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Tyr

“Tyr” and “Tiwaz” redirect here. For the Anatolian sun-
god, see Istanu. For the rune, see Tiwaz rune. For the
metal band, see Tyr (band). For other uses, see Tyr (dis-
ambiguation).

Tyr (/'trar/;' Old Norse: Tyr [ty:r]) is a god associated

“Tyr” by Lorenz Frolich (1895).

with law and heroic glory in Norse mythology, portrayed
as one-handed. Corresponding names in other Germanic
languages are Gothic Teiws, Old English Ttw and Old
High German Ziu and Cyo, all from Proto-Germanic
*Tiwaz. The Latinised name is Tius or Tio.!

In the late Icelandic Eddas, Tyr is portrayed, alternately,
as the son of Odin (Prose Edda) or of Hymir (Poetic
Edda), while the origins of his name and his possible re-
lationship to Tuisto (see Tacitus' Germania) suggest he
was once considered the father of the gods and head of
the pantheon, since his name is ultimately cognate to that
of *Dyeus (cf. Dyaus), the reconstructed chief deity in
Indo-European religion. It is assumed that Tiwaz was
overtaken in popularity and in authority by both Odin and
Thor at some point during the Migration Age, as Odin
shares his role as God of war.

Tiw was equated with Mars in the interpretatio germanica.
Tuesday is in fact “Tiw’s Day” (also in Alemannic Zischtig
from zies tag), translating dies Martis.

1 Name

Further information: Dyeus

Old Norse Tyr, literally “god”, plural tivar “gods”, comes
from Proto-Germanic *Tiwaz (cf. Old English Tiw,
Old High German Zio), which continues Proto-Indo-
European *deiwds “celestial being, god” (cf. Welsh duw,
Latin deus, Lithuanian diévas, Sanskrit devd, Avestan
daevo “demon”). And *deiwos is based in *dei-, *deya-,
*didya-, meaning 'to shine'.1’!

The earliest attestation for Tyr’s continental counterpart
occurs in Gothic tyz “the f-rune” (T) in the 9th-century
Codex Vindobonensis 795.141 The name is later attested
in Old High German as Cyo in the A Wessobrunn prayer
ms. of 814. The Negau helmet inscription (2nd century
b.c.) may actually record the earliest form, teiva, but this
interpretation is tentative.

Tyr in origin was a generic noun meaning “god”, e.g.
Hangatyr, literally, the “god of the hanged”, as one of
Odin’s names, which was probably inherited from Tyr
in his role as god of justice. The name continues on as
Norwegian Tyr, Swedish Tyr, Danish Tyr, while it re-
mains 7yr in Modern Icelandic and Faroese.
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2 West Germanic Ziu/Tiw/Tiwaz

A gloss to the Wessobrunn prayer names the Alamanni
Cyowari (worshipers of Cyo) and their capital Augsburg
Ciesburc.b!

The Excerptum ex Gallica Historia of Ursberg (ca. 1135)
records a dea Ciza as the patron goddess of Augs-
burg. According to this account, Cisaria was founded
by Swabian tribes as a defence against Roman incursions.
This Zisa would be the female consort of Ziu, as Dione
was of Zeus.

The name of Mars Thingsus (Thincsus) is found in an
inscription on an 3rd-century altar from the Roman
fort and settlement of Vercovicium at Housesteads in
Northumberland, thought to have been erected by Frisian
mercenaries stationed at Hadrian’s Wall. It is interpreted
as “Mars of the Thing".!%! Here is also worth noting what
Tacitus stated in his work Germania about capital pun-
ishment amongst the Germanic folk; that none could be
flogged, imprisoned or executed, not even on order of the
warlord, without the consent of the priest; who was him-
self required to render his judgement in accordance with
the will of the god they believe inspires them to the field of
battle."

Tacitus also named the German “Mars” as the primary
deity, along with the German “Mercury” (believed to
be Odin), Hercules (believed to be Thor) and “Isis”. In
the text however, Hercules is the one to be mentioned
the most often. Depending on translation, “Mercury” is
stated to be the chiefly worshipped god but other transla-
tion does not provide any sort of hierchy among the gods.
Tacitus states that “Mars” and “Hercules” receive animal
sacrifices while “Mercury” receives human sacrifices. 8!

