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Uncle Sam

This article is about the national personification of the
United States. For other uses, see Uncle Sam (disam-
biguation).

Uncle Sam (initials U.S.) is a common national per-

FOR U S.ARMY

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION

J. M. Flagg's 1917 poster, based on the original British Lord
Kitchener poster of three years earlier, was used to recruit sol-
diers for both World War I and World War 1I. Flagg used a
modified version of his own face for Uncle Sam, and veteran
Walter Botts provided the pose.'!!

sonification of the American government or the United
States in general, that according to legend, came into use
during the War of 1812 and was supposedly named for
Samuel Wilson.?! The first use of Uncle Sam in litera-
ture was in the 1816 allegorical book "The Adventures of
Uncle Sam in Search After His Lost Honor" by Freder-
ick Augustus Fidfaddy, Esq. An Uncle Sam is mentioned
as early as 1775, in the original "Yankee Doodle" lyrics
of the Revolutionary War.3! It is not clear whether this
reference is to Uncle Sam as a metaphor for the United
States, or to an actual person named Sam. The lyrics as
a whole clearly deride the military efforts of the young
nation, besieging the British at Boston. The 13th stanza
is:

Old Uncle Sam come there to change
Some pancakes and some onions,
For 'lasses cakes, to carry home

To give his wife and young ones.*!

1 Earlier personifications

The earliest known personification of what would become
the United States was "Columbia" who first appeared in
1738 and sometimes was associated with Liberty.

Favl STaHp—

Columbia

With the American Revolutionary War came "Brother
Jonathan" as another personification and finally after the
War of 1812 Uncle Sam appeared.!!

However, according to an article in the 1893 The
Lutheran Witess Uncle Sam was simply another name
for Brother Jonathan:

“When we meet him in politics we call him Uncle
Sam; when we meet him in society we call him Brother
Jonathan. Here of late Uncle Sam alias Brother Jonathan
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has been doing a powerful lot of complaining, hardly do-
ing anything else.” (sic)!®

Furthermore, a March 24, 1810 journal entry by Isaac
Mayo states:

weighed anchor stood down the harbour,
passed Sandy Hook, where there are two light-
houses, and put to sea, first and second day out
most deadly seasick, oh could I have got on
shore in the hight [sic] of it, I swear that uncle
Sam, as they call him, would certainly forever
have lost the services of at least one sailor.”]

2 Evolution

The term Uncle Sam is reputedly derived from Samuel
Wilson, a meat packer from Troy, New York, who sup-
plied rations for the soldiers during the war of 1812.
There was a requirement at the time for contractors to
stamp their name and where the rations came from onto
the food they were sending. Wilson’s packages were la-
beled “E.A — US.” When someone asked what that stood
for, a coworker joked and said “Elbert Anderson (the con-
tractor) and Uncle Sam,” referring to Sam Wilson, though
it actually stood for United States.3!

As early as 1835 Brother Jonathan made a reference
to Uncle Sam implying that they symbolized different
things: Brother Jonathan was the country itself while Un-
cle Sam was the government and its power.!”!

By the 1850s the name Brother Jonathan and Uncle Sam
were being used nearly interchangeably to the point that
images of what had been called “Brother Jonathan” were
now being called Uncle Sam. Similarly, appearance of
both personifications varied wildly. For example, one
depiction of Uncle Sam in 1860 depicted him looking
like Benjamin Franklin,'”! (an appearance echoed in
Harper’s Weekly's June 3, 1865 “Checkmate” political
cartoon) while the depiction of Brother Jonathan on page
32 of the January 11, 1862 edition Harper'’s Weekly looks
more like the modern version of Uncle Sam (except for
the lack of a goatee).

However, even with the effective abandonment of
Brother Jonathan (i.e. Johnny Reb) near the end of the
Civil War, Uncle Sam didn't get a standard appearance
until the well-known “recruitment” image of Uncle Sam
was created by James Montgomery Flagg (inspired by a
British recruitment poster showing Lord Kitchener in a
similar pose). It was this image more than any other that
set the appearance of Uncle Sam as the elderly man with
white hair and a goatee wearing a white top hat with white
stars on a blue band, a blue tail coat and red and white
striped trousers.

The image of Uncle Sam was shown publicly for the
first time, according to some, in a picture by Flagg
on the cover of the magazine Leslie’s Weekly, on July

4 REFERENCES

6, 1916, with the caption “What Are You Doing for
Preparedness?"!'1['!1 More than four million copies of
this image were printed between 1917 and 1918.

