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Vac

Vak or Vac (stem vac-, nominative vak) is the Sanskrit
word for “speech”, from a verbal root vac- “speak, tell,
utter”.

Personified, Vak is a goddess; in the Veda she is also
represented as created by Prajapati and married to him;
in other places she is called the “mother of the Vedas”
and wife of Indra.['''?! In Hinduism, she is identified with
Bharati or Sarasvati.

1 Rigveda

In the early Rigveda (books 2 to 7), vdc- refers to the
voice, in particularly the voice of the priest raised in
sacrifice. She is personified only RV 8 and RV 10, in RV
10.125.5 speaking in the first person (trans. Griffith),

ahdm evd svaydm iddm vadami
/ justam devébhir utd manusebhih
yam kamdye tdm-tam ugrdm
krnomi / tdm brahmanam tdm rsim
tam sumedham
“I, verily, myself announce and ut-
ter the word that Gods and men
alike shall welcome.
I make the man I love exceeding
mighty, make him a sage, a Rsi, and
a Brahman.”

The intimate connection of speech, sacrifice and creation
in (late) Rigvedic thought is expressed in RV 10.71.1-4:

1. brhaspate prathamdm vaco
dgram / ydt prairata namadhéyam
dddhanah
vdd esam Sréstham ydd ariprdm dsit
/ prend tdd esam nihitam guhavih
2. sdktum iva tita'una pundnto / yd-
tra dhira mdnasa vdacam dkrata
ydtra sdakhayah sakhyani janate /
bhadraisam laksmir nihitadhi vaci
3. yajiiéna vacdah padaviyam ayan
/tdm dnv avindann Fsisu pravistam
tam abhrtya vy adadhuh purutrd /
tam saptd rebhd abhi sam navante
4. utd tvah pdsyan nd dadarsa va-
cam / utd tvah Srnvdn nd Srnoty
enam

Vak also speaks, and is described as a goddess, in RV

8.100:

utd tvasmai tanvam vi sasre / jayéva
patya uSati suvasah

“When men, Brhaspati!, giving
names to objects, sent out Vak’s
first and earliest utterances

All that was excellent and spot-
less, treasured within them, was
disclosed through their affection.”
“Where, like men cleansing corn-
flour in a cribble, the wise in spirit
have created language,

Friends see and recognize the
marks of friendship: their speech
retains the blessed sign imprinted.”
“With sacrifice the trace of Vak
they followed, and found her har-
bouring within the Rsis.

They brought her, dealt her forth in
many places: seven singers make
her tones resound in concert.”
“One man hath ne'er seen Vak, and
yet he seeth: one man hath hearing
but hath never heard her.

But to another hath she shown
her beauty as a fond well-dressed
woman to her husband.”

10.  ydd vag vddanty avic-
etandni / rdastri devanam nisasdda
mandra
cdtasra tirjam duduhe pdyamsi / kva
svid asyah paramdm jagama
11. devim vdacam ajanayanta devis
/tam visvdrapah pasdvo vadanti
sa no mandrésam irjam dihanda /
dheniir vag asmdn vpa sustutaitu

“When, uttering words which no
one comprehended, Vak, Queen of
Gods, the Gladdener, was seated,
The heaven’s four regions drew
forth drink and vigour: now whither
hath her noblest portion vanished?"
“The Deities generated Vak the
Goddess, and animals of every fig-
ure speak her.
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May she, the Gladdener, yielding
food and vigour, the Milch-cow
Vak, approach us meetly lauded.”

RV 1.164.45 has:

2

(1]
(2]

catvari vak pdrimita padani /
tani vidur brahmand yé manisinah
giha trini nihita néngayanti /
turlyam vacé manusya vadanti

“Speech hath been measured out in
four divisions, the Brahmans who
have understanding know them.

Three kept in close concealment
cause no motion; of speech, men
speak only the fourth division.”

See also

Hindu deities
Rigvedic deities

Sabda
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