In the Old English Rune Poem, the rune that is otherwise
named for Tiw in the other rune poems (Abecedarium
Nordmanicum, Old Norwegian Rune Rhyme, Old Ice-
landic Rune Poem), is called tir, meaning “glory”. This
rune was inscribed on more Anglo-Saxon cremation urns
than any other symbol.

There is sketchy evidence of a consort, in German named
Zisa: Tacitus mentions one Germanic tribe who wor-
shipped "Isis", and Jacob Grimm pointed to Cisa/Zisa,
the patroness of Augsburg, in this connection. The name
Zisa could be derived from Ziu etymologically.

3 North Germanic Tyr

An early depiction of Tyr is found on the IK 190 bracteate
found near Trollhéttan, Sweden. The figure is shown with
long hair, holding a sceptre in his left hand, and with a
wolf biting his right.!'*!

According to the Poetic Edda and Prose Edda, at one
stage the gods decided to shackle the Fenris wolf (Fenrir),
but the beast broke every chain they put upon him. Even-

3 NORTH GERMANIC TYR

Drawing of Tyr and Fenrir from the Migration Period golden
bracteate from Trollhdttan, Sweden.

[ -

Tyr und Fenrir.

Tyr sacrifices his arm to Fenrir in a 1911 illustration by John
Bauer.

tually they had the dwarves make them a magical ribbon
called Gleipnir. It appeared to be only a silken ribbon
but was made of six wondrous ingredients: the sound
of a cat’s footfall, the beard of a woman, the roots of
a mountain, bear’s sinews (meaning nerves, sensibility),
fish’s breath and bird’s spittle. The creation of Gleipnir is
said to be the reason why none of the above exist.!'!! Fen-
rir sensed the gods’ deceit and refused to be bound with
it unless one of them put his hand in the wolf’s mouth.

Tyr, known for his great wisdom and courage, agreed,
and the other gods bound the wolf. After Fenrir had been
bound by the gods, he struggled to try to break the rope.
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Fenrir could not break the ribbon and enraged, bit Tyr’s
right hand off. When the gods saw that Fenrir was bound
they all rejoiced, except Tyr. Fenrir will remain bound
until the day of Ragnarok. As a result of this deed, Tyr is
called the “Leavings of the Wolf"; which is to be under-
stood as a poetic kenning for glory. During the battle at
Ragnarok, Fenrir swallows Odin whole.

According to the Prose version of Ragnarok, Tyr is des-
tined to kill and be killed by Garm, the guard dog of Hel.
However, in the two poetic versions of Ragnarok, he goes
unmentioned; unless one believes that he is the “Mighty
One”.

In Lokasenna, Tyr is taunted with cuckoldry by Loki,
maybe another hint that he had a consort or wife at one
time.

In the Hymiskvida, Tyr’s father is named as the etin
Hymir — the term “Hymir’s kin” was used a kenning for
etinkind — while his mother goes unnamed, but is other-
wise described in terms that befit a goddess. This myth
also pairs Tyr with Thor, and draws a comparison be-
tween their strength via the lifting of Hymir’s cauldron.
Thor proves the stronger, but other than Thor’s own son,
Magni, Tyr is the only deity whose strength is ever ques-
tioned in comparison to the Thunderer’s.

Sigrdrifumdl teaches runemagic and advises one to twice
name Tyr and carve “victory runes” on the sword hilt,
presumably referring to the # rune:!'?!

4 Tiwaz rune

The *Tiwaz rune is associated with Tyr.

Main article: Tiwaz rune

The f-rune [7 is named after Tyr, and was identified
with this god; the reconstructed Proto-Germanic name is
*Tiwaz. The rune is sometimes also referred to as *Tei-
waz, or spelling variants.