While Columbia had appeared with either Brother
Jonathan or Uncle Sam, her use as personification for the
U.S. had declined in favor of liberty, and once she be-
came the mascot of Columbia Pictures in the 1920s, she
was effectively abandoned.

Flagg’s image also was used extensively during World
War II during which the U.S. was codenamed 'Sam-
land' by the German intelligence agency Abwehr.['?! The
term was central in the song "The Yankee Doodle Boy",
which in 1942 was featured in the musical Yankee Doodle
Dandy.

There are two memorials to Uncle Sam, both of which
commemorate the life of Samuel Wilson: the Uncle Sam
Memorial Statue in Arlington, Massachusetts, his birth-
place; and a memorial near his long-term residence in
Riverfront Park, Troy, New York. Wilson’s boyhood
home can still be visited in Mason, New Hampshire. He
is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Troy, New York.

In 1989, “Uncle Sam Day” became official. A Congres-
sional joint resolution!!! designated September 13, 1989
as “Uncle Sam Day” (birthday of Samuel Wilson).

3 See also

e Uncle Sam billboard
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Uncle Sam often personified the United States in political car-
toons, such as this one in 1897 about the U.S. annexation of
Hawaii.

An elaborate graffiti photographed in 2008 in Columbus, Ohio,
depicting nation-state surveillance

[10] Morgan, Winifred (1988) An American icon: Brother
Jonathan and American identity University of Delaware

Press pg 95

[11] “Who Created Uncle Sam?". Life’s Little Mysteries. Live
Science. Archived from the original on December 3,
2008. Retrieved February 16, 2012.

[12] Macintyre, Ben. Operation Mincemeat, p.57. ISBN 978-
1-4088-0921-1

[13] http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d100:HJ00626:
@@@X

5 External links

o Civil War Harper’s Weekly newspapers
e Historical Uncle Sam pictures

e James Montgomery Flagg’s 1917 “I Want You”
Poster and other works at the Wayback Machine
(archived October 28, 2004)

e What's the origin of Uncle Sam? The Straight Dope

e Images of a modern Uncle Sam promoting peace


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_cartoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_cartoon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graffiti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbus,_Ohio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surveillance
http://web.archive.org/web/20081203113644/http://www.livescience.com/mysteries/080630-uncle-sam.html
http://www.livescience.com/mysteries/080630-uncle-sam.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781408809211
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781408809211
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d100:HJ00626:@@@X
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d100:HJ00626:@@@X
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/uncle-sam/uncle-sam-pictures.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20041028073959/members.rogers.com/29194174476/posterdata1.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20041028073959/members.rogers.com/29194174476/posterdata1.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
http://www.straightdope.com/classics/a3_003.html
http://www.usathinkingteam.com/

