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Sofer

For other uses, see Sofer (disambiguation).
For the talmudic tractate, see Soferim (Talmud).
A Sofer, Sopher, Sofer SeTaM, or Sofer ST''M (Heb:

A sofer finishing the final letters of a Torah scroll

“scribe”, 0”00 T20) is a Jewish scribe who can tran-
scribe Torah scrolls, tefillin and mezuzot, and other re-
ligious writings. (ST'"M, 0”10, is an abbreviation for
Sefer Torahs, Tefillin, and Mezuzot. The plural of sofer
is “soferim”, 0"1910.)

By simple definition, a sofer is a copyist, but in their reli-
gious role in Judaism they are much more. Besides Torah
scrolls, Tefillin, and Mezuzot, scribes are also necessary
for the writing of megillot (scrolls of the Song of Songs,
Book of Ruth, Book of Esther, Ecclesiastes, and Book of
Lamentations), Nevi'im (the books of the prophets, used
for reading the haftarah), and for gitfin—divorce docu-
ments. Also many scribes function as calligraphers—
writing functional documents such as marriage contracts,
or ornamental and artistic renditions of religious texts—
which do not require any scribal qualifications, and to
which the rules on lettering and parchment specifications
do not apply.

The major Jewish law (Halakha) pertaining to "Sofrut,”
the practice of scribal arts, is in the Talmud in the tractate
Maseket Sofrim. In the Torah's 613 Mitzvot (command-
ments) the 613th!!! is that every Jew should write a Sefer
Torah in their lifetime.(Deut. 31:19)

(The (") in ST"M is a transliteration of the Hebrew punc-
tuation character (") gershayim (see that article).)

1 Qualifications and education

A sofer should be religiously observant, of good charac-
ter, and knowledgeable about the laws concerning sofrut.
It is a common misconception that one has to be a rabbi in
order to become a sofer, which is not required by Jewish
law.

People who want to become ritual scribes usually learn
from another expert scribe by undergoing Shimush (Ap-
prenticeship), since it would be impossible for someone
to be a scribe without any actual practice. The hardest
part about learning to be a sofer is not the calligraphy,
but rather remembering the thousands of laws that ap-
ply to Sifrei Torah (Torah scrolls), tefillin (phylacteries)
and mezuzot and all the other texts that are written on
parchment.

Some people who want to become ritual scribes learn at
the Vaad Mishmereth STaM with the option of receiving
a certificate. (This is an international organization whose
goal is to protect the halachic and artistic integrity of the
scribal arts. It is located in Jerusalem and Bnei Brak in Is-
rael as well as and in Brooklyn, New York, United States.)
Certification of this sort is not a halachic requirement,
nor does it necessarily guarantee the quality of a particu-
lar sofer’s work. This process does however ensure that a
certified sofer has received the proper education and is a
recognized expert in the field of sofrut.

1.1 Texts teaching sofrut

The main texts from which Sofrim learn the scribal art
include: The Keset Ha-Sofer, Chasdey David, Mishnah
B'rurah Volume I(B)—The laws of T'fillin, Mishneh
Torah: Hilchot Tefillin u'Mezuzah v'Sefer Torah. Hilchot
Tzitzit, Mishnat Hasofer, Mishnat Sofrim, Likkut Sifrey,
Shulchan Aruch HaRav. Stam.?!

1.2 Women and sofrut

Forming the basis for the discussion of women becoming
soferim, Talmud Gittin 45b states: “Sifrei Torah, tefillin
and mezuzot written by a heretic, a star-worshipper, a
slave, a woman, a minor, a Cuthean, or an apostate Jew,
are unfit for ritual use.”’® The rulings on Mezuzah and
Tefillin are virtually undisputed among those who hold to
the Talmudic Law. While Arba'ah Turim does not in-
clude women in its list of those ineligible to write Sifrei
Torah, some see this as proof that women are permitted
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The Torah Scribe by Maurycy Gottlieb, National Museum in
Wroctaw

to write a Torah scroll.'¥! However today, virtually all Or-
thodox (both Modern and Ultra) authorities contest the
idea that a woman is permitted to write a Sefer Torah.
Yet women are permitted to inscribe Ketubot (marriage
contracts), STaM not intended for ritual use, and other
writings of Sofrut beyond simple STaM. In 2003 Cana-
dian Aviel Barclay became the world’s first known tra-
ditionally trained female sofer.”!! In 2007 Jen Taylor
Friedman, a British woman, became the first female sofer
to scribe a Sefer Torah.I”! In 2010 the first Sefer Torah
scribed by a group of women (six female sofers, who
were from Brazil, Canada, Israel, and the United States)
was completed;®! this was known as the Women’s Torah
Project.l”!