The rune was also compared with Mars as in the Icelandic
rune poem:

5 Lexical traces

In the sphere of organized warfare, Tyr/Tiw had become
relatively unimportant compared to Odin/Woden in both
North and West Germanic by the close of the Migration
Age. Traces of the god remain, however, in Tuesday (Old
English fiwesdeeg “Tiw’s day"; Old Frisian tiesdei, Old
High German ziestag, Alemannic and Swabian dialect
in south west Germany (today) Zieschdig/Zeischdig, Old
Norse tysdagr), named after Tyr in both the North and the
West Germanic languages (corresponding to Martis dies,
dedicated to the Roman god of war and the father-god of
Rome, Mars) and also in the names of some plants: Old
Norse Tysfiola (after the Latin Viola Martis), Tyrhialm
(Aconitum, one of the most poisonous plants in Europe
whose helmet-like shape might suggest a warlike con-
nection) and Tyvidr, “T¥y's wood”, Tiveden may also be
named after Tyr, or reflecting T'yr as a generic word for
“god” (i.e., the forest of the gods). In Norway the parish
and municipality of Tysnes are named after the god.

German Dienstag and Dutch dinsdag (Tuesday) might be
derived from Mars Thingsus, as mentioned above.

5.1 Toponyms

o Tuesley, England — Old English *Tiwes leah, “Ttw’s
clearing”

e Tisvilde, Sjelland, Denmark — Old Norse *Tys
vella, “Tyr’s spring”

e Tissg, near Ggrlev, Sjelland, Denmark — Old Norse
*Tys scer, “Tyr’s lake”

e Thisted, Jutland, Denmark — Old Norse *Tys stadr,
“Tyr’s place”

e Tiveden, Sweden — Old Norse *Tys vidr, “Tyr’s
wood”

Possible correspondences

e Duisburg, Lower Rhineland, Germany — possibly
Old High German *Zies burg, “Ziu’s city”

e Tylo, Sweden — Old Norse *Tys ley, “Tyr’s clearing”

e Tyrol, Austria — through a combination Tyr-Odal or
Tyr-Ull!3)
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Tyr, depicted here with both hands intact, before the encounter
with Fenrir is identified with Mars in this illustration from an
18th-century Icelandic manuscript.

e Tyrseng, Viby, Jutland, Denmark — Old Norse *Tys
eng, “Tyr’s meadow”141115]

e Tyrsted, Jutland, Denmark — Old Norse *Tys stadr,
“Tyr’s place”

e Tysnes, Norway — Old Norse *Tys nes, “Tyr’s head-
land”

5.2 Personal names

A number of Icelandic male names are derived from
Tyr. Apart from Tyr itself: Angantyr, Bryntyr, Hjdlmtyr,
Hrafntyr, Sigtyr, Valtyr and Vigtyr. When Tyr is used in
this way, joined to another name, it takes on a more gen-
eral meaning of “a god” instead of referring to the god
Tyr. For example, Hrafntyr “raven-god” and Valtyr “god
of the slain” are Old Norse names of Odin.

6 See also

e Germanic paganism

Indo-European religion

Mannus

e Tuisto
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in Housesteads, Northumberland.

7 References

[1] Merriam Webster Online Dictionary: Tyr

[2] Adapted from the work of Dr. W. Wiégner. By M. W.
MacDowall. Asgard and the Gods. The Tales and Tradi-


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fenrir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_(god)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viby_J
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrsted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tysnes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_Odin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germanic_paganism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-European_religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mannus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuisto
http://m-w.com/dictionary/tyr
http://nsl-archiv.com/Buecher/Fremde-Sprachen/MacDowell,%2520M.%2520W.%2520-%2520Asgard%2520and%2520the%2520Gods%2520-%2520The%2520Tales%2520and%2520Traditions%2520of%2520our%2520Northern%2520Ancestors%2520(EN,%25201884,%2520317%2520S.,%2520Text).pdf

(3]

(4]

(5]

(6]

(7]
(8]

(9]
[10]

(11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

tions of our Northern Ancestors.

Klein, E., “deity”, Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary
of the English Language (Elsevier Publishing, 1966), pp.
417—S8.

Grimm, Teutonic Mythology

Peter Buchholz, Perspectives for Historical Research in
Germanic Religion, History of Religions, vol. 8§, no. 2
(1968), 127.

