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Veritas

For other uses, see Veritas (disambiguation).
In Roman mythology, Veritas, meaning truth, was the

Statue of Veritas outside the Supreme Court of Canada

goddess of truth, a daughter of Saturn and the mother of
Virtue. It was believed that she hid in the bottom of a
holy well because she was so elusive. Her image is shown
as a young virgin dressed in white.[1]

Veritas is also the name given to the Roman virtue
of truthfulness, which was considered one of the main

virtues any good Roman should possess. In Greek
mythology, Veritas was known as Aletheia. Veritas was
often dipicted nude.

1 Educational mottos

This Latin word "veritas" now appears in the mottos of
many colleges and universities. It is typically capital-
ized in mottos (as "Veritas") for being an ideal (such
as: Truth, Kindness and Beauty). Veritas is the motto
of Harvard University, Drake University, Knox College
(Illinois), Bilkent University, the University of California
- Hastings College of the Law, as well as the Dominican
Order of the Roman Catholic Church, and Providence
College, which is run by the Dominicans. Additionally,
the Buckley School of the City of New York employs
the phrase Honor et Veritas as their school motto. Uni-
versity of Indonesia included Veritas in “Veritas, Pro-
bitas, Iustitia” as their motto. University of Cape Coast in
Ghana also included Veritas in “Veritas Nobis Lumen”.
University of Hong Kong in Hong Kong also included
Veritas in “sapientia et virtus”.
Caldwell College in Caldwell, New Jersey issues a “Ver-
itas Award” each year in honor of the Dominican Sis-
ters who founded and administer the college. “Veritas”
is included in the motto of Indiana University and Yale
University, Lux et Veritas (“Light and Truth”). It also ap-
pears on the California State University's motto Vox Ver-
itas Vita (“Speak the Truth as a way of Life”). "Veritas
vos liberabit" (“The Truth Will Set You Free”) is the
motto of The Johns Hopkins University. Veritas Curat
(“Truth Cures”) is the motto of the Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education and Research, a medi-
cal school in Puducherry, India. Howard University, in
Washington, DC, goes by the motto “Veritas et Utilitas”,
translated to “Truth and Service”.

2 See also

• In vino veritas

• John 18:38

• Urim and Thummim
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3 Notes
[1] Mercantante, Anthony S. The Fact on File Encyclopedia

of World Mythology and Legend. Facts on File, 1988, p.
654, ISBN 0-8160-1049-8.
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• History of Truth: The Greek “Aletheia”

• History of Truth: The Latin “Veritas”
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Etymology

From Latin vēritās

Noun

veritas (uncountable)

Truth, particularly of a transcendent character  [quotations ▼]1. 

Anagrams

variest

Latin

Pronunciation

(Classical) IPA(key): /ˈweː.ri.taːs/, [ˈweː.rɪ.taːs]
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Noun

vēritās f (genitive vēritātis); third declension

truth  [quotations ▼]1. 

Declension

Third declension.

Number Singular Plural

nominative vēritās vēritātēs

genitive vēritātis vēritātum

dative vēritātī vēritātibus

accusative vēritātem vēritātēs

ablative vēritāte vēritātibus

vocative vēritās vēritātēs

Antonyms

falsitās

Derived terms

in vino veritas

Descendants

Albanian: vërtetë

Catalan: veritat

English: verity, veritas

French: vérité

Galician: verdade

Italian: verità

Portuguese: verdade

Romansch: vardad

Sicilian: virità

Spanish: verdad

Participle

veritās

accusative feminine plural of veritus1. 
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