6

6.1

6.2

6 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

Text

Uncle Sam Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncle%20Sam?0ldid=649925337 Contributors: Magnus Manske, Bryan Derksen, Mal-
colm Farmer, Toby Bartels, SimonP, Zoe, Kchishol1970, Infrogmation, Mic, Ixfd64, Sannse, Paul Benjamin Austin, Yaronf, Kingturtle,
Peter Kaminski, Vzbs34, Arteitle, Jengod, FixerMX, David Latapie, WhisperToMe, Gaidheal, Fvw, Proteus, PuzzletChung, Branddobbe,
Ked4roh, Moriori, Altenmann, Ajd, Lowellian, PedroPVZ, Humus sapiens, UtherSRG, Lunkwill, Crimson30, Luis Dantas, Tom harrison,
Daibhid C, Guanaco, Yekrats, Jackol, Gyrofrog, Stevietheman, Utcursch, SoWhy, Antandrus, Beland, Jossi, Jareha, Sam Hocevar, Kahko-
nen, Joyous!, Donar, Trevor Maclnnis, Gazpacho, Elyagim, Jayjg, Haggen Kennedy, DanielCD, Jiy, Discospinster, Smyth, Triskaideka,
Mjpieters, Michael Zimmermann, Bender235, Android79, Zscout370, Hayabusa future, Summer Song, ThierryVignaud, Aude, Shanes,
Tom, RoyBoy, Adambro, Bobo192, Robotje, Smalljim, Adraeus, Spug, BillyTFried, Sam Korn, Pharos, Mareino, Storm Rider, Alansohn,
Ricky81682, Hinotori, Bantman, Hu, Wtmitchell, Amorymeltzer, Tweek, Dismas, RPIRED, Kmartin, OleMaster, Jeffrey O. Gustafson,
Georgia guy, TigerShark, MONGO, Bkwillwm, Cbdorsett, Isnow, Eyreland, Sega381, Wayward, Polar, DavidFarmbrough, Prothonotar,
KHMO03, Marudubshinki, GoldRingChip, MC MasterChef, Thirdgen, Darguz Parsilvan, The wub, DoubleBlue, FuriousFreddy, Yamamoto
Ichiro, RexNL, Leslie Mateus, Dtraynor, Brendan Moody, Alphachimp, Imnotminkus, Chobot, DVdm, VolatileChemical, Wikizen, The
Rambling Man, Hawaiian717, Split, Splintercellguy, Sceptre, Serinde, John Smith’s, Bilky asko, Casey J. Morris, Akamad, Stephenb,
Shell Kinney, Rsrikanth05, Nicke L, Wimt, NawlinWiki, Grafen, DrTofu83, InvaderJim42, Semperf, Nate1481, Psy guy, CLW, Engi-
neer Bob, Bantosh, PGPirate, Robost, BazookaJoe, Zzuuzz, Theda, Closedmouth, Oldarmy, Nae'blis, Flowersofnight, Thespian, Allens,
Clreland, Kalsermar, Sardanaphalus, SmackBot, Zazaban, Blue520, Ikip, Jfurr1981, WookieInHeat, Delldot, Frymaster, Yamaguchi2,
Papep, Gilliam, Johnnyapollo, Skizzik, BirdValiant, Tyciol, Bluebot, Master of Puppets, Thumperward, DHN-bot, Zephyrad, ChrisThe-
Dude, Rrburke, Kcordina, Crazydudeboy, Savidan, TedE, MichaelBillington, Dreadstar, Segafreak2, Weregerbil, MonkeyHateClean, Silent
Wind of Doom, Buidinhthiem, Pilotguy, Kukini, Coat of Arms, Rory096, Kuru, Spir, Nkcs, Rorx, Syrcatbot, Regularface, Random-
Critic, JHunterJ, Drumlineramos, Gavin6942, Slakr, Boogerface, Riffic, Manifestation, WHATHEDEUCE, Flonga557, Pseudoanony-
mous, Skyscraper2592, Iridescent, Kencf0618, Grblomerth, Joseph Solis in Australia, Shoeofdeath, GMcGath, Drvanthorp, Courcelles,
Tawkerbot2, BruceGrubb, Randroide, Lahiru k, Showdown, Linuxerist, Friendly Neighbour, Scohoust, AlbertSM, SOulreaper, TheMighty-
Orb, Xon4, Shandris, Equendil, STFmaryville, Cydebot, Peripitus, Treybien, Darksyne, Travelbird, DangApricot, Adolphus79, Tommy
amorim, Shirulashem, Caius Merlyn, Chrislk02, Bookgrrl, Dagon438, Robo102, Thijs!bot, Sarichkaa, Jpark3909, Marek69, John254, Es-
emono, X201, Jaspaln, Nimakha, Dfrg.msc, Jnorthup, Ludde23, TangentCube, Ivan Linares, Mentifisto, Hires an editor, AntiVandalBot,
Jayron32, Wahabijaz, Deadbeef, MER-C, Skomorokh, Rearete, Albany NY, Andonic, LittleOldMe, Bongwarrior, VoABot II, Trnj2000,
