         

        For the complete article by Frère Michel that includes this analysis, see "At This Time of 

World Crisis: Fatima Is Our Only Hope", in Issue 34 of The Fatima Crusader. 

Notes: 

1. English translation of text in Sister Lucy, "Fourth Memoir", Fatima in Lucia’s Own Words, (Postulation Centre, 

Fatima, Portugal, 1976) p. 162. See also Sister Lucy, Memorias e Cartas da Irma Lucia, (Porto, Portugal, 1973, 

edited by Father Antonio Maria Martins) pp. 340-341; in Sister Lucy’s own handwriting there is no ellipsis after the 

"etc.". See also Frère Michel de la Sainte Trinité, The Whole Truth About Fatima – Volume I: Science and the 

Facts, (Immaculate Heart Publications, Buffalo, New York, U.S.A., 1989) p. 182. 
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        In her Fourth Memoir (dated December 8, 1941), Sister Lucy copied the first two parts of 

the Fatima Secret word-for-word – including what appears to be the conclusion to the whole 

Secret: 

        In the end, My Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to 

Me, and she will be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world. 

Partial Text of the Third Secret 
 

        Sister Lucy then immediately added the following text to her Fourth Memoir:   

        In Portugal the dogma of the Faith will always be preserved etc.  

Commentary 

        Fatima scholars have been unanimous in their belief that this phrase begins the third part of 

the Secret and the word "etc." that Sister Lucy wrote indicates the rest of the words Our Lady 

spoke in the text of the Third Secret. 

        Here it must be noted that immediately following the words "In Portugal the dogma of the 

Faith will always be preserved etc.", Our Lady said to Sister Lucy: "Tell this to no one. Yes you 

may tell it to Francisco." The "this" that can be told to Francisco refers to the last thing said 

during the vision. If it was only a vision, without an explanation, then Francisco didn't need to be 

told anything, because he had just seen it himself already. But if "this" refers to additional words 

of the Virgin by way of explanation of the vision, then Francisco would have to be told because, 

as we know, he could not hear Our Lady during the Fatima apparitions. Francisco saw but did 

not hear, and would thus have needed to be informed about what Our Lady had said about the 

vision.  

        Nor can one argue plausibly that "you may tell it to Francisco" refers merely to the words 

Our Lady spoke during the second part of the Secret. The phrase "Tell this to no one. Yes, you 

may tell it to Francisco" follows immediately after "In Portugal the dogma of the Faith will 

always be preserved etc."
1
 Clearly, then, the "etc." indicates the words, not yet written down, that 

Sister Lucy could tell Francisco orally. Those words clearly belong to the Third Secret, which 

was finally written down in 1944 under orders from the Bishop of Fatima.  

Vatican’s Version of the Third Secret, Released on June 26, 2000 

        On June 26, 2000, the Vatican released what they claim to be the "third part" of the Secret 

of Fatima, given by Our Lady to the three shepherd children on July 13, 1917, but this text 

contains no actual words of Our Lady indicated by the "etc.". The text that the Vatican released 

is as follows: 

        After the two parts which I have already explained, at the left of Our Lady and a little 

above, we saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that 

looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the splendour 



that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand: pointing to the earth with his right hand, 

the Angel cried out in a loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!’. And we saw in an immense 

light that is God: ‘something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of 

it’ a Bishop dressed in White ‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father’. Other Bishops, 

Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big 

Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father 

passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain 

and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of 

the mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who 

fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the other 

Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and 

positions. Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels, each with a crystal 

aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled 

the souls that were making their way to God.
2
 

        Commentary 

        There are many reasons for stating that the above text cannot be the whole Third Secret. 

First, there is solid evidence that the text above is, at best, part of the notebooks of Sister Lucy – 

not the actual 25-line letter in which Sister Lucy gives the actual words of Our Lady. For a 

comparison between the alleged Third Secret released on June 26, 2000 and the Third Secret text 

that has been alluded to by various witnesses, see Chapter 12 of The Devil’s Final Battle. There 

is also the testimony of what the text actually contains from people who have read it or studied it 

thoroughly (see Chapter 13 of The Devil’s Final Battle).  

        A year and a half after the release of the alleged Third Secret, Msgr. (now Cardinal) 

Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and co-author of 

the Commentary on the vision that was released on June 26, 2000, held an interview with Sister 

Lucy. The November 17, 2001 "interview" consisted of nothing more than Bertone’s Italian 

language report of what Sister Lucy is supposed to have said in Portuguese. According to 

Bertone, Sister Lucy said that the consecration of the world in 1984 has been "accepted by 

heaven" (for what purpose she did not say), and that "everything has been published."  

        The "interview", which Bertone claims went on for two hours, contains only 44 words 

alleged to be from the mouth of Sister Lucy concerning the matters in controversy (the 

consecration of Russia and the Third Secret). No transcript or other independent record of the 

"interview" has ever been provided, making it impossible to determine what exactly Sister Lucy 

was asked during the closeted two hour interrogation, or the context of the 44 words she is 

alleged to have uttered during those unrecorded two hours. [The numerous suspicious 

circumstances of this secret "interview" are analyzed in Chapter 14 of The Devil’s Final Battle, 

entitled "Let Us Hear the Witness, for Heaven’s Sake"].  

        Related Articles: 

        June 26, 2000 Hoax 

        The Devil’s Final Battle 

http://www.devilsfinalbattle.com/ch12.htm
http://www.devilsfinalbattle.com/ch13.htm
http://www.devilsfinalbattle.com/ch14.htm
http://www.fatima.org/thirdsecret/hoax.asp
http://www.devilsfinalbattle.com/


Notes: 

1. Father Fabrice Delestre, Society of St. Pius X, "June 26, 2000: Revelation of the Third Secret of Fatima or a 

Curtailed Revelation", SSPX Asia Newsletter, July-August 2000, p. 24. 

2. English translation of Sister Lucy, "Third Part of the ‘Secret’ ", in Archbishop Tarcisio Bertone, S.D.B., and 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, The Message of Fatima, June 26, 2000, p. 21. 
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CONGREGATION 
FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH   

THE MESSAGE 

OF FATIMA      

INTRODUCTION   

As the second millennium gives way to the third, Pope John Paul II has decided to publish
the text of the third part of the â€œsecret of Fatimaâ€. 

The twentieth century was one of the most crucial in human history, with its tragic and cruel
events culminating in the assassination attempt on the â€œsweet Christ on earthâ€. Now a
veil is drawn back on a series of events which make history and interpret it in depth, in a
spiritual perspective alien to present-day attitudes, often tainted with rationalism. 

Throughout history there have been supernatural apparitions and signs which go to the heart
of human events and which, to the surprise of believers and non-believers alike, play their
part in the unfolding of history. These manifestations can never contradict the content of
faith, and must therefore have their focus in the core of Christ's proclamation: the Father's
love which leads men and women to conversion and bestows the grace required to abandon
oneself to him with filial devotion. This too is the message of Fatima which, with its urgent
call to conversion and penance, draws us to the heart of the Gospel. 

Fatima is undoubtedly the most prophetic of modern apparitions. The first and second parts
of the â€œsecretâ€â€”which are here published in sequence so as to complete the
documentationâ€”refer especially to the frightening vision of hell, devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, the Second World War, and finally the prediction of the immense
damage that Russia would do to humanity by abandoning the Christian faith and embracing
Communist totalitarianism. 

In 1917 no one could have imagined all this: the three pastorinhos of Fatima see, listen and
remember, and Lucia, the surviving witness, commits it all to paper when ordered to do so by
the Bishop of Leiria and with Our Lady's permission. 

For the account of the first two parts of the â€œsecretâ€, which have already been published
and are therefore known, we have chosen the text written by Sister Lucia in the Third
Memoir of 31 August 1941; some annotations were added in the Fourth Memoir of 8
December 1941. 

The third part of the â€œsecretâ€ was written â€œby order of His Excellency the Bishop of
Leiria and the Most Holy Mother ...â€ on 3 January 1944. 
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There is only one manuscript, which is here reproduced photostatically. The sealed envelope
was initially in the custody of the Bishop of Leiria. To ensure better protection for the
â€œsecretâ€ the envelope was placed in the Secret Archives of the Holy Office on 4 April
1957. The Bishop of Leiria informed Sister Lucia of this. 

According to the records of the Archives, the Commissary of the Holy Office, Father Pierre
Paul Philippe, OP, with the agreement of Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani, brought the
envelopecontaining the third part of the â€œsecret of Fatimaâ€ to Pope John XXIII on 17
August 1959. â€œAfter some hesitationâ€, His Holiness said: â€œWe shall wait. I shall pray.

I shall let you know what I decideâ€.(1) 

In fact Pope John XXIII decided to return the sealed envelope to the Holy Office and not to
reveal the third part of the â€œsecretâ€. 

Paul VI read the contents with the Substitute, Archbishop Angelo Dell'Acqua, on 27 March
1965, and returned the envelope to the Archives of the Holy Office, deciding not to publish
the text. 