From October 2010 until spring 2011, Julie Seltzer, one
of the female sofers from the Women’s Torah Project,
scribed a Sefer Torah as part of an exhibition at the
Contemporary Jewish Museum in San Francisco. This
makes her the first American female sofer to scribe a
Sefer Torah; Julie Seltzer was born in Philadelphia and
is non-denominationally Jewish.[1M 121131 Brom spring
2011 until August 2012 she scribed another Sefer Torah,
this time for the Reform congregation Beth Israel in
San Diego."'#1[15] Seltzer was taught mostly by Jen Tay-
lor Friedman.!'%! On September 22, 2013, Congregation
Beth Elohim of New York dedicated a new Torah, which
members of Beth Elohim said was the first Torah in New
York City to be scribed by a woman."'7! The Torah was
scribed by Linda Coppleson.'8! As of 2014, there are an
estimated 50 female sofers in the world."!

3 CALLIGRAPHY AND LETTERING

2 Documents written by scribes

Besides Torah scrolls, Tefillin, and Mezuzot, scribes are
also necessary for the writing of Megillot (scrolls of
the Song of Songs, Book of Ruth, Book of Esther,
Ecclesiastes, and Book of Lamentations) and Nevi'im
(the books of the prophets, used for reading the haftarah),
and for gittin divorce documents. In some communities,
especially Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky’s community in Bnei
Brak, soferim also write the other books of the Bible,
such as Psalms or Ezra. (This was promoted in 19th-
century Jerusalem by Rabbi S. S. Boyarski).

3 Calligraphy and lettering

The first four letters of the Hebrew alphabet as they would be
written scribally (a digital approximation)

There are many rules concerning the proper formation of
letters that must be adhered to if a written text is to be
deemed religiously valid. Some details on letters, with
animations The Ashkenazi, Sefardi, Chabad (Lubavitch),
and Am Mizrachi each have their own script for forming
the letters, though the same rules apply throughout the
text. Generally, regarding Sefer Torahs, none would con-
sider the other posul i.e. forbidden, though they would
each consider their own “highly preferable.”

The documents must be written on properly prepared
parchment or vellum known as klaf.

Main article: Klaf
Main article: Ashuri alphabet

Also many scribes function as calligraphers—writing
functional documents such as marriage contracts, or or-
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The four-pronged Shin on tefillin

namental and artistic renditions of religious texts—which
do not require any scribal qualifications, and to which the
rules on lettering and parchment specifications do not ap-

ply.
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See also

Klaf

List of sofers
Scribe
Soferet

Tigqun soferim
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http://www.thecjm.org/index.php?option=com_ccevents&scope=prgm&task=detail&fid=8&oid=563
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/08/arts/design/08sfculture.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/08/arts/design/08sfculture.html
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/61328/cjm-to-celebrate-end-of-groundbreaking-torah-project
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/61328/cjm-to-celebrate-end-of-groundbreaking-torah-project
http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/JewishFeatures/Article.aspx?id=286912
http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/JewishFeatures/Article.aspx?id=286912
http://www.cbisd.org/news-and-stories/87-news-and-stories/1158-a-special-open-house-with-torah-scribe-julie-seltzer-observe-the-completion-of-our-torah
http://www.cbisd.org/news-and-stories/87-news-and-stories/1158-a-special-open-house-with-torah-scribe-julie-seltzer-observe-the-completion-of-our-torah
http://www.cbisd.org/news-and-stories/87-news-and-stories/1158-a-special-open-house-with-torah-scribe-julie-seltzer-observe-the-completion-of-our-torah
http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/JewishFeatures/Article.aspx?id=286912
http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/JewishFeatures/Article.aspx?id=286912
http://brooklyn.news12.com/news/congregation-beth-elohim-in-park-slope-dedicates-new-torah-for-150th-anniversary-1.6119015
http://brooklyn.news12.com/news/congregation-beth-elohim-in-park-slope-dedicates-new-torah-for-150th-anniversary-1.6119015
http://brooklyn.news12.com/news/congregation-beth-elohim-in-park-slope-dedicates-new-torah-for-150th-anniversary-1.6119015
http://torah.cbebk.org/about/our-soferet/
http://www.pressherald.com/2014/08/23/female-jewish-scribe-helps-keep-tradition-alive/
http://www.pressherald.com/2014/08/23/female-jewish-scribe-helps-keep-tradition-alive/
http://www.shemayisrael.co.il/orgs/stam/index.htm
http://www.soferonsite.com/consumer_advocacy.htm
http://www.sofer.co.uk/
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Text

