1723. People Like Emerson Were no Doubt Inspired by God

“The point of view expressed in your letter was of special interest
because it was typical of those sincere and seeking souls who are
trying to obtain peace and inward certainty by reading the universally-
minded writers of our age. People like Emerson were undoubtedly
inspired by God, for many of the thoughts that quicken us in this day
were uttered and stimulated by them. Only gradually will we come to
appreciate their work and place them in the growing world of ours. The
tendency of these writers, however, is rather to diminish rather than to
enhance the position of the prophet in civilization. These bid us come
into communion with God by looking within us. They tell us that the
prophets were humans and that we can become like them if we only
strive. This renders religion, the religion of the few, the religion of only
those who have experiences.”

(From a letter written on behalf of the Guardian to an individual believer,
November 29, 1929)
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