John Paul II, for his part, asked for the envelope containing the third part of the â€œsecretâ€
following the assassination attempt on 13 May 1981. On 18 July 1981 Cardinal Franjo
Å eper, Prefect of the Congregation, gave two envelopes to Archbishop Eduardo MartÃnez
Somalo, Substitute of the Secretariat of State: one white envelope, containing Sister Lucia's
original text in Portuguese; the other orange, with the Italian translation of the â€œsecretâ€.
On the following 11 August, Archbishop MartÃnez returned the two envelopes to the

Archives of the Holy Office.(2) 

As is well known, Pope John Paul II immediately thought of consecrating the world to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary and he himself composed a prayer for what he called an â€œAct
of Entrustmentâ€, which was to be celebrated in the Basilica of Saint Mary Major on 7 June
1981, the Solemnity of Pentecost, the day chosen to commemorate the 1600th anniversary of
the First Council of Constantinople and the 1550th anniversary of the Council of Ephesus.
Since the Pope was unable to be present, his recorded Address was broadcast. The following
is the part which refers specifically to the Act of Entrustment: 

â€œMother of all individuals and peoples, you know all their sufferings and hopes. In your
motherly heart you feel all the struggles between good and evil, between light and darkness,
that convulse the world: accept the plea which we make in the Holy Spirit directly to your
heart, and embrace with the love of the Mother and Handmaid of the Lord those who most
await this embrace, and also those whose act of entrustment you too await in a particular

way. Take under your motherly protection the whole human family, which with affectionate
love we entrust to you, O Mother. May there dawn for everyone the time of peace and

freedom, the time of truth, of justice and of hopeâ€.(3) 

In order to respond more fully to the requests of â€œOur Ladyâ€, the Holy Father desired to
make more explicit during the Holy Year of the Redemption the Act of Entrustment of 7 May
1981, which had been repeated in Fatima on 13 May 1982. On 25 March 1984 in Saint
Peter's Square, while recalling the fiat uttered by Mary at the Annunciation, the Holy Father,
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in spiritual union with the Bishops of the world, who had been â€œconvokedâ€ beforehand,
entrusted all men and women and all peoples to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, in terms
which recalled the heartfelt words spoken in 1981: 

â€œO Mother of all men and women, and of all peoples, you who know all their sufferings
and their hopes, you who have a mother's awareness of all the struggles between good and
evil, between light and darkness, which afflict the modern world, accept the cry which we,
moved by the Holy Spirit, address directly to your Heart. Embrace with the love of the
Mother and Handmaid of the Lord, this human world of ours, which we entrust and
consecrate to you, for we are full of concern for the earthly and eternal destiny of individuals
and peoples. 

In a special way we entrust and consecrate to you those individuals and nations which
particularly need to be thus entrusted and consecrated. 

â€˜We have recourse to your protection, holy Mother of God!'  Despise not our petitions in
our necessitiesâ€. 

The Pope then continued more forcefully and with more specific references, as though
commenting on the Message of Fatima in its sorrowful fulfilment: 

â€œBehold, as we stand before you, Mother of Christ, before your Immaculate Heart, we
desire, together with the whole Church, to unite ourselves with the consecration which, for
love of us, your Son made of himself to the Father: â€˜For their sake', he said, â€˜I
consecrate myself that they also may be consecrated in the truth' (Jn 17:19). We wish to unite
ourselves with our Redeemer in this his consecration for the world and for the human race,
which, in his divine Heart, has the power to obtain pardon and to secure reparation. 

The power of this consecrationlasts for all time and embraces all individuals, peoples and
nations. It overcomes every evil that the spirit of darkness is able to awaken, and has in fact
awakened in our times, in the heart of man and in his history. 

How deeply we feel the need for the consecration of humanity and the worldâ€”our modern
worldâ€”in union with Christ himself! For the redeeming work of Christ must be shared in
by the world through the Church. 

The present Year of the Redemption shows this: the special Jubilee of the whole Church. 

Above all creatures, may you be blessed, you, the Handmaid of the Lord, who in the fullest
way obeyed the divine call! 

Hail to you, who are wholly united to the redeeming consecration of your Son! 

Mother of the Church! Enlighten the People of God along the paths of faith, hope, and love!
Enlighten especially the peoples whose consecration and entrustment by us you are awaiting.
Help us to live in the truth of the consecration of Christ for the entire human family of the
modern world. 

In entrusting to you, O Mother, the world, all individuals and peoples, we also entrust to you
this very consecration of the world, placing it in your motherly Heart. 
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Immaculate Heart! Help us to conquer the menace of evil, which so easily takes root in the
hearts of the people of today, and whose immeasurable effects already weigh down upon our
modern world and seem to block the paths towards the future! 

From famine and war, deliver us. 

From nuclear war, from incalculable self-destruction, from every kind of war, deliver us. 

From sins against the life of man from its very beginning, deliver us. 

From hatred and from the demeaning of the dignity of the children of God, deliver us. 

From every kind of injustice in the life of society, both national and international, deliver us. 

From readiness to trample on the commandments of God, deliver us. 

From attempts to stifle in human hearts the very truth of God, deliver us. 

From the loss of awareness of good and evil, deliver us. 

From sins against the Holy Spirit, deliver us, deliver us. 

Accept, O Mother of Christ, this cry laden with the sufferings of all individual human beings,
laden with the sufferings of whole societies. 

Help us with the power of the Holy Spirit to conquer all sin: individual sin and the â€˜sin of
the world', sin in all its manifestations. 

Let there be revealed, once more, in the history of the world the infinite saving power of the
Redemption: the power of merciful Love! May it put a stop to evil! May it transform

consciences! May your Immaculate Heart reveal for all the light of Hope!â€.(4) 

Sister Lucia personally confirmed that this solemn and universal act of consecration
corresponded to what Our Lady wished (â€œSim, estÃ  feita, tal como Nossa Senhora a
pediu, desde o dia 25 de MarÃ§o de 1984â€: â€œYes it has been done just as Our Lady
asked, on 25 March 1984â€: Letter of 8 November 1989). Hence any further discussion or
request is without basis. 

In the documentation presented here four other texts have been added to the manuscripts of
Sister Lucia: 1) the Holy Father's letter of 19 April 2000 to Sister Lucia; 2) an account of the
conversation of 27 April 2000 with Sister Lucia; 3) the statement which the Holy Father
appointed Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Secretary of State, to read on 13 May 2000; 4) the
theological commentary by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith. 

Sister Lucia had already given an indication for interpreting the third part of the â€œsecretâ€
in a letter to the Holy Father, dated 12 May 1982: 

â€œThe third part of the secret refers to Our Lady's words: â€˜If not [Russia] will spread her
errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church. The good will be
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martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various nations will be annihilated'
(13-VII-1917). 

The third part of the secret is a symbolic revelation, referring to this part of the Message,
conditioned by whether we accept or not what the Message itself asks of us: â€˜If my
requests are heeded, Russia will be converted, and there will be peace; if not, she will spread
her errors throughout the world, etc.'. 

Since we did not heed this appeal of the Message, we see that it has been fulfilled, Russia has
invaded the world with her errors. And if we have not yet seen the complete fulfilment of the
final part of this prophecy, we are going towards it little by little with great strides. If we do
not reject the path of sin, hatred, revenge, injustice, violations of the rights of the human
person, immorality and violence, etc. 

And let us not say that it is God who is punishing us in this way; on the contrary it is people
themselves who are preparing their own punishment. In his kindness God warns us and calls
us to the right path, while respecting the freedom he has given us; hence people are

responsibleâ€.(5) 

The decision of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to make public the third part of the
â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima brings to an end a period of history marked by tragic human lust for
power and evil, yet pervaded by the merciful love of God and the watchful care of the
Mother of Jesus and of the Church.     

The action of God, the Lord of history, and the co-responsibility of man in the drama of his
creative freedom, are the two pillars upon which human history is built. 

Our Lady, who appeared at Fatima, recalls these forgotten values. She reminds us that man's
future is in God, and that we are active and responsible partners in creating that future. 

Tarcisio Bertone, SDB

Archbishop Emeritus of Vercelli
Secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 

      

THE â€œSECRETâ€ OF FATIMA     

FIRST AND SECOND PART OF THE â€œSECRETâ€ 

ACCORDING TO THE VERSION PRESENTED BY SISTER LUCIA 
IN THE â€œTHIRD MEMOIRâ€ OF 31 AUGUST 1941 FOR THE BISHOP OF LEIRIA-

FATIMA 

(original text)   
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(translation) (6)   

... This will entail my speaking about the secret, and thus answering the first question. 

What is the secret? It seems to me that I can reveal it, since I already have permission from
Heaven to do so. God's representatives on earth have authorized me to do this several times
and in various letters, one of which, I believe, is in your keeping. This letter is from Father
JosÃ© Bernardo GonÃ§alves, and in it he advises me to write to the Holy Father,
suggesting, among other things, that I should reveal the secret. I did say something about it.
But in order not to make my letter too long, since I was told to keep it short, I confined
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myself to the essentials, leaving it to God to provide another more favourable opportunity. 

