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Urvashi

“Urvasi” redirects here. For the song, see Kadhalan
(soundtrack).

This article is related to Hindu legend. For the
Indian film actresses with the name Urvashi see
Urvashi (actress) and Urvashi Sharma.

Urvashi and Pururavas painted by Raja Ravi Varma

Urvashi (Urvaśī, from Uras “heart” + Vashi “one who
controls”, “one who controls the heart”) is an Apsara
(nymph) in Hindu legend. Monier Monier-Williams pro-
poses a different etymology in which the name means
“widely pervasive,” and suggests that in its first appear-
ances in Vedic texts it is a name for the dawn goddess.
She was a celestial maiden in Indra's court and was con-
sidered the most beautiful of all the Apsaras.
She became the wife of king Pururavas (Purūrávas, from
purū+rávas “crying much or loudly”), an ancient chief
of the lunar race. ShBr 11.5.1, and treated in Kalidasa's
drama Vikramōrvaśīyam.
She is perennially youthful and infinitely charming but al-
ways elusive.[1] She is a source as much of delight as of

dolour.[2]

1 Birth

Narayana on the left and Nara on the right, Deogarh, Uttar
Pradesh, ca. 5th century

There are many legends about the birth of Urvashi but the
following one is most prevalent.
Once the revered sages Nara-narayana was meditating in
the holy shrine of Badrinath Temple situated in the Hi-
malayas. Indra, the king of the Gods, did not want the
sage to acquire divine powers throughmeditation and sent
two apsaras to distract him. The sage struck his thigh and
created a woman so beautiful that Indra’s apsaras were
left matchless. This was Urvashi, named from ur, the
Sanskrit word for thigh. After his meditation was com-
plete the sage gifted Urvashi to Indra, and she occupied
the pride of place in Indra’s court.

2 See also

• Urvashi and Pururavas

3 References

• A Dictionary of Hindu Mythology & Religion by
John Dowson

[1] George (ed.), K.M. (1992). Modern Indian Literature, an
Anthology. Sahitya Akademi. ISBN 978-81-7201-324-0.

1

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kadhalan_(soundtrack)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kadhalan_(soundtrack)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urvashi_(actress)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urvashi_Sharma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raja_Ravi_Varma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apsara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nymph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monier_Monier-Williams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pururavas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunar_Dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shatapatha_Brahmana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalidasa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikram%C5%8Drva%C5%9B%C4%AByam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deogarh,_Uttar_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deogarh,_Uttar_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nara-narayana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Badrinath_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apsara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urvashi_and_Pururavas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Dowson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahitya_Akademi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-81-7201-324-0


2 3 REFERENCES

[2] George (ed.), K.M. (1992). Modern Indian Literature, an
Anthology. Sahitya Akademi. ISBN 978-81-7201-324-0.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahitya_Akademi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-81-7201-324-0


3

4 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

4.1 Text
• Urvashi Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urvashi?oldid=627250065 Contributors: Bearcat, Rosarino, Dbachmann, Dannown, Cm-
drjameson, Adityad, Japanese Searobin, Dangerous-Boy, Koavf, TheRingess, Vegaswikian, Gd, Musicpvm, Douglasfrankfort~enwiki,
SmackBot, Jagged 85, ImpuMozhi, Karthik.raman, Anoopkn, RomanSpa, RandomCritic, Cydebot, Thijs!bot, Ekabhishek, Johnbod, Skier
Dude, Redtigerxyz, Buddhipriya, AlleborgoBot, Dawn Bard, Denisarona, ClueBot, Snocrates, DragonBot, Jotterbot, Addbot, Debresser,
Elen of the Roads, Krishnakoli, Lilaac, EmausBot, Chance146, Zeneriq, ClueBot NG, Gogetenks95, Helpful Pixie Bot, ScrollsofAryavarta,
Subhgopa, Sunstar558, Limon994 and Anonymous: 30

4.2 Images
• File:Nara_Narayana_Deogarh.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Nara_Narayana_Deogarh.jpg Li-
cense: CC BY 2.0 Contributors: originally posted to Flickr as 2705_Narayana_Detailfk.jpg Original artist: Bob King

• File:Om.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8e/Om.svg License: PD Contributors:
svg created by Rugby471 from a public domain symbol
Original artist:
Rugby471

• File:Urvashi-Pururavas_by_RRV.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Urvashi-Pururavas_by_RRV.jpg
License: Public domain Contributors: Painting by Raja Ravi Varma Original artist: Raja Ravi Varma

4.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urvashi?oldid=627250065
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Nara_Narayana_Deogarh.jpg
http://flickr.com/photos/16406105@N00/2073661519
http://flickr.com/photos/16406105@N00
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8e/Om.svg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Urvashi-Pururavas_by_RRV.jpg
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


ఊర్వశి 

 

 

ஊர்வசி 

 

 

ઉર્વશી 

 


	Birth
	See also 
	References
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