CattleGirl, Puddhe, Lord khadgar05, Jvhertum, Cgingold, Spanchangam, Vssun, Khalid Mahmood, Bu hén ér Ii, Jonomacdrones, Gjd001,
The Gonz, MartinBot, CliffC, Arjun01, Rettetast, Sm8900, FDD, Mschel, Thadrd28, LedgendGamer, Tgeairn, J.delanoy, Pharaoh of
the Wizards, Trusilver, Sammmedad, Bogey97, Uncle Dick, Cbeales, Cheesebrain, Bigboss88, Skier Dude, Pyrospirit, AntiSpamBot,
Berserkerz Crit, NewEnglandYankee, Jackofallknowledge, Touch Of Light, Joshua Issac, David Du, Fpssam, WhiteOak2006, Wikiedi-
tor06, Greg Zenger, Ezekemdca, Critical Info, VolkovBot, DSRH, Science4sail, Jeff G., AlnoktaBOT, Philip Trueman, Aicchalmers, Cop-
boy1, Timmay1993, Malinaccier, Vipinhari, GDonato, Rei-bot, Mgard7331, Pret-sell, Fredrick day, Munroih, Briandavies80, Bodybag-
ger, Flyingw, Sam the bam, Sam henkels, Plancus, Df747jet, Rossdaboss11492, Deep1989, Falcon8765, Xbound, AlleborgoBot, Kbrose,
Lgoodrich, Byebyespy, Marconius666, Tiddly Tom, Ellbeecee, Fanra, Hertz1888, Chubs1234, Wannal234, Caltas, RJaguar3, Ballzzz,
Keilana, Sf46, EnOreg, Doctorfluffy, Oxymoron83, Antonio Lopez, Faradayplank, AngelOfSadness, GuitarCheesel0, Also, octopuses,
KoshVorlon, Streamboy6, DoingMyPart, Kajivar, Jaynebarlow30535, Hubertfarnsworth, Chillum, Denisarona, Escape Orbit, Jimmy Slade,
Floorwalker, Loren.wilton, ClueBot, Binksternet, GorillaWarfare, Xenonof Arcticus, The Thing That Should Not Be, Mattspac, Ewawer,
Saddhiyama, CounterVandalismBot, Fishyhoracio, Sam Barsoom, Blanchardb, Brooknet, Excirial, Pumpmeup, Grandory, Drewgills91,
Sun Creator, Tyler, CAVincent, Another Believer, Versus22, Pwnjabi, XLinkBot, Hotcrocodile, Avoided, Unclesugar, PirateerO11, Gen-
blight, Noctibus, Mm40, Airplaneman, Addbot, Proofreader77, PahaOlo, Ronhjones, Fieldday-sunday, Vishnava, Fluffernutter, Lost on
belmont, Morning277, Ransac838, Numbo3-bot, Tide rolls, Lightbot, Apteva, Soulreaper, Luckas-bot, Yobot, JJARichardson, Ptbot-
gourou, Fraggle81, THEN WHO WAS PHONE?, Ningauble, AnomieBOT, Piano non troppo, Kingpin13, Flewis, Materialscientist, Maxis
ftw, ArthurBot, Parthian Scribe, Xgbot, Abram151, JimVC3, Capricorn42, DSisyphBot, Chongo713, There are no names left, Craig
Michaud, Kurlandlegionar, Erik9, George585, FrescoBot, Surv1v4llst, Romphotog, Recognizance, Howard b6b, Jlemmers, Peetlesnum-
berl, Pinethicket, Elockid, A412, Calmer Waters, Fat&Happy, SpaceFlight89, Iloveabigredman, Fumitol, Justaquickone, Crusoe8181,
Orangesodakid, Lotje, Vrenator, Spyplane202, Cowkid99, Jeffrd10, Diannaa, Jesus2600, Tbhotch, Babybooties, Hornlitz, TjBot, Ripchip
Bot, Matheny - 25, VernoWhitney, Myownworst, NerdyScienceDude, EmausBot, Immunize, Sherazade96, Wikipelli, Gambitx 18, ZéroBot,
White Trillium, 19606, Access Denied, Unreal7, CheerGirlRox, Tolly4bolly, Microprocessor Man, L Kensington, Ofcdeadbeat, Donner60,
Masterike, Bleemoo, Petrb, ClueBot NG, RJD324, This lousy T-shirt, AerobicFox, Joefromrandb, Sanjeep32, Jjrizzi, Shurtlefthal, This-
ten, BlowingTopHat, Jmescraig, YankeeMofoFromCleveland, Pluma, Mightymights, Stacie04, Nightenbelle, Calidum, Calabe1992, NeuP,
Corrigancj, MusikAnimal, Sobarwiki, Yerevantsi, VirusKA, Damielle123, Laraza55, PlasmaTime, Zujua, Glacialfox, Glawsy, Achowat,
Redhumv, Rizmaster, Cv45319, GoShow, Gjsniffles, TheJJJunk, Alicekim53, Frosty, TripBY, WayneyP, Darklight2, Rotten regard, Reat-
las, Epicgenius, Trollpoison, Chris troutman, Jghapher, Wtfbro7, Dfonfa, Wikiboyy 12, Zacwill16, UnionAntiYanqui, IRunThisTown,
Josediaz23, Ki913ah, Platnum Changes and Anonymous: 717