In my second account I have already described in detail the doubt which tormented me from
13 June until 13 July, and how it disappeared completely during the Apparition on that day. 

Well, the secret is made up of three distinct parts, two of which I am now going to reveal. 

The first part is the vision of hell. 

Our Lady showed us a great sea of fire which seemed to be under the earth. Plunged in this
fire were demons and souls in human form, like transparent burning embers, all blackened or
burnished bronze, floating about in the conflagration, now raised into the air by the flames
that issued from within themselves together with great clouds of smoke, now falling back on
every side like sparks in a huge fire, without weight or equilibrium, and amid shrieks and
groans of pain and despair, which horrified us and made us tremble with fear. The demons
could be distinguished by their terrifying and repulsive likeness to frightful and unknown
animals, all black and transparent. This vision lasted but an instant. How can we ever be
grateful enough to our kind heavenly Mother, who had already prepared us by promising, in
the first Apparition, to take us to heaven. Otherwise, I think we would have died of fear and
terror. 

We then looked up at Our Lady, who said to us so kindly and so sadly: 

â€œYou have seen hell where the souls of poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes to
establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate Heart. If what I say to you is done, many
souls will be saved and there will be peace. The war is going to end: but if people do not
cease offending God, a worse one will break out during the Pontificate of Pius XI. When you
see a night illumined by an unknown light, know that this is the great sign given you by God
that he is about to punish the world for its crimes, by means of war, famine, and persecutions
of the Church and of the Holy Father. To prevent this, I shall come to ask for the consecration
of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of reparation on the First Saturdays.
If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted, and there will be peace; if not, she will
spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church. The
good will be martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various nations will be
annihilated. In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate
Russia to me, and she shall be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the

worldâ€.(7)     

 

THIRD PART OF THE â€œSECRETâ€ 
(original text)    
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(translation) (8) 

  

â€œJ.M.J. 

The third part of the secret revealed at the Cova da Iria-Fatima, on 13 July 1917. 

I write in obedience to you, my God, who command me to do so through his Excellency the
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Bishop of Leiria and through your Most Holy Mother and mine. 

After the two parts which I have already explained, at the left of Our Lady and a little above,
we saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that
looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the
splendour that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand: pointing to the earth with
his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice: â€˜Penance, Penance, Penance!'. And we
saw in an immense light that is God: â€˜something similar to how people appear in a mirror
when they pass in front of it' a Bishop dressed in White â€˜we had the impression that it was
the Holy Father'. Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep
mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree
with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins
and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls
of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at the
foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at
him, and in the same way there died one after another the other Bishops, Priests, men and
women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions. Beneath the two
arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a crystal aspersorium in his hand, in
which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were
making their way to God. 

Tuy-3-1-1944â€.   

  

INTERPRETATION OF THE â€œSECRETâ€   

  

LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II 
TO SISTER LUCIA 

(original text) 
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(translation)     

To the Reverend Sister 
Maria Lucia 

of the Convent of Coimbra   

In the great joy of Easter, I greet you with the words the Risen Jesus spoke to the disciples:
â€œPeace be with youâ€! 
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I will be happy to be able to meet you on the long-awaited day of the Beatification of
Francisco and Jacinta, which, please God, I will celebrate on 13 May of this year. 

Since on that day there will be time only for a brief greeting and not a conversation, I am
sending His Excellency Archbishop Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, to speak with you. This is the Congregation which works most closely
with the Pope in defending the true Catholic faith, and which since 1957, as you know, has
kept your hand-written letter containing the third part of the â€œsecretâ€ revealed on 13 July
1917 at Cova da Iria, Fatima. 

Archbishop Bertone, accompanied by the Bishop of Leiria, His Excellency Bishop Serafim
de Sousa Ferreira e Silva, will come in my name to ask certain questions about the
interpretation of â€œthe third part of the secretâ€. 

Sister Maria Lucia, you may speak openly and candidly to Archbishop Bertone, who will
report your answers directly to me. 

I pray fervently to the Mother of the Risen Lord for you, Reverend Sister, for the Community
of Coimbra and for the whole Church. May Mary, Mother of pilgrim humanity, keep us
always united to Jesus, her beloved Son and our brother, the Lord of life and glory. 

With my special Apostolic Blessing.   

IOANNES PAULUS PP. II   

From the Vatican, 19 April 2000.    

  

CONVERSATION 
WITH SISTER MARIA LUCIA OF JESUS 

AND THE IMMACULATE HEART   

The meeting between Sister Lucia, Archbishop Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, sent by the Holy Father, and Bishop Serafim de
Sousa Ferreira e Silva, Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, took place on Thursday, 27 April 2000, in
the Carmel of Saint Teresa in Coimbra. 

Sister Lucia was lucid and at ease; she was very happy that the Holy Father was going to
Fatima for the Beatification of Francisco and Jacinta, something she had looked forward to
for a long time. 

The Bishop of Leiria-Fatima read the autograph letter of the Holy Father, which explained
the reasons for the visit. Sister Lucia felt honoured by this and reread the letter herself,
contemplating it in own her hands. She said that she was prepared to answer all questions
frankly. 

At this point, Archbishop Bertone presented two envelopes to her: the first containing the
second, which held the third part of the â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima. Immediately, touching it with
her fingers, she said: â€œThis is my letterâ€, and then while reading it: â€œThis is my
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writingâ€. 

The original text, in Portuguese, was read and interpreted with the help of the Bishop of
Leiria-Fatima. Sister Lucia agreed with the interpretation that the third part of the
â€œsecretâ€ was a prophetic vision, similar to those in sacred history. She repeated her
conviction that the vision of Fatima concerns above all the struggle of atheistic Communism
against the Church and against Christians, and describes the terrible sufferings of the victims
of the faith in the twentieth century. 

When asked: â€œIs the principal figure in the vision the Pope?â€, Sister Lucia replied at
once that it was. She recalled that the three children were very sad about the suffering of the
Pope, and that Jacinta kept saying: â€œCoitadinho do Santo Padre, tenho muita pena dos
pecadores!â€ (â€œPoor Holy Father, I am very sad for sinners!â€). Sister Lucia continued:
â€œWe did not know the name of the Pope; Our Lady did not tell us the name of the Pope;
we did not know whether it was Benedict XV or Pius XII or Paul VI or John Paul II; but it
was the Pope who was suffering and that made us suffer tooâ€. 

As regards the passage about the Bishop dressed in white, that is, the Holy Fatherâ€”as the
children immediately realized during the â€œvisionâ€â€”who is struck dead and falls to the
ground, Sister Lucia was in full agreement with the Pope's claim that â€œit was a mother's
hand that guided the bullet's path and in his throes the Pope halted at the threshold of deathâ€
(Pope John Paul II, Meditation from the Policlinico Gemelli to the Italian Bishops, 13 May
1994). 

Before giving the sealed envelope containing the third part of the â€œsecretâ€ to the then
Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, Sister Lucia wrote on the outside envelope that it could be opened
only after 1960, either by the Patriarch of Lisbon or the Bishop of Leiria. Archbishop
Bertone therefore asked: â€œWhy only after 1960? Was it Our Lady who fixed that date?â€
Sister Lucia replied: â€œIt was not Our Lady. I fixed the date because I had the intuition that
before 1960 it would not be understood, but that only later would it be understood. Now it
can be better understood. I wrote down what I saw; however it was not for me to interpret it,
but for the Pope. 

Finally, mention was made of the unpublished manuscript which Sister Lucia has prepared as
a reply to the many letters that come from Marian devotees and from pilgrims. The work is
called Os apelos da Mensagem de Fatima, and it gathers together in the style of catechesis
and exhortation thoughts and reflections which express Sister Lucia's feelings and her clear
and unaffected spirituality. She was asked if she would be happy to have it published, and
she replied: â€œIf the Holy Father agrees, then I am happy, otherwise I obey whatever the
Holy Father decidesâ€. Sister Lucia wants to present the text for ecclesiastical approval, and
she hopes that what she has written will help to guide men and women of good will along the
path that leads to God, the final goal of every human longing.The conversation ends with an
exchange of rosaries. Sister Lucia is given a rosary sent by the Holy Father, and she in turn
offers a number of rosaries made by herself. 

The meeting concludes with the blessing imparted in the name of the Holy Father.     
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ANNOUNCEMENT MADE BY CARDINAL ANGELO SODANO 
SECRETARY OF STATE   

At the end of the Mass presided over by the Holy Father at Fatima, Cardinal Angelo Sodano,
the Secretary of State, made this announcement in Portuguese, which is given here in English
translation:   

Brothers and Sisters in the Lord!   

At the conclusion of this solemn celebration, I feel bound to offer our beloved Holy Father
Pope John Paul II, on behalf of all present, heartfelt good wishes for his approaching 80th
Birthday and to thank him for his vital pastoral ministry for the good of all God's Holy
Church; we present the heartfelt wishes of the whole Church. 