Sofer Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofer?0ldid=626068170 Contributors: Jouster, Epl18, GreatWhiteNortherner, Kaisershatner,
Enric Naval, Mrzaius, Anthony Appleyard, Zsero, Jheald, Sburke, Triddle, Crzrussian, PinchasC, Amire80, FlaBot, Gringo300, RexNL,
Starjsr, The One True Fred, YurikBot, Hede2000, Pvasiliadis, Pseudomonas, ChrisBrown, Anomalocaris, Jndrline, Yoninah, Moe Ep-
silon, Mmcannis, SmackBot, Wegesrand, Lexo, Valley2city, Margavriel, Yidisheryid, PiMaster3, Eliyak, Shlomke, Dfass, Hernano, Meco,
Condem, CmdrObot, Victoriagirl, Branclem, Escarbot, Stannered, Barek, .anacondabot, Frotz, Ariel., Johnbod, Gershomtave, Dancing-
Man, Iammargi, Soferstam, XLinkBot, Dthomsen8, Addbot, Leszek Jariczuk, Yobot, AnomieBOT, Galoubet, Tad Lincoln, RibotBOT,
TheSplutterfly, M.Ajnhorn, Shtu, Mendeleyev, EmausBot, Tommy2010, Yafehmeod, ZéroBot, Rezabot, Michaelc101, Benjitheijneb, The
Kaufman, Vert33, Maranjosie and Anonymous: 43
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File:Alephbetgimmel.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/55/Alephbetgimmel.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: en:Image:Alephbetgimmel.jpg Original artist: en:User:Valley2city, recreated by User:Stannered

File:Gottlieb_Torah_Scribe.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/Gottlieb_Torah_Scribe.jpg License:
Public domain Contributors: wc4.worldcrossing.com Original artist: Maurycy Gottlieb

File:Sofer.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c8/Sofer.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Originally
from en.wikipedia; description page is/was here. Original artist: Original uploader was DancingMan at en.wikipedia

File:Tefillin.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/Tefillin.JPG License: Public domain Contributors: Own
work Original artist: Chesdovi
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#5613b.
Tab
sopher or
[or] 21D

sopher (708b); from the same as 5612; enumerator, secrefary, scribe—
NASE - learned(1), office(1), scribe(39), scribe’s(2), scribes(s), secretaries(1), secretary(2),

writer(1), writing(2).

http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/5613.html

Sopheriel: keeps the books of life and death

http://www.kheperu.org/other/other2.html

... [S]lopheriel is the angel set over the books of the living and the dead ....

http://www.hollywoodinsiders.net/occult/a/angel.html



http://lexiconcordance.com/hebrew/5613.html
http://www.kheperu.org/other/other2.html
http://www.hollywoodinsiders.net/occult/a/angel.html

Re: Soper geneology

genforum.genealogy.com » Surnames » Soper Family Genealogy Forum =

Dec 10, 2000 - 4 posts - 1 author

Soper may have roots in the hebrew name "Sofer” which means scribe. The Sofer's
were the ones who would be in charge of writing the Torahs

http://genforum.genealogy.com/cgi-bin/pageload.cgi?jewish::soper::598.html

Soperiel YHVH (Soperiel Mehayye and Soperiel Memeth)

In 3 ENOCH and the Zohar, two PRINCES in the seventh HEAVEN who keep the
records of the names of all the living and the dead. In 3 Enoch, they are both
referred to as Soperiel.

Rosemary Ellen Guiley. The Encyclopedia of Angels, Second Edition (Kindle Locations 7866-
7867). Kindle Edition.


http://genforum.genealogy.com/cgi-bin/pageload.cgi?jewish::soper::598.html
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