Vercovicium, the Roman fort and settlement at Houses-
teads

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Germania

http://www.crtpesaro.it/Materiali/Latino/De %
200rigine%20Et%20Situ%20Germanorum.php

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Germania

Karl Hauck in: Heizmann and Axboe (eds.), Die Gold-
brakteaten Der Volkerwanderungszeit: Auswertung Und
Neufunde, Walter de Gruyter, 2011, p. 29. Karl Hauck in:
Hoops and BeckK (eds.) , Kontinuitdit und Briiche in der
Religionsgeschichte, Walter de Gruyter, 2001, 284-288.

Snorri Sturluson. The Prose Edda

Enoksen, Lars Magnar. Runor: Historia, tydning, tolkning
(1998) ISBN 91-88930-32-7

Horst Pirchl-Hussl, Elmar Stottner, Ulrich Lamm, Ist der
Name Tirol ein Name aus der Volkerwanderungszeit? http:
/Iwww.dorftirol.com/tirol.htm

Once a stretch of meadow near a stream called Dgdecd
(“stream of the dead” or “dead stream”), where ball courts
now exist. Viby contained another theonym, Onsholt
(“Odin’s Holt"), and religious practices associated with
Odin and Tyr may have occurred in these places. A spring
dedicated to Holy Niels that was likely a Christianization
of prior indigenous pagan practice also exists in Viby and
the city itself may mean “the settlement by the sacred
site”. Traces of sacrifices going back 2,500 years have
been found in Viby.

Damm, Annette. Editor. (2005) Viking Aros, pages 42-
45. Moesgard Museum ISBN 87-87334-63-1

External links

Runeberg Projekt — Swedish etymologic Dictonary

Video about the sun phenomenon connected to the
Tysnes headland, pre-Christian cult and the sacral
place names in the area


http://nsl-archiv.com/Buecher/Fremde-Sprachen/MacDowell,%2520M.%2520W.%2520-%2520Asgard%2520and%2520the%2520Gods%2520-%2520The%2520Tales%2520and%2520Traditions%2520of%2520our%2520Northern%2520Ancestors%2520(EN,%25201884,%2520317%2520S.,%2520Text).pdf
http://www.northvegr.org/lore/grimmst/009_03.php
http://www.roman-britain.org/places/vercovicium.htm
http://www.roman-britain.org/places/vercovicium.htm
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Germania
http://www.crtpesaro.it/Materiali/Latino/De%2520Origine%2520Et%2520Situ%2520Germanorum.php
http://www.crtpesaro.it/Materiali/Latino/De%2520Origine%2520Et%2520Situ%2520Germanorum.php
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Germania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9188930327
http://www.dorftirol.com/tirol.htm
http://www.dorftirol.com/tirol.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_(hydrosphere)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moesgaard_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/8787334631
http://runeberg.org/svetym/1129.html
https://vimeo.com/68295270
https://vimeo.com/68295270
https://vimeo.com/68295270