On this solemn occasion of his visit to Fatima, His Holiness has directed me to make an
announcement to you. As you know, the purpose of his visit to Fatima has been to beatify the
two â€œlittle shepherdsâ€. Nevertheless he also wishes his pilgrimage to be a renewed
gesture of gratitude to Our Lady for her protection during these years of his papacy. This
protection seems also to be linked to the so-called third part of the â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima. 

That text contains a prophetic vision similar to those found in Sacred Scripture, which do not
describe photographically the details of future events, but synthesize and compress against a
single background facts which extend through time in an unspecified succession and
duration. As a result, the text must be interpreted in a symbolic key. 

The vision of Fatima concerns above all the war waged by atheistic systems against the
Church and Christians, and it describes the immense suffering endured by the witnesses of
the faith in the last century of the second millennium. It is an interminable Way of the Cross
led by the Popes of the twentieth century. 

According to the interpretation of the â€œlittle shepherdsâ€, which was also confirmed
recently by Sister Lucia, â€œthe Bishop clothed in whiteâ€ who prays for all the faithful is
the Pope. As he makes his way with great difficulty towards the Cross amid the corpses of
those who were martyred (Bishops, priests, men and women Religious and many lay people),
he too falls to the ground, apparently dead, under a hail of gunfire. 

After the assassination attempt of 13 May 1981, it appeared evident that it was â€œa
mother's hand that guided the bullet's pathâ€, enabling â€œthe Pope in his throesâ€ to halt
â€œat the threshold of deathâ€ (Pope John Paul II, Meditation from the Policlinico Gemelli
to the Italian Bishops, Insegnamenti, XVII, 1 [1994], 1061). On the occasion of a visit to
Rome by the then Bishop of Leiria-Fatima, the Pope decided to give him the bullet which
had remained in the jeep after the assassination attempt, so that it might be kept in the shrine.
By the Bishop's decision, the bullet was later set in the crown of the statue of Our Lady of
Fatima. 

The successive events of 1989 led, both in the Soviet Union and in a number of countries of
Eastern Europe, to the fall of the Communist regimes which promoted atheism. For this too
His Holiness offers heartfelt thanks to the Most Holy Virgin. In other parts of the world,
however, attacks against the Church and against Christians, with the burden of suffering they
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bring, tragically continue. Even if the events to which the third part of the â€œsecretâ€ of
Fatima refers now seem part of the past, Our Lady's call to conversion and penance, issued at
the start of the twentieth century, remains timely and urgent today. â€œThe Lady of the
message seems to read the signs of the timesâ€”the signs of our timeâ€”with special insight...
The insistent invitation of Mary Most Holy to penance is nothing but the manifestation of her
maternal concern for the fate of the human family, in need of conversion and forgivenessâ€
(Pope John Paul II, Message for the 1997 World Day of the Sick, No. 1, Insegnamenti, XIX, 2
[1996], 561). 

In order that the faithful may better receive the message of Our Lady of Fatima, the Pope has
charged the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith with making public the third part of
the â€œsecretâ€, after the preparation of an appropriate commentary. 

Brothers and sisters, let us thank Our Lady of Fatima for her protection. To her maternal
intercession let us entrust the Church of the Third Millennium.   

Sub tuum praesidium confugimus, Sancta Dei Genetrix! Intercede pro Ecclesia. Intercede pro
Papa nostro Ioanne Paulo II. Amen.   

Fatima, 13 May 2000     

  

THEOLOGICAL COMMENTARY   

A careful reading of the text of the so-called third â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima, published here in
its entirety long after the fact and by decision of the Holy Father, will probably prove
disappointing or surprising after all the speculation it has stirred. No great mystery is
revealed; nor is the future unveiled. We see the Church of the martyrs of the century which
has just passed represented in a scene described in a language which is symbolic and not
easy to decipher. Is this what the Mother of the Lord wished to communicate to Christianity
and to humanity at a time of great difficulty and distress? Is it of any help to us at the
beginning of the new millennium? Or are these only projections of the inner world of
children, brought up in a climate of profound piety but shaken at the same time by the
tempests which threatened their own time? How should we understand the vision? What are
we to make of it?   

Public Revelation and private revelations â€“ their theological status   

Before attempting an interpretation, the main lines of which can be found in the statement
read by Cardinal Sodano on 13 May of this year at the end of the Mass celebrated by the
Holy Father in Fatima, there is a need for some basic clarification of the way in which,
according to Church teaching, phenomena such as Fatima are to be understood within the life
of faith. The teaching of the Church distinguishes between â€œpublic Revelationâ€ and
â€œprivate revelationsâ€. The two realities differ not only in degree but also in essence. The
term â€œpublic Revelationâ€ refers to the revealing action of God directed to humanity as a
whole and which finds its literary expression in the two parts of the Bible: the Old and New
Testaments. It is called â€œRevelationâ€ because in it God gradually made himself known to
men, to the point of becoming man himself, in order to draw to himself the whole world and
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unite it with himself through his Incarnate Son, Jesus Christ. It is not a matter therefore of
intellectual communication, but of a life-giving process in which God comes to meet man. At
the same time this process naturally produces data pertaining to the mind and to the
understanding of the mystery of God. It is a process which involves man in his entirety and
therefore reason as well, but not reason alone. Because God is one, history, which he shares
with humanity, is also one. It is valid for all time, and it has reached its fulfilment in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Christ, God has said everything, that is, he has
revealed himself completely, and therefore Revelation came to an end with the fulfilment of
the mystery of Christ as enunciated in the New Testament. To explain the finality and
completeness of Revelation, the Catechism of the Catholic Church quotes a text of Saint
John of the Cross: â€œIn giving us his Son, his only Word (for he possesses no other), he
spoke everything to us at once in this sole Wordâ€”and he has no more to say... because what
he spoke before to the prophets in parts, he has now spoken all at once by giving us the All
Who is His Son. Any person questioning God or desiring some vision or revelation would be
guilty not only of foolish behaviour but also of offending him, by not fixing his eyes entirely
upon Christ and by living with the desire for some other noveltyâ€ (No. 65; Saint John of the
Cross,The Ascent of Mount Carmel, II, 22).   

Because the single Revelation of God addressed to all peoples comes to completion with
Christ and the witness borne to him in the books of the New Testament, the Church is tied to
this unique event of sacred history and to the word of the Bible, which guarantees and
interprets it. But this does not mean that the Church can now look only to the past and that
she is condemned to sterile repetition. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says in this
regard: â€œ...even if Revelation is already complete, it has not been made fully explicit; it
remains for Christian faith gradually to grasp its full significance over the course of the
centuriesâ€ (No. 66). The way in which the Church is bound to both the uniqueness of the
event and progress in understanding it is very well illustrated in the farewell discourse of the
Lord when, taking leave of his disciples, he says: â€œI have yet many things to say to you,
but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth; for he will not speak on his own authority... He will glorify me, for he will take what is
mine and declare it to youâ€ (Jn 16:12-14). On the one hand, the Spirit acts as a guide who
discloses a knowledge previously unreachable because the premise was missingâ€”this is the
boundless breadth and depth of Christian faith. On the other hand, to be guided by the Spirit
is also â€œto draw fromâ€ the riches of Jesus Christ himself, the inexhaustible depths of
which appear in the way the Spirit leads. In this regard, the Catechism cites profound words
of Pope Gregory the Great: â€œThe sacred Scriptures grow with the one who reads themâ€
(No. 94; Gregory the Great,Homilia in Ezechielem I, 7, 8). The Second Vatican Council notes
three essential ways in which the Spirit guides in the Church, and therefore three ways in
which â€œthe word growsâ€: through the meditation and study of the faithful, through the
deep understanding which comes from spiritual experience, and through the preaching of
â€œthose who, in the succession of the episcopate, have received the sure charism of truthâ€
(Dei Verbum, 8). 

In this context, it now becomes possible to understand rightly the concept of â€œprivate
revelationâ€, which refers to all the visions and revelations which have taken place since the
completion of the New Testament. This is the category to which we must assign the message
of Fatima. In this respect, let us listen once again to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
â€œThroughout the ages, there have been so-called â€˜private' revelations, some of which
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have been recognized by the authority of the Church... It is not their role to complete Christ's
definitive Revelation, but to help live more fully by it in a certain period of historyâ€ (No.
67). This clarifies two things:   

1. The authority of private revelations is essentially different from that of the definitive
public Revelation. The latter demands faith; in it in fact God himself speaks to us through
human words and the mediation of the living community of the Church. Faith in God and in
his word is different from any other human faith, trust or opinion. The certainty that it is God
who is speaking gives me the assurance that I am in touch with truth itself. It gives me a
certitude which is beyond verification by any human way of knowing. It is the certitude upon
which I build my life and to which I entrust myself in dying.   