Images

File:ColumbiaStahrArtwork.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3a/ColumbiaStahrArtwork.jpg License:
Public domain Contributors: Via [1] Original artist: Paul Stahr

File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

File:Edit-clear.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Edit-clear.svg License: Public domain Contributors: The
Tango! Desktop Project. Original artist:

The people from the Tango! project. And according to the meta-data in the file, specifically: “Andreas Nilsson, and Jakub Steiner (although
minimally).”

File:Featured_article_star.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Featured_article_star.svg License: CC-
BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Booyabazooka


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncle%2520Sam?oldid=649925337
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3a/ColumbiaStahrArtwork.jpg
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/designs_for_democracy/designs_for_a_new_century/articles/be_patriotic_poster_1.html
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Edit-clear.svg
http://tango.freedesktop.org/Tango_Desktop_Project
http://tango.freedesktop.org/The_People
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bc/Featured_article_star.svg
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Booyabazooka

6.3

6.3

Content license 5

File:Portal-puzzle.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ?
Original artist: 7

File:UncleSamListensIn.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/UncleSamListensIn.jpg License: CC BY
2.0 Contributors: https://secure.flickr.com/photos/jeffschuler/2585181312/in/set-72157604249628154 Original artist: Jeff Schuler

File:Uncle_Sam_and_His_\char''0022\relax{}Oyster_Sandwiches”.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/
0f/Uncle_Sam_and_His_%?22Oyster_Sandwiches%22.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/
sn90059523/1897-06-17/ed- 1/seq- 1/ Original artist: The Saint Paul globe

File:Unclesamwantyou.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/Unclesamwantyou.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Library of Congress Original artist: James Montgomery Flagg

Content license

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/UncleSamListensIn.jpg
https://secure.flickr.com/photos/jeffschuler/2585181312/in/set-72157604249628154
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Uncle_Sam_and_His_%2522Oyster_Sandwiches%2522.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0f/Uncle_Sam_and_His_%2522Oyster_Sandwiches%2522.jpg
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90059523/1897-06-17/ed-1/seq-1/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90059523/1897-06-17/ed-1/seq-1/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1d/Unclesamwantyou.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Samuel - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel

Samuel

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

,,,,,,, 1/;21 Hebrew: YRINWY, Modern Shmu'‘el,
Tiberian Somii 'él; Greek: Tapovih Samouél; Latin: Samvel,
Arabic: J sea Samoel; Strong's: Shemuwel), literally
meaning "Name of God" in Hebrew, is a leader of ancient
Israel in the Books of Samuel in the Hebrew Bible. He is also
known as a prophet and is mentioned in the second chapter of

Samuel

the Qur'an, although not by name.[!

His status, as viewed by rabbinical literature, is that he was
the last of the Hebrew Judges and the first of the major
prophets who began to prophesy inside the Land of Israel. He
was thus at the cusp between two eras. According to the text
of the Books of Samuel, he also anointed the first two kings
of the Kingdom of Israel: Saul and David.
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Family

Samuel's mother was Hannah and his father was
Elkanah. Hannah, at the beginning of the narrative, is
barren and childless, like Abraham's wife Sarah. Hannah
prays to God for a child. Eli who is sitting at the foot of
the doorpost in the sanctuary at Shiloh, sees her
apparently mumbling and thinks Hannah is drunk, but is
soon assured of her motivation and sobriety. Eli was,
according to the Books of Samuel, the name of a priest
of Shiloh, and one of the last Israelite Judges before the
rule of kings in ancient Israel. He blesses her after she
promises the child to God. Subsequently Hannah
becomes pregnant; her child is Samuel. After he is
weaned, she leaves him in Eli's care. Gerbrand van den Eeckhout - Hannah presenting her
son Samuel to the priest Eli ca.1665

Elkanah is Samuel's father and lives at Ramah (1 Sam.

1:19; 2:11; comp. 28:3), in the district of Zuph. His

genealogy is also found in a pedigree of the Kohathites (1 Chron. 6:3-15) and in that of Heman, his great-
grandson (ib. vi. 18-22). According to the genealogical tables, Elkanah was a Levite - a fact otherwise not
mentioned in the books of Samuel. The fact that Elkanah, a Levite, was denominated an Ephraimite is

analogous to the designation of a Levite belonging to Judah (Judges 17:7, for example).!4!
Name

According to 1 Samuel 1:20 (http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&verse=1:20&
src=HE), Hannah named Samuel to commemorate her prayer to God for a child. Samuel is translated as heard
of God or "God has heard" (from 'shama’, "heard," and 'El', God).[S] The Hebrew root of "Samuel" is "sha’al", a
word mentioned seven times in 1 Samuel 1 and once as "sha’ul", Saul’s name in Hebrew (1 Samuel 1:28).
Biblical historian Michael Coogan suggests that Saul’s birth narrative was transferred to Samuel by the

Deuteronomist historians.©!

