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Succoth-benoth

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Succoth-benoth or Succoth Benoth (Hebrew: N2 N0, Modern {{{2}}}, Tiberian {{{3}}}; ) "Booths of
Daughters" was a Babylonian deity, one of the deities brought to the former kingdom of Samaria (Israel) by
"the men of Babylon" after the exile of Israel by Assyria. After resettling large numbers of Israel's population
"in Halah, in Gozan, on the Habor River and in towns of the Medes" (2 Kings 18:11), the king of Assyria
brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath and Sepharvaim" and settled them in Israel. (From the
intermixture of these peoples and the remaining Israelites came the Samaritans.)

The "men" from each of these five cities ("national groups" - NIV) made its own gods and set them up in the
shrines of the land, mixing it with the worship of Jehovah . "The men of Babylon made Succoth Benoth, the
men of Cuthah made Nergal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, the Avvites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the
Sepharvites ...Adrammelech and Anamelech 2 Kings 17:30-31.[1] (http://www.mechon-mamre.org
/elet/et09b17.htm) The Bible says that these deities were idols, although the Samaritans were not punished
because they worshipped the God of the Israelites as well. Like Ashima, the identity of Succoth-benoth is
unknown.
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