2. Private revelation is a help to this faith, and shows its credibility precisely by leading me
back to the definitive public Revelation. In this regard, Cardinal Prospero Lambertini, the
future Pope Benedict XIV, says in his classic treatise, which later became normative for
beatifications and canonizations: â€œAn assent of Catholic faith is not due to revelations
approved in this way; it is not even possible. These revelations seek rather an assent of
human faith in keeping with the requirements of prudence, which puts them before us as
probable and credible to pietyâ€. The Flemish theologian E. Dhanis, an eminent scholar in
this field, states succinctly that ecclesiastical approval of a private revelation has three
elements: the message contains nothing contrary to faith or morals; it is lawful to make it
public; and the faithful are authorized to accept it with prudence (E. Dhanis,Sguardo su
Fatima e bilancio di una discussione, in La CiviltÃ  Cattolica 104 [1953], II, 392-406, in
particular 397). Such a message can be a genuine help in understanding the Gospel and
living it better at a particular moment in time; therefore it should not be disregarded. It is a
help which is offered, but which one is not obliged to use.   

The criterion for the truth and value of a private revelation is therefore its orientation to
Christ himself. When it leads us away from him, when it becomes independent of him or
even presents itself as another and better plan of salvation, more important than the Gospel,
then it certainly does not come from the Holy Spirit, who guides us more deeply into the
Gospel and not away from it. This does not mean that a private revelation will not offer new
emphases or give rise to new devotional forms, or deepen and spread older forms. But in all
of this there must be a nurturing of faith, hope and love, which are the unchanging path to
salvation for everyone. We might add that private revelations often spring from popular piety
and leave their stamp on it, giving it a new impulse and opening the way for new forms of it.
Nor does this exclude that they will have an effect even on the liturgy, as we see for instance
in the feasts of Corpus Christi and of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. From one point of view, the
relationship between Revelation and private revelations appears in the relationship between
the liturgy and popular piety: the liturgy is the criterion, it is the living form of the Church as
a whole, fed directly by the Gospel. Popular piety is a sign that the faith is spreading its roots
into the heart of a people in such a way that it reaches into daily life. Popular religiosity is
the first and fundamental mode of â€œinculturationâ€ of the faith. While it must always take
its lead and direction from the liturgy, it in turn enriches the faith by involving the heart.   

We have thus moved from the somewhat negative clarifications, initially needed, to a
positive definition of private revelations. How can they be classified correctly in relation to
Scripture? To which theological category do they belong? The oldest letter of Saint Paul
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which has been preserved, perhaps the oldest of the New Testament texts, the First Letter to
the Thessalonians, seems to me to point the way. The Apostle says: â€œDo not quench the
Spirit, do not despise prophesying, but test everything, holding fast to what is goodâ€
(5:19-21). In every age the Church has received the charism of prophecy, which must be
scrutinized but not scorned. On this point, it should be kept in mind that prophecy in the
biblical sense does not mean to predict the future but to explain the will of God for the
present, and therefore show the right path to take for the future. A person who foretells what
is going to happen responds to the curiosity of the mind, which wants to draw back the veil
on the future. The prophet speaks to the blindness of will and of reason, and declares the will
of God as an indication and demand for the present time. In this case, prediction of the future
is of secondary importance. What is essential is the actualization of the definitive Revelation,
which concerns me at the deepest level. The prophetic word is a warning or a consolation, or
both together. In this sense there is a link between the charism of prophecy and the category
of â€œthe signs of the timesâ€, which Vatican II brought to light anew: â€œYou know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky; why then do you not know how to interpret the
present time?â€ (Lk 12:56). In this saying of Jesus, the â€œsigns of the timesâ€ must be
understood as the path he was taking, indeed it must be understood as Jesus himself. To
interpret the signs of the times in the light of faith means to recognize the presence of Christ
in every age. In the private revelations approved by the Churchâ€”and therefore also in
Fatimaâ€”this is the point: they help us to understand the signs of the times and to respond to
them rightly in faith.   

The anthropological structure of private revelations   

In these reflections we have sought so far to identify the theological status of private
revelations. Before undertaking an interpretation of the message of Fatima, we must still
attempt briefly to offer some clarification of their anthropological (psychological) character.
In this field, theological anthropology distinguishes three forms of perception or
â€œvisionâ€: vision with the senses, and hence exterior bodily perception, interior
perception, and spiritual vision (visio sensibilis - imaginativa - intellectualis). It is clear that
in the visions of Lourdes, Fatima and other places it is not a question of normal exterior
perception of the senses: the images and forms which are seen are not located spatially, as is
the case for example with a tree or a house. This is perfectly obvious, for instance, as regards
the vision of hell (described in the first part of the Fatima â€œsecretâ€) or even the vision
described in the third part of the â€œsecretâ€. But the same can be very easily shown with
regard to other visions, especially since not everybody present saw them, but only the
â€œvisionariesâ€. It is also clear that it is not a matter of a â€œvisionâ€ in the mind, without
images, as occurs at the higher levels of mysticism. Therefore we are dealing with the middle
category, interior perception. For the visionary, this perception certainly has the force of a
presence, equivalent for that person to an external manifestation to the senses.   

Interior vision does not mean fantasy, which would be no more than an expression of the
subjective imagination. It means rather that the soul is touched by something real, even if
beyond the senses. It is rendered capable of seeing that which is beyond the senses, that
which cannot be seenâ€”seeing by means of the â€œinterior sensesâ€. It involves true
â€œobjectsâ€, which touch the soul, even if these â€œobjectsâ€ do not belong to our habitual
sensory world. This is why there is a need for an interior vigilance of the heart, which is
usually precluded by the intense pressure of external reality and of the images and thoughts
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which fill the soul. The person is led beyond pure exteriority and is touched by deeper
dimensions of reality, which become visible to him. Perhaps this explains why children tend
to be the ones to receive these apparitions: their souls are as yet little disturbed, their interior
powers of perception are still not impaired. â€œOn the lips of children and of babes you have
found praiseâ€, replies Jesus with a phrase of Psalm 8 (v. 3) to the criticism of the High
Priests and elders, who had judged the children's cries of â€œhosannaâ€ inappropriate (cf. Mt
21:16).   

â€œInterior visionâ€ is not fantasy but, as we have said, a true and valid means of
verification. But it also has its limitations. Even in exterior vision the subjective element is
always present. We do not see the pure object, but it comes to us through the filter of our
senses, which carry out a work of translation. This is still more evident in the case of interior
vision, especially when it involves realities which in themselves transcend our horizon. The
subject, the visionary, is still more powerfully involved. He sees insofar as he is able, in the
modes of representation and consciousness available to him. In the case of interior vision, the
process of translation is even more extensive than in exterior vision, for the subject shares in
an essential way in the formation of the image of what appears. He can arrive at the image
only within the bounds of his capacities and possibilities. Such visions therefore are never
simple â€œphotographsâ€ of the other world, but are influenced by the potentialities and
limitations of the perceiving subject.   

This can be demonstrated in all the great visions of the saints; and naturally it is also true of
the visions of the children at Fatima. The images described by them are by no means a
simple expression of their fantasy, but the result of a real perception of a higher and interior
origin. But neither should they be thought of as if for a moment the veil of the other world
were drawn back, with heaven appearing in its pure essence, as one day we hope to see it in
our definitive union with God. Rather the images are, in a manner of speaking, a synthesis of
the impulse coming from on high and the capacity to receive this impulse in the visionaries,
that is, the children. For this reason, the figurative language of the visions is symbolic. In this
regard, Cardinal Sodano stated: â€œ[they] do not describe photographically the details of
future events, but synthesize and compress against a single background facts which extend
through time in an unspecified succession and durationâ€. This compression of time and
place in a single image is typical of such visions, which for the most part can be deciphered
only in retrospect. Not every element of the vision has to have a specific historical sense. It is
the vision as a whole that matters, and the details must be understood on the basis of the
images taken in their entirety. The central element of the image is revealed where it coincides
with what is the focal point of Christian â€œprophecyâ€ itself: the centre is found where the
vision becomes a summons and a guide to the will of God. 

An attempt to interpret the â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima 

The first and second parts of the â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima have already been so amply
discussed in the relative literature that there is no need to deal with them again here. I would
just like to recall briefly the most significant point. For one terrible moment, the children
were given a vision of hell. They saw the fall of â€œthe souls of poor sinnersâ€. And now
they are told why they have been exposed to this moment: â€œin order to save soulsâ€â€”to
show the way to salvation. The words of the First Letter of Peter come to mind: â€œAs the
outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your soulsâ€ (1:9). To reach this goal, the
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way indicated â€”surprisingly for people from the Anglo-Saxon and German cultural
worldâ€”is devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. A brief comment may suffice to
explain this. In biblical language, the â€œheartâ€ indicates the centre of human life, the point
where reason, will, temperament and sensitivity converge, where the person finds his unity
and his interior orientation. According to Matthew 5:8, the â€œimmaculate heartâ€ is a heart
which, with God's grace, has come to perfect interior unity and therefore â€œsees Godâ€. To
be â€œdevotedâ€ to the Immaculate Heart of Mary means therefore to embrace this attitude
of heart, which makes the fiatâ€”â€œyour will be doneâ€â€”the defining centre of one's
whole life. It might be objected that we should not place a human being between ourselves
and Christ. But then we remember that Paul did not hesitate to say to his communities:
â€œimitate meâ€ (1 Cor 4:16; Phil 3:17; 1 Th 1:6; 2 Th 3:7, 9). In the Apostle they could see
concretely what it meant to follow Christ. But from whom might we better learn in every age
than from the Mother of the Lord?   