Calling

One night, around the age of 13, Samuel heard a voice calling his name. According to the Jewish historian

Josephus, Samuel was about 12 years old.[”] He initially assumed it was coming from Eli and went to Eli to ask
what he wished to say. Eli, however, sent Samuel back to sleep. After this happened three times Eli realized that
the voice was the Lord's, and instructed Samuel on how to respond (1 Samuel 3:9). Once Samuel responded, the
Lord told him that the wickedness of the sons of Eli had resulted in their dynasty being condemned to
destruction. In the morning, Eli asked Samuel to honestly recount to him what he had been told by the Lord.
Upon receiving the communication, Eli merely said that the Lord should do what seems right unto him (1
Samuel 3:18).

Leader

During Samuel's youth at Shiloh, the Philistines inflicted a decisive defeat against the Israelites at Eben-Ezer
(1 Sam. 4:1,2 (http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Sam.&verse=4:1,2&src=HE)), placed the
land under Philistine control, and took the sanctuary's Ark for themselves.
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This was decades before the Israelites had begun to be ruled by a king. After 20 years of such oppression,
Samuel, who had gained national prominence as a prophet (1 Samuel 3:20), summoned the people to Mizpah
(one of the highest hills in the land), where he organized them into an army, and led them against the Philistines.
The Philistines, having marched to Mizpah to attack the newly amassed Israelite army, were soundly defeated
and fled in terror. The retreating Philistines were slaughtered by the Israelites, which the Bible portrays
positively. The text then states that Samuel erected a large stone at the battle site as a memorial, and there
ensued a long period of peace thereafter.

During the successful campaign against the Amalekites, King Saul spared Agag, the king of the Amalekites,
and the best of their livestock. According to Saul, he tells Samuel that they spared the choicest of the
Amalekites' sheep and oxen, claiming that they intend to sacrifice the livestock to the Lord in Gilgal (1 Samuel
15:15, 21). And thus, thereby, not fully obeying the Lord's command, which was to "... utterly destroy all that
they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass"
(1 Samuel 15:3). Upon receiving word from the Lord about Saul's actions, Samuel grieved and wept all night
unto the Lord. Samuel later confronts King Saul for his disobedience to the divine command to destroy the
whole Amalekite population and livestock, giving Saul notice that God had rejected his kingship for this reason.
After Saul asked Samuel for forgiveness and repented, Samuel executed King Agag in this manner: "And
Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal" (1 Samuel 15:33). Saul never saw Samuel again as a

living body after the execution of Agag in Gilgal.[8!

Textual criticism

National prophet, local seer
Some authors see the biblical Samuel as combining descriptions of two distinct roles:

m A seer, based at Ramah, and seemingly known scarcely beyond the immediate neighbourhood of Ramah
(Saul, for example, not having heard of him, with his servant informing him of his existence instead). In
this role, Samuel is associated with the bands of musical ecstatic roaming prophets (Nevi'im - neb'im) at
Gibeah, Bethel, and Gilgal, and some traditional scholars have argued that Samuel was the founder of
these groups. At Ramah, Samuel secretly anoints Saul, after having met him for the first time, while Saul
was looking for his father's lost donkeys, and treated him to a meal.

m A prophet, based at Shiloh, who went throughout the land, from place to place, with unwearied zeal,
reproving, rebuking, and exhorting the people to repentance. In this role, Samuel acted as a (biblical)
judge, publicly advising the nation, and also giving private advice to individuals. Eventually Samuel
delegates this role to his sons, based at Beersheba, but they behave corruptly and so the people, facing
invasion from the Ammonites, persuade Samuel to appoint a king. Samuel reluctantly does so, and

anoints Saul in front of the entire nation, who had gathered to see him.

Textual scholars suggest that these two roles come from different sources, which later were spliced together to
form the Book(s) of Samuel. The oldest is considered to be that which marks Samuel as the local seer of
Ramah, who willingly anoints Saul as King in secret, while the latter is that which presents Samuel as a national
figure, who begrudgingly anoints Saul as King in front of a national assembly. This later source is generally
known as the republican source, since here, and elsewhere, it denigrates the actions and role of the monarchy
(particularly those of Saul) and favours religious figures, in contrast to the other main source — the monarchial
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source — which treats the monarchy favourably. Theoretically if we had the monarchial source we would see
Saul appointed king by public acclamation, due to his military victories, and not by cleromancy involving
Samuel. Another difference between the sources is that the republican source treats the shouters as somewhat
independent from Samuel (1 Samuel 9 (http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&
verse=9&src=1ff)) rather than having been led by him (1 Samuel 19:18ff (http://tools.wmflabs.org
/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&verse=19:18ff&src=HE)). The passage (1 Samuel 7:15-16
(http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&verse=7:15-16&src=HE)) in which Samuel is
described as having exercised the functions of a (biblical) judge, during an annual circuit from Ramah to Bethel
to Gilgal (the Gilgal between Ebal and Gerizim) to Mizpah and back to Ramabh, is thought by textual scholars to

be a redaction aimed at harmonizing the two portrayals of Samuel.[°]

