The mysterious Shams first met Rumi in 1244, when Rumi was thirty-eight—an
event that changed Rumi’s life forever. Had Rumi not met Shams, he might not
have written poems at all—and, in fact, Rumi as we know him today might not
have existed. As Chittick puts it, Shams’s influence ““exteriorized” Rumi’s inner
contemplative states in the form of poetry and set the ocean of his being into a
motion which resulted in vast waves that transformed the history of Persian
literature.” Shams disappeared after three years, leaving no trace. According to
Idries Shah, some Sufis (including Rumi’s son, Sultan Walad) “equated Shams with
the mysterious Khidhr, the guide and patron of Sufis, who appears and then
passes out of normal cognition after transmitting his message.”

Jamnia, Mohammad Ali; Bayat, Mojdeh (2014-02-04). Tales from the Land of the Sufis (Kindle
Locations 1998-2004). Shambhala Publications. Kindle edition.
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A page of a copy circa 1503 of the “Divan-e Sams-e Tabrizi"

Divan-e Kabir or Divan-e Sams-e Tabrizi (The Works
of Sams Tabrizi) (Persian: 3,5 wed o) OF Divan-
e Sams is one of Mawlana Jalal-ad-Din Muhammad
Balkhi's masterpieces. A collection of lyric poems that
contains more than 40,000 verses, it is written in the New
Persian language and is considered one of the greatest
works of Persian literature.

Divan-e Kabir (“the great divan”) contains poems in sev-
eral different styles of Eastern-Islamic poetry (e.g. odes,
eulogies, quatrains, etc.). It contains 44,282 lines (ac-
cording to Foruzanfar’s edition,!!! which is based on the
oldest manuscripts available): 3,229 odes, or ghazals (to-
tal lines = 34,662); 44 tarji-bands (total lines = 1698);
and 1,983 quatrains (total lines = 7932).2! Although most
of the poems are in New Persian, there are also some
in Arabic, and a small number of mixed Persian/Greek
and Persian/Turkish poems. Divan-e Sams-e Tabrizi is
named in honour of Rumi’s spiritual teacher and friend
Shams Tabrizi.

Divan-e Kabir (Divan-1 Kebir) from 1366
Mevldna mausoleum, Konya, Turkey
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