Thus we come finally to the third part of the â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima which for the first time is
being published in its entirety. As is clear from the documentation presented here, the
interpretation offered by Cardinal Sodano in his statement of 13 May was first put personally
to Sister Lucia. Sister Lucia responded by pointing out that she had received the vision but
not its interpretation. The interpretation, she said, belonged not to the visionary but to the
Church. After reading the text, however, she said that this interpretation corresponded to
what she had experienced and that on her part she thought the interpretation correct. In what
follows, therefore, we can only attempt to provide a deeper foundation for this interpretation,
on the basis of the criteria already considered.  

â€œTo save soulsâ€ has emerged as the key word of the first and second parts of the
â€œsecretâ€, and the key word of this third part is the threefold cry: â€œPenance, Penance,
Penance!â€ The beginning of the Gospel comes to mind: â€œRepent and believe the Good
Newsâ€ (Mk 1:15). To understand the signs of the times means to accept the urgency of
penance â€“ of conversion â€“ of faith. This is the correct response to this moment of history,
characterized by the grave perils outlined in the images that follow. Allow me to add here a
personal recollection: in a conversation with me Sister Lucia said that it appeared ever more
clearly to her that the purpose of all the apparitions was to help people to grow more and
more in faith, hope and loveâ€”everything else was intended to lead to this.   

Let us now examine more closely the single images. The angel with the flaming sword on the
left of the Mother of God recalls similar images in the Book of Revelation. This represents
the threat of judgement which looms over the world. Today the prospect that the world might
be reduced to ashes by a sea of fire no longer seems pure fantasy: man himself, with his
inventions, has forged the flaming sword. The vision then shows the power which stands
opposed to the force of destructionâ€”the splendour of the Mother of God and, stemming
from this in a certain way, the summons to penance. In this way, the importance of human
freedom is underlined: the future is not in fact unchangeably set, and the image which the
children saw is in no way a film preview of a future in which nothing can be changed.
Indeed, the whole point of the vision is to bring freedom onto the scene and to steer freedom
in a positive direction. The purpose of the vision is not to show a film of an irrevocably fixed
future. Its meaning is exactly the opposite: it is meant to mobilize the forces of change in the
right direction. Therefore we must totally discount fatalistic explanations of the â€œsecretâ€,
such as, for example, the claim that the would-be assassin of 13 May 1981 was merely an
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instrument of the divine plan guided by Providence and could not therefore have acted freely,
or other similar ideas in circulation. Rather, the vision speaks of dangers and how we might
be saved from them.   

The next phrases of the text show very clearly once again the symbolic character of the
vision: God remains immeasurable, and is the light which surpasses every vision of ours.
Human persons appear as in a mirror. We must always keep in mind the limits in the vision
itself, which here are indicated visually. The future appears only â€œin a mirror dimlyâ€ (1
Cor 13:12). Let us now consider the individual images which follow in the text of the
â€œsecretâ€. The place of the action is described in three symbols: a steep mountain, a great
city reduced to ruins and finally a large rough-hewn cross. The mountain and city symbolize
the arena of human history: history as an arduous ascent to the summit, history as the arena
of human creativity and social harmony, but at the same time a place of destruction, where
man actually destroys the fruits of his own work. The city can be the place of communion
and progress, but also of danger and the most extreme menace. On the mountain stands the
crossâ€”the goal and guide of history. The cross transforms destruction into salvation; it
stands as a sign of history's misery but also as a promise for history.   

At this point human persons appear: the Bishop dressed in white (â€œwe had the impression
that it was the Holy Fatherâ€), other Bishops, priests, men and women Religious, and men
and women of different ranks and social positions. The Pope seems to precede the others,
trembling and suffering because of all the horrors around him. Not only do the houses of the
city lie half in ruins, but he makes his way among the corpses of the dead. The Church's path
is thus described as a Via Crucis, as a journey through a time of violence, destruction and
persecution. The history of an entire century can be seen represented in this image. Just as
the places of the earth are synthetically described in the two images of the mountain and the
city, and are directed towards the cross, so too time is presented in a compressed way. In the
vision we can recognize the last century as a century of martyrs, a century of suffering and
persecution for the Church, a century of World Wars and the many local wars which filled
the last fifty years and have inflicted unprecedented forms of cruelty. In the â€œmirrorâ€ of
this vision we see passing before us the witnesses of the faith decade by decade. Here it
would be appropriate to mention a phrase from the letter which Sister Lucia wrote to the
Holy Father on 12 May 1982: â€œThe third part of the â€˜secret' refers to Our Lady's words:
â€˜If not, [Russia] will spread her errors throughout the world, causing wars and persecutions
of the Church. The good will be martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various
nations will be annihilated'â€.   

In the Via Crucis of an entire century, the figure of the Pope has a special role. In his arduous
ascent of the mountain we can undoubtedly see a convergence of different Popes. Beginning
from Pius X up to the present Pope, they all shared the sufferings of the century and strove to
go forward through all the anguish along the path which leads to the Cross. In the vision, the
Pope too is killed along with the martyrs. When, after the attempted assassination on 13 May
1981, the Holy Father had the text of the third part of the â€œsecretâ€ brought to him, was it
not inevitable that he should see in it his own fate? He had been very close to death, and he
himself explained his survival in the following words: â€œ... it was a mother's hand that
guided the bullet's path and in his throes the Pope halted at the threshold of deathâ€ (13 May
1994). That here â€œa mother's handâ€ had deflected the fateful bullet only shows once
more that there is no immutable destiny, that faith and prayer are forces which can influence
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history and that in the end prayer is more powerful than bullets and faith more powerful than
armies.   

The concluding part of the â€œsecretâ€ uses images which Lucia may have seen in
devotional books and which draw their inspiration from long-standing intuitions of faith. It is
a consoling vision, which seeks to open a history of blood and tears to the healing power of
God. Beneath the arms of the cross angels gather up the blood of the martyrs, and with it
they give life to the souls making their way to God. Here, the blood of Christ and the blood
of the martyrs are considered as one: the blood of the martyrs runs down from the arms of
the cross. The martyrs die in communion with the Passion of Christ, and their death becomes
one with his. For the sake of the body of Christ, they complete what is still lacking in his
afflictions (cf. Col 1:24). Their life has itself become a Eucharist, part of the mystery of the
grain of wheat which in dying yields abundant fruit. The blood of the martyrs is the seed of
Christians, said Tertullian. As from Christ's death, from his wounded side, the Church was
born, so the death of the witnesses is fruitful for the future life of the Church. Therefore, the
vision of the third part of the â€œsecretâ€, so distressing at first, concludes with an image of
hope: no suffering is in vain, and it is a suffering Church, a Church of martyrs, which
becomes a sign-post for man in his search for God. The loving arms of God welcome not
only those who suffer like Lazarus, who found great solace there and mysteriously represents
Christ, who wished to become for us the poor Lazarus. There is something more: from the
suffering of the witnesses there comes a purifying and renewing power, because their
suffering is the actualization of the suffering of Christ himself and a communication in the
here and now of its saving effect.   

And so we come to the final question: What is the meaning of the â€œsecretâ€ of Fatima as a
whole (in its three parts)? What does it say to us? First of all we must affirm with Cardinal
Sodano: â€œ... the events to which the third part of the â€˜secret' of Fatima refers now seem
part of the pastâ€. Insofar as individual events are described, they belong to the past. Those
who expected exciting apocalyptic revelations about the end of the world or the future course
of history are bound to be disappointed. Fatima does not satisfy our curiosity in this way, just
as Christian faith in general cannot be reduced to an object of mere curiosity. What remains
was already evident when we began our reflections on the text of the â€œsecretâ€: the
exhortation to prayer as the path of â€œsalvation for soulsâ€ and, likewise, the summons to
penance and conversion.   

I would like finally to mention another key expression of the â€œsecretâ€ which has become
justly famous: â€œmy Immaculate Heart will triumphâ€. What does this mean? The Heart
open to God, purified by contemplation of God, is stronger than guns and weapons of every
kind. The fiat of Mary, the word of her heart, has changed the history of the world, because it
brought the Saviour into the worldâ€”because, thanks to her Yes, God could become man in
our world and remains so for all time. The Evil One has power in this world, as we see and
experience continually; he has power because our freedom continually lets itself be led away
from God. But since God himself took a human heart and has thus steered human freedom
towards what is good, the freedom to choose evil no longer has the last word. From that time
forth, the word that prevails is this: â€œIn the world you will have tribulation, but take heart;
I have overcome the worldâ€ (Jn 16:33). The message of Fatima invites us to trust in this
promise. 
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JosephCard. Ratzinger

Prefect of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith 

  

(1) From the diary of John XXIII, 17 August 1959: â€œAudiences: Father Philippe,
Commissary of the Holy Office, who brought me the letter containing the third part of the
secrets of Fatima. I intend to read it with my Confessorâ€.   