The Book(s) of Samuel variously describe Samuel as having carried out sacrifices at sanctuaries, and having
constructed and sanctified altars. According to the Priestly Code/Deuteronomic Code only Aaronic
priests/Levites (depending on the textual tradition) were permitted to perform these actions, and simply being a
nazarite or prophet was insufficient. The books of Samuel and Kings offer numerous examples where this rule
is not followed by kings and prophets, but some textual scholars look elsewhere seeking a harmonization of the
issues. In the Book of Chronicles, Samuel is described as a Levite, rectifying this situation; however textual
scholars widely see the Book of Chronicles as an attempt to redact the Book(s) of Samuel and of Kings to
conform to later religious sensibilities. Since many of the Biblical law codes themselves are thought to postdate
the Book(s) of Samuel (according to the documentary hypothesis), Chronicles is probably making its claim
based on religious bias. The Levitical genealogy of 1 Chronicles 4 (http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder

/7book=1%20Chronicles&verse=4&src=HE) is not historical, according to modern scholarship.[*]

The Deuteronomistic Historians' Portrait of Samuel

The Deuteronomistic Historians, who redacted the Former Prophets (Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2
Kings), idealized Samuel as a figure who is larger than life like Joshua. Samuel's father, Elkanah, is described as
having originated from Zuph, specifically Ramathaim-Zophim, which was part of the tribal lands of Ephraim,
while the Books of Chronicles state that he was a Levite.[!%] Samuel is a judge who leads the military like in the
Book of Judges and also who exercises judicial functions. In 1 Sam 12:6-17, the Deuteronomic Historians
composed a speech of Samuel that puts him as the judge sent by God to save Israel.[!!! In 1 Samuel 9:6-20,
Samuel is seen as a local “seer.” The Deuteronomistic Historians preserved this view of Samuel while
contributing him as “the first of prophets to articulate the failure of Israel to live up to its covenant with God.”
1] For the Deuteronomistic Historians, Samuel was extension of Moses and continuing Moses’ function as a

prophet, judge, and a priest which made historical Samuel uncertain.!1!]

Samuel's retirement and death

Samuel initially appointed his two sons as his successors; however, the Israelites rejected them and insisted on
having a king rule over them. Samuel, who is opposed to a king, warns them of the potential negative
consequences of such a decision, but at the people's insistence, asks God for a king. Samuel is told to seek out
Saul, an animal herder said to be a head taller than his peers, and anoint him as the first King of Israel.

Just before his retirement, Samuel gathered the people to an assembly at Gilgal, and gave them a farewell
speech in which he emphasised how prophets and judges were more important than kings, how kings should be
held to account, and how the people should not fall into idol worship, or worship of Asherah or of Baal; Samuel
threatened that God would subject the people to foreign invaders should they disobey. This is seen by some

people as a deuteronomic redaction;! being that archaeologically sees that Asherah was still worshipped in
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Israelite households well into the 6th century. However, the Bible is
clear in 1 Kings 11:5, 33, and 2 Kings 23:13 that the Israelites fell into

Asherah worship later on.[!2]

Samuel then went into retirement, though he reappears briefly in the two
accounts of why Saul's dynasty lost divine favour (parts of 1 Samuel 13
(http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&
verse=13&src=HE) and 15 (http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder
/Mbook=1%20Sam&verse=15&src=HE)), essentially acting, according to
scholars, as the narrator's mouthpiece. Apart from being the individual
who anoints David as king, a role Samuel is abruptly summoned to take,
he does not appear any further in the text until his own death at his
hometown Ramah (1 Samuel 25:1 (http://tools.wmflabs.org
/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&verse=25:1&src=HE), 28:3
(http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=1%20Samuel&
verse=28:3&src=HE)), where he is buried. According to classical
rabbinical sources, this was at the age of fifty-two.