9.1

9.2

9.3

9 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

Text

Tyr Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%BDr?0ldid=640954637 Contributors: Montrealais, Leandrod, Earth, TUF-KAT, TUF-
KAT, Tkinias, Magnus.de, Haukurth, David Shay, Eadric, Tempshill, Cncs wikipedia, Phil Boswell, Kiwibird, Forseti, Sam Spade, Se-
curiger, Henrygb, Texture, Auric, Mulukhiyya, Wereon, Xanzzibar, Gtrmp, Wiglaf, Bradeos Graphon, Eequor, Beland, Tail, Curtsurly, Sam
Hocevar, Arcturus, lo, Picapica, CALR, Ma'ame Michu, Kathar, Rich Farmbrough, Pak21, Martin TB, Dbachmann, Byrial, SamEV, Can-
isRufus, Mulder1982, Kwamikagami, Cmdrjameson, SpeedyGonsales, Polylerus, Pearle, Jumbuck, Ronline, Mad Hatter, BDD, Ceyockey,
Dopefish, Megan1967, I am not good at running, Angr, Wikiuser218, MrNexx, PoccilScript, Bullenwichter, Guardian of Light, Kristaga,
GraemeLeggett, Plw, FreplySpang, Yamamoto Ichiro, Yuletide, Duesling, FlaBot, Loggie, Mathiastck, LeCire, Bedford, Chobot, Mordicai,
DVdm, Tone, Vmenkov, YurikBot, Borgx, RussBot, The Storm Surfer, Pigman, Gaius Cornelius, Aeusoesl, Veledan, Test-tools, Blood-
ofox, Viridis, Glenn Magus Harvey, Leptictidium, Deville, Nikkimaria, Hayden120, P4ddraic MacUidhir, Curpsbot-unicodify, Vesteinn,
Tealpanda, Sardanaphalus, SmackBot, Obhave, Martin.Budden, Grey Shadow, Eskimbot, Wakuran, Kintetsubuffalo, Chris the speller,
Alan smithee, Robbstrd, Barend, FTAAPJE, Nbarth, DHN-bot, Treval35, Sajasaze, Chlewbot, WinstonSmith, Mecil, Bjorgenson, Das
Baz, Tesseran, Ceoil, Attys, Angrynight, The Man in Question, RandomCritic, Mathsci, MTSbot, IronChris, Dave Null, Isaacdealey, Tkyn-
erd, Sigo, Bwmcmaste, Thijs!bot, GentlemanGhost, Dezidor, ThomasPusch, Escarbot, WinBot, Flibjib8, Narfil Palurfalas, Cheyenne5,
Deflective, Sigurd Dragon Slayer, Singularity, CodeCat, Tgpedersen, Berig, Gwern, B9 hummingbird hovering, Dexter prog, ParaDoc-
toral, BrettAllen, Inter16, Malarame, Lights, Jjordahl, TXiKiBoT, Lots42, Andreas Kaganov, Mattreilly, SieBot, Ivan §tambuk, Triwbe,
Dakedo, FunkMonk, Goustien, Lightmouse, Crex85, RedAugust, Martarius, Niceguyedc, Eye.earth, Alexbot, Verzannt, Rylann, C628,
Chouji89, Achird, Valtyr, Crueligan, Addbot, Alexander72, Atethnekos, Holt, Uflsarkmarch, Indy Smiff, Tassedethe, Ymmo, Lightbot,
Thebiggnome, Tyr Oathkeeper, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Amirobot, Yngvadottir, AnomieBOT, Sz-iwbot, Xgbot, Interocitor, Ekwos, Solverv,
Flamedemon1137, J04n, LBGcondor, Wschweizer, Shadowjams, Freyjal331, Arctic Night, Frankenbutter, Aoidh, Eldar Heide, Phlegat,
John of Reading, WikitanvirBot, Brendanology, GoingBatty, Sxoa, Thecheesykid, ZéroBot, Correctus2kX, AgentSniff, Thorsonofodin,
Will Beback Auto, ClueBot NG, Ryan Vesey, Theoldsparkle, Geshtaldt, PhnomPencil, MusikAnimal, AdventurousSquirrel, WP Editor
2011, Vuurcifer, Zbag27, Jamesmcmahon0, Noyster, Vieque, Sandy Swimmer and Anonymous: 205

Images

File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

File:IB_299_4to_Tyr.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/IB_299_4to_Tyr.jpg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

File:John_Bauer-Tyr_and_Fenrir.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/John_Bauer-Tyr_and_Fenrir.
jpg License: Public domain Contributors:

Original artist: John Bauer

File:Mars_Thingsus,_Beda_and_Fimmilena_altar,_Housesteads.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/

ea/Mars_Thingsus%2C_Beda_and_Fimmilena_altar%2C_Housesteads.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Budge, Wallis E. A.
1907. An Account of the Roman Antiquities. Gilbert & Rivington. Page 190. Original artist: Artist unknown.