(2) The Holy Father's comment at the General Audience of 14 October 1981 on â€œWhat
happened in May: A Great Divine Trialâ€ should be recalled: Insegnamenti di Giovanni
Paolo II, IV, 2 (Vatican City, 1981), 409-412.  

(3) Radio message during the Ceremony of Veneration, Thanksgiving and Entrustment to the
Virgin Mary Theotokos in the Basilica of Saint Mary Major: Insegnamenti di Giovanni
Paolo II, IV, 1 (Vatican City, 1981), 1246.   

(4) On the Jubilee Day for Families, the Pope entrusted individuals and nations to Our Lady:
Insegnamenti di Giovanni Paolo II, VII, 1 (Vatican City, 1984), 775-777.    

(5)
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(6) In the â€œFourth Memoirâ€ of 8 December 1941 Sister Lucia writes: â€œI shall begin
then my new task, and thus fulfil the commands received from Your Excellency as well as
the desires of Dr Galamba. With the exception of that part of the Secret which I am not
permitted to reveal at present, I shall say everything. I shall not knowingly omit anything,
though I suppose I may forget just a few small details of minor importanceâ€.   

(7) In the â€œFourth Memoirâ€ Sister Lucia adds: â€œIn Portugal, the dogma of the faith
will always be preserved, etc. ...â€.   

(8) In the translation, the original text has been respected, even as regards the imprecise
punctuation, which nevertheless does not impede an understanding of what the visionary
wished to say.   
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From Joaquim Fernandes <jfernan@esoterica.pt>

From UFO UpDates-Toronto <updates@sympatico.ca>

1-9-00

 

In 1917, from May 13 to October 13 ocurred at a rural

spot of Portugal, Cova da Iria, near the village of

FATIMA, a serie of paranormal/religious events which

turned to be spread and accepted around the catholic

world as "apparitions of the Virgin Mary".
 

Among ufologists on the other hand, there are many who

feel that the events at FATIMA, in 1917, may have a close

and familiar ufological perspective. Jacques Vallée or Paul

Misraki, were some of the researchers who suspected of

that kind of related modern "unidentified aerial

phenomena".
 

Joaquim Fernandes and Fina d'Armada, two Portuguese

historians, challenged themselves to prove these claims,

and after six years of intensive effort they succeded in

assembling an impressive body of documentation and

testimonial evidence that suggests new hypothesis to

explain the so-called "Virgin Mary apparitions".
 

In 1982 the two researchers publish a 460 pages book

untitled "Intervenção Extraterrestre em Fátima - as

aparições e o fenómeno OVNI" (Amadora, Livraria

Bertrand) ("Extraterrestrial Intervention in Fatima - the
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apparitions and the UFO phenomenon"),which was

reedited in 1995 in a revised version by Editorial Estampa,

Lisboa, under the title "Tha Fatima Apparitions and the

UFO Phenomenon".
 

This great work - the most detailed thesis ever published

by Portuguese scholars - on the contrary of most the

foreign books about this event is based on first-hand

sources, original interrogations and statements made by

the three principal percipients of the "apparitions", namely

Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta and also a selected group of

on hundred first-hand witnesses of the events.
 

A few important and forgot issues of the 1917 events were

uncovered by Joaquim Fernandes and Fina d'Armada,

such as:
 

1) - a "fourth percipient" namely Carolina Carreira, whom

describes a "telephatic type of contact with a fair-headed

being of small stature who instilled into her head a

repetitive order described as follows: "Come here and say

three Ave Marias, come and say three Ave Marias...".
 

2) - a surprised description given by Lucia, the eldest of

the three percipients, when at the "Parochial Enquiry" she

spoke of a "very shining lady, about 1 meter and 10 cms in

height, seming to be between 12 and 15 years old, wearing

a narrow skirt, a jacket and a cloak, all with golden cords,

running through them. She came from "above" and

vanished-gradually in the inverse direction, made no facial

movements, nor did she articulate her lower lips, and

moved only her hands from time to time. She had a

luminous BALL in hand and she turned her back towards

the percipients when she departed"
 

3) - the authors managed to determine the distance

parameters of the so-called "solar phenomenon" of

October 13, 1917, from the witnesses positions on the

ground. J. Fernandes and F. d' Armada found that they

were all within a band of 70 meters wide and running

through the Cova da Iria area, center of that spectacular

aerial phenomenon, called by the vast multitude of people

waiting as the "miracle of the sun".
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This band, oriented south-north, contained all the

witnesses who reported secondaty effects only

experienced during the time of the "solar phenomenon",

that is to say at the moment when the "solar object"

descended in a terrifying parabola over the crowd of

60,000 people. The effects felt in that band were: 1.

sudden and intense heat; 2. drying of clothing and of the

soil; 3. physiological effects or "miraculous cures".
 

These kind of effects seems consistents, according some

researchers, like nuclear physicists James McCampbell

and Jean-Pierre Petit (CNRS, France), with a "microwave

radiation", also detected in preliminar samples from "crop

circles" spots by the biophysics dr. W. Levengood. Others

studies, conducted by the Canadian Institute of Electrical

and Electronic Engineering and the french Toulouse

DERMO laboratories found a "hamming or buzzing

effect" inside the percipients's heads produced by a

microwave radiation between 200and 3000 MHz, and

called as "microwave auditive phenomenon", as well

perceived and reported in the 1917 Fatima apparitions

scenario as well".
 

We look for an audacious, serious editor to translate and

edit an english version of this work full of NEW

information and scientific approach.
 

Thanks for all the help.
 

Joaquim Fernandes University Fernando Pessoa Praça

Nove de Abril, 349 4249-004 Porto Portugal

SIGHTINGS HOMEPAGE

This Site Served by TheHostPros
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Vallee: Fatima Event Was UFO
 

Excerpted from _Cosmic Conflict_ 

More seriously, the description made at Fatima, Portugal, OF A

SILVERY DISK WHICH FLEW THROUGH THE SKY, WAS SEEN BY SEVENTY THOUSAND

WITNESSES AND WAS PHOTOGRAPHED AS IT MANEUVERED, deserves a place in

our resume of the 'flying saucer' legend..." 

In this same book, Vallee states: "The crowd that stood in a field

in Fatima, a small village in the district of Leiria, some sixty-two

miles north of Lisbon, on October 13, 1917, was waiting there for a

miracle, because three children had been assured such an event would

take place after a number of meetings with an 'entity' that came from

the sky in a globe of light. The witnesses were three shepherds:

Lucia, aged ten, and her cousins Francisco Mario and Jacinto Marto,

aged nine and seven. Today, Fatima is one of the most celebrated

places of pilgrimage in the entire world. 

"...According to the very words of the Reverend General Vicar of

Leiria, who was one of the witnesses, the lady came in an 'aeroplane

of light,' an 'immense globe, flying westwards, at moderate speed. It

irradiated a very bright light.' Some other witnesses saw a white

being coming out of the globe, which several minutes later took off,

disappearing in the direction of the sun. 

"The last episode was the miracle itself. It was seen by seventy

thousand persons, among whom were pious individuals and atheists,

clergymen and reporters from a socialist newspaper. As promised, it

happened on October 13 at noon. Among the crowd was Professor Almeida

Garrett, of Coimbra University, a scientist, who described the

phenomena in the following terms: 'It was raining hard, and the rain

trickled down everyone's clothes. Suddenly, the sun shone through the

dense cloud which covered it: everybody looked in its direction. IT

LOOKED LIKE A DISC, OF A VERY DEFINITE CONTOUR. It was not dazzling.

I don't think that it could be compared to a dull silver disk, as

someone said later in Fatima. No. It rather possessed a clear,

changing brightness, which one could compare to a pearl. It looked

like a polished wheel. This is not poetry. My eyes have seen it. This

clear-shaped disk suddenly began turning. It rotated with increasing

speed. Suddenly, the crowd began crying with anguish. The sun

(disk?), revolving all the time, began falling toward the earth,

reddish and bloody, threatening to crush everyone under its fiery

weight...'" 

"...Fatima was a modern event, yet it is already clouded with the

distortions of 'belief'. The Photographs of the object had

'disappeared.' The key prophecy has been suppressed. Lucia shut
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herself away from the world. As the years passed, the object was

turned into a 'dancing sun,' the angel hair became 'rose petals,' and

the entire phenomena was removed from the field of science and

entrusted to the religionists... 

"There have been many modern miracles of the Fatima type, but they

rarely gain much attention outside of religious circles. The flying

saucers get much more publicity than the miracles. 

"Between the years 1937 and 1945, an entity who identified herself

as the Queen of the Universe appeared more than 100 times to four

young girls in the tiny hamlet of Heede, Germany. The girls, aged

twelve through fourteen, were Anna Schulte, Greta and Maria

Ganseforth, and Susan Bruns. These visions began in November, 1937

and continued throughout the war, with the Lady urging the world to

'pray, pray much, especially for the conversion of sinners.' Hitler

was probably none too happy about all of this, especially since he

openly considered himself to be Antichrist. 