Apparition of the spirit of Samuel to

Samuel's death, however, is not completely the end of his appearance in Saul, by Salvator Rosa, 1668.

the narrative. In the passage concerning Saul's visit to the Witch of

Endor, ascribed by textual scholars to the republican source, Samuel was temporarily raised from the dead so
that he can tell Saul his future. There are other interpretations which say that Saul and the witch having been
frightened by his appearance, and Samuel as having been composed, classical rabbinical sources argue that
Samuel was terrified by the ordeal, having expected to be appearing to face God's judgement, and had therefore

brought Moses with him (to the land of the living) as a witness to his adherence to the mitzvot.[°]

Perspectives on Samuel

Judaism

According to the Book of Jeremiah, and one of the Psalms (99
(http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Psalmé&
verse=99&src=HE)), Samuel had a high devotion to God. Classical
Rabbinical literature adds that he was more than an equal to Moses,
God speaking directly to Samuel, rather than Samuel having to
attend the tabernacle to hear God.[!3] Samuel is also described by
the Rabbis as having been extremely intelligent; he argued that it
was legitimate for laymen to slaughter sacrifices, since the Halakha
only insisted that the priests bring the blood (ct Leviticus 1:5
(http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Leviticus&
verse=1:5&src=HE), Zebahim 32a).['4] Eli, who was viewed
negatively by many Classical Rabbis, is said to have reacted to this logic of Samuel by arguing that it was
technically true, but Samuel should be put to death for making legal statements while Eli (his mentor) was

Grave of the Prophet Samuel, Jerusalem

present.[14]

Samuel is also treated by the Classical Rabbis as a much more sympathetic character than he appears at face
value in the Bible; his annual circuit is explained as being due to his wish to spare people the task of having to
journey to him; Samuel is said to have been very rich, taking his entire household with him on the circuit so that
he didn't need to impose himself on anyone's hospitality; when Saul fell out of God's favour, Samuel is
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described as having grieved copiously and having prematurely aged.[!>]

Christianity

For Evangelical Christians Samuel is considered to be a Prophet, Judge, and wise Leader of Israel, and treated
as an example of fulfilled commitments to God. On the Eastern Orthodox liturgical calendar, as well as the
Lutheran calendar, his feast day is August 20. He is commemorated as one of the Holy Forefathers in the
Calendar of Saints of the Armenian Apostolic Church on July 30. In the Coptic Orthodox Church, the
commemoration of the departure of Samuel the Prophet is celebrated on 9 Paoni.

Islam

Samuel is also a revered prophet!6] and seer in the Islamic faith. The

narrative of Samuel in Muslim literature focuses specifically on his birth
and the anointing of Saul. Other elements from his narrative are in
accordance with the narratives of other prophets of Israel, as exegesis
recounts Samuel's preaching against idolatry. Although he is mentioned
in the Qur'an, his name is not given but he is instead referred to as "a

Prophet".[”] According to Islamic history, the Israelites, after the time of

the prophet Moses, wanted a king to rule over their country. Thus, God ol i
sent the prophet Samuel to anoint Saul as the first king for the Israelites. Mosque of the Prophet Samuel,
The Qur'an states: Jerusalem

Have you thought of the elders of Israel after Moses, and how they
said to their apostle: "Set up a king for us, then we shall fight in
the way of God?" He replied: "This too is possible that when
commanded to fight you may not fight at all." They said: "How is
it we should not fight in the way of God when we have been
driven from our homes and deprived of our Sons?" But when they
were ordered to fight they turned away, except for a few; yet God
knows the sinners.

—Qur'an, sura 2 (Al-Baqara), ayah 246!17]

The Qur'an goes on to state that a king was anointed by the prophet, whose name was 7alut (Saul in the Hebrew
Bible). However, it states that the Israelites mocked and reviled the newly appointed king, as he was not
wealthy from birth. But, in sharp contrast to the Hebrew Bible, the Qur'an praises Saul greatly, and mentions
that he was gifted with great spiritual and physical strength. In the Qur'anic account, Samuel prophesies to the
children of Israel, telling them that the sign of Saul's kingship will be that the Ark of the Covenant will come
back to the Israelites:

And when their prophet said to them: "God has raised Saul king over you," they said: "How can he
be king over us when we have greater right to kingship than he, for he does not even possess
abundant wealth?" "God has chosen him in preference to you," said the prophet "and gifted him
abundantly in wisdom and stature; and God gives authority to whomsoever He will: God is infinite
and all-wise."

Their prophet said to them: "The sign of his kingship will be that you will come to have a chest

6 of 8 3/17/2015 7:27 PM



Samuel - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel

(tabu't) full of peace and tranquility (Sakina) from your Lord and remainder of the legacy of the
children of Moses and the children of Aaron, carried over by the angels. In this certainly shall be a
sign for you if you really believe."

—Qur'an, sura 2 (Al-Baqara), ayah 247-248[18]
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