File:Question_book-new.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:

Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:

Tkgd2007

File:Tiwaz_rune.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Tiwaz_rune.svg License: Public domain Contribu-
tors: Tiwaz rune.png Original artist: This vector image was created with Inkscape by Bloodofox and Stannered

File:Tyr-brakteaten_fran_Naglum,_Trollhittan_(SHM_1164)_tecknad.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/d/d6/Tyr-brakteaten_fr%C3%A5n_Naglum%2C_Trollh%C3%A4ttan_%28SHM_1164%29_tecknad.jpg  License: CcC
BY-SA 4.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Gunnar Creutz

File:Tyr_by_Frglich.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/T%C3%BDr_by_Fr%C3%B8lich.jpg License:
Public domain Contributors: Published in Gjellerup, Karl (1895). Den celdre Eddas Gudesange. Scanned from a 2001 reprint by bloodofox
(talk - contribs). Original artist: Lorenz Frglich

File:Wiktionary-logo-en.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Wiktionary-logo-en.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Vector version of Image:Wiktionary-logo-en.png. Original artist: Vectorized by Fvasconcellos (talk - contribs), based
on original logo tossed together by Brion Vibber

Content license

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%25C3%25BDr?oldid=640954637
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7a/IB_299_4to_Tyr.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/John_Bauer-Tyr_and_Fenrir.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/John_Bauer-Tyr_and_Fenrir.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Mars_Thingsus%252C_Beda_and_Fimmilena_altar%252C_Housesteads.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Mars_Thingsus%252C_Beda_and_Fimmilena_altar%252C_Housesteads.jpg
http://books.google.com/books?id=i2e1AAAAIAAJ&hl=en
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Question_book.png
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Equazcion
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Tkgd2007
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/01/Tiwaz_rune.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Tiwaz_rune.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Inkscape
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Stannered
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d6/Tyr-brakteaten_fr%25C3%25A5n_Naglum%252C_Trollh%25C3%25A4ttan_%2528SHM_1164%2529_tecknad.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d6/Tyr-brakteaten_fr%25C3%25A5n_Naglum%252C_Trollh%25C3%25A4ttan_%2528SHM_1164%2529_tecknad.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Achird
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/T%25C3%25BDr_by_Fr%25C3%25B8lich.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Bloodofox
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Bloodofox
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Wiktionary-logo-en.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wiktionary-logo-en.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Fvasconcellos
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User_talk:Fvasconcellos
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:Contributions/Fvasconcellos
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Brion_VIBBER
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Dyeus (also *Dyeus phster, alternatively spelled dyéws)
is believed to have been chief deity in the religious tra-
ditions of the prehistoric Proto-Indo-European societies.
Part of a larger pantheon, he was the god of the day-
light sky, and his position may have mirrored the posi-
tion of the patriarch or monarch in society. This deity is
not directly attested; rather scholars have reconstructed
this deity from the languages and cultures of later Indo-
European peoples.

1 Later gods etymologically con-
nected with Dyeus

In Greek mythology Zeus!!!

e In Roman mythology Jupiter (pronounced
Tuppiter)?!

e In Historical Vedic religion Dyaus Pitar!*!

Dionysus, especially with the Thracians and Sabines

Rooted in the related but distinct Indo-European word
*deiwos is the Latin word for deity, deus. The Latin word
is also continued in English divine, “deity”, and the orig-
inal Germanic word remains visible in “Tuesday” (“Day
of Tiwaz”) and Old Norse fivar, which may be continued
in the toponym Tiveden (“Wood of the Gods”, or of Tyr).

The following names derive from the related *deiwos:

e Germanic Tiwaz (known as Tyr in Old Norse)

e Latin Deus (not originally the name of any single
god, but later adopted as the name of the Christian
god)

e Indo-Iranian Deva/Daeva
e Baltic Dievas
e Celtic mythology e.g. Gaulish Déuos
e Slavic mythology div(-ese) (miracle)
Estonian Tharapita bears similarity to Dyaus Pita in

name, although it has been interpreted as being related
to the god Thor.

Dyeus was addressed as Dyeu Phster, literally "Sky fa-
ther" or “shining father”, as reflected in Latin Iupiter,
Diespiter, possibly Dis Pater and deus pater, Greek Zeu

Roman god Jupiter is a form of Dyeus.

Norse god Tyr
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pater, Sanskrit Dyauspitah. In his aspect as a father god,
his consort was Pltwiho Mhster, "Earth Mother".