"(There are all kinds of stories and rumors that Hitler was a trance

medium himself and was in contact with evil entities who advised him

and directed many of his genocidal policies.) 

"Lesser miracles have included weeping statues and pictures which

seem to fit into the poltergeist category. 

"...On Sunday, June 18, 1961, four young girls were playing marbles

outside of the little village of Garabandal, Spain, when they

suddenly saw an 'angel.' The girls, Mary Cruz Gonzales, eleven,

Conchita Gonzales, twelve, Jacinta Gonzales, twelve, and Mary Loly

Mazon, twelve (none of the Gonzales girls were directly related),

said that he appeared to be about nine years old, was dressed in a

long, seamless blue robe, had a small face with BLACK EYES, and 'fine

hands and short fingernails.' For some reason, he gave the impression

of being very strong. This figure was surrounded by a dazzling glow

and faded into thin air without saying a word... 

"Soon after these initial experiences, the girls began to go into

trances (termed a state of ecstasy by religionists) during which they

would see the Lady. Sometimes these trances would last for hours, and

the girls would remain fixed in an awkward kneeling position and

their heads thrown back and their eyes staring at the vision, totally

oblivious to the hundreds of people swarming around them. 

"The Lady was accompanied by two angels on this occasion. The

'angels' were dressed alike, 'as if they were twins.' The Lady had

long, thin hands, a long angular face 'with a fine nose.' and lips

which were 'a bit thin.' She seemed to be 'rather tall' (Note:

Elsewhere in his book Keel states that many of the "Men In Black" or

"People" in black reported in other incidents were beings of the

above description - Branton). Her hair was a deep nut brown, parted

in the center. This is, of course, an almost classic description of

the 'long finger' UFO entities described by many contactees. 

Even more startling, on the Lady's right the girls could see 'A

SQUARE OF RED FIRE FRAMING A TRIANGLE WITH AN EYE AND SOME WRITING.

THE LETTER WAS IN AN OLD ORIENTAL SCRIPT!'" 

(Note: this also seems to correspond with the ancient "Eye of Horus"

of Egypt, which according to Illuminists represented Sirius and was a

major emblem within the Babylonian Mystery Religion. There have been

alleged photographs of obelisks on the Moon of the exact shape and
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description as those found in St. Peter's Square in Rome, in Egypt,

and originally in Babylon. These four-sided, pyramidal-capped

obelisks traditionally were the "alters" around which the ancient

worshippers of Baal practiced their occult arts and were a

combination of phallic and Sun symbols. Could such obelisks be a

connecting factor between the ancient Babylonian-Egyptian "Mystery"

society and exterran societies of a similar nature, such as perhaps

the one alleged to exist in the Sirius system? - Branton). 

"The angels in all these cases sound suspiciously like our

celebrated 'little men' . 

"...The many messages conveyed by the Lady have conformed precisely

to Catholic dogma, using phrases and references which are significant

to trained theologists but would be meaningless to children. The

message of October 18, 1961, as dictated by the children, read: 'We

must make many sacrifices, do much penance. We must visit the Blessed

Sacrament frequently... unless we do this, a punishment will befall

us.' 

"...On Friday, June 18, 1965, Conchita entered a trance and was

purportedly given the following statements by the Lady: 

"'As my message of the eighteenth of October has not been complied

with, and as it has not been made known to the world, I am telling

you that this is the last one. Previously, the cup was filling; now

it is brimming over... You are now given the last warnings.' (Take

note of the remarkable different between the humble, patient and

longsuffering Christ of the New Testament, and this boasting,

impatient and wrathful "Whore" of Babylon that has appeared to so

many children the world over. This is certainly not like the "Mary"

of the New Testament and, in fact, it is not! - Branton). 

"There is a wealth of evidence and testimony which leaves little

doubt that these children of Garabandal were being possessed by some

outside influence and were undergoing a supernormal experience... 

"THE NATION OF THE THIRD EYE - There is no reason to think that the

four children of Garabandal," Keel continues, "had ever seen, or even

knew about, the eye symbol on the Great Seal of the United States

(ie. the seal of the Illuminati -Branton). Nor is it remotely

possible that the children, or any of the elders of Garabandal, could

have known of the importance that this symbol plays in the silent

contactee situation. In fact, very few ufologists are aware of it. 

"THOSE MYSTERIOUS 'MEN IN BLACK' WHO TRAVEL AROUND THE WORLD IN

UNLICENSED CADILLACS HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN SEEN WEARING LAPEL PINS

BEARING THE SYMBOL. THEY HAVE ALSO IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES DIRECTLY AS

BEING FROM 'THE NATION OF THE THIRD EYE.' SO WE CALL THE SYMBOL THE

THIRD EYE. 

It would be interesting to find out why some cultures regarded it as

evil, while others used it to symbolize Deity. 

"Why did the Third Eye appear beside the vision of Garabandal? Was

it a symbol of identification? Or was it a warning? 

"...Eight young girls on the island of Cabra in the Philippines

began to suffer visions in the early part of the year (March, 1968),

and the feminine voice of 'the Virgin' promised a miracle. During the

last week of March about 3,000 persons poured onto the island and

waited. Some, including a university professor, a prominent
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obstetrician, and an army major, reported seeing A CIRCULAR OBJECT

over the island. It whirled and changed through all the colors of the

spectrum, they said.

"Among the many correlations, you will note that the month of March

and April have often played an important part in these events, just

as March and April have always produced many of our principal UFO

sightings. These religious manifestations are clearly a variation on

the UFO manifestations (or vice versa). The same methods of

communication are being employed in both phenomena, and the UFO

entities bear a marked resemblance to the religious entities..." 

William Cooper continues with his report by stating: 

"...A symposium was held in 1957 which was attended by some of the

great scientific minds then living. They reached the conclusion that

by, or shortly after, the year 2000 the planet WOULD self-destruct

due to increased population and man's exploitation of the environment

WITHOUT ANY HELP FROM GOD OR THE ALIENS. 

"By secret Executive order of President Eisenhower, the JASON

Scholars were ordered to study this scenario and make recommendations

from their findings. The JASON Society CONFIRMED the findings of the

scientists and made three recommendations called ALTERNATIVES 1, 2,

AND 3. 

"Alternative 1 was to use nuclear devices to blast holes in the

stratosphere from which the heat and pollution could escape into

space. They would then change the human cultures from that of

exploitation into cultures of environmental protection. Of the three

this was decided to be the least likely to succeed due to the

inherent nature of man and the additional damage the nuclear

explosions would themselves create. 

THE EXISTENCE OF A HOLE IN THE OZONE LAYER MAY INDICATE THAT

ALTERNATIVE 1 MIGHT HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTED. THIS IS, HOWEVER, ONLY

CONJECTURE. 

"ALTERNATIVE 2 WAS TO BUILD A VAST NETWORK OF UNDERGROUND CITIES AND

TUNNELS IN WHICH A SELECT REPRESENTATION OF ALL CULTURES AND

OCCUPATIONS WOULD SURVIVE AND CARRY ON THE HUMAN RACE. THE REST OF

HUMANITY WOULD BE LEFT TO FEND FOR THEMSELVES 

ON THE SURFACE OF THE PLANET. We know that these facilities have

been built and are ready and waiting for the chosen few to be

notified. 

"Alternative 3 was to exploit the alien and conventional technology

in order for a select few to leave the earth and establish colonies

in outer space. I am not able to either confirm or deny the existence

of 'batch consignments' of human slaves, which would be used for the

manual labor as a part of the plan. The Moon, code-named ADAM, was

the object of primary intrest, followed by the planet Mars, code-

named EVE. I am now in possession of official NASA photographs of one

of the moon bases. I believe that the Mars colony is also a reality

(Note: There are some who suggest that "global warming" may not

actually be taking place as believed, and that this "scare" is based

largely on computerized models or simulations which have not always

coincided with actual temperature variations. Is it possible that the

earth is attempting to "heal" itself? Could it be that to some extent

"global warming" is more-or-less an "excuse" that is being used to

justify huge expenditures for subterran and exterran "bases" for
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secret government use such as in the "Alternative" scenarios? This is

of course, even if true, no reason to destroy this planet, as

pollution of the air, water and earth IS something which could lead

to an eventual devastation of this Earth. - Branton). 

"As a delaying action, ALL THREE ALTERNATIVES included BIRTH

CONTROL, STERILIZATION, AND THE INTRODUCTION OF DEADLY MICROBES TO

CONTROL OR SLOW THE GROWTH OF EARTH'S POPULATION. AIDS is only ONE

result of these plans. It was decided BY THE ELITE that since the

population must be reduced and controlled, it would be in the best

intrest of the human race to rid ourselves of undesirable elements of

our society. Specific targeted populations included BLACKS,

HISPANICS, and HOMOSEXUALS." 

Source: Rumor Mill News

Keeping you informed with the latest UFO and Alternative News:
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