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Tawhirimatea

The clouds are children of Tawhirimatea.

In Maori mythology, Tawhirimatea (or Tawhiri) is the
god of weather, including thunder and lightning, wind,
clouds and storms. He is a son of Papattianuku (earth
mother) and Ranginui (sky father). In his anger at
his brothers for separating their parents, Tawhirimatea
destroyed the forests of Tane (god of forests), drove
Tangaroa (god of the sea) and his progeny into the
sea, pursued Rongo and Haumia-tiketike till they had
to take refuge in the bosom of their mother Papa, and
only found in Timatauenga a worthy opponent and eter-
nal enemy (Tregear 1891:499). To fight his brothers,
Tawhirimatea gathered an army of his children, winds
and clouds of different kinds - including Api-hau (“fierce
squall”), Apt-matangi, Ao-nui, Ao-roa, Ao-pouri, Ao-
potango, Ao-whétuma, Ao-whekere, Ao-kahiwahiwa,
Ao-kanapanapa, Ao-pakinakina, Ao-pakarea, and Ao-
takawe (Grey 1971). Grey translates these as 'fierce
squalls, whirlwinds, dense clouds, massy clouds, dark
clouds, gloomy thick clouds, fiery clouds, clouds which
preceded hurricanes, clouds of fiery black, clouds reflect-
ing glowing red light, clouds wildly drifting from all quar-
ters and wildly bursting, clouds of thunder storms, and
clouds hurriedly flying on' (Grey 1956:5).

Other children of Tawhirimatea are the various kinds of
rain, mists and fog. Tawhirimatea’s attacks on his broth-
ers led to the flooding of large areas of the land. The
names of the beings involved in this flooding include
Ua-nui (terrible rain), Ua-roa (long-continued rain), Ua-
whatu (fierce hailstorms), and Ua-nganga (sleet); after
these, their children in turn took up the fight: Hau-
maringi (mist), Hau-marotoroto (heavy dew), and To-
mairangi (light mist) (Grey 1956:10-11, Grey 1971:5).
Tregear mentions Hau-maringiringi as a personification
of mists (Tregear 1891:54).

Tawhirimatea live on the sky with his father Rangi and

brother, star Rehua.
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