As the pantheons of the individual mythologies related to
the Proto-Indo-European religion evolved, attributes of
Dyeus were sometimes redistributed to other deities. In
Greek and Roman mythology, Dyeus remained the chief

god,

but in Vedic mythology, the etymological continu-

ant of Dyeus became a very abstract god, and his original
attributes, and his dominance over other gods, were trans-
ferred to gods such as Agni or Indra.

2

As an ordinary noun

Dyeus’s name also likely means “the daytime sky":

(1]

(2]

(3]

(4]

In Sanskrit as div- (nominative singular dyaus with
vrddhi), its singular means “the sky” and its plural
means “days”.

Its accusative form *dyem became Latin diem "day",
which later gave rise to a new nominative diés. The
original nominative survives as diiis in a few fixed
expressions. !

Finnish faivas Estonian faevas, Livonian tovaz etc.
(from Proto-Finnic *faivas), meaning “heaven” or
“sky,” are likely rooted in the Indo-European word.
The neighboring Baltic Dievas or Germanic Tiwaz
are possible sources, but the Indo-Iranian *daivas
accords better in both form and meaning. Similar
origin has been proposed for the word family rep-
resented by Finnish foivoa “to hope” (originally “to
pray from gods”).

See also

Proto-Indo-European religion

Tengri
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Tyr und Fenrir,

O Tvo Ovoidlel To xéoL Tov

O Tup (T¥r) elvar 0 B£dg TOU TOREUOV KaiL TNG UAYNG
01t oKavOLVAfLKt) LuBoloyLa, 0 0TT0L0G OTTELKOVIZETOL
wg wovoyelpac. 'Hrav yiog Touv Ovriy 1 Tov XOwp. Ze
GALEG YEPUAVIKEG YADOOEG ELVAL ETTLONG YVWOTOG WG
Tyz, Ty, Ti, Tiw, Tiu, Tew xou Ziu.

1 TIpogievon Tov ovéonatog

To 6vopa Tyr onuawe 0gdg KoL TPOEPYETOL OITO
to Ipwrto-T'eppuavikd Tiwaz, To 0m0l0 GUVEYLLEL TO
[Mpwro-Ivdo-Evpwmaikd Dyeus, Tov apyikd kKupLo 0o,
AT TNV OTTOLC, TPOEPYETOL KO 0 ZEVG TG EAAMVIKNG
wuboroyiag kow o Dyaus Pitar tng Bedukng Bpnokeiag.

2 O Tvp ouic 'Evta

Sougpova pe g 'Bvta, Kamowa otryun ot Beol amo-
@aocLoov vo. 0AVoodEcouv Tov Aiko DEVPLOOVARP
(Fenrisulfr W Fenris), oM\ T0 KTNVOG £0TTaYE OTOLOL
aAvoida tov £patav. Telkd oL vavol égragoav o
worytkn douvpida, v CrkAéwmvip, amd vkd omng yé-
Vi yuvaikog Ko piteg Bouvor. Qotdoo o évpip vmo-
Yraotke v eEamdTnon Tov Bemv Kow apvnOnKe va
debel exTOG AV KATTOL0G €€ TV Tomobetooe To deEL

TV Y£PL 070 0TOUA Tov. O Tup, YVWOTOG VL0 TO PEYANO
KOUPAYLO TOU, CUUPOVNOE KoL 0L vitohoLtol Ogol £8e-
oav tov Aoko. O ®évplp Katahafe mmg elye eEamo-
™OsL kKo EKoPe To YEPL Tov B0, O DEvpLp Oa uetvel
deugvog péypt T pépa Tou Paykvapox.

Kata ) dudpketo tov Paykvapok o Tvp 0o okothoet
Ko 0o okotwOel amd To Tkapp, Tov @uAaka okVOLO
ToU XehyEL.

3 Tup ko nuépa Tpity

Ta vy Tou Be0l SLATNPOVVIOL OTNY OVOUOOLOL TG
Tpitng (Tuesday = nuépa. tov Tiw) otig Bopeleg koL
Avtikég Tepuavikeég yhwooeg. (Avaroyn g Martis
dies Tov glval aglepmuévn otov Popoixd 0e6 